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ADVERTISEMENT* 



jThis Edition embraces the actual services of above two 
thousand Officers, and the progress of promotion of 2,873. 
In those cases where the Editor has not been able to ascer- 
tain the service, he has confined himself to the dates of 
Commissions, to accomplish which has been a work of time 
and fatigue ; but it has enabled him to introduce the name 
of every General and Field Officer, according to his standing 
in the Army. In a work of this kind any individual, who 
is the least conversant with the subject, must be aware of 
the impossibility of avoiding occasional errors ; it is there- 
fore unnecessary to apologise for them. Wherever they 
occur they are unintentional, and the Editor will, with much 
pleasure, remedy them on their being pointed out to him. 

The official accounts (as well as particular statements) 
of all events, for which honorary distinctions have been 
conferred on Officers, will be found collected and introduced ; 
as well as a variety of Military Papers of the greatest interest 
and importance to the Army at large, including Narratives 
of Operations in the Field, Military Essays, and Courts 
Martial. 

To those General and Field Officers who have supported 
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this work from its commencement, and to those in particular 
who have assisted and encouraged the Editor to persevere in 
this enlarged edition, his thanks are most sincerely offered : 
he assures them that their support has induced him to sacrifice 
personal convenience to what they have been pleased to con- 
sider as greatly advantageous to the whole Army ; and from 
that consideration the personal labor of collating the nu- 
merous and various statements this Edition contains, has 
been rendered a source of gratification . In placing on record , 
find at one view, the achievements of the most distinguished 
OflEicers of the Army, together with the progress of promo- 
tion of all the General and Field OflScers, the Editor might, in 
point of accuracy, boldly challenge a comparison with any 
work of a similar description ; although in the present un- 
dertaking he could not obtain assistance by a reference to 
other publications. 

The Editor has finally ta observe with the greatest satis- 
faction, and the circumstance reflects the highest credit on 
the Army, that out of so numerous a body of Officers as this 
undertaking embraces, scarcely an Officer has shown a 
disinclination that the public should be acquainted with 
what duty he has executed for the rank he holds, the honors 
and rewards he may have received. Whilst, on the con- 
trary. Officers of long or active service have expressed the 
greatest desire that a statement of what they actually have 
performed, of the rewards they have received, and of the 
hardships they have endured, in the course of their service, 
should fairly and without comment appear before the British 
nation, and be preserved as a public record. 

Military Library, Whitehall. 
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GEXERAL INDEX 



TO SOME 



PRINCIPAL EVENTS. 



Albuhera, battle of, official account, vol. 2. p. 240. 

Barrosa, battle of, official account, vol. 2. p. 154 ; and Vide Gen; 

Dilke's Memoir, toI. 3. p. 37« 
Buonaparte Napoleon, his escape from Elba, vol. 4. p. 220. 
Busaco, battle of, official account* vol. 1. p. 179- 
Cape of Good Hope, narrative of operations against in 179^9 vol. 

2. p. 258. 
Chateauguay, action of, America, official account, vol. 4. p. 432. 
Chrystler's Farm, action of, America, official account, vol. 4. p. 

273. 
Commissions, origin of the purchase and sale of, vol. 3. p. 309. 
Corunna, battle of, official account, vol. 4. p. 72 and 98. 
Courts Martial, Vide vol. 2. p. 21 ; vol. 3. p 362; vol. 4. p. 5i ; 

273. 
Ciudad Rodrigo, (assault and capture of in 1812) official account, 

vol. 1. p. 198. 
Desertion, Vide M.-Gen. Sir F. Robinson's memoir, vol. 3. p. 211. 
Estremaduran army, narrative of its operations, vol. 4. p. 57, 
Fort Detroit (capture of) America, official account, vol. 3. p. 241. 
Fueutes D'Onor, battle of, official account, vol. 1. p. 185. 
George the 4th, His Majesty. Letters to the Djike of Wellington, 

vol. 1. p. 124, and l62, to Alexander Davison, Esq., on the 

death of Lord Nelson, vol. 4. p. 135. 
German Legion, bravery during the last war, and orders on its 

disbandment, vol. 1. p. 265; vol. 2. p. 178. 
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Guadaloupe, (attack and capture of in 1810) official account, vol. 
2. p. 38. 

Helder, expedition to in 1799* Vide Duke of York's Memoir, vol. 
1. p. 1. 

Java (attack and capture of in 1811) official account, vol. 2. p. 275. 

India, Campaign of 1780^ Vide Sir D. Baird's Memoir, vol. 2. p. 
60 ; of 1802, Vide Duke of Wellington's Memoir, vol. 1. p. 71 ; 
of 1817, Vide Marquess of Hasting's Memoir, vol. 1. p. 326. 

Iidand, rebellion of 1798, Vide Sir Jas. Steuarfs Memoir, vol. 1. 
p. 305 ; and Sir Geo. Nugenfs Memoir, p. 394. 

Maida, battle of, official account, vol. 2. p. 309. 

Manceuvres, Military (Sir D. Dundas) vol. 1. p. 292, 297, 298, 323, 
Sir Jas. Steuarfs, 307 ; Sir W. Howe's, 320. 

Martinique, (attack and capture of in 1809) official account, vol. 2. 
p. 31. 

Moore, L.-Gen. Sir Jobn, account of his death, vol. 4. p. 126. 

Netherlands, campaigns of, 179,3 and 1794, Vide Duke of York's 
Memoir, vol, 1. p. 1. 

Nive, battle of, official account, vol. 1. p. 239. 

Nivelle, battle of, official account, vol. 1 . p. 234. 

Orthes, battle of, official account, vol. 1. p. 244. 

Parliamentary votes and thanks, Duke of York, vol. 1. p. 38, 39, 
41, Duke of Kent, p. 45 ; Duke of Wellington, p. "tT^ 78, 80, 
81, 89, ^^, 104, 108, 113, 118, 140, 158 ; Earl Cathcart, 356 ; 
Lord Hutchinson, Vol. 2. p. 1, 4 ; Sir George Beckwith, p. 27, 
31 ; Sir D. Baird, p. 74; Lord Lynedock, l63; Lard Comber- 
mere, 214; Sir R. C. Ferguson, 264; Sir S. Auchmuty, 27O; 
Sir G. L. Cole, 306 ; Sir Wm. Stewart, 323 ; Sir Henry Clinton, 
394 ; Lord Stewart, 418 ; Sir H. Fane, vol. 3. p. 25 ; Sir Geo. 
Anson, 30 ; Sir W. H. Pringip, 206 ; Lord R. E. H. Somerset, 
589. 

Peiinbancum, Sanguinary battle of, Sept. 1780, vol. 2. p. 68. 

Pyrenees, battles of, official account, vol. 1. p. 224. 
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Recruiting Service, Vide M .-Gen. Sir F. Robinson's Memoir, Vol. 

3. p. 211. 
Roleia, battle of, official account, vol. 1. p. l64. 
Sahagun, Benevente, &c,, actions of, cavalry, official account, vol. 2. 

p. 113. 
St. Sebastian, (assault and capture of) official account, vol. 2. p. 

165. 
Salamanca, battle of, official account, vol. 1. p. 209* 
Scotch Brigade, history of, vol. 3. p. 7S. 
Spain and Portugal, campaigns of. Vide Duke of Wellington's Me- 

moir, vol. 1. p. 71 ; Sir John Oswald's Memoir, vol. 3. p. 46; 

official accounts' of battles and sieges, and Memoirs of General 

officers who served at theiu. 
Talavera de la Reyna, battle of, official account, vol. 1. p. 173. 
Toulouse, battle of, official account, vol. 1. p. 251. 
Villers en Couch6, action of, details and attestations respecting, 

vol. 3. p. 151. 
Vimiera, battle of, official account, vol. 1. p. 169. 
Vittoria, battle of, official account, vol. 1. p. 217. 
Walcheren expedition. Vide Lord Chatham's Memoir, vol. 1. p. 

375. 
Waterloo, battle of. Vide Duke of Wellington's Memoir, vol. 1. p. 

71 ; official account, vol. 1. p. 256; Dutch account vol. 2. p. 

81 ; Hanoveriau account, vol. 3. p. 107. 



ERRATA. 



Vol. iii. p. 819. for M.-Gen. Taylor, read M.-Gen. Sir Herbert Taylor, M.P. 
Vol. iv. p. 147. for Col. Barnaby, read Col. Burnaby. 
VoLiv. p. 319. for Lt.-Col. John Grane, read Lt.-Col. John Grant. 
Vol.iv. p. 405. for Lt-Col. H. W. Brooke, read Lt.-Col. H. W. Rooke. 
Vol. ▼. p. 163. for Lt.-Col. A. W. Macdonaldi read Lt.-Col. A. W. Mac- 

donell. 
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I. Field Marshal His Royal Highness Fbederick 
Duke of York, K.G. G.C.B. Commander in Chief. 

The Duke of York was born l6th of August, 1763, and 
elected Bishop of Osnaburg on Feb. 27^ 1764. From his 
earliest age H. R. H. was destiued to the profession of arms^ 
the study of which formed an essential part of his education. 
In pursuance of this object, and the acquirement of the 
French and Gentian languages, he was sent by the Kii^ 
to the Continent, in the year 1780, and continued abroad 
until 1787 ; * his established residence during that period 
being Hanover, from whence he made excursions to various 
parts of Germany, visiting Vienna, Berlin, and other capitals, 
and also attending the reviews of the immortal Frederick, and 
acquiring a minute knowledge of the theory and practice of 
Prussian tactics, at that period considered the model for imita- 
tion of every military man. 

' His first commission in the army was that of Colonel, and^ 
dated on the 1st Nov. 1780; shortly after he was appointed to 
the command of the Horse Grenadier Guards, and in Oct. 
1784, to thai of the Coldstream Regiment of Guatds. He 
returned to the Continent in 1701} for the purpose of serving as 
a volunteer with the Prussian army, in the event of a war with 
Russia, which, however, did not take place. ' 

On the 29th Sept« 1791 9 His Royd Highness was married to 
tfie Princess Royal of Prussia, with whom shortly after he 
returned to England, where, with this amiable Princess^ he 
R.M.Cal. L A 
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jpassed his days tranquilly in the enjoyment of domestic felicity^ 
until the period when Great Britain took a part in the revolu-^ 
tionary war on the Continent, when His Royal Highness was 
selected for the command of a small corps of British troops 
destined to co-operate in the defence of Holland, which had 
been invaded by a French army under General Dumourier, to 
whom Breda and Gertruydenberg surrendered towards the end 
of February. 

H. R. H. having upon this occasion been promoted to the 
rank of Lieut.-General, proceeded with a brigade of Guards, 
and some artillery, which landed at Helvoet Sluys on the Ist 
March, and the successes of the Austrian arms having soon 
after removed the war from the frontiers of Holland, he joined 
the allied Austrian and Prussian army ; his force having been 
increased nt Antwerp by a brigade of the line, subsequently at 
Touhiay by some regiments of British dragoons, and succes- 
sively augmented by a considerable body of Hanoverian and 
Hessian troops, taken into British pay. 

The first affairs at which H. R. H. assisted, occurred in the 
neighbourhood of Toiirnay, and near St. Amand and Vicogne^ 
in the month of May, in the course of which he was promoted 
to the rank of General. In the subsequent battle of Famars, 
on the 23d May, he commanded a principal column of the 
allied army, and bore a distinguished share in the success of that 
brilliant day, the result of which was the investment and siege 
of Valenciepnes. The direction of this operation was entrusted 
to H. R. H. while the Prince of Coburg covered it on the side 
of Bouchain and Cambrai, on the left bank of the Scheldt. 

Valenciennes having capitulated on the 2Sth July^ the Duke 
of York joined the main army, and co-operated on the 7th and 
8th of August in the movements against the enemy's positions 
at the camp de Cfesar, Bois de Bourlon, &c. upon the line of 
the Scheldt, from all which they were dispossessed^ or retired, 
although without material loss^ thanks to the indecision and 
slowness of the movements of the allied army, against which 
H. R. H. had in vain remonstrated in frequent communicatioqs 
tb the Prince of llohenlohe, then Quarter-Master-General^ 
who had ot>}ected to m earlier and more decided movement of 
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the army on the 8tb^ by which the enemy's retreat would have 
been intercepted. 

The Prince of Coburg, after these operations^ laid siege to 
Quesnoy^ and subsequently invested Maubeuge^ while the 
Duke of York continued his march in the direction of Orchies^ 
Tourcoiug^ and M6nin^ with the British^ Hanoverian and 
Hessian troops, to which was added a body of Austrians^ under 
the orders of Lieut. -General Alvintzy. ' 

The object of this separation was the siege of Dunkirk, 
which had been determined upon by the British Cabinet, and 
which was viewed with regret, not only by the Austrian Chiefs, 
but also by H. R. H., who had remonstrated against it, as far 
as he could ; at the same time that, when he found his repre- 
sentations unavailing, he proceeded with the utmost zeal to the 
execution of a measure, from which may reasonably be dated 
the subsequent reverse of fortune on the French frontier* The 
Dutch troops were to cover the march of H. R. H/s army by 
the frontier of West Flanders, but having on the 18th August 
been driven with loss from several posts, which they occupied 
during the passage of the British troops through M^nin, H. R. 
H. ordered the brigade of Guards to their support, which oc* 
casioned the action of Lincelles, in which that corps so greatly 
distinguished itself. 

After this His Royal Highness proceeded without further in- 
terruption to Furnes, whence he advanced with a part of his force 
by Gyveldt towards Dunkirk, while Field Mar. Freytag, with 
the remainder, took the direction of Bergues and Mount-Cassel^ 
in order to cover the operations of the siege. As it is not in- 
tended here to enter into any detailed narrative of the operations 
of the campaign, we shall content ourselves with stating, that 
after a succession of severe and sanguinary actions, fought by 
the besieging and covering armies with suc(:ess, though without 
any positive effect, the pfincipal of which occurred on the 24th 
August, (when the gallant General D'Alton fell,) and on the 
6th and 8th Sept.; the Duke of York found himself under the 
mecemty of raising the siege, and retiring to Fumes on the 
night of the 8th Sept. in consequence of the covering army be- 
ing driven from Bambecke^ Roesbragge, Rexpoede, fcc. on 
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the 6tli, and defeated on the 8th by Gen. Houchard^ near 
Hondschoote, by which His Royal llighness's left flank and 
rear were exposed^ and his communications rendered insecure. 
His Royal Highness had contended with perseverance against 
numerous and increasing diflicultiesi arising from the rapid ac- 
cumulation of the enemy's means of resistance, the delay on the 
part of the British government in forwarding the necessary 
ordnance and stores, an^ the neglect in providing any means of 
naval fo-operation, even such as might secure H. R. H.'s posi- 
tions from molestation by the enemy's small craft on the coast. 
The retreat was effected in good order, and without any other 
loss than that of the heavy iron ordnance, which, being on ship 
carriages, could not be removed, and the army re-assembled 
at Furnes and J)ixmude. 

His Royal Highnesses corps after this was stationed for some 
time on the frontier of West Flanders, (the head- quarters being 
at Dixmude and Thoraut,) occasionally co-operating with 
General Bcaulieu in repelling the enemy's attacks upon M^nin^ 
and other points. Towards the middle of October, H. R. H. 
moved with 6000 men, chiefly British, to the support of the 
Prince of Coburg, then before Maubeuge. He made a rapid 
inarch to Englefontaine, where he arrived on the l6th, the day 
on which was fought the battle of Wattignies, in consequence 
of which, although both parties, considering the advantage to 
be with the enemy, had retired from the field^ and although the 
Austrian army was superior in number and quality of troops^ 
the Prince of Coburg thought fit to abandon the operation in 
which be was engaged. 

The Duke of York returned to Tournay, in which place, 
and the neighbourhood, he continued until the close of the 
campaign. On the 22d and 26th Oct. the. enemy were repulsed 
in some attempts upon his advanced posts near Baisieux and 
Cysoing. On the 28th Oct. H. R. H. made an attack upon 
Lannoy, in co-operation with a movement, which General Wal-* 
moden undertook, by his direction, against M^nin, which the 
enemy had occupied. The result of these operations was the 
evacuation l^ the enemy of M6nin, and their abandonment of 
the investment of Ypreti and of the siege of Nieuport, vtiich 
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they had been encouraged by H. R. H/s march to Englefon- 
tiuoe to undertake. 

In the defence of Nieuport, part of a detachment which had 
landed at Ostend, under Sir Charles Grey, as a temporary re* 
inforcement to the Duke of York's army, had co-operated. 

On the 29th of October a very brilliant attack #nd surprise 
of the enemy and fortified post of Marchiennes^ in which they 
lost more than 2000 men, was executed by General Kray, under 
the orders of H. R. H. 

Some trifling affairs in front of Tournay, and on the Lys, to- 
wards the end of November^ terminated the campaign in West 
Flanders. 

The army went into winter quarters ; the Duke of York's 
head-quarters being at Ghent, whence, attended by General 
Mack, he proceeded to England, to concert the plan and mea- 
sures for the ensuing campaign with the British government. 

In the month of Feb. 1 794, H. R. H. returned from England 
to Courtrai, to which place the British head-quarters had been 
removed upon a forwaVd concentration of the cantonments. 
The army had been considerably reinforced by drafts for the 
British regiments, and by additional corps of Hanoverians^ 
Hessians, and Darmstadt troops, taken into British pay. The 
troops under his command moved successively to Tournay, St. 
Amand, and the plains of Cateau, where the greater part oV 
die allied army was united under the command of the Emperor 
on the l6th April. On the followhig day a general and success-^ 
ful attack was made upon the enemy's positions at Vaux, Fre- 
mont, Marets, Catillon, 8tc., and Landr6cies was immediately ' 
invested. H. R. H. commanded the right wing of the covering 
army during the siege. A detachment of cavalry from his corps 
gained a considerable advantage on the 24th April, near Villers 
en Couche, towards Cambrai, and on the 26th H. R. H. 
completely defeated, near Troixville, with great slaughter, and 
the loss of 35 pieces of cannon, a corps of 30,000 men, which, 
under the orders of General Chapuy, attacked his position. 
General Chapuy was taken prisoner, with a considerable num- 
ber of officers and men. 

In consequence of the serious diviersion made by General ^ 
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Ficbegru on West Flanders, which was favored by the absence 
of General Cleriayt, who had marched with a considerable pprr 
tion of his force from Tournay to support the post of D^nain, 
Sir W. Erskine was detached on that very evening (26tb 
April) with a part of H. R. H/s corps, and the Duke of York 
followed on the SOth, as soon as Landricies had fallen, with the 
remainder, which reached Touniay, by forced marches, on the 
1st and 2d of May. 

In the mean time General Pichegru had obtained possession 
of Courtrai, defeated General Clerfayt at Mouscron on the 
89th April, and invested M^nin ; from which, however. Ge- 
neral Hammerstein, ^fith four battalions of Hanoverians, and 
four companies of £migrants, cut his way through the enemy 
on the 30th April, and effected his retreat to Ingelmunster. 
On the 10th May the enemy, in considerable force, attacked the 
Duke of York's position in front of Tournay, but H.R.H. 
by a judicious and well executed flank movement of the 
cavalry, defeated and drove them across the Marque with a great 
loss of men and that of 13 pieces of cannon. Towards Cour* 
trai, however. General Clerfayt had, with very inferior num- 
bers, made some gallant though unsuccessful attempts to re- 
trieve affairs ; the situation of which in West Flanders be- 
coming daily more critical from the great increase of the enemy's 
force in that quarter, the Emperor sent reinforcements to Tour- 
nay under General Kinsky ; and finally moved to that point 
himself with the greater part of his army, after providing for 
the defence of the line of the Sambre ; thus abandoning offensive 
operations in the centre. 

The general attacks of the 17th and 18th May, were the re- 
sult of this assembly of the allied force. The circumstances at- 
tending them, the failure of the operations and the share which 
H. R. H.'s corps had in the events of these days, and in the loss 
sustained, are generally known. Suffice it to say, that H. R. H. 
executed most zealously the directions which he received 
from the Emperor, and may indeed be said to have alone, of all 
those entrusted with the direction of columns, fulfilled the part 
assigned to him on the first day, while the disaster which at- 
tended his corps on the 18tb, was imputable solely to want of 
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coK>pention oa the. part of those who were to have supported 
him, principally of the Archduke Charles's column moving 
from the Marque, and to the postponement of General Clei^ 
fajt's movement from the 17th to the 18th, who was to have 
co-operated on the first of those days from the Lys. H. R«. 
H/s corps was thus left to contend against the entire force of 
the enemy, who were enabled to assail it in front, flank, and 
rear. Every exertion of gallantry was unavailing against such 
fearful odds, so disposed ; and the retreat was with difficulty, 
and with a loss proportionate to the arduous nature of a contest, 
maintained against large masses of troops whose attention was 
to have been engaged by the Archduke Charles on the oiie 
side, and General Cierfayt ou the other. The former never 
moved from Pont d Marque, the latter did not cross the Lys, 
until after the Duke of York's corps had been surrounded and 
defeated. Had the Emperor's orders been as punctotily' 
executed by the Archduke and General Cierfayt, as they were by 
the Duke of York, the result could not have been disastrous^ 
although it might not have succeeded to the full extent pro* 
posed; die attacking columns being certainly too little con>-. 
nected, and an operation which engaged two days, affording 
sufficient time to the enemy to collect their force. 

To prove that no blame was considered to attach to the 
Duke of York, or the gallant troops under his orders on this 
occasion, it is only necessary to quote the following extract of a. 
lett^ from the Prince of Coburg, addressed to H. R. H. soon 
after the event. 

** Sa Majest6 m'enjoint de donner d V. A. R. les assurances 
les plus positives que non seulement elle est parfaitement satis^ 
itite de la maniere pleine de z^le, d'intelligence, et de valeur 
dottt V. A. R. ses braves g^n6raux, et ses braves troupes od^ 
execute tous les mouveraens qui out eu lieu successivement dans 
les joum^es du 17 et du 18, mais qu'elle lui donne par eette 
kttre le t6moignage certain et bien d6cidi^ment irrecusable quo 
V. A. R. n'a fait ancune manceuvre, qui n'ait 6til une suite 
^saentielle de la disposition g^n^rale, ou qu'elle n'ait engag^ 
Vh A. R. ^ faire par les messages successifs, que dans le courani 
de Viffidre elle a r#9a de oe Monarque." 



. The allies resumed their positions in front of Totimay^ the 
left wing being formed of the troops under the Duke of York's 
orders. Upon this position, or rather the right and centre of it. 
General Pichegru made a formidable attack on the 22nd, for 
which he had collected nearly 100,000 men. With the excep- 
tion, however, of successive attacks on the posts near Tem- 
jdeuve, and 6n the village of Pontechin in which the contest 
was close and sanguinary; and by which it appeared to be 
General Picbegru's object to penetrate to the Scheldt and 
Toumay; the battle, which was maintained from day-break 
until late in the evening, was an useless fire of cannon and 
musketry, between lines forming nearly parallels to each other. 
The village of Pontechin on the right, was taken and retaken 
several times in the course of the day, and was alternately 
disputed by Austrians, Dutch, and British ; the Duke of York 
having detached Major General Fox's Brigade from the left, to 
the support of that point, the effort marie by this brigade 
decided the contest, and the village remained in the possession 
of the allies. General Pichegru retired towards dark> after 
sustaining considerable loss, and no attempt was made by the 
allies to interrupt his retreat. The enemy left seven pieces of 
cannon in the hands of the allies. 

Towards the end of May, the Emperor proceeded to the 
Sambre with a strong reinforcement, drawn from the position 
near Toumay ; in which the allies, under the command of the 
Princ6 of Coburg, were consequently obliged to remain on the 
defensive^ General Clerfayt in the mean time had continued at 
Thielt, to which place he had retired after the failure of the 
general attack on the 18th. 

General Pichegru, shortly after the defeat experienced near 
Tournay, directed his attention to Ypres, which he caused a 
part of his army under General Moreau to invest, and of which 
he commenced the siege early in June. At this period the 
enemy's operations on the Sambre, had been prosecuted with 
increased vigor ; and they had frequently crossed that river with a 
view to the siege of Charleroi, and as often been defeated and 
forced to repass it, by General Kaunitz and the Prinee of 
Orange ; who successively t;ommanded the allied army on that 
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line. The Emperor had joined it oo the Ist June^ widi the 
reinforcement^ and on the 3rd; completely defeated the enemy, 
and drove them across the Sambre ; his Imperial Majesty 
proceeded to Brussels on his way to Vienna, but returned to 
Toumay op the 10th, for a few hours, and then resumed his 
journey. 

In consequence of this advantage on the Sambre, the Prince 
of Coburg drew from thence a small reinforcement to the 
corps at Toumay, and for that under the orders of General 
Clerfayt, which latter also received a few battalions from 
Toumay. — General Clerfayt, who had not ventured to interrupt 
the seige of Ypres, which was conducted by General Moreau, 
and covered by' a corps under General Souham posted near 
Passendael and Hoogleede, was ordered to make an attempt 
for its relief, in which a part of the army from Tournay was to 
coroperate by movements towards Courtrai and the Lys, where 
General Bonneau was stationed* with another French corps of 
observation. These were attempted on the 9th and resumed on 
the iOth, but suspended in consequence of some very insignifik 
cant demonstrations made by the enemy from the Marque 
towards the posts in front of Tournay, while General Clerfayt, 
who, in execution of the general plan, attacked the enemy on 
the 10th near Hoogleede, was repulsed, and forced to retire on 
Thielt. 

General Clerfayt renewed the attempt on the ISth by a very 
vigorous attack on the enemy's positions at Hoogleede and 
Aousselaer; the contest was obstinate, but, although com- 
menced with some appearance of success, proved ultimately 
unavailing. — General Clerfayt retired upon Thielt, General 
Hammerstein, with the Hanoverian troops, forming part of 
Clerfayt's corps, on Thorout, whence he continued his retreat 
to Bruges, after detaching to Ostend the 8th light dragoons and 
38th and 55th British regiments, which (with the 12th infiintry) 
had arrived at Ostend from England early in May, had formed 
part of General Clerfayt's corps since the middle of that month, 
and had distinguished themselves by their conduct on various 
occasions. The 12th regiment had remained in Ostend^*— 
When this intelligence reached Tournay, the Duke of York 
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proposed to renew Uie effort without loss of time^ and for that 
purpose he nrged a junction of the whole force from Toumay 
with General Clerfayt. This vigorous measure, which alone 
offered a prospect of retrieving affairs, was> however, objected 
to by the Prince of Coburg and other Austrian generals, on the 
score of its uncovering Tournay, and they dwelt on the exp^ 
diency of waiting for a small reinforcement from the Sambre 
before any further attempt dioold be made. 

Experience ought by this time to have shown to them the 
ruinous effects of the attempt to preserve any point of a long 
line, by the formation of several corps at intervals too great to 
enable them to afford to each other immediate or effectual 
support. 

Whilst these events were passing in West Flanders, the enemy^ 
having been reinforced by 30,000 men under General Jourdan, 
bad recrossed the Sambre, and had again been defeated hy the 
Prince of Orange with considerable loss.— **The Prince of 
Coburg, who had continued in the command of the troops near 
Toumay, encouraged by this success, determined to renew the 
attempt for the relief of Ypres, by a more -direct movement^ 
in which General Clerfayt was to have closely co-operated, but 
still leaving a considerable part of the army near Toumay; 
The troops destined for this operation (of which the British 
under the Duke of York constituted a proportion) were how- 
ever not put in motion until the Idth, when they crossed the 
Scheldt and proceeded to Pottes and Escanaffles^ whence the 
Prince of Coburg retraced his steps on the following day, upon 
learning that the enemy had again crossed the Sambre, and that 
the march of the reinforcement from thence (trifling as it was,) 
had been suspended. At all events this dilatory movement 
would not have saved Ypres, which surrendered on the 17tb, 
the garrison being prisoners of war. 

The enemy, sensible of the superior importance of prosecu- 
ting their operations on the Sambre, and having received fresh 
reinforcements, had again crossed that river on the I8th,' !aftd 
resumed the siege of Charlefoi.-— Upon this, the Prince of Co- 
burg determined to. join the Prince of Orange '^ith nearly the 
whole of the Austrian troopsJrom Tournay, where the Duke of 
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York was left with forces wh<41y inadequate to the taak of dat 
fendiqg the position near that town, tf it should be attacked^ qw 
of niaintaiomg the possession of anj portion (^ West Flanders 
against the superior numbers which General Pichegru was. at 
liberty to direct upon various points. 

Recent measures had confirmed the suspicion for some tiaw 
entertained by His Royal Highnesa, that the Austrian cabkiet 
had determined on. the abandonment of the Netherlands, and 
certainly of West Flanders, for the maintenance of which the 
British cabinet, on the otlier hand, was most solicitous. — His 
Royal Highness had in vain remonstrated against the establish*- 
ment of a system of warfare so injurious to Great Britain, and 
had equally in vain urged, upon every occasion, the adoption of 
more vigorous attempts towards checking the enemy by a con* 
trentration of means and efforts. This jarring of interests be<f 
tween « the two countries increased the irritation and jealousy 
which had resulted from the failure on the 18th of May, upon , 
which occasion the British troops accused the Austrians (not 
without reason) of having sacrificed them. The Duke of York 
was well aware of these feelings, and had himself ample reason 
to be hurt and mortified by the inattention shown to his advice, 
and the turn which affairs had taken ; but his endeavours were 
invariably directed to the preservation of harmony^ and while 
the Austrian generals resisted his urgent representations, they 
acknowledged the spirit of conciliation which influenced lus 
Royal Highness's language, and the zeal with which he was ever 
ready to co-operate in any measure tending to the support of the 
general cause. 

On the 20th JuneG^[ieral Piohegru advanced towards the 
Mandel and obliged General Qerfayt to retire upon Deynset 
This movement of the enemy, by bringing them nearer to the 
Scheldt, rendered the Duke of York's position in front, of 
Toumay, which, since the d^arture of the Prince of Coburg, 
had been hazardous, no longer tenable, and H. R. H. quitted 
it oo the 24th June, with all the British and a part of the Hes« 
uan troops, (leaving only a small garrison, or rather a rear 
guard, in the town^) and encamped between Rinaix and Oude^ 
narde,. with a.viev^to the support of the. latter place, which 
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the enemy threatened; and in order to preserve a connexion M^ith 
General Clerfayt, which their late movements bad ihterruptecl. 
' The Prince of Coburg had joined the Prince of Orange to- 
wards Nivelles on the 22d. He delayed the attack of the 
enemy until the 26th, although the object was the relief of Char^ 
leroi; which he knew to be hard pressed^ and which in fact ca- 
pitulated on the 25th. Upon learning this event he suspended 
the attacks in which his columns were engaged^ at the very mo- 
ment* when they afforded a fair prospect of success which, in- 
dependently of its general effect, would probably have reco- 
vered Charleroi, the more limited object of the battle of 
Fleurus. 

This was the last effort which the Austrians even pretended 
to make for the preservation of the Netherlands, and their 
operations during the remainder of the campaign, were a series 
of retreats which carried them across the Rhine, and which na- 
turally influenced every successive movement of the Duke of 
York's army. . His Royal Highnesd had continued in hisposi*^ 
tion at Renaix, whence he supported Oudenarde, against which 
General Pichegru had sent a detachment, while he obliged. 
General Clerfayt to abandon his position at Deynse and to retire 
upon Ghent; upon this. General Walmoden with the Hano- 
verians evacuated Bruges and fell back upon Landen^ark, where 
he joined the right flank of General Clerfayt. The enemy again 
attacked GeneralClerfayt near Ghent, but were repulsed. The 
consequence of these movements was the interception of the 
Communication with Ostend, where Lord Moira had arrived 
from England on the 26th June with a reinforcement of 5000 
infimtry. His Lordship, however, determined to attempt a 
junction with H. R. H.'s army, and hy an able and a rapid 
march (which was covered by General Walmoden's demonstra- 
tions to the front,) reached. Ghent between the 28th and dOth. 
On the latter day Ostend was evacuated by Colonel Vyse^ 
whom- Lord Moira had left there with a brigade of British 
troops, which were embarked and removed with the artillery and 
stores. The enemy had made some attempts on Oudenarde 
which were repulsed, but this place was incapable of pro- 
tracted, defence, or indeed of any defence^ agains^ regular 
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'ihpproaches ; and it is almosf unnecessary to observe here, 
that Toumay, Oudenarde^ Bruges, Ghent, Ostend, and other 
places in West Flanders had been dismantled by the Emperor 
Joseph, had, with the exception of Ypres and Nieuport, not 
been repaired, and could only be considered as field posts or 
cantonments. 

It appears to have been General Pichegru's intention to pe* 
netrate by Oudenarde betvireen the corps of the Duke of York 
and General Clerfayt, and that his first movements in that ' di>* 
rection were conformable io that plan, but that he received 
orders from the Directory to occupy Ostend, and to detach a 
part of his army against the island of Walcheren. 

He- movdd in consequence by Deynse on Bruges^ which 
General Moreau had occupied on the 29th June, and on the 
1st July a detachment of his army entered Ostend. Another 
was employed in the siege of Nieuport, in which place Ge- 
neral Diepenbrock had been left with a garrison of Hanove- 
rians, and which was gallantly defended for some weeks. 

About this period (the beginning of July) it was agreed, in 
consequence of a proposal from the Prince of Coburg, that 
Ae Duke of York should exchange positions with Genenil 
Clerfayt, by which measure all the troops in the pay of Great 
Britain should be united, and General Clerfayt be in close con- 
nexion with the niain Austrian army. Before however the 
movements in execution of this change could be undertaken, the 
Prince of Coburg retired firom the positions near Soignies and 
Nivelles, which he had occupied since the battle of Fleurus, 
and ordered General Clerfayt to fall back from Ghent upon 
Alost. His Royal Highness in consequence, on the Sd July, 
marchedi to Granimont, and on the 4th to Sombeck. On the 
5th General Clerfayt moved from Alost to Asche and Lord 
Moira irom Termonde, to which place he and General Wal- 
moden had retired, continued his march to Alost. On the 6th 
R. R. H. moved to Asche and thus established the junction of 
9ie several corps now forming his army. On that day the 
enemy attacked Lord Moira's out-posts at Alost, drove in the 
picquets, and penetrated into the town, but were soon repulsed 
on the arrival of support. 
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. On the dtli H. R. H., in consequence of the Prince of 
Cobnrg's further retreat, was under the necessity of directii^ 
fcts across the Dyle upon Conticb, near which his army occu^ 
pied a position, having its right to the Scheldt, the left to lier. 
The out-posts were attacked on the 14th and 15th, and the 
enemy on the latter day obtained possession of Malines, from 
which Lieut. -Gen. Dal wig retired with the Hessians by Wael- 
heira across the Nethe. Lord Moira's corps was then ordered 
to occupy Duffel. 

I In this position H. R. H. continued until the 2£d, having 
in vain, during this interval, made two proposals to the Prince of 
Coburg to concentriate the allied forces and to resume the 
c^fFehsive, But the Prince of Coburg, having retired first fronr 
Tirlemont to Landed, and on the 19th and 20th to Maestricht, 
H. R. H. fell back on the ££d to a position near Campthout^ 
between Breda and Bergen op Zoom. 

Between the 23d and 24th the Prince of Coburg quitted the 
position near Maestricht and retired across the Maese, and the 
Duke of York marched on the 25th for Rosendal, near which 
place he encamped, and continued until the 4th of August^ 
when he fell back to some ground in front of Oosterhout^ the 
army, being encamped with its right to Breda and its left to the 
little river Dougen. 

During these movements the enemy offered no molestation. 
They had occupied Antwerp and advanced towards the Nethe^ 
between Turnhout and Herenthals. 

The Duke of York continued near Oosterhout until the 29th 
August, biit the enemy having attacked and carried some of his 
oat-posts, and appearing to threaten hid left flank in great force^ 
H^ R. H. fell back behind the River Aa, having his right to 
Bois le Due, his left to the Peel Morass. 

Towards the end of August the Prince of Coburg resigned 
the command of the imperial army to General Clerfayt^ who 
immediately sent General beaulieu to confer with the Duke of 
York and the Prince of Orange, on the possibility of attempt- 
ing a forward movement to relieve the fortresses on the French 
frontier, and to re-occupy Flanders. 

H. R. H. eagerly entered into this praject, and engaged U> 
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co-operate to the utmost of his means; but the surrender of 
Cond^ and Valenciennes caused General Clerfayt to give it up^ 
aldiough the Duke of York persisted in urging a concentration 
of force in order to attack the enemy, and if successful, to 
resume the offensive generally. 

The enemy had continued in his position between Tumhout 
and Meerle until the 14th Sept. when General Pichegru, who 
had been much reinforced, moved towards the Dommel and 
attacked the advanced posts of H. R. H/s right, upon that 
river. The enemy carried that of Boxtel with considerable loss 
to the Hesse Darmstadt troops which occupied it^ and Lieut.-i 
Gen. Abercromby, who was detached with a strong body tor 
regain the post, found the enemy in such force that he retired to 
the position of the main body behind the Aa. 

The Duke of York did not think it advisable to risk an actiony 
against very superior numbers, in a position of which the left 
flank was very vulnerable, and therefore fell back on the I5di 
towards Graves, where he crossed the Maese on the l6th and 
encamped near Wichem. The enemy advanced to the Aa, but 
did not press H. R. H/s army in its retreat. 

On the 18th the enemy attacked the Austrians and forced tfie 
passage of the Ourte, obliged them to abandon the position ol 
the Chartreuse near liege, to retire upon Juliers and behind the 
river. Here again General Jourdan attacked them, on the 2d 
October, and forced the passage of the river and their several 
positions, obliging them to retire upon Kerpen, whence General 
Clerfayt continued his retreat to the Rhine, which he crossed at 
Mulheim on the 5th of October, abandoning Maestricht to its 
own force, and all the country pn the left bank, and leaving the 
left flank of the Duke of York wholly uncovered, while H, R« 
H. was opposed in front by a very considerable army undt^ 
Pichegru. 

Under these circumstances, and as there no longer existed 
any hope of effecting that combination of force and operatioof 
for which the Duke of York had not ceased to press General 
Clerfayt, H. R. H. determined towards the 6th October to 
retire to a position in front of Nimeguen, still preserving his 
communication ytith Graves, which be was using every exertion 
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to provide with the means of defencci the Dutch having wholly 
neglected to supply this places as indeed most of the others. 

H. R. H. had detached a strong corps to his right, wluch 
rested on the island of Bommel, the defence of which, however^ 
had become more difficult from the loss of the fort of Creve- 
eouer, which had been shamefully surrendered on the d9th 
September by the Dutch Commandant. A body of cavalry 
was also sent to observe the Rhine from Shenkenschant? to 
Wesel, to maintain as far as possible a communication with the 
Austrians. 

The enemy had invested Bois le Due, but although they had 
not the immediate means of attacking it, the Prince of Hesse 
Philippestahi surrendered this place a few days after (on 10th 
October). This acquisition was a most important one to the 
enemy, and afforded great facilities to their further operations on 
the line of the Maese. Graves had been invested on its left 
bank about the same time. They had occupied Fort St. Andr6, 
but were driven from it by Lieut.-Gen. Abercromby on the 11th 

October. 

« 

On the 19th the enemy crossed the Maese in force, above 
Graves, and attacked the advanced line of posts on the right, 
which tbey forced after considerable resistance, particularly at 
Appelthem and Druten, where Major General Hammerstein and 
Major General Fox commanded. The d7th regiment, in its 
retreat, having unfortunately mistaken some French hussars for 
the corps of Rohan, was broken, and in great measure taken. 
The infantry of Rohan's corps also suffered severely. 

The communication with Graves, with a view to its supply, 
had been the Duke of York's principi^l motive for occupying 
the position in front of Nimeguen, and this object having been 
effected previously to the enemy's attack upon his advanced 
posts, H. R. H. withdrew the chief part of his army across the 
Waal on the 20th, leaving General Walmoden with a corps to 
maintain possession of Nimeguen as long as the imperfect state 
of its defences, and (he deficiency of heavy artillery, (which 
the Dutch had neglected to supply) would admit, ' 

H. R. H. had some time before taken measures for the 
construction of a bridge of boats, across the Waal, and 
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for estaUithing batteries on the prominent points of the right 
bank. 

The enemy appeared before Nimeguen on the 2Sd, and 
completed the mvestment of Graves on the right bank of the 
Maese. On the 28th they drove in the out-posts in front of 
Nimeguen, and established themselves within a short distance 
of the works. Every exertion was making to repair the neglect 
of the Dutch Grovernment. 

Venlo had yielded to the French on the 26th, as easy a con- 
quest as other places held by Dutch garrisons. 

On the 28di General Clerfayt came to Nimeguen, and 
i^eed to send eight batfalimis and 14 squadrons of Austrians 
under Lieut. Gen. Wemeck, which should reach Nimq^oen 
on the 3d November, and t ence co-operate in an attack upon 
die enemy, f6r which the greater part of H. R. H.*s corps 
would assemble at the same point. Lieut. Gen. Wemeck 
arrived on die dOth October, and held out hopes that his troops 
would jpin on the Ist November, and it was the Duke of York's 
intention to have crossed the Waal on the 2d, and to execute the 
attack without loss of time ; but on tlie 1st General Wemeck 
declared that he could not be ready to co-operate until the 7th, 
and proposed a diversion to be made by his corps crossing the 
Rhine at Wesel, instead of the direct attack from Nimeguen. 
H. R. H. finding it in vain to expect more, yielded to an alter- 
native which ill agreed with his own sentiments, and from the 
result of which he hoped for no benefit. 

The enemy broke ground before Nimeguen on the night of 
the 2d November, and H. R. H., in the hope of protracting its 
reduction, viras induced to augment the garrison on the 4th, the 
Prince of Orange having also engaged to add six Dutch batta- 
lions to it. On the afternoon of the same day General WaU 
moden directed a sortie to be made by nine battalions (of which 
six were British) under Major Gen. De Burgh, supported by sotne 
squadrons of cavalry ; which succeeded in partially destroying 
the enemy*s works, spiking their guns and checking their p^ 
giess until the 6th, when they opened six batteries upon the 
bridge and one upon the town. The bridge was soon so much 
damaged that H. R. H. determined to withdraw from the town 
R. M. Cat. 1. B 
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all the troops, excepting the picquetSi (about ^,500 men)| 
and the Dutch battalions which were left in it^ under Major 
General De Burgh, with a view to maintain the place untU the 
result of General Glerfayt's promise of co*operatioii should be 
known. 

It was, however, soon evident that no material aid was to be 
looked for from that quarter, and the enemy's fire having ren* 
dered the preservation of the bridge hourly more precarious, 
H. K« H. ordered Nimeguen to be finally evacuated on tbe night 
of the 8th. The British troops withdrew without loss ; but a 
proportion of the Dutch troops, who were crossing on the 
flying bridge, were taken, in consequence of an- accidental shot 
carrying away the top of the mast on which the hawser was 
f^tened, and of their not admitting of the measures proposed 
by Lieutenant, now Admiral Sir ^ome, Popham, of the British 
navy and his seamen, for their relief. 

The bridge of boats was burnt, and the flying bridge, of 
which the French had obtained possession, destroyed by the 
fire of the British batteries. 

The diversion held out by the Austrians was confined to the 
passage of two battalions and two squadrons across' the Rhine 
at Burich, which were soon drivea back by the enemy. The 
corps under Lieut. General Werneck continued, however, in 
communication with H.R«;H., occupying the posts upon his 
left, along the Rhine, as far as Pannerden. H. R. H.'s army 
was encamped and cantoned between the Waal and the Leek, 
occupying the line of the former fiver as far as the island of 
Bommel, in which Dutch troops were stationed. In this posi- 
tion the army continued unmolested, until H^ R. H.'s return to 
Eiq^land, which took place early in December, the general 
command devolving on General Walmoden, that of the British 
troops on General, now Earl, Harcourt. 

When H* R. H. quitted the army he was justified in enter-* 
taining every hope that the attempt of the enemy, on the provinces! 
of Holland and Utrecht, would be checked by. the line of defence 
which it occupied ; but this hope was subsequently disappointed, 
the uncommon severity of the season (which rendered all the rivers 
passably on the ice) having concurred with the indifference of the 
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inhabitants, or their disaffection, in facilitating the enemy's con- 
quest of the Dutch territory. 

The limits of this work have precluded any other than a 
bri^f sketch of the campaigns of 1793-4, and of the shar^ 
which the Duke of York had in the successes and reverses of 
the allied arms. It has, however, been shown from a statement 
of positive facts, that, in the course of the retreat from the 
French frontier to the Waal, the retrograde movements of H. R. 
H.'s corps were invariably the result of those made by the 
Austrian army upon his left, and that, while he abstained from 
committing the army entrusted to his charge in partial and 
desultory operations, which, from the superiority of the enemy, 
must have proved sanguinary, without producing any positive or 
sufficient effect; H. R. H. as studiously sought, or availed 
himself of every opportunity to urge the adoption of a more 
vigorous system of warfare, by a concentration of means, and a 
combination of efforts. 

Amidst the difficulties under which he laboured, should be 
particularly noticed the small aid which he -derived from the 
troops, or the government of Holland, in his endeavour to pro- 
tect that country. There was no army in the field which tould 
effectually co-operate ; the fortresses, of which the resistance 
might have seriously interrupted the progress of the enemy, 
were either inadequately garrisoned and supplied, or entrusted 
to officers who shamefully surrendered them on the first appear- 
aifce of the enemy. Graves alone made a gallant and protracted 
defence, and its brave governor owed the means of so doing to 
the exertions of the Duke of York in throwing in supplies ; for 
when he retired across the Meuse it was destitute of every thing. 

it is not meant by this to say that the Illustrious Princes of 
the House of Orange were wanting at this crisis in the zeal and 
activity for which its importance so urgently called'^ or that 
there were not among those who served them, some few indi- 
viduals who were willing and ready to step forward, and to risk 
their lives and properties in support of the cause ; but those 
were few, and the mass of the Dutch people either viewed 
-with apathy add iiidifference the approach of the French armies, 
and the danger which threatened die existing government or 
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indulged with satisfaction the prospect of a revolution,, possibly 
on no other grounds than a love of change, gnd a disposition to 
licieiitious liberty, which had at tliis period infected so many 
parts of Europe. These feelings were shown, not only in*the 
reluctance oi the inhabitants to step forward in defence of the 
country, but also in individual acts, amounting often to open hos- 
tility, against detachments and individuals of the Duke of York's 
army, although its correct discipline and orderly conduct, during 
the retreat, afforded no just cause of complaint. They were 
imbibed in a more or less degree by the Dutch troops, and they 
naturally had the general effect of producing in those who 
would have directed the energies and resources of a wall 
^ected people, a dread of calling forth exertions of which the 
application might become so doubtful. 

In February, 179^9 ^^^ Majesty was graciously pleased to 
nominate the Duke of York to the situation of Commander in 
Chief, an office, at that time, not less important than it had be- 
come arduous from the deplorable effects of the inefficiency and 
abuse which prevailed in every branch and department of the 
military service. There existed no positive system of discipline, 
no rule of promotion, or if they did exist, they were not en- 
forced. Advancement was attainable by a hundred different 
means, none productive of any solid or immediate advantage, 
yet all entailing serious and lasting mischief. 

His Royal Highness undertook the duties of this situation 
with a firm determination to correct the errors and abuses 
which had crept into the administration of the army, and the 
zeal and indefatigable attention with which he persevered in this 
arduous task, were equalled only by the judgment which 
directed his labours, and which prompted him to proceed with 
moderation and caution towards the progressive attainment of 
his olyect, instead of resorting to hasty measures which would 
have unhinged the whole machine, before any other could be 
substituted, and have ruined a number of individuals, who 
under a better system, might eventually become useful to the 
state. A course so prudent and so mild could alone have 
enabled him to overcome the many difficulties he had to en- 
counter, and the opposition with which be frequently had to 
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-contend; and it may with truth he asserted, that while the ne- 
cessitj of checking; evil and abuse led to the enforcement of 
regulations which had been neglected, or to the establishment 
of others indispensable to the general welfare of the service, of 
which the effect was felt as a grievance by many, the utmost 
care was taken by H. R. H. not to afford just cause of com- 
plaint to any. No detail escaped his vigilant superintendance, 
and the interests of the old officer, the comfort of the old 
soldier, were blended in his endeavours to place the army upta 
a footing of efficiency and respectability, which should conduce 
to the security and the honor of the country. In the discharge 
of these duties, H. R. H. enjoyed, as he merited, the fiill 
confidence and the support of his Majesty, and bis government, 
and was assisted by officers whom a sense of their merit and 
efficiency, and not private favor, induced him to select for situa- 
tions of office and of command. ^ 

In September, 1799^ the Duke of Yoilc was called from the 
immediate duties of his official situation at home to assume the 
command of an expedition, undertaken by the British Govern- 
ment, for the deliverance of Holland, at a period when there wai 
reason to hope that the successes obtained by the Austrian and 
Russian armies in Germany and Italy, would prevent the French 
from offering any vigorous resistance in Holland, especially if 
the attempt to emancipate that country should be supported 
by die inhabitants, as there appeared just ground to expect. 

Preparations were made early in the summer for this enter- 
prize, for which it was intended to assemble 30,000 British 
troops, who were to be joined off the coast of Holland by 
17^000 Russians. 

It is not intended to enter into any minute statement of this 
expedition, but to furnish a brief sketch of the operations, and 
a few general observations upon the principal events. 

The first division, or the advanced guard of the expedition, 
of about 12,000 men, under the orders of Lieut. General Sir 
Ralph Abercrombie, and escorted by a considerable naval ar- 
mameut under Admiral Mitchell, put to sea on the ISth Au- 
gust, but did not make the coast of North Holland, until the 
SOIfa ; and contrary winds and tempestuous weather prevented 



Sir Ralph Abercrombie from effecting a landing until the £7th. 
It succeeded completelyi although opposed vigorously bj Gen- 
eral Daendeb, who had collected 10,000 meny and who retired 
from his position near the Helder to that of the Zuype^ after sustain- 
ing a loss of 1400 men. That of the British troops was 454 in 
killed and wounded — among the latter was Lieut. General Sir 
James Pulteney, who very much distinguished himself in this action. 

llie evacuation of the Helder was its immediate consequence. 
On the 28th a reinforcement of 6^000 men landed under Miyor 
General Don, and on the same day possession was taken of the 
Naval Arsenali at the Nieuwe Diep, and of the ships of war 
and Indiamen in it. On the SOth, Admiral Mitchell passed 
the Heldefi and entered the channel which leads to the Vlieter, 
where the Dutch fleet was at anchor. Admiral Story who 
commanded it was summoned to surrender the fleet, to which 
he agreed after some communication, and thus the maritime 
part of the expedition was realized in three days from the first 
landing of the troops. 

On the 1st Sept. Sir Ralph Abercrombie advanced and occu- 
pied the position of the Zuype, with his right to Petten, and his 
left at Oude Sluys; General Daendels having retired from it on 
the 30th August in the direction of Alkmaar, upon the line of 
the Schermer. Here the latter was soon joined by French 
troops which arrived in great haste from Zealand and other 
parts, and on the 2nd Sept. by General Brune, who bad the 
chief command in Holland. Upon the 8th General Dumon- 
ccau joined him with a Batavian division, when the total num- 
ber of the enemy opposed to Sir. R. Abercrombie, amounted 
to 20,000 men, including about 7000 French. 

Sir R. Abercrombie, not having a force sufficient or equip- 
ments which could authorize further progress, had employed 
the interval between the 1st and 10th Sept. in strengthening 
his position ; and in taking every precaution which might enable 
him to resist attack, until the arrival of reinforcements from 
England, or of the Russians. The 11th light dragoons (^boliit 
^00) had landed on the 6th and joined him. The Hereditiiy 
Prince of Orange arrived at the Tcxd on the 8th, and prc^ 
cccdcd to the Helder. 
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On die lOthy the enemy made a general attack upon Sir 
R. Abercrombie's position, directing their principal efforts' 
against the flank of the Slaper Bjke, which was .defended 
by the two brigades of guards under M. General Burrard; 
and against the post of Crabbendam which formed a salient angle 
in die position ; and where diey were resisted by Sir R. Abeiu 
crombie in person, with a proportion of the £Oth regiment. 
Their attempts to force these and other points on the right and 
centre of the position, were gallant but unavailing; those madie' 
upon its left were weak and easily checked. They retired in 
disorder upon Alkmaar with the loss of nearly 2000 men, of which 
1200 were French, the latter having attacked the right. The' 
British, who were much sheltered by the dyke and intrench* 
ments, lost only 180 killed, wounded, and missing. Among the 
wounded was Major General, the late Sir John, Moore. 

Sir R. Abercrombie continued in his position, and between 
the 12th and 15th three brigades of British troops, and two of the 
three divisions of Russians under Lieut .Gen. Hermann, and Major 
Gen. Essen, dis-embarked at the Helder, and proceeded to the 
Zuype. The Duke of York landed on the 15th, and assumed the 
command of the army ; which on the 1 5thamounted to 33,000 men^ 
including 1£00 light cavalry, viz^ 46 battalions and 10 squadrons; 
the whole of this force was, however, not assembled in the Zuype 
until the 18th. At this period H. R. H. possessed a superiority 
of force, of which it was material that he should avail himself as 
early as possible, to strike a decisive blow. The season was 
advanced, adverse winds, and other obstacles to the assembly of 
the several divisions forming his army, had produced delays 
which had enabled the enemy to collect the means of opposition 
from ^various quarters ; and had in proportion damped whatever 
disposition might have existed in the country to favor the cause 
of the House of Orange. Finally, the operations of the allies in 
Switzerland had.takena turn, which forbad an expectation that, 
as a diversion, they would. longer favor the attempt in Holland. 

All these motives combined to induce H. R. H. to proceed 
with the utmost expedition ,to offensive measures; and on the 
19th Sept. be made a general attack upon.*the extensive position 
occupied by the enemy ; the principal points of which diey had 
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•trcHigly fortified. . It would be superfluous here to describe 
quQiitely, operations of wliich the plan, the progress, aiid 
the result, have been so fully detailed in official documents. 
The attack was made in three columns : that of the right 
consisting almost wholly of Russians under Lieut. Gen. Her* 
mann, was directed upon the villages of Groet, Schorel, and 
Bei:g^n; the centre colunm. under Lieut. Gen. D. Dundas^ 
upon Warmenhuysen^ and Schoreldami and thence to co-operale 
with the right; the left column under Lieut. Gen. Sir J. 
Pulteney, was to attack the Lange Dyke ; which was defend^ 
by General Daendeb' division of Dutch troops, and strongly 
fortified. A fourth column of 9000 British troops, under 
Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Abercrombie, was to turn entirely the rightof 
the enemy's position, and to march on the evening of the 18tb, 
so as to reach Hoom at the moment when the general attack 
should commence ; and thence to direct itself on Purmereud,' 
eventually, if the general attack should succeed, to threaten and 
even to endeavour to possess itself of Amsterda^m. 

The first operations of the several colunms were successful. 
Lieut. Gen. Hermann rapidly carried Groet and Schbrel, and 
penetrated into Bergen ; Lieut. Gen. Dundas's column carried 
Wermenhuysen and Schoreldam, and established itself at the 
lutlpr point; while Sir James Pulteney's, later in the day, 
alarmed the formidable works at Oudes Carpel, the head of the 
J^nge Dyke, and drove the enemy with considerable loss of 
men and guns, from the villages which line the Lange Dyke, 
upon Aikmaar ; thus cutting off Gen. Daendels from the retreat 
pn P^irmerend, and removing all opposition to the progress of 
Sir R, Abercrombie, excepting such as the nature and state of 
tbe^MUntry offered. 

;. ' llhe hopes which so brilliant a commencement afforded of 
a)|pneral and decisive success were destroyed by the imprudent 
(fOpiduct of the Russian troops under General Hermann ; whose 
htkiy valor caused them to overlook every precaution which 
the art of war prescribes, and led to their being surrounded in 
the village of Bergen, and finally repulsed with very considerable 
loss, by an ^m y inferior to them in number and valor, but 
aiiperior iki science and prudence; they retired in confusion, 
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and a yrerj great proportion of General Dundat't column, was 
necessarily detiiched from the centre to support them, and to 
cover the right of the position of the Zuype. Sir James Pulteney 
was directed to suspend bis attack ; Sir R. Abercrombie was 
recalled, and the whole of the troops which had been employed 
in this attack, resumed their stations in the position from which 
they had marched. The Britirii lost in killed, wounded, and mis- 
sing, about 1 100 men, of whom 49 were officers. The Russians 
in killed and taken 1745 men, of whom 44 were officers, including 
Lieut. Gen. Hermann taken, and Lieut. Gen. Gerebzoff killed ; 
and in wounded 12£5, of whom 49 were officers, including Major 
Gen. Southoff. The enemy suffered also very considerably^, 
and left 3000 prisoners in the hands of the allies, chiefly taken 
by Sir James Pulteney's column. 

The Duke of York has without reason been blamed, for 
having detached so large a corps under Lieut. Gen. Sir R. 
Abercrombie, instead of applying a greater force to the attack 
of the enemy's left. The objects to be gained by the move- 
ments of Sir R. Abercrombie would, if attained, have had 
material effect on die result of the whole expedition ; and could 
only be attempted while H. R. H. possessed a superiority of 
means.; at the same time that its success could alone remove 
the evils, arising from the late period of the season, at ^ich 
the operations had commenced. The enemy had left their 
right uncovered, and a very strong country unoccupied ; from 
which it was evident that it would be very difficult to drive 
them, if time were allowed to them to correct their error ; and 
they had left Amsterdam without defence on the side only by 
which it was accessible. The numbers of the column which 
attacked Bergen would have been more than sufficient, if they 
had been employed with common prudence. This column was 
at all times very superior to the enemy which opposed it, but it 
moved in mass in an intersected country, never covered its 
flanks, never deployed during its hurried progress, and its opera- 
tions having, contrary to order, been commenced long before 
daylight, the fire of musquetry was directed on no positive point, 
extended through the Whole depth of the column or mass ; and 
proved probably more destructive to itself than to the enemy. 
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^ That the other coluniDS were not too weak i^ sufficiently shown 
by their having maintained, until withdrawn by order, the posts 
they had gained while they were detached to the support of 
the Russians. 

General Brune's army re-occupied all the posts from which 
it had been driven, and its general position was now covered on 
the right by inundations, the only communications across which, 
the dykes^ were fortified. The space between Alkmaar and 
the 21uyder Zee, was thus rendered defensible by small numbers^ 
and Amsterdam was covered on the land side. The remainder 
of the army, which was successively reinforced, was concen- 
trated between the Lange Dyke and the ocean, and the post of 
Oudes Carpel was strengthened by additional works, and by 
inundations. Schoreldam and the Koedyke were also fortified 
with greater care. 

The Duke pf York was anxious to renew the attack before 
the enemy should be further reinforced, and the arrival of the 
third division of Russians under General Emm6 which joined 
him on the £6th, and of some detachments from England, had 
replaced the. numbers lost on the 19th, but the state of the 
weather and of the roads, obliged him to defer operations until 
the second of October. 

It has been already observed that the right of the enemy was 
no longer assailable, and the further precautions taken by them had 
rendered an attack in front not advisable. H. R. H. therefore 
determined to operate with his main force against their left, in 
the hopes of making such an impression as should materially 
reduce their means of future resistance. 

The attach upon the enemy^s left wing was made by three 
columns ; that of the right under Sir R. Abercrombie, moving 
along the shore, upon £gmont-op*Zee, that of the centre con^ 
sialing. of Russians undtir General Essen along the road, 
which.' skirts the Downs by Groet and Schorel, against Biergen ; 
diat on the left under Lieutenant General Dundas, was in pait 
to move on Schorddam, in part to co-operate with General 
Essen in the advance on Bergen, and to endeavour to establish 
aconaexwn with Sir> Ralph Abercrombie^s. . 

A fomlli column) under Sir James Pulteney, waa to cover 
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the left of the armj as far as the. %uyder Zee, and to threaten 
the enemy's right, further to a^vail itself of any favorable oppor- 
tunity which might occur of supporting by more decided ope* 
rations, those of the other columns. 

The enemy were dislodged from Schoreldam and from the 
sand bills about Bergen and Egmont-op-Zee after an obstinate 
resistance, particularly near the latter post, in its progress to- 
wards which, Sir Ralph Abercrombie's column suffered severely. 
The loss of the enemy would have been much more serious if 
General Essen could have been prevailed upon to co-operate 
more vigorously in the attack upon the village of Bergen, the 
early possession of which might bi|ve rendered the retreat of the 
eneiny> right very precaripus. The general result of the 
attack was, that it placed the Duke of York's army on the fid 
October, in a situation which would have enabled him to re- 
new it QU the following day with great advantage, and General 
Brune, in consequence, abandoned his positions in. the night, 
and retired to the strong ground about Bever-wyck and Wyclo- 
op-Zee, with the greater proportion of his troops, while General 
Daendels, who had abandoned Oudes Carpel and Lange Dyke^ 
fell back through Alkmaar to Purmereud. 

Alkmaar was occupied on the afternoou of the Sd by detacbr 
ments from General Dundas's and Sir James Pulteney'sjcolumns^ 

The British loss amoujoitedto 237 killed, of whom 11 were 
officers, llOfiwounded, of whom 79 wereofficers,.andl93 missing. 
That of the Russians wasl3 officers and 157 soldiers killed or taken, 
and 20 officers and 403 wounded. Major General Moore was 
wounded early in the. action^, but did not quit the field until a 
second very severe wound obliged him to be carried off. Seven 
pieces of cannon and several ammunition waggons were taken 
from the enemy, whose loss. in men.waa very great.* 

On the 4th, the right of the army under Sir R. Abercrooihie 
pushed its posts beyond Egmont-pp^Zee, Egmont op to Hooi^ 
and Egmont BiuneA; the centre occupied Alkmaar, and the 
villages in its front towards Limmen. The left, was placed 
behind the canal pC Alkmaar; between. that, town «and Scher- 
meifaom. The town, of Hoorn on thev Zuydec Zea.WBS.re^or 
cupied by.adetiichmi;Qt from the. le&. The roads were in a 
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dreadful state, and the conveyance of supplies of every descrip- 
tion from the rear, had become very arduous. This circumstance 
and the necessity of giving some repose to the troops, prevented 
the Duke of York from immediately following up the success 
obtained on the fid and dd by the attack on General Brune^ in 
the strong position to which he had retired near Bever-wyck. 
On the sixth, however, he determined to push forward the ad- 
vanced posts of the centre and right, and the enemy were driven 
from the villages of Ackersloot and Limmen by the guards, 
from that of Baccum by the Russians, and from the ground be- 
tween that village and the sea by the reserve under Colonel 
Macdonald without much difficulty, although with some loss to 
themselves. Thus far and no farther it was intended that these 
corps should proceed, preparatory to the general attack in con^ 
templation, but Colonel Macdonald having followed the enemy 
too eagerly on the right, in the Sand Hills, and the Russians 
having advanced to Castricum, whi^h It was not intended they 
should attack, brought on a contest between these corps and 
the reinforcement sent by the enemy, which, although it had no 
object, soon became a general action from Limmen to the sea, 
and was disputed on the right with great obstinacy, and with 
alternate success until late in the evenhug, when the enemy were 
driven back to their position, and the allies remained in posses- 
sion of Baccum and even of Castricum, from which a detachment 
made by General Coote from Limmen had driven the enemy. 

The loss sustained by both parties in this engagement, 
brought on with the sole desire of supporting the advanced 
posts, was very severe. The British lost in killed, wounded, 
and missing, 50 officers, and 14fi5 men, the Russians 1110, 
including officers. 

Although the Duke of York's army had repulsed the enemy, 
and maintained every post which it had occupied early in the 
day, the consequences of this useless action, and the loss sus- 
tained in it, rendered its effects equivalent to a defeat. It 
obliged IL R. H. to suspend the meditated attack, and reduced 
•his numbers at a moment when he had no expectation of further 
reinforcement, and when the enemy's means were hourly increas- 
ing. He no longer possessed that superiority of force which 
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>iva8 indispenstble to the continuance of oiFensive warfare. The 
state of the roads, and the consequent difficulty of bringing up 
provisions and ammunition have been already adverted to. 

These circumstances, the advanced period of the season, and 
the unfavoral^le position as a defensive one, which the army 
dien occupied, added to the disappointment of the expectations 
of an insurrection of the Dutch people, rendered it very evi- 
dent that no further movement in advance, nor a continuance in 
the station then occupied, presented that prospect of advan- 
tage which could balance the risk attending them, and H. R. H . 
was induced, by the advice of Sir R. Abercrombie and the other 
Lieutenant Oenerals, to abandon an enterprise of which the 
increasing dangers were not compensated by any probability of 
success, and to retreat to the position of the Zuype, where he 
would be nearer his magazines, and wait with greater security 
for histructions from England. 

The troops began their retreat on the evening of the seventh, 
and the centre and right reached theZuype on the following day 
without any interruption from the enemy or any other loss than 
that of 50 wounded, left at Egmont-op-Zee, whose state did 
not admit of removal. The left retired more gradually. 

General Brune's light troops did not approach the position of 
the allies until the evening of the eighth. On the ninth they re- 
occupied Warmenhuysen, and on the tenth they pressed upon the 
rear of the left wing, under Prince William of Gloucester, by 
whichi however, they were kept in check until night, when it 
continued its retreat without being further molested; On the 
same day they appeared in force upon the whole line, but re- 
tired without attempting any thing. 

The Duke of York lost .no time in adding to the strength of 
his position, and in directing the sick and wounded to be sent 
to the Island of the Texel or to England, and the removal to Eng- 
land also, of the Dutch Levies, which were forming at the Helder. 

Henceforth the resumption of offensive operations was oat of 
the question, and H, R. H. had to decide between the alternative 
of continuing on the defensive in the position which he oc- 
cupied, or of endeavouring to evacuate, by some means or 
other, North Holland. 
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It was a choice of evils. Th^ position which he occupied 
was good| and the troops under his orders might long have 
resisted the enemy's attempts to force it ; but at this advanced 
season H. R. H. could not look t6 the certainty or even the 
probability of the arrival of reinforcements or even of supplies ; 
repeated attacks would necessarily have caused a serious dimi- 
nution of his forcCy and the uncertainty of the navigation might 
have produced starvation. The unhealthiness of a marshy coun- 
try had already entailed great sickness, the increase of whidi 
would cause a reduction in his numbers, possibly still more con- 
siderable than the sword. 

The enemy, on tlie contrary, were daily acquiring strength, 

and could multiply, hasten, or retard their attacks at pleasure, 
without dreading any deficiency of supply. 

If repulsed or beaten, their retreat was open, and they could 
not be followed ; at least nothing would have been gained by 
following them. 

If H. R« H.'s position had been forced, which sooner or later 
must have been the case, he might possibly have made a second 
stand in a position, marked out between it and the sea, but 
still embarkation must have been the ultimate resource, and 
that embarkation must have been effected under the attack of a 
superior enemy, and possibly attempted when a contrary wmd 
would have exposed the transports to destruction, supposing 
even that a sufficient number should have been collected to 
receive the troops. 

Admitting these reasons to operate forcibly against any 
attempt to maintain a defensive position, it must be allowed 
that some of them operated in no less a degree against re- 
embarkation under the attack of an enemy. The gain of a 
march would have availed Lttle, for the whole army could not 
have been embarked at once, that part which remained on shore 
would have been exposed id a two-folfl degree to the efforts of 
an enemy already possessing the advantage of superiority in 
reference to the wholes and daight have been destroyed in sight 
of the shqps,' or in the act of embarking. At all events, under 
the moat favorable supposition, a strong rear guard must 
have been saaificed, and unless the wind should favor One 
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departure of the transports^ it would hawe b^en sacrificed for no 
purpose. 

Another alternative indeed occurredi that of cmdng the 
Dykea, and inundating the country beyond the Zuype, but this 
could not be resorted to without destroying that country^ possibly 
for centuries^ and nothing but a persuasion that the pfeservation 
of his army could be. obtained by no other means would have 
induced H. R. H- to adopt it. To have transported his amy 
to another part of the United Provinces woidd^ under all circum^ 
stances^ not have been advisable, and in fact the great embarrass- 
ment of embarking the army would not have been obviated by iu 

These considerations, and the indispensable duty of preserving 
his brave troops to the country, when no object could be attained 
by incurring further risk or loss, induced H« R. H^ to try the 
effect of negociation. 

The result and the terms of the agreement, which was con- 
cluded with General Brune, are too well known tOr require in- 
troduction here, suffice it to say that in this instance, as in 
others, H. R. H. acted by the advice and with the unqualified 
concurrence of Sir R. Abercroqibie and the other Lieutenant 
Generals, who felt that, even in a cold calculation of lives, the 
numbers of his army, which in all probability would have ^en 
sacrificed by a different line of conduct, would have exceeded 
. that of the prisoners whose services were restored to the enemy .^ 
There was no other condition which could; admit of. hesitation; 
no restriction on the employment of the British or Russian troops 
which were at once disposable for other objects ; no re^orattion 
of the captured ships, which though proposed and urged* by 
General Brune, was firmly resisted by H. R. H. evemto the 
length of authorizing General Knox to break off the negociation 
if it should be further insisted upon. 

The agreement was finally concluded on the l8d»of Octdber, 
and from that day hostilities ceased. H. R. H. was to evacoate 
the territory and seas of Holland before the dOth November. 
The greater part of the troops were on board before the end of 
October, and the Duke of York embarked on the 1st Nevember 
leaving to Sir James Pulteney the final QScecution of^^ the-jsgree* 
ment. The latter left the Texelon the IQtb November^ widi 
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tht troops and ships wMch still remtined in the i^d, and the 
eaemy re-occupied the Helder on the same daj. 

Various misrepresentations of the events of this eipedition 
have raised so great a prejudice in those who have not taken the 
trouble of ascertaining fects^ against its projectors and executors, 
that we have thought it necessary to extend our narrative of it 
beyond the intended limits of this work. We have already referred 
our readers to the history of this campaign published in 1801, 
and we shall conclude our observatiotis, many of which are drawn 
from that publication, with the following extracts from it : 

^* The first striking circumstance is the effect which adverse 
winds had in delaying the disembarkation. This delay was 
fatal b a double sense, first, because when the armament sailed, 
the season was already so hr advanced as not to admit of loss 
of time, and secondly, as it afforded to the enemy leisure to 
prepare for a defence, which, if greater expedition could have 
been used, he neither could, nor probably would have attempted. 
The bad effects of this delay were felt during the whole 
course of the expedition. Had the disembarkation taken place 
seven days sooner, .the troops could not have experienced, 
until they had proceeded beyond the Zuype, that resistance 
which was opposed to them upon the very beach where they 
landed* When they afterwards reached that position, the 
enemy had had time to strengthen himself, had acquired greater 
confidence, and adopted more effectual measures. Five weeks 
elapsed between the period when the armament put to sea, 
and that of the general mttack which was made on the 19th of 
September. 

''The losses and fatigues which resulted from its failure, 
contributed with the subsequent inclemency of the weather, to 
render a speedy renewal of it impracticable. The attempt made 
on the fid October was attended with more success ; but the 
season was then so feir advanced, and so un&vorable, and the 
enemy's force so much increased, as to destroy every prospect on 
the part of the allies of following up their victory, and of 
course every hope of obtaining fresh advantages. Hence na» 
tural^ resulted the abandonment of the enterprise, and the 
evaciMtioa of North Holland." 
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tJp6n bis return to England^ the Duke of York again di- 
rected his time and attention to the amelioration of the military 
system ; each successive year afforded fresh proofs of the 
benefits arising from his unabated exertions, and it must be 
admitted that owing to these and the many wise regulations 
established by his Royal Highness^ the British army ifi a 
few years presented a model of perfection to every military 
nation. Its efficiency, consistency, and the noble spirit of 
emulation which pervades every department and every rank, 
enabled it, under the direction of distinguished chiefs, to pre- 
sent insuperable bars to the boundless ambition of Buonaparte, 
whose policy it was, while he admitted the value of our navy, 
to depreciate in the eyes of Europe the military character and 
resources of Great Britain. But the events of recent years haVe 
placed the exploits of the army on the same splendid pre* 
eminence which the navy had so justly acquired ; and they had 
produced a material change in the tone in which Buonaparte 
and his Generals affected to speak of British tr6ops long be- 
fore even their successful efforts in supporting the independence 
of Portugal and Spain, had encouraged the oihet powers of 
the continent to maintain a struggle, which has ended in th6 
downfoll of tyranny, and the restoration of l^gitilkiate autho- 
rity. 

From the proud feeling inspired by these reflections, we 
turn with regret to state that, iii the midst of the cares atteil^ 
dant upon bis official duties, and while exerting himself (o in^- 
crease the glory of Great Britain by the improvement and con* 
solidation of her vast military resources, an attempt was pre- 
paring to deprive hb country of the services of this mcfritoriout 
Commander in Chief. A becoming deference to the respectable 
assembly where certain charges originated, and were allowed tb 
be exhibited against the Duke of York, compels a forbeamnc^ 
of those observations which a dispassionate view of the conduct 
of the principal perforiher must excite. Indeed these haiVe long 
since been consigned to public contempt. 

On this painful occasion the Duke of York behaved with 
the greatest magnanimity, and finding that the efforts of some 
individuals had succeeded in raising a prejudice against him in 
R. M. Cal I. C 
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the public ndnd, which mi^t have been productive of embar- 
rassment to his Majesty's government in its further endeavours 
to maintain him in his official situation, H. R. H. waited upon 
the Kingy and tendered his resignation on the 18th March, 1809. 

Copy of the Duke of York^s Letter to the Speaker of the 

House of Commons, on the above occasion. 

" Sir, '' Horse Guards, February 23, ISOJJ. 

" 1 have waited, with the greatest anxiety, until the Com- 
mittee appointed by the House of Comnions, to inquire into 
my conduct as Commander in Chief of his Majesty's army, had 
closed its examination ; and I now hope that it will not be 
deemed improper to address this Letter, through you, to the 
House of Commons. 

'^ 1 observe with the deepest concern, that, in the course <^ 
this Inquiry, my name has been coupled with transactions the 
most criminal and disgraceful ; and I must ever regret and lar 
ment, that a connexion should ever have existed, which has 
thus exposed my character and honour to public animadversion. 

'' With respect to any alleged offences connected with the 
discharge of official duties, I do, in the most solemn manner, 
upon my honor as a Prince, distinctly assert my innocence, 
not only by denying all corrupt participation in any of the in- 
famous transactions which have appeared in evidence at the bar 
of the House of Commons, or any connivance at their exis- 
tence, but also the slightest knowledge or suspicion that they 
existed at all." 

_ Few events in the life of our revered Sovereign were of a 
nature to have wounded his feelings so deeply. He beheld in 
diis sad moment his beloved son, whose every exertion had been 
made for the security of his crown and advancement of his king- 
dom's military glory, driven by the effects of the intrigue and 
persecution of a few contemptible individuals, whom he had 
never injured, and by a keen sense of injured honor, to resign 
the high situation which no one had ever previously filled with 
/Such distinguished credit and success. 

While the unprejudiced part pf the community deplored the 
retirement of H. R. H. the whole army deeply participated in 
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-that feeling-; but the habits of 'subordination which had been so 
essentially promoted by the individual whose misfortune they 
regretted, and which were upon this occasion enforced by hi^ 
advice to those corps which expressed a desire to address Inm, 
taught them to bear it in silence, confident that the time wa^ 
approaching when the mists of prejudice would vanish before a 
conviction of the truth. 

That day at length arrived, when the wishes of the country 
at large were eagerly met by the illustrious heir apparent, and 
the Duke of York once more consented to fill the situation 
to which his extraordinary merits so justly entitle him. 

The King's lamented malady deprived him of the satisfaction 
aad happiness which he would have felt in being the immediate 
instniment of restoring the Duke of York to his office ; but the 
communication of the Prince RegentV act was ipade to His 
Majesty during that interval of amelioration, M^hich afforded 
hopes that the prayers of his people for his rec(^very would be 
heard, .and it was hailed by his Majesty with a degree of joy 
which strongly marked both his affe^^tion for the Duke of York^ 
and the high opinion which he had not ceased to entertain of his 
character and conduct. 

During the interval of H. R. H.'s retirement, the office of 
Commander in Chief had been filled by General Sir David 
Dundas, whose study it was to conform in all respects to the 
system and the regulations established by H. R. H. He had 
accepted the office with regret, had continued in it from a sense 
of public duty, and he resigned it widi the most unequivocal 
satisfaction. 

During the same interval the Duke of York's conduct wa^ 
marked by a moderation, and a manly forbearance, which ob- 
t^dned for it the admiration even of those who had been most 
ardent in supporting the accusations against him ; nor was it lesa 
j^emarkable for the caution with which he abstained from a|l 
interference in the arrangements and promotions of the army. . 

In a mind so constituted, the circumstances which had oc- 
curred could leave no impression of ill-humor or disgust which 
could operate as a check to future exertioof r These have beep 
-cxxntioued w-ith renewed aeal and vigor j|||^ inp^roveoKsnt of 
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every branch of the sf^rvic^, the beneficial execution of whateVieT 
shall enable the army best to dischai'ge ks duty to the stat^y ar^ 
stilK^ asr heretofore, the objects^ of H. R. H.'s earnest solici^ 
tiide and unabated attention ; and it may be Confidently asserted, 
that, rfter sO' many years of oflrcial duty, every part of it, 
however comparatively trivial', is undertaken and executed 
with the same zeal and assiduity which distinguished his first 
labors. 

His impartial dispensation of promotion, and his anxious 
desire to reward the services of the meritorious officer, are »c^ 
knowledged by the whole army, and by the country at large ; 
and to H. R. H/s credit be it said, no prejudice which may 
have crept into his mind, no sense of injury received, have ever 
influenced him in the consideration of the claims which are 
brought before him. His mind is indeed incapable of harbor-, 
ing resentment, still less is it susceptible of jealousy of those 
whom distinguished services have placed in situations of high 
command. These haVe at all titnes received his cordial and stre- 
nuous support, and his utmost endeavours have been exerted tp 
furnish them with the means of prosecuting their successful aiid 
honorable career. 

The Duke of York's cothmendable. selection of those holding 
official military situations, under his immediate direction, has 
already been noticed in the first pages of this memoir ; and al- 
thbugh some of them were early distinguished by his friend- 
ship,- it must be observed, in proof of the assertion, " that 
private fevor has not influenced the choice," that General 
Brownrigg, his first military secretary, became first knoWB 
to him by his meritorious discharge of the duties of Deputy 
Quarter Master Gieneral, in Flanders, in 1794, and that Generals 
Gordon and Torrens, who successively filled that ofiSce, were 
not personally known to H. R. H. until some years after be 
became Commander in Chief, and then owed their appoint- 
ment to his official sense of their value. The same principle 
has ever guided H. R. H. in the selection of individuals to fill 
official departments, and staff situations in general, and has been 
itrongly evinced 'm his recommendations to the King, of officers 
for the situation itf Aides-de^Camp to his Majesty, who were 
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^debted for this honorable distinction to jtheir .military talent* 
and conduct in the field. 

H. R. H. is regular in his attendance to business^ to which 
the greater part of every day is devoted. £very airangemenf, 
the most minute^ is submitted by the heads of departments for 
his sanction ; the memorial of every officer^ the petition of every 
soldier, engages his personal attention, nor are any suffered to 
pass unnoticed. 

Tuesdays and Fridays (during the meeting of Parliament), and 
at other periods, Tuesdays only, are the days on which H. R. H. 
gives audiences to officers of every rank who wish to approach 
him on business. From the frequency of these levees, and the 
indiscriminate admission, there are few, if any, officers of the 
army who are not personally known to H. R. H, ; and although 
compliance with the requests of all is impossible, the refusal js 
^wajs softened by the kind manner in which it is conveyed. 

The line of politics which H. R. H. has invariably followed^ 
since the year ] 794, has been that of firm and zealous support 
of the King'^ and the Prince Regent's Government ; but his 
political conduct has been free from violence, and from preju- 
dice against those wlio have adopted a different course ; nor has 
he ever suffered the spirit of party to influence him in the choice 
pf, or intercourse with, private friends. These ;are to be found 
alike among the supporters and the opposers of government ; 
aod the line has been so well drawn a$ to secure him from all 
suspicion that private inclination can affect what he considers 
to be a public duty. The favorable impressipn made upon all 
parties by his good sense and moderation, in this respect, has 
been confirmed by his conduct when entrusted by the Prince 
Regent, soon after the removal of the restrictions op his autho- 
rity, with communications to the heads of parties, haying for 
otgect a cpalition which should strengthen H. R« H.'s go- 
▼pmment. 

Although the negociation failed, the honorable, upright^ and 
candid manner in which it was conducted by H. R. H. was 
acknowledged by all those concerned. 

H. R. H. has shown himself a not less dutiful and affectionate 
sop and kind brother^ than a faithful and zealous subject* 
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In his private attachment he has dffered through life ai). 
example of steadiness truly remarkable. "^I'he friends of his 
youth, those respectable individuals to whom the King had 
entrusted the superintendence of hia education are still his 
frieuds, have free admission to. his society^ and are at all times 
received by him with the same feeling of sincere affection^ 
which on the other hand has continued to be entertained by 
them towards him. 

Those whom he has in . the further course of his life honored 
with his friendship, and who have proved themselves deserving 
of his confidence^ have experienced the most decided proofs of 
sincere and cordial solicitude for their welfare and success, and, 
high and low, respect and love him as a true friend, and a kind 
and in^liilgent' tnaster. His manner, with all, is easy, affable, 
and unaffectedly condescending. Every act evinces goodness 
of heart, so justly considered the greatest of all blessmgs, and 
producing an equanimity of temper, and a cheerfulness of 
disposition, which are so well calculated to support the individual 
under the constant weight of business, and the occasional 
pressure of afHiction and difficulty. 

In proof of the assertion that undue prejudice anfl every 
effort of malice have yielded to a sense of his Royal Highness's 
meritorious discharge of his duty, the vote of thanks, and which 
passed unanimously in the House of Commons at the termina- 
tion of Hostilities in 1814, and was moved by one of those 
members who had been a warm advocatie for his Royal High- 
ness's removal from office, is inserted, together with His Royal 
Highness's reply, and the subsequent votes and correspondence 
in 1815. 

"House of Lords, 11 July, 1814. 

" The Lord Chancellor has the honor to send to your Royal 
Highness, the Commander in Chief of His Majesty's forces, the 
enclosed resolution of the House of Lords, which he has been 
commanded to transmit to your Royal Highness for the purpose 
expressed in the Resolutions. 

(Signed) El don." 

'^ His Royal Highness, 

The Commander in Chief. 
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Mercurii, 13 die Julii, 1814. 
" My Lord, '' Horse Guards, July I2th, 1814. 

'' I have received your LfOrdship's letter of yesterday^ 
transmitting the unanimous vote of thanks of the House of 
Lords to His Majesty's Army, for the services rendered to 
their King and Country : and according to the desire of their 
Lordships, I shall not fail to communicate in the handsome 
terms in which the vote is expressed the sense the House 
entertains of the meritorious and eminent services of the officers, 
and of the exemplary and gallant behaviour of the non-com- 
missioned officers and privates during the war. 

'* It remains for me to assure your Lordship of the satisfaction 
I derive from the opportunity they afforded me of conveying to 
the different branches of the Army so honorable a testimonial 
of the eminent services rendered by them to His Majesty and 
the nation. I am, &c, 

'* The Right Honorable (Signed) Fbederick, 

The Lord Chancellor. Commander in Chief.'' 

'' Sir, " House of Commons, 7th July, 1814. 

** in the name and by the command of the Commons of Great 
Britain and Ireland in Parliament assembled, I have the honor 
to lay before your Royal Highness their unanimous thanks to 
the officers of His Majesty's Army for the meritorious and 
eminent services which they have rendered to their king and 
country during the course of the war; and also their unanimous 
resolution, highly approving and acknowledging the services of 
the non-commissioned officers and men employed in the Army 
during the course of the war ; requesting that the same be com- 
municated to them by the Commander of the several corps, who 
are respectively desired to thank those under their command Cor 
their exemplary and gallant behaviour. 

** In transmitting these resolutions to your Royal Highness^ j 
am further commanded, by the unanimous voice of the House of 
Commons, particularly to express the high sense they entertain 
of your Royal Higbness's long, unremitting, and effectual exer« 
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tions for the improvement of the BritiHh Army : to those exertions, 
of your Royal Highness they feel indebted for that well regu- 
lated and durable system, which has enabled the British 
Army to maintain its victorious career upon the Continent, and 
established the high rank it now holds -amongst the great 
military Powers of £urope. I have the honor, 8cc. 

(Signed) Charles Abbot, Speaker." 
'' Field Marshal His Royal Highness the Duke of York." 

Luna, 11 dieJulii, 1814. 
" Sir, « Horse Guards, 8th July, 1814. 

" I have received your letter, dated yesterday, transmitting the 
unanimous vote of thanks of the House of Commons to His 
Majesty's Army for the services rendered their King and 
Country ; and according to the desires of the House, I shall 
not fail to communicate in the handsome terms in which the 
vote is expressed, the sense the House entertain of the meri- 
torious and eminent services of the officers, and the exemplary 
and gallant behaviour of the non-commissioned officers and 
privates during the war. 

" In expressing the pride I feel in the opportunity thus afforded 
me of distributing the acknowledgments of the Commons of the 
United Kingdom to the different corps in the Army, I must not 
omit to convey to the House through you, Sir, an assurance of 
the high gratification I have derived from the thanks which you 
have by their command communicated to me personally, for the 
service I have rendered to the country in the command of its 
military force. 

*' 1 am truly sensible, Sir, of the indulgent view the House takes 
of such services when they attribute the state of perfection to 
which the army has arrived to the organization which they are 
pleased to consider that 1 have been instrumental in effecting ; 
gratified as I am by so high a testimonial of my individual 
exertions in a cause which has ever been the anxious object of 
my life, it is incumbent upon me to assure the House that my 
endeavour could scarcely fail of success, when followed by the 
patriotic zeal which characterizes this great country. If under 
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such ciranQstances I may have claim to die permanent regula- 
tion of our military system, I am amply recompensed by the 
acknowledgments of the House of Commons^ and I feel 
happy in the consideration of any facility which such endeavours 
oamy part may have given to the Duke of Wellington in the 
execution of the arduous services he has so gloriously achieved, 
and which have so deservedly ranked his Grace among the first 
Captains of the age. I am, Sir, 

(Signed) Frederick, 

Commander in Chief." 
'' The Right Honorable 1 he Speaker .'* 

On the 4th of July, 1815, it was ordered by the Commons 
House of Parliament : 

'' That the Thanks of this House be given to Field Marshal, 
His Royal Highness the Duke of York, Commander in Chief 
of His Majesty's Forces, for his continued, effectual, and un- 
remitting exertion in the discharge of the duties of his high 
situation, during a period of upwards of twenty years, in 
which the British Army has attained a state of discipline and 
military science hitherto unknown, and which, under Divine 
Providence, have contributed in a great degree to acquire for this 
empire its present height of military glory among the nations of 
Europe." 

" Sir, " House of Commons, 4ih July, 1815. 

** I have again the honor and happiness of conveying to 
your Royal Highness the llianks of the House of Com- 
mons for your Royal Highness's long, eminent, and merito- 
rious services in the command and administration of the British 
Army. 

*' The many splendid triumphs obtained by the British Forces 
which served in the Peninsular war, had established their charac- 
ter in the military annals of Europe ; but the late memorable 
and unrivalled victory in Flanders has proved to this House and 
to the Country, that the system so ably planned, and so steadily 
and impartially executed, has extended its influence alike 
throughout all branches of the military service under your 
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Royal Higbness's command. And the name of your Royal 
Highness will, we doubt not, descend to our latest posterity in 
conjunction with that of the grei^t Captain of this age, who has 
employed so victoriously those mighty means which your Royal 
Highness had so wisely framed and placed under his direction. 

1 have the honor to be, 8cc. 

''To Field Marshal, (Signed) C. Abbot, Speaker." 
His Royal Highness the Duke of York." 

Answer, 

" Sir, " Horse Guards, 5th July, 1817. 

'' In acknowledging the receipt of your letter dated 
yesterday, I know not in what terms 1 can sufficiently express 
the deep sense of gratitude I feel on finding that my services in 
the command and administration of the British Army have once 
more been distinguished by the Thanks of the House of Com- 
mons. 

'' It is to the natural energy of British soldiers, to that fii'm 
and persevering bravery which forms so distinguishing a feature 
m our national character, and to the pre-eminent talents of 
that great Officer^ the Duke of Wellington, to whom the 
command of our yrmy on the Continent has been entrusted^ 
that 1 must exclusively attribute the late brilliant career of 
his Majesty's arms. 

** T^ixX it is with peculiar pride that I learn that the favpr of the 
House of Commons has induced them to ascribe to any effort 
of mine, the smallest share in securing those splendid suc- 
cesses which have at once insured the future tranquillity of 
Europe, and crowned our exertions with unparalleled glory, 
tarn Sir, Yours, 

(Signed) Frbdebick, 

Commander in Chief." 
'' The Right Honorable The Speaker." 

In 1818, on the death of Her Majesty, the Duke of York 
was appointed to the charge of the person of His Royal 
Father. 
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II. TiEjLD Marshal, His Royal Highness Edward^ 
Duke of Kent, K.G. G. C. B. and K.S.P. 

Th b Duke of Kent, fourth son of the King, was bora the se* 
cond of November, 1 7^7. At the age of seventeen he was 
sent to the Continent to complete his education, and His Royal 
Highness's first abode was at Luneburg, where he remained 
nearly twelve months. From thence he removed to Hanover, 
and there continued till October, 1787, in command of the 
Hanoverian Guards, of which corps he was appointed Colonel 
the SOth May, 1786. He next proceeded to Geneva, and 
during the period of his stay there, His Royal Highness was 
appointed, April, 1789, Colonel of the 7ih Foot, or Royal 
Fusileers. In January, 1790, he returned to England. 

After passing only ten days with his family, Prince Edward^ 
in obedience to the commands of His Majesty, proceeded to 
Gibraltar, where for several months he commanded the 
Queen's Regiment, and until the arrival of the Fusileers as a 
reinforcement to the garrison in the month of August of the 
same year. His Royal Highness remained with his regiment kt 
Gibraltar tillJune, 179I9 when he sailed with it for Quebec 

Whilst in Canada, in October, 1793, Prince Edward was ap- 
pointed to the rank of Major General, and in the month of 
December follo^ving, had orders to join the late Earl, then 
General Sir Charles Grey, who was on the point of proceed- 
ing to attack the French West-India Setdements. At the time 
His Royal Highness received the order, all communication by 
water was cut off, the navigation of the St. Laurence had been 
closed, and the ferment created in the minds of the Americans, 
from the captures made by British cruizers of their merchant- 
men, rendered it extremely hazardous for the Prince to at- 
tempt joining Sir Charles by passing through the United States. 

These difficulties, however, were not sufficient to damp the 
ardor of the Prince. Immediately on receiving the order, Ja- 
nuary, 1 794, and before his instructions could be made public. 
His Royal Highness quitted Quebec for the purpose of travel- 
ling through the United States, and embarking at Boston. 
So extremely perilous was the Prince's journey at this season. 
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that in crossing Lake Champlaia on the ice, two of the 
sledges conveying His Royal Highness's equipage broke in^ and 
were totally lost. Fortunately, soon after his arrival at Boston, 
an English packet, carrying eight guns and forty men, put in 
there; and in which His Royal Highness instantly sailed for 
the West Indies. In the course of the voyage, the packet was 
more than once chased by privateers, which there was every 
reason to suppose belonged to the enemy. Prince Edward^ 
however, reached the army in safety, and was received by Sir 
Charles in a manner highly flattering to His Royal Highness. 

Prince Edward arrived just at the commencement of the 
siege of Fort Bourbon in the Island of Martinique, and out of 
compliment to the gallantry His Royal Highness displayed on 
that occasion, the Lower Fort, called ,Fort Royal^ has been 
subsequently named Fort Edward. 

Fort Bourbon could not have been closely invested without 
attacking and carrying some heights, which were strongly oc- 
cupied by the enemy, commanded by General Bellegarde^ 
The attack of these heights was resolved on, and intended to 
be carried into execution, at one o'clock in the mornipg, and 
with the bayonet only. But the French General having also 
determined to make an attempt on a division of the King's 
troops at nearly the same period, and descendiqg from the 
heights, directed his efforts against the left of the British Army. 
l.lie French were received with the greatest courage and stea- 
diness, and General Prescot reinforcing the corps engaged, 
General Bellegarde was compelled to ^retire with considerable 
loss. 

Sir Charles Grey instantly availed himself of the opportunity 
of attacking the enemy's camp, weakened as it was by General 
Bellegarde's detachmient ; and, at the head of the flank brigades, 
be stormed the heights with the greatest rapidity and most com- 
plete success, driving the routed enemy into Fort Bourbon. 
The possession of the heights enabled Sir Charles to besiege 
the F6rt, and such was the posture of affairs in the West In- 
dies, at the moment Prince Edward jomed the British Army. 

The Prince took the command of the detached camp of La 
Coste above Point Pitre, and had under his orders the late 
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General Thomas Dundas. His Royal highness's gallantry dur- 
ing the siege was the admiration of the British Army ; and at 
the storming of Fort Royal, as well as the attack on the 9th 
of March, his life was frequently exposed to the most imminent 
peril. One of his Aides-de-camp^ Captain, now Lieutenant 
General, Wetherall, was severely wounded, whilst executing 
the orders of his Prince. 

The British Army after the capture of Martinique proceeded 
to St. Lucia, and His Royal Highness was again entrusted 
with the command of the Grenadier Brigade, which, in con- 
junction with the Light Infantry Brigade under General Dun- 
das^ formed the storming party, and carried Morne Fortun^e, 
since named Fort Charlotte. The Army next moved to Guade- 
loupe, where the Flank Companies were detached under the 
command of Prince Edward and General Dundas. His 
Royal Highness shortly afterwards, in co-operation with that 
General, succeeded in occupying Morne Marscot and Fleor 
d'Ep6e; which commanded Point i Pitre. 

The zeal and activity of the Prince during the remainder of 
the campaign, and the readiness with which he shared every 
danger and hardship with the meanest soldier in the army, ac- 
quired him the highest personal esteem of the Commander in 
Chief, and the admiration of every individual serving with the 
British Forces in the West Indies. The services of His. 
Royal Highness were honored with the thanks of Parliament ; 
and it may here be observed as an extraordinary fact^ that he is 
the only Member of the Royal Family who has received that 
distinction for actual services performed in the field. 

Upon the reduction of the French West-India Islands, His 
Royal Highness, whose health was considerably impaired by 
fatigue, and the effects of the climate, in obedience to His 
Majesty's commands, which directed his return to North 
America, embarked for Halifax in the Blanche frigate ; and 
shortly after his arrival, he was appointed Commander of the 
Forces in Nova Scotia and its dependencies. On the 12th 
January, 1796, His Royal Highness was promoted to the rank 
of Laeu tenant General. 

The conduct of Prince Edward during his residence in North 
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America, was such as to obtain him universal respect and esteem. 
In consequence of a severe injury he received in his left thigh, from 
ahorse falling with and rolling uponhim. His Royal Highness, in 
compliance with the wishes of his friends, returned to England 
for surgical assistance, where on his arrival he experienced the 
most flattering marks of attention for his conduct abroad. 

In April, ]799> when in his thirty-second year. His Royal 
Highness was called to the House of Peers, (ten years after his 
brother the Duke of Clarence, who is only two years older than 
himself,) and created Duke of Kent and Strathearn in Great 
Britain, and Earl of Dublin in Ireland. 

in May following, his health being re-establislied, the Duke 
of Kent was appointed General and Commander in Chief of 
all the Forces in British North America, to which country he 
sailed soon after in the Arethusa frigate, and his return was 
greeted by all ranks. 

It should, however, in this place be noticed, that the horsea, 
equipage, baggage, and other equipments of the Duke ofKent^ 
on leaving England, were embarked on board a transport the 
British Government had expressly destined for that purpose. 
After the Duke had sailed, an embargo was laid on every 
British vessel in the ports of this country, on account of the 
H elder Expedition ; and amongst others upon the transport 
containing His Royal Highness*s equipment. It was not al- 
lowed to sail till October following, when, owing to the tem- 
pestuous weather usual at that season on the coast of North 
America, it was wrecked on Sable Island, and all on board 
perished. 

The loss of this transport was of the utmost magnitude and 
importance to His Royal Highness, it contained his Library, 
Maps, Papers, Cellar, Furniture, Carriages, Horses, and every 
equipment necessary for a Prince and Commander in Chief of 
North America : to complete it. His Royal Highpess had ex- 
pended a very considerable sum of money, expecting to have 
remained for several years in North America ; and although it 
IS usual in such cases for the country to reimburse officers. 
His Royal Highness did not obtain any remuneration. 

When the Duke of Kent assumed the supreme command in 
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North AmerMSa, His Royal Highness devoted himself to the 

duties of that important trust. Among many other beneficiid 

r^ulations which His Royal Highness framed, he established a 

clear and uniform system of conducting the public business 

throughout. the different departments of that country, in a 

manner calculated to prevent all irregularity or confusion in 

accompts, or any improper expenditure of the public money. 

It is from this judicious system, that the late regulations and 

ndode of arrangement in the Commissariat Department of 

Great Britain, have principally emanated. The Duke of 

Kent liad with him on his personal staff, several officers of 

great talent, and who, from being eye-witnesses to the result of 

his plans, have introduced a similar system here. One of these 

gentlemen was the late Commissary General Coffin ; another, 

the present Major General Sir J. W. Gordon, Quarter Master 

General, and previously Commissary General. The former 

^as Commissary of Accompts in British North America, and 

held that appointment previous to the arrival of the Duke of 

Kent ; the latter was first Aid-de-camp and Military Secretary 

to His Royal Highness, for which situations the Duke had 

selected him on account of his industry and great attention to 

business. 

His Royal Highness gave the most unremitting attention to 
the security and welfare of the Province, and to the safety of 
the garrison ; he repaired the fortifications, and added severd 
new works where they were required, some of which were en- 
tirely pknned by himself, and reflect great credit on his judg-r 
ment as an engineer. We say some, from a knowledge that a 
temporary work constructed on the Citadel Hill at Halifax by 
the late. Major Stratton, never me tthe Duke of Kent's appro- 
bation. On account of the importance of the place, the har- 
bour, and the dock-yard, a permanent citadel of masonry should 
have been built in its stead. 

The intense application of the Duke of Kent to the i^arious 
duties of his command, so materially injured his health, and he 
suffered such severe and repeated bilious attacks, that in the 
course of a twelvemonth he was under the necessity of solicit- 
ing permission to. pass the ensmn^ winter in. England. 
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As a public testimony of His Royal Highnfts's conduct iii 
North America, the Legislative assembly unanimously voted 
fivie hundred guineas for the purchase of a diamond star, to be 
presented to the Duke of Kent as a mark of their affectioiif and 
respect for his person and character. 

The Duke of Kent arrived in England in August, 1800. On ^ 
the 21st August, 1801, he was appbinted to the Colonelcy of 
the Royal Scots Regiment; and in 1802, Governor of Gibrafl<- 
tar, where he arrived on the 10th May in that year. 

The disturbances which took place at Gibraltar in the nfiontli 
of December following^ have invariably been exaggerated, and 
commented upon in difrei;ent publications. They have thence 
formed a principal event in the life and military career of His 
Royal Highness, and have therefore demanded our particular 
attention. We have diligently sought for «fact8 from which a 
candid and correct statement might be given on the subject ; 
and what w^ have to offer must put at rest all doubts, if aliy 
remain, in the least prejudicial to the honorable and illustriousr 
character of this distinguished Prince. 

It is necessary to point out the state in which the Duke of 
Kent found the discipline of the troops on his arrival at 
Gibraltar; the steps he judged it necessary to take in order to 
effect a radical change; and the> outlines of the system te 
pursued with unwearied perseverance for that purpose. From 
diese points, the difficulties the Duke had to combat will be 
seen ; and the most sceptical may be convinced that the events 
which must have occasioned Hi^ Royal Highness the most 
poignant uneasiness, arose wholly from the unparalleled opposi^ 
tion he met with in the discharge of his duty, and not either 
from want of temper or moderation, pr from excess of severity 
on his part. 

On the day the Duke of Kent landed at Gibraltar, he had an 

4 

immediate opportunity of forming a judgment of the exterior 
appearance of the troops, as they were all assembled in review 
order on the Grand Parade, and afterwards formed aline from 
thence to the Lieutenant Governor's Quarters, where the Duke 
at first took up his residence. 
To describe the slovenliness t>f their appearance, the total want 
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t>f uniformity id their dress and appointments, the inaccuracy 
t)f their movements, and the unsteadiness of both officers and 
men, is beyond the power of any language : nor was their state 
of discipline more deserving of applause ; for the grossest irre- 
gularities were evident in the conduct of the men off duty, even 
in the public streets^ where they were by scores in a state of the 
most disgraceful intoxication, and altogether so clothed, as to 
have the appearance of almost any thing but soldiers. 

After a lapse of some weeks, the Duke of Kent was com^ 
pelled to remark, that scarcely a day had passed without a 
complaint reaching him of some atrocious act having been 
commuted on the persons and property of the inhabitants; of 
some mutinous conduct on the part of the soldiers towarda 
their non-commissioned officers, or of some flagrant military 
crime, such as drunkenness on guard, or inaler-tness of sentries 
on their posts, besides a long catalogue of smaller offences* 
Punishments were in consequence frequent, but yet the evil 
was not removed. It became then indispensable that some 
other mode should be sought for, since that had proved inef- 
fectual, and prevention obviously appeared to be the only one to 
which the Duke could have recourse. 

It being evident that all these crimes proceeded from the two 
great sources of mischief, idleness and drunkenness, His Royal 
Highness directed his whole attention to check these, by em- 
ploying the soldiers' time more than had beea the case here- 
tofore, and by curtailing the opportunities he had of indulging 
in liquor to excess. To effect the former, the Duke established 
a roll-call at sun-rise, a dress parade in the middle of the day, 
and an undress one at sun-set. He required the presence and 
correct sobriety of every man at the meal hours, and a report 
after second evening gun-fire of every man being in his barracks. 
To attain the latter, the Duke established Regimental Canteens 
under certain regulations; he prohibited non-commissioned 
officers and soldiers from frequenting wine-houses, or any other 
place where that or spirituous liquors were sold. He made it 
a rule that the non-commissioned officers of every regiment 
should be paraded at second gun-fire, together with the detachr 
ment for guards the ensuing day, (which was considered as a 
ILM.CaL I. D 
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picquet^) to ascertain dieir sobriety. His Royal Highness cant* 
celled the licences of all those wine4iou8es that were in the 
immediate vicinity Of barracks^ or guard-rooms^ and, as far a# 
fae couldy removed those also that were in bye*laties and out-of- 
the-way places, retaining only such as were in the public streets^ 
and those to whose proprietors they were the sole means of 
existence. 

These measures, together with others which the Duke 
adopted at the same time, such as diminishing the number of 
fatigues which a soldier bad previously to perform, and which al-^ 
Ifvcfys led to irregularity, dividing the guards into districts, whick 
placed them all under the superintendence of Commissioned 
Officers, obviating the necessity of men being away from their 
guards for various duties, which heretofore had been customary, 
(such as fetching water, carrying reports, &c.) and providing for 
the more regular dismissal of the old guards, and the return of 
the Non-commissioned Officers and men, after being dismissed 
to their barracks, had the effect of diminishing the opportunitiea 
of committing crimes; and consequently the ft-equency of pu«^ 
nishments, which till then had been without end, became less in 
a proportion beyond all belief. 

The Duke of Kent also instituted regular periods for drill 
and exercise, provided for tiie regiments being off duty in suo 
cession, so that Commanding Officers might see their men to^ 
gether once every week ; and enforced the system of nmdi, 
manoeuvre, and exercise, laid down by His Majesty's re- 
gulations, to effect a general uniformity throughout the whole. 

The result of the Duke of Kent^ labors was such, that the 
garrison was remarked by every military man of judgment and 
experience who had occasion to see it, as a pattern for good 
order, regularity, sobriety, and every other point which con* 
6titutes a system of good discipline ; such as ought always to be 
kept up wherever a large body of troops is assembled together : 
besides which, the troops were in a state of health never before 
experienced at Gibraltar. 

Unfortunately, however, the suppression of a principal part 
of the wine^honses, although by that measure he very materially 
decreased his own revenue as Qo^amor, had created the Duke 
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t)F Kent enemies among the disaffected : and who perhaps should 
have been removed altogether from the garrison. These 
persons were encouraged in expressing their dissatisfaction by 
some offieers, who^ preferring a laxity of discipline^ manifested 
a disposition, (highly criminal towards a Commander in Chiefs) 
to act contrary to the general orders of the Duke^ and in con- 
sequence a mutiny took place on the 24th December 1802. It 
Avas immediately quelled by His Royal Highness^ and the 
garrison restored to the most petfect order. A pique between 
the 25th Regiment and the Royal Scots^ (occasioned by the 
former corps not having assisted the mutineers on the 24th^) 
produced a tumult on the 26th; but this was speedily termi* 
nated by the good conduct of the officers of the 2dth 
Regiment. 

The ^ mutiny itself was but the affair of a moment — its con- 
sequences as touching the general discipline of the garrison 
were indeed felt for a short time after, but not a trace of it was 
lisibie after ten days. From what has been observed, it will be 
seen, that it soiely or^inated from the conduct of some officers. 
Had the Duke of Kent met with the cordial support of all the 
officers, and not been thwarted by opposition on the part of 
some, indifference on that of others, and by a repetition of the 
mbst culpable conversation at the different messes, as well as on 
other occasions by officers, in the presence of the Bon-com- 
aitssioned officers and men, the disturbance would never have 
happened. 

Excepting the cause alre^y stated> it would be imprudent 
to hazard an opinion of the occasion of such conduct on the 
part of any officers. The Duke of Kent never used a roi^b 
expression to an officer, or refused one an indulgence which it 
was in his power with propriety to grant. To please all, is a 
task of difficulty, not to say impossibility ; but as the general 
orders vrere the ground of objection by the disaffected, we shall 
here record the opinion of a veteran soldier, and one of the best 
officers the British Army ever possessed. The late General 
Fawcett observed, that "w> officer in Gibraltar or any other 
garrison, who makes the exact and regular performance of aU 
the duties incident to that situation, the primary object of his 
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littention, which he certainly ought to do^ can set up any jiifsf 
tod well-founded oljections against it. The pains that the 
Duke of Kent must unavoidably have taken in composing so 
useful and complete a work, does him infinite honor. It was 
moreover much wanted, as garrison duty, for want of a more 
general practice of it in our service, is but very imperfectly un- 
derstood or attended to amongst us. The I>uke of Kent's 
most meritorious labours therefore, for the benefit and instruc- 
tion of the army at large, in this important branch of His Ma*^ 
jesty s service, call for its most grateful and sincere acknow-^ 
ledgments".*' 

Misrepresentations of the disturbances and of the general 
orders of the Duke of Kent, were sent to this country, and His 
Royal Highness was recalled, on the ground that " it way de* 
sirable the different departments of government at home should 
have the advantage of some personal communication upon the 
tecent events at Gibraltar.'^ 

It must now be evident to the most fastidious^ that the con-^ 
duct of the Duke of Kent, whilst Governor of Gibraltar, was 
judicious and correct ; that his views were directed to the be- 
nefit of His Majesty^s service, that the shameful condition in 
which the garrison of Gibraltar was found by His Royal 
Highness, rendered the adoption of such regulations as he 
framed, a point of vital importance to its security and preser- 
IratioD^ to the welfare of the inhabitants and the soldiers, as well 
as to the proper and necessary discipline of the latter. 

On the 5th September, 1805, His Royal Highness was pro- 
moted to the rank of Field Marshal. He has always shewn anf 
anxious disposition to be actively employed, but has not had 
any command since the latter period. 

The recall of the Duke of Kent, at a time when the Duke 
of York held the office of Commander in Chief, occasioned a 
very prevailing opinion, that a disaffection existed between them. 
We are not prepared to state tliat differences have not arisen 
between these two illustrious brothers on professional points ; 
but there are sufficient groimds to assert, that for many years 
they have, to the mutual satisfaction of their real friends, lived 
on the most cordial terms. 
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Shortly after the period when charges were exhibited against 
the Duke of York^ it having appeared, that an officer, who had 
formerly held the situation of Private Secretary to the Duke of 
Kent, had some acquaintance with the principal female per- 
former in that business, a report was industriously circulated/ 
that the Duke of Kent was concerned in the conspiracy against 
his brother, and supported his accusers. Although such dis* 
graceful and ridiculous stories only merited contempt^ the 
Duke of Kent immediately sent for Lord Harrington, and the 
following statement was laid before the public. 

Questions put to Captain Dodd, by His Royal Highness the 
Duke of Kent : and his Answers thereto. 

26th July, 1809. 

Question. Have I directly or indirectly sanctioned, advised, 
or encouraged any attacks upon the Duke of York, to your 
knowledge i 

Answer. Never. T. Dodd. 

Question. Have I had to your knowledge any acquaintance 
or communication with Colonel Wardle, or any of the persons 
concerned in brining forward the investigation respecting the 
Duke of York's conduct, which took >place in Parliament, last 
winter, either directly or indirectly i 

Answer. I feel confident that your Royal Highness has no 
fiuch knowledge or acquaintance. T. Dood. 

Question. Have I, to your knowledge, ever had any ac- 
quaintance with, or knowledge of Mrs. Clarke, or any commu-^ 
oication with her, direct or indirect, upon the subject above 
named, or any other i 

Answer. I am confident your Royal Highness never had. 

T. Dodd. 

Question. Have I ever expressed to you any sentiment 
which could induce you to believe that I approved of what was 
brought forward in Parliament, against the Duke of York ; or 
ef any proceeding that would tend to his obloquy or disgrace ? 

Answer. Never! I have heard your Royal Highness lament 
iht business viva voce, and you made the same communication 
to^ me in writing. T. Dodd. 
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Question. Have you ever to your recollection expressed 
yourself either by word or in writings either to Colonel Wardle^ 
or Mrs. Clarke^ or to any other person connected with the 
investigation of the Duke of York's conduct, in any way that 
could give them reason to suppose that I approved of the 
measure^ or would countenance those concerned in bringing it 
forward! 

Answer. Neyer; but I have.. on the: contrary expressed: 
myself, that your Royal Highness would have a very different 
feeling. T. Dodd. 

Question. What were my expressions on the subject of the 
Pamphlets which appeared, passing censure on the conduct of 
the Duke of York, and others of my family, and holding up 
my character to praise ; and what have been the sentiments 
which. I have uniformly, expressed on similar publications, 
whether in the newspapers or elsewhere?. 

Answer. I have invariably heard your Royal Highness regret 
that any person should attempt to do justice to your own cha- 
racter, at the expense of that, of the Duke of York, or of any 
other member of your family. . T. Dodd< 

Question.^ During the ten years you have been my Private 
Secretary, when in the most confidential moments 'I have given^ 
vent to my wounded feelings, on professional subjects^ did yoift 
ever hear noie express myself inimically. to the Dake of York, or 
that I entertained an expectation of naimng myself, by his fall?; 

Answer. Never! on' the contri^,,! have frequently beard 
your Royfd Highness express yourself: very differently. 

T.Dodd*. 

The above questions, written in Colonel Vesey'^ baud,; were 
all dictated by me, Edwar^^; in pres^pcie pf Xord Ijarringteii* 

(Signed) Harrington. J. A. Vesey. 

Having traced the military career, of the Duke of Kent, i( 
now becomes our duty to give some aec9UQit of his Royal 
Highness's domestic character' and habits; to point out, the 
great advantage he has conferred on thia cou^atiy by hia Jarge 
and benevolent views^,an(I . by his; iodefa%a|t>|e, exeftivwi to 
amend the condition of the poorer classes. 
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In hia person* His Royal Highness is tall, handsome^ and 
extreniely well made, The profile of his countenance^ which 
more resembles that of his august father^ than any other member 
of his family^ announces great penetration ; he has derived all 
the advantages to be expected from travelling ; his manners and 
dispotition are affable; his address uncommonly easy; his 
understanding strong; and his speech remarkably correct and 
clear. In his habits the Duke of Kent is an extraordinary 
example of regularity aqd temperance. Since he entered upon 
his military life, at eighteen years of age, he has invariably rbeQ 
before day-light^ both in summer and winter. He inspects the 
accounts of his household daily, and in his mode of living is 
extremely abstemious, never exceeding a glass of wine at dinner, 
although he frequently sees company. To every species of 
gaming, his Royal Highness is an open and avowed enemy, 
and the principal amusement of which he partakes is music. 
To those who merit his confidence or protection, he is ever a 
most firm and steady friend : he omits no opportunity in his 
power of serving them ; and such is his strict integrity, that no 
consideration was ever known to induce His Rpyal Highness 
to swerve in the least degree from a promise he had once given» 
Perhaps this is one of the highest traits in the ch|ut|Cter of % 
Prince that can be. advanced; and while it reflects lustre and 
honor on the Duke, it at the same time prevents those miseries 
and bitter disappcnntments which so frequently arise from the 
violation of promises liberally and thoughtlessly bestowed by 
those in exalted stations. 

In his £unily, the Duke of Kent is a most kind and indulgent 
master, free from caprice or passion ; a proof of which is the 
attachment of his suite, some of whom have attended him from 
his first outset in life, and most of them have been known to 
His Royal Highness for years. 

To the poor he is a liberal baiefactor, and even under his 
present embarrassments, which have not been occasioned by 
improvidence on his part, the Duke of Kent constantly devotes 
m larger portion of his income^ than his friends conceive pru- 
^dent to himself, towards the relief of private indigence and 
dislrati. Of His Ro^al Highness's charitable exertions, few 
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can- be ignorant. There are no less than fifty-three public 
charities^ promoted by the immediate patronage^ or assisted by 
the able counsel^ clear and impressive judgment^ and generous 
contributions of His Royal Highness ! It is not the personal 
beneficence of His Royal Highness that is alone to be consi- 
dered^ but the influence his conduct must be expected to have 
with those who have the power to ameliorate the condition of 
their fellow-creatures ; and no individual of exalted rnnk has set 
a higher example of public virtue^ or used more actively, con-' 
stantly and beneficially, his endeavours in behalf of institutions 
of benevolence, for the protection, the education, and the 
relief of the poor, and for every sort of charitable societies. 

In 1816, during the absence of the Duke of Kent from this 
country, a meeting was held, in the metropolis, and a resolu- 
tion passed that the natal day of so illustrious a Prince should 
i^nnually be commemorated. The following address was made 
to His Royal Highness: 

« Sir, 

'' We the assembled Members of various benevolent institu- 
tions, honored with the patronage of your Royal Highness^ 
being desirous of publicly marking our attachment to your 
person, and our just appreciation of your virtues and talentsi^ 
beg permission to tender you the sincere tribute of our respect 
and affectioiu We are induced by every social and moral prin- 
ciple to pay peculiar honor to a dynasty distinguished like that 
of your illustrious family, for its paternal protection of every 
interest of knowledge and humanity. What then must we not 
owe to your Royal Highness, for the conspicuous part you 
have taken in the benign spirit of the House of Brunswick, by 
your unwearied and powerful exertions, to render effective 
those measures, which constitute the glory of Great Britain, 
nud which embracing every class of society at home, providing 
for the impoverished, relieving tlie diseased, and instructing the 
ignorant, aim at extending their blessings over the whole earth i 
We are satisfied, that in offering to your Royal Highness the 
grtlitudo of our hearts, we are also speaking in the name of our 
country: and we are proud of an opportunity of expressing in 
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the language of truths flentinients which are re-echoed among 
all ranks of the British Empire.*' 

On the second of November in that year^ the first meeting 
took place ; and the distinguished company that assembled to 
express their gratitude and esteem^ was the proudest testimony 
that. could be offered to a Prince. It was remarkable for 
including all parties in politics, and persuasions in religion, 
attracted by the general principle of benevolence, to testify its 
respect and regard to the Duke of Kent, who by his eminent 
endeavours to banish ignorance, and relieve distress, had entitled 
himself to that testimony. Among the many gratifying expres- 
sions of public opinion, made on this occasion, by the illustrious, 
honorable, and literary characters present, we must confine 
ourselves to record the following, which was received by the 
assembly with the most enthusiastic applause, ** May every 
Royal Duke in Europe qualify himself to the same truly noble 
return, as Hib Royal Highness the Duke of Kent, from the 
great body of his fellow-subjects.'* 

However grateful to His Royal Highness these demonstra- 
tions of public attachment, gratitude and admiration of his 
conduct cannot fail to be considered, the feeling of his own 
breast must be to him a reward superior to all human praise or 
earthly glory. The Duke of Kent seeks to do good by stealth, 
not to acquire from it popularity ; and a striking instance of his 
mind in this respect, which occurred among others, during his 
residence at Gibraltar, we shall relate. A soldier had a boat, 
in which, when off duty, he employed himself in fishing. One 
night, when at sea with his eldest boy, behind the rock, a 
Levant gale came on, and they returned no more. His widow 
was nearly lying in, and took to her bed broken-hearted. 
Being much pitied, a subscription was made for her : and the 
third night after her loss, she was sitting at the window crying 
over her children, when a gentleman came in, and enquired 
after her misfortunes. He took the children on his knee and 
Usaed thera ; said he would befriend her, if she continued to 
bcbaVe well, and> putting twelve gold cobs (doHars) into her 
band, departed. The next ' day he called again, and repeated 
his cidl several aucceeding days. He sent her a doctor, irho 
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brought her to bed ; and every thing her state required; she 
was furnished with by the same gentleman. She did not know 
it was the Prince till a month after^ when^ to make use of her 
own words^ she ^ knew him at a review, ybr all his regimentals;' 
and when he next called, her eldest boy was afraid, and men-i 
tioned who he was. From this time he never again called, but 
sent the widow money by the doctor, and she now enjoys an 
annual allowance from His Royal Highness. 

I'he Duke of Kent takes very little share in politics : he 
does not attach himself to any particular party or political inter* 
€sts; and from the following emphatic annunciation by His 
Royal Highness, of his successor to the chair at the Anniversary 
of the festival of St. Patrick in 1817^ it will be observed that 
he never allows a feeling of party to show itself at any of the 
numerous public meetings over which he presides. 

' My politics,' said the Royal Duke, * are no secret, nor 
am I ashamed to avow them. With some experience in the 
function which I am now executing, (the Duke of Kent pre- 
sided at 72 Charity Meetings in the course of 1816) I am not 
at a loss for witnesses to refer to — ^whether in this, or in any 
other charity meeting, I ever introduced a single sentence of a 
political tendency. You perceive on each side of me Noble* 
men who differ in their politics^ but here cTnite in cordial har- 
mony. The comfort which I feel is beyond my powers of 
expression, at this moment, in congratulating you upon the 
total banishment from these meetings of all political prejudice 
and party feeling. True Charity is of no particular party^ but 
is the cause of all parties. I am to announce to you as my 
successor in this chair for your next festival the name, and to 
give the health of, a Noble Person, I^rd Castle rbagh, 
with whose politics I have the misfortune to differ on some 
points ; but to whose signal munificence and variously proved 
kindness to this Charity I bear most ardent testimoi^. My 
advice is, that the example of this day may be the model fov 
future celebrations— that the successive F^ttsidents may be 
alternately setected from the two sides of politic8-*-«nd mj 
earnest hope is, that eadi party^ will make it their practice to 
attend the presidency of their jpetttioai 6nponfln<^---s<' ^^^ Uber« 
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ality may become the standing fashion of these festivals ; and 
that the generosity of politicians to the charity may be exceeded 
only by their generosity to each other. This is the only rivalry 
which I recommend ; and it is what I shall assuredly support 
and enforce, both by precept and example, at my return to my 
country. The rapture with which you receive my sentiments-— 
(The Roydl Duke was frequently interrupted by the acclama- 
tions of the company) is very dear to me ; but that sensation is 
infinitely heigh tended by my conviction that it is an auspicious 
omen for this Charity.' 

On the 29th of May 1818, His Royal Highness was united, 
at Coburg, to Fler Serene Highness Victoria Mary Louisa, 
youngest daughter of his late Serene Highness Francis Frederic 
Anthony, reigning Duke of Saxe Coburg Saalfeld; which 
marriage was again solemnized at Kew, on the llthof July 
following. 

As a sketch of Her Royal Highness may not be uninterestiogi 
we shall observe, that she was born at Coburg the 1 7th August 
1 786, and brought up under the eye of her mother, conjointly 
with her brother Prince Leopold, until she attained the age of 
sixteen ; when, in compliance with the entreaty of her father, 
to whom she was most tenderly attached, and who feeling his 
end approaching, wished to see his only remaining unmarried 
daughter settled, prior to his demise, she married the then 
Hereditary Prince of Leiningen, who was twenty-eight years 
older than her, and, in no one respect, either of person, 
manners, qualifications, or habits, suited to her ; being entirely, 
wrapped up in the amusements of the chase, to which he devo- 
ted his whole time, and possessing one of the most violent and 
irritable tempers imaginable. Notwithstanding this, she fulfilled 
her duties to him in so exemplary a manner from that time up 
to the period of his demise in 1814, that the breath of slander 
was never raised against her. By the late Prince of Leiningen 
she had two children, now living, and under her guardianship, a 
son. Prince Charles, born in September 1 804, and a daughter, 
Princess Feodore, in December 1807. The same respectable 
conduct which marked her quiet and retired life during the 
twelve years she was married to the Priqce of Leiningen, 
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was equally maintained after his decease ; and when, in April 
1818, it became the wish of the country that the Duke of Kent 
should marry, she was pointed out as in every respect the 
most suitable match for him. 

The union is likely to prove a most fortunate one, from the 
similarity of their Royal Highnesses' habits, which are most 
«imple and unostentatious, and from the peculiar g^tlenesa of 
the Duchess's character, and the unaffectedness of her manners, 
which strike every one who has the good fortune of approaching. 
Iier. To this it may be added, that the Duchess appertains to a 
family remarkable for the union and harmony subsisting through 
all the branches of it, and which consists as follows : — of the 
Dowager Duchess, who was a Princess of the House of Reuss, 
and who is a most exemplary mother, as well as a very sensible 
woman ; of the reigning Duke, who married, about eighteen 
months since, the only daughter of the Duke of Saxe Gotba; 
of Prince Ferdinand, the second brother, a distinguished Gene- 
ral in the Austrian service, who married, about the same time, 
the beautiful Hungarian heiress Princess Coharry ; of the third 
brother, Prince Leopold ; - of Princess Sophia, the eldest 
daughter, married to Count MensdorfF, another most distin- 
guished General in the Austrian service ; of Princess Antoi- 
nette, the second daughter, married to Duke Alexander of 
Wirtemburg ; and lastly of Princess Julia, the third daughter, 
married to the Grand Duke Constantine of Russia, from whom 
she has been separated by mutual accord for several years, but 
without the slightest reflection on her character ; — the whole 
forming an ensemble of a family no less remarkable for their 
amiable manners than for their good looks. 

In the debates that took place in both Houses of Parliament, 
in May 1818, on the subject of increasing the Royal Establish- 
ment, the virtuous struggle His Royal Highness is making to 
emancipate himself from those pecuniary embarrassments, the 
origin of which has already been shown, met with that public 
encomium it so highly demanded. On that occasion ample 
justice was done to His Royal Highness's character and services, 
and his great privations and losses were first make known to th^ 
public. 
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\n 1819 the friends of the Duke of Kent endeavoured to 
t)btain the sanction of Government for the sale of His Royal 
H ighness' private estate at Ealing. This however not being 
granted, a Committee of gentlemen who have been entrusted with 
the entire management of his afFairs during the last four years, 
submitted to the public a detailed statement of His Royal 
Highness* case, from which a summary of his pecuniary pri- 
vations, public losses, and consequent debts, will now be given. 
During the period His Royal Highness was in Germany he was 
lodged in one of His Majesty's palaces, and his table and equi- 
page were furnished from 'His Majesty's Hanoverian establish- 
ment ; but the oniy pecuniary allowance he had was \0O0l, 
per annum, of whith his Governor had the sole disposal, ex- 
cepting of the small sum of a guinea and a half per week, which 
was allowed him for pocket-money. While at Geneva, the 
same conduct was observed towards His Royal Highness, with 
respect to pecuniary matters, as during his residence in the 
Hanoverian dominions; his pocket allowance not being in the 
least degree increased during the whole of that time, although, 
before leaving Geneva, tlis Royal Highness had completed his 
twenty-second year. The consequence of this was, that, from 
not having any of those indulgences allowed him which other 
young Englishmen of his own age, with whom he was in the 
habit of living, enjoyed, and who were *he sons of private gen- 
tlemen, the Duke incurred debts by borrowing money to 
procure them. 

On proceeding to Gibraltar in 1790 the Duke of Kent wa^ 
obliged to provide his^rs^ outfit for housekeeping at an enor- 
mous extra expense. His Royal Highness not being before 
possessed of a single article of any sort ot kind necessary for 
the purpose. For this his first outfit no allowance whatever 
was ever made him, nor indeed was it until the month of May 
1791, when the Duke was ordered to Canada, that His Royal 
Highness knew what his annual allowance was to be, which he 
then found was only 5000/. per annum, viz. 1000/. a year less 
than bis Governor received to keep his establishment when at 
Geneva. Thus at the time of his leaving Gibraltar for Canada, 
in addiuon to the debts he had incurred between 1785 and 1790 
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from^tlM- dUMes before explained^ n £i9e8h one Jiadi accriiect^ 
arittDg from the heavy expense of faifi first ootfit^ and frook ti^ 
Cicess of bis expenditure^ while at Gibraltar, above the n 
allowed bioiy and which he had conceived could not h€ leu 
the one allotted for his use when at Geneva. 

To Qieet the most pressing part of the debts doe at Olb» 
raltar, the Duke of Kent lipon embarking for Canada aaid 
off every thing be had there^ and of course/ on arriving at 
Quebec^ bad all to provide anew. This was again done atri 
very heavy expense, as he was obliged to procure every thii^ 
upon credit, no allowance having been made him for this second 
outfit any more than for the first ; and thus in December 1793, 
when His Royal Highness was ordered to the West Indies to 
join the army under the late Lord Grey, his debts were further 
augmented by the amount of the Canada outtit, and the loss 
sustained by his being obliged to sell off again upon leaving 
Quebec to meet the more urgent demands of his equipment for 
the West Indies, for which his third outfit no allowance was 
made him, any more than for the two former. 

In travelling to the West Indies with his suite, through die 
United States pf America, a very considerable fresh expense 
was of course incurred, as also from His Royal Highness being 
obliged to keep a table for himself and staff when in the Wesf 
Indies, where every thing is well known to be at an enormous' 
advance of price ; so that the debts kept constantly increasii^ 
without its being in the Duke's power, from the smallness of 
bis income, to prevent it. 

At the dose of the campaign of 1794, the Duke of Kent, 
pursuant to His Majesty's commands, returned to North Ame- 
rica, where he was placed on the staff, and of course obliged 
to incur the expense of a FOURTH ot/(/?/, for which he never 
received reimbursement any more than for the preceding 
THR£E. From that time, as already shewn. His Royal High- 
ness served at Halifax until October 1798, first as Major 
General to 1 796, and then as Lieutenant General the rest of 
the time; during the whole of which period, except the amount 
of staff pay allowed respectively to the rank of Major General 
and lieutenant General, (there being at that time no oUowancv 
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of bat and forage money to the troops in North America, as 
has since been granted,) he never enjoyed any allowance but the 
5000/. as fixed for him in 1790^ (and out of which he was 
obliged to pay annually 1000/. the amount of interest on his 
debts, and of course he was unavoidably compelled year after 
year to exceed his income to a considerable extent. 

Thus in October 179B, when the Duke of Kent was com- 
pelled to leave Halifax^ and return to ^gland, besides the old 
debt of 1 790 there was a much larger one contracted from the 
various causes above explained « 

But, in addition to those heavy expenses to which the Duke 
of Kent was exposed wbeu employed on foreign service, he 
suffered a most serious privation in being kept as before stated 
until 1 799, when he was thirty-two years of age, out of that 
Parliamentary income which his two elder brothers, the Dukes 
of York and Clarence had successively got, the one at twenty- 
one years of age, the other at twenty-four, and which was 
granted to the Duke of Cumberland, his younger brother by 
four years, on the same day with himself ; while it is clear that 
the very circumstance of his having been employed on foreign 
service from January 1790 to November 1798, without inter- 
ruption, successively at Gibraltar, in Canada, die West Indies^ 
and Nova Scotia, was the cause of this serious injury to him, 
as he was thereby precluded from personally urging his claim 
with the Minister^ to obtain his Parliamentary establishment at 
that time of life when he was unquestionably entitled thereto. 

About a month after the Duke got his Parliamentary esta- 
blishment, viz. in May 1799> he was promoted to the rank of 
General, and appointed Commander in Chief in North Ame- 
rica. In consequence. His Royal Highness ordered his equip- 
ment upon a scale commensurate with that rank, and the re- 
spectability of the situation. Having lost no time in getting 
ready^ he proceeded to North America in the month of July 
followmgy with die expectation of remaining there some yeara^ 
and, after clearii^ off the expense of this fresh equipment (for 
wkkb, however, be poly received an allowance of 2,000/. firom 
Groffemmeot), of being able gradually to Uqmdate all the debts 
he hftd iDciirred from his four foaner ones before he retorned 
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home. Unfortunately however^ as already explained, the tran^^* 
por^ was wrecked as it came upon the coast of North America^ 
and totally lost. 

In 1800 the Duke's losses came, in course of some little time, 
under the consideration of Mr. Pitt ; and a very short time 
before His Majesty's unfortunate malady, which took place in 
Pebruary 1800, at an interview the Duke had with Mr. Pitt in 
Downing Street, through the intervention of Lord Rosslyn^ 
His Royal Highness received the fullest assurance, not only that 
his losses would be completely made good to him, but also that 
due retrospect should be had to the circumstance of his having 
received his Parliamentary establishment so much later in life 
than any of his brothers, and that if he were not completely 
placed on a footing of equality in that respect with the Duke 
of Clarence (the justice of which Mr, Pitt admitted), wad 
which would have given him an anear of eight years, he should 
at least be placed upon the same as the Duke of Cumberlandi 
which insured him an arrear of four. 

Upon His Majesty's recovery the administration changed, 
and the moment not appearing favourable to urge his suit, bis 
claims were suffered to lie dormant until the next year, when, 
upon his appointment to the Government of Gibraltar in March 
1802, he confined himself to memorializing the Treasury for 
remuneration for his losses only, upon which, however, all hm 
ever obtained, with the exception of 2,000/. which was granted 
several years after, was the sum of 2,000/. paid in 1803 or 4 : 
both of which certain)y do not, in point of fact, cover even an 
eighth part of the actual loss to His Royal Highness, exclusive 
of the interest he was then and is still paying in part to this 
time (1819) for the debts incurred by that outfit, not one particle 
of which he was ever benefitted by. 

Having gone to Gibraltar in May 1802, the Duke of Kent^ 
in consequence of various communications he had prior to his 
departure with Lord Sidmouth, then at the head of His Ma- 
jesty's Councils, (and which, it is presumed, his Lordship cannot 
possibly forgotten,) proceeded, as we have shown, to put a 

stop to those sources of drunkenness in the garrison, whicb^ 
from its first establishment, had also been the source of tha 
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greatest part of the civil emoltiments of the Governor's sitbatibn ^ 
and from the reduction in the number of wine-houses^ and the 
checks upoii the heretofore uncontrolled liberty the soldiers had 
of drinking in these, it is a matter of notolriety that when his 
predecessor had received some years from 10,000/* to 20,000/. 
per annum in fees, the Duke of Kent did not nett a sitth part 
of that sum* Yet, relying on the full assurance he had received, 
d^at he should not be a loser by the sacrifice he made for the 
good of the service, he never con plained. * 

At the period of the Duke's return from Gibraltar, viz. in 
May, 1803^ the alloviance to the Officer resident in the com- 
mand of the garrison of Gibraltar, in place of the fees^ (which 
were ordered to be taken from the Governor, and carried to the 
credit of the revenue of the garrison,) was fixed at 3,500/. per 
annum ; but no consideration was had either of the Duke of 
Kent^s loss during the year he held the command^ when the fees 
were so reduced, nor has it to this hour, although that allow- 
ance to the Lieutenant-'Governor was established as being the 
average moiety of these fees, which were taken at 7,000/. per 
smitium, and though during the absence of the Governor, the 
otber moiety is unquestionably his right. 

Upon the return of Mr. Pitt to office in 1804, the Dnke of 
Itent again took occasion to renew his claims, and received the 
most unqualified assurance from him that he would fulfil all the 
expectations he had held out to His Royal Highness in 1800; 
but Mr. Pitt observed, that much important public business 
most be got over, and that probably the Duke*s concerns could 
not be thought of until after the close of the session. Under 
thift assurance the Duke of Kent was enabled to satisfy all his 
cf^tors ; but the whole session of ] 804, and a great part of 
tbe subsequent one of 1805, having passed without the ful- 
^ment of Mr. Pitt's promise, the Duke of Kent being very 
atPODgly pressed by the old original creditors, whose bonds had 
become due eariy in that year, obtained another interview with 
Mr. Pitt in July, when he intimated the intention of His Ma- 
jesty to grant £0,000/. from the Droits of the Admiralty to 
eadi of his younger sons immediately, which he said he hoped 
would prove a matter of tenipovftry accomrmtodation to the Duke 
R. M. Cal i. 1^ 
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of Kent; but he then positively declared, that it ma$ not in the 
least to affect the consideration of his peculiar and distinct claims 
for his losses, or a compensation for the injury he had sustained 
through the delay he had experienced in receiving his Parlta- 
mentary establishment, observing that the grant from the Droits 
of the Admiralty would be a spontaneous present from the King 
to all his younger sons alike. 

Shortly after this the Duke of Kent^ in behalf of all the 
younger brothers of the Royal family (except the Duke of 
York)> undertook to represent their situation to Mr. Pitt^ and 
the total inadequacy of a Parliamentary allowance of 12^000/. 
per annum, to keep up the appearance expected of them at the 
time when that sum was originally granted, owing to the great 
depreciation of currency, and the enormous rise in every article 
of expenditure. In consequence of this, the Duke had several 
successive interviews with Mr. Pitt in Downing Street, in 
August, 1805, and it was settled at the last, that the Duke of 
Kent was authorised by Mr. Pitt to inform all his brothers, 
that their Parliamentary income would, at the opening of the 
next session, be raised to 18,000/. a year, clear of all deduction 
whatsoever ; that it would be left optional with those of the 
Royal Dukes who had apartments in St. James's Palace, to con- 
tinue to have their tables as before supplied by the Board of 
Green Cloth from the Royal kitchen there, oiv to receive in 
common with those who were not resident at St. JameaTs, an 
allowance of 5,000/. to each in lieu thereof; while, to all re- 
siding in any of the Royal Palaces, the allowance of fuel and 
lights was to be continued. At the same time Mr. Pitt again 
repeated his promise, that the individual claim of the Duke of 
Kent, as before expressed^ should be considered as being exelm^ 
she of the general arrangements, observing that he was fully 
aware of the hardship of His Royal Highnesses situation, and 
the difficulties that pressed upon hiin (from the debts which he 
had been compelled to incur between the years 1790 and 1799, 
when the Duke's incon^e^ Was so inadequate to his necessary 
expenditure, and the enormous interest he was paying upon 
them), and fully admitting the justice of assisting Lim to get 
over them. 
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Upon receiving this unqualified assurance from Mr. Pitt^ no 
time was lost by the Duke of Kent in assuring his creditors, 
that the day of payment was at hand, and that he had no doubt 
tNit that in the year I8O6 all their demands would be, if not 
wholly discharged, at least greatly reduced. But Mr. Pitt's 
death put a stop to all these expectations ; for when Lord Gren- 
▼ille afterwards proposed to augment the incomes of all the 
younger brothers to 18,000/. they were not exempted from the 
Income Tax, which reduced them to 16,200/. no consideration 
was had in regard to the allowance of Table Money that had 
b^n particularly promised by Mr, Pitt, and every allowatice 
of fuel and lights from the Lord Steward's departmertt, the con^ 
tinwUion of which had been particularly stipulated, was taken 
off, thus creating in the promise given by Mr, Pitt, and the 
arrangement carried into effect by Lord Grenville, a difHerence 
to the injury of the younger Brothers of 6,800/. a year, besides 
the loss of the advantage of the free supply of fuel and lights, 
which may at die lowest rate be estimated at 12,000/. per 
annum. 

From these several causes it was impossible for the Duke of 
Kent to fulfil those engagements to his creditors which he had 
entered into, upon the faith of Mr. Pitt's promised arrange- 
fnent ; and in 1807 he felt himself compelled to come to the fol- 
lowing arrangement, viz. to put all his debts into the hands of 
Trustees, and to give up the half of his income towards their 
liquidation, under a calculation that a period of ten years would 
dear off the whole, capital and interest ; but 5 per cent, for 
the' interest of the capital that remained unpaid, at the expir- 
ation of each year, and a large annual sum for an insurance on 
the Duke's life, as a security to his creditors, if he should die 
before the capital was discharged, being necessarily taken out 
of the sum given up for the liquidation of the capital, before 
any part was appropriated to that ; and the whole arrangement 
being unfortunately entrusted to a solicitor who conducted him- 
self (as was in the sequel proved) most nefariously in the busi- 
ness, after a lapse of six years the reduction made, notwith- 
standing the sacrifice of 60,000/. on the Duke's part, was in no 
way commensurate with the expectation held out ; while at the 
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same time, owing to tbe continued increase of every article of 
expense, and nothwitbstanding a very great reduction in his es* 
tablishment, a considerable fresb debt was unavoidably incurred 
through the annual excess of his expenditure above his income. 

In addition to these various disappointnientSi the Duke of 
Kent (in consequence of a Treasury minute made in 1807, 
which limited the future supplies of articles from the Lord 
Chamberlain^s department to the younger branches of the 
Royal Family, residing in the Ro>al Palaces,, to fixtures only) 
sustained a peculiar hardship, as that has been the occasion of 
adding to his debt a sum of above 9,000/. more for furniture, 
supplied for that part of his apartments at Kensington Palace for 
which none had ever been before provided, in consequence of the 
Office of Works not having completed the repairs of that part io 
time to have them furnished before this resolution took effect. 

To complete the measure of the Duke's misfortnnes, the so- 
licitor above alluded to absconded with a sum of money, which 
was advanced him to make good the insurance on the Duke*a 
life, and for other purposes ; and thus the pressure of His 
Royal Highnesses debts became so overwhelming,, that he re- 
solved to submit his case and claims through Mr. Vansittart to 
Lord Liverpool in the spring of 1814, at which period the 
Duke had more than one personal interview with that gentle- 
man, and besides, had the advantage of the intervention of Lord 
Commissioner Adam ; but after being kept in a constant state 
of suspense until the close of the session of 1814, he had the 
mortification of learning, through Lord Commissioner Adani> 
that not only nothing would be done for him by JMinisters, but 
also that they would .not sanction an independent Member in- 
troducing the business into the House of Commons, which the 
Duke very strongly urged as his wrish, being satisfied that the 
justice of his case, when it came to be fairly known to Parlia- 
ment, and to be investigated by a Committee up stairs, would 
' produce an attention to his pretensions, mt for the payment of 
his debts, of which he never had the presumption to entertain 
the slightest idea, but for the recovery of his just claims, which 
would enable him to discharge every embarrassment he had in 
the world. 
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After experiencing tbis cruel disappointment, the Duke was 
stronglj advised to address a Memorial to the Prince Regent, 
M'hichhe did in the month of January, Id 15, and accompanied it 
by an official letter to Lord Liverpool, together with one to the 
Prince Regent. The result of that memorial was an answer in 
the negative from Lord Liverpool, under date of 22nd Febru- 
ary following, of a nature the most distressing to His Royal 
Highness's feelings, and with which communication the business 
closed. 

The Duke tlien felt that nothing remained but his own per- 
sonal exertions and increased sacrifices, to enable him to over- 
come those difficulties, which, although not the result of 
extravagance on his part, were nevertheless equally distressing 
to him, while, upon the ground of justice to his creditors, they 
no less demanded an honourable settlement with them ; and 
alter many conferences with his friends, he resolved to consti- 
tute a Committee of them, to assign over three fourths of his 
income into their hands until the complete liquidation of his 
debts was effected, giving them a carte blanche for this purpose, 
and to limit his expenditure to a sum not exceeding the remain- 
ing fourth part thereof, with which he agreed to content himself. 
Tliis plan was matured by the end of June, 1815, when the 
DuVe parted with many of his servants, and made reductions 
to a large extent in every part of his establishment, the good 
consequences of . which were soon amply proved, for, by the 
strenuous exertions and judicious arrangements of his friends, 
more wa3 done in the first twelve months that followed the 
general retrenchment, than was accomplished in the eight years 
preceding. The Duke hoped to have been able to combine 
the execution of his plan with remaining in England ; but after 
giving it a trial of one year, viz. from July, 1815 to July, 1816, 
he found that it would be quite impossible for him to continue 
to live at home without privations even beyond those to which 
be had already submitted, and which would be still more pain- 
ful to his feelings than any he had yet experienced. He was 
therefore under the painful necessity of coming to the resolution 
of g<Hng abroad in August, I8I6 ; and from the arrangements 
made at tlmt time, and closely followed up to May^ 1818, 
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vfould have been able to resume his residence in England, free 
from every inpumbrance, in 1821, had not His Royal Highness's 
marriage taken place at that time, which, although conducted 
with every possible regard to oeconomy, occasioned a new, 
unavoidable, and heavy expense, to meet which he had been led 
by the Minister to expect an outfit of 12,000/. but which 
expectation having failed in tolo, and nothing being granted 
him by way of addition to his income at that period, except 
6000/. per annum (the half of which was settled by the contract 
of marriage as pin-^tnoney on the Duchess,) the Committee of 
his friends were obliged to appropriate a considerable sum 
from the funds allotted for the liquidation of his embarrass- 
ments, to cover the unforeseen extraordinary disbursements 
arising out of that circumstance : and thus the final period of 
His Royal Highness's emancipation from his pecuniary em- 
barrassments, and consequently the time of his resuming bis 
permanent residence at home, became, to his great regret, 
unavoidably protracted to a far more distant day. 

Under these circumstances His Royal Highness was obliged 
to persevere in his plan of residing on the Continent ; and in 
conformity with that resolution, which was not one of choice, 
but altogether of necessity ^ proceeded in a few weeks after the 
ceremony of his marriage to Amorbach, the residence of the 
Prince of Leiningen, which the Duchess, who was left by the 
will of her late husband Guardian of her son (a minor) and 
Regent of the Principality, during his minority, had occupied 
as her residence during the period of her widowhood. It was 
during their Royal Higlme;sses' retirement at this spot that the 
Duchess proved to be pregnant; and as Her Royal Highness, 
fully concurring in the sentiments entertained by her illustrious 
Consort, as an Englishman, that her Child ought to draw its 
first breath on English ground, at once gave her consent to the 
measure of returning to England for the purpose of her confine- 
ment taking place there, fresh ^sacrifices became necessary to 
enable them to fulfil what was considered by their Royal Higb^ 
nesses as no less a duty to the Royal Family aiid to the Country, 
than to themselves and their expected infant ; and so great Were 
the difficulties they experienced in obtainiog the means necessaij 
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to accomplish this important object, that it was not until the 
Duchess had completed the seventh month of her pregnancy 
that tfaej were enabled to proceed on their journey, being liter- 
ally prevented from moving until then, through the want of 
means to meet the expenses of that jourtiey. Providentially no 
injury arose to the Duchess from being obliged to travel at so 
late a period of her pregnancy, and the journey was accomplish- 
ed in sufficient time to answer the proposed object ; but, as 
may easily be imagined, a very considerable additional expense 
has been incurred upon the occasion ; and as the door appears 
to be shut, for the present, against His Royal Highness't 
deriving any benefit from his well-established claims, he has, 
with the concurrence of the Committee of his friends, come to 
the painful, jet necessary resolution, of parting with his favour- 
ite villa of Castle Hill, the only personal property he has, 
upon the advantageous sale of which alone must rest the 
possibility of his continuing his residence in England, and his 
being able to bring up his Child amongst his Countrymen, 
both wishes nearest his heart, as well as that of the Duchess ; 
but neither of which can be accomplished if they have no other 
prospect before them than that of being obliged to live for the 
next six or seven years on an income barely amounting to a 
third of that which the Duke is known to receive from Parlia- 
ment, and little more than a fourth of what it would be, if the 
advantages arising to him from his military situations (which he 
has similarly given up to his Committee) were added thereto. 

in. Field Marshal His Grace Arthur Duke of 
Wellington, K.G. G.C.B. Prince op Waterloo. 

The Duke of Wellington is the third surviving son of 
Garret, the late £arl of Momington, and was bom at Dangan 
Cattle, in the county of Meath, the 1 st of May, 1 769* After 
receiving the rudiments of education at Eton College, he was 
removed to a military academy at Angers, in France, where he 
remained for a short period, and* was then appomted, 7th of 
March, 1787^ to an ensigncy in the 73d foot He was pro- 
moted the £5th of December following, to a lieutenancy in the 
76th foot, from which he exchanged into the 4l8t foot, the £3d 
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of January, 178B : and the 25th of June 1789, removed into 
the Idth light dragoons. He obtained a company in the 68tb 
foat| the 20th of September, 1791»and again exchanged into the 
18th light dragoons, the Slst of October, 1792. He was next 
appointed Major to the 33d regiment, and Lieutenant-Colonel 
the 30th of April, 1793. 

In 1 794 he commanded a brigade of infantry, during the re« 
treat of the forces under the Marquess of Hastings, then £arl 
of Moira, through Flanders; and soon after his return from the 
continent, he accompanied the 33d foot to India, and was or* 
d^red on the intended expedition against Manilla, which was 
abandoned, in consequence of the intrigues of France with 
Tippoo Saib. On the 3d of May, 1796, he received the brevet 
rank of colonel. 

Lieutenant-General,, now Lord, Harris had been appointed 
to command the Madras army, destined to act against Tippoo, 
and penetrate into the Mysore country ; and Colonel Welles- 
ley was given the command of a division stationed at Lall Pit ; 
but after the French force in the Oeccan was destroyed, Ui9 
^izam provided a large force to aid in the attack of Tippoo^ 
consisting of 6000 of the Company's troops, 6000 of his own, 
and 3000 cavalry, the command of which was entrusted to 
Colonel Wellesley. At the taking of Seringapatam, the 4th of 
iMayi 1799> he was thanked, in public orders, by Genera) 
Harris, for the gallaut intrepidity of his conduct, in command 
of the reserve^. He was next appointed one of the Commission^ 
ers to arrange the division of the Mysore territories, and also 
the distribution of tlie immense treasure found in Tippoo's ca* 
pital> of which be for some time became the Commandant. 
He was afterwards entrusted with an expedition against Dhou- 
dia Waugh, and, in September, 1800, took the field. On th« 
5th of that month he entered the Nizam's territories, and, after 
a series of rapid movements, intercepted Dhoudia WaugVj^ 
force at Conaghull, where it was strongly posted, having its rear 
and left flank covered by that rock and village. Colonel Wellesr 
ley, although only the cavalry of his army had come up, de- 
termined on an immediate attack ; aadi ptaciog himself at the 
head of the 19ih and 25th light dragpiNis^ and lat and 2d regi* 
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merits of uattve cavalry, which he extended into one line, ta 
prevent his being out-flanked, he advanced upon the enetny : the 
latter showed much firmness, but could not withstand the rapid- 
ity and fury of the charge ; they gave way, and were pursued 
for several miles. Dboudia, and a great number of his follow* 
ers, were killed^ and the whole body completely dispersed. 
The activity and intrepid conduct of Colonel Wellesley on this 
occasion obtained for him the thanks of the Commander of 
the Forces at Madras, and of the Governor-General. 

After the above enterprize, an expedition to Batavia, under 
the orders of General, now Sir David, Baird, being determined 
on^ Colonel Wellesley was recalled from his government and 
command in the Mysore territory, to execute an enterprize 
against the Mauritius and Isle of Bourbon, which was to be 
attempted by a part of the forces of General Baird, if that 
officer was successful in his operations against Batavia : this 
expedition was, however, abandoned. The Mahratta war hav- 
ing commenced in 180£, Lord Clive, then at the head of the 
Madras government, assembled an army of 19^000 men, the 
command of which was entrusted to Lieut. General Stuart. It 
became necessary to detach a part of this force towards Poouah^ 
the capital of the Peishwa, our ally, which was menaced by 
Schindia and Holkar. Major-General Wellesley, which raak 
he liad obtained the 29th of April, 1802, was selected for this 
command, having under him Colonel Stevenson, and a body oS 
35,000 men, with a proportionable train of artillery • Of this 
army, two-thirds were furnished as a subsidy by the Nitaiti, 
and about 9000 ^ere cavah-y. The Nizam's force being 
placed under the command of Colonel Stevenson, Majors 
General Wellesley, with his army of 12,000 men, deemed it ex- 
pedient to advance with the greatest rapidity towards Poonah, 
na it was known that Holkar was in possession of that capiUd, 
and the person of the Peishwa. On the night of the 19th of 
April, 1803, information being received that Holkar deter- 
mined to plunder and burn Poonah, on the approach of the 
British, Major-Geocral Wellesley poshed forward, over a rugged 
and difficult country> and through a dangerous pass, and after a 
forced march of sixty loiles, reached the Pwhwa's capita^ in 
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the short period of thirty-two hours.' The astonishing celerity 
of this movement saved Poonah from the fate then awaiting it^ 
Mid in a few days the Major-General had the satisfaction of 
restoring this city to its lawful sovereign. He next proceeded 
against Ameduagen, which speedily fell into his hands ; and, 
continuing those rapid and masterly movements^ which had al- 
ready proved so successful, he arrived at Nauluair, on the 23d 
of September. Here he was informed that the combined 
Mahratta army was posted within six miles of the ground he in- 
tended to occupy, but that the enemy had indicated an inten- 
tion of breaking up his camp, and retreating, on the approach 
of the British. Major-General Wellesley instantly perceiving not 
a moment was to be lost, determined to move forward, and force 
the enemy to a general engagement, although Colonel Steven- 
son's division, which had marched by a different route, had not 
joined him, as was expected. Having adopted this resolu- 
tion, be halted, and refreshed his army, which had already that 
morning marched fourteen miles. He then moved forward, and, 
after a further march of six milies, performed under the rays of a 
vertical sun, came in sight of the enemy, who was posted with his 
right on tlie villoge of Bokerdun, and his left on that of Assaye, 
on the northern bank of the river Kaitreah, near to the Adjuntea 
pass. Schindia's army consisted of 38,.500 cavalry, 10,500 re- 
gular infantry, 500 matchlocks, 500 rocket men, and igo pieces 
of ordnance. M ajor-General Wellesley's army consisted of only 
4,500 men, of whom about 2000 were Europeans ; but this 
frightful inequality proved to be amply compensated by the 
superior discipline of the British army, and the abilities of its 
General. 

Major-General Wellesley approached in front of the enemy's 
right ; but finding that he had posted his infantry and guns on 
the left, he resolved to make his attack on that point. Having 
made the necessary movements for this object, he placed the 
British cavalry in the rear, to covier the infantry as they moved 
round ; and on his right flank he stationed the cavalry of the 
Peishwa and Nizam. He then forded the Kaitreah beyond the 
left of the enemy; and having reached the opposite bank, 
formed his army in order of batde,. extending his uiAmtry in two 
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lines^ the British cavalry in a third as a reserve, and posting the 
auxiliary native force so as to cover the left flank of the i/ihole, 
now menaced by a large body of the enemy's cavalry, which had 
followed them from the right of its own position. The enemy 
had commenced a distant cannonade ; but perceiving that an 
attack was threatened upon his left, Schindia changed hia po- 
sition with great steadiness. The British now advanced to the 
attack under a most tremendous fire of nearly 150 pieces of 
cannon. The English artillery, in their turn, opened upon the 
enemy at an interval of about 100 yards ; but were soon ren- 
dered incapable of advancing, from the number of bullocks and 
men that had fallen. This induced Major-General Wellesley 
to abandon his guns, and try the event of a closer combat. 
Putting himself, therefore, at the head of his whole line, and 
placing the British cavalry under Lieutenant-Colonel Maxwell, 
of the 19th dragoons, to cover his right, he advanced with an 
intrepidity and boldness which completely dismayed the Mahrat- 
tas. Notwithstanding his numerous artillery, the enemy found 
himself unequal to withstand this charge, and was quickly com- 
pelled to retire upon his second line, posted in front of the 
Juah river. Here the 74th regiment, which covered the right 
of the British line, having suffered severely by the enemy's can- 
non, was charged by a body of Mahratta cavalry ; but the 
British cavalry posted on the right, having repulsed them, 
charged, in their turn, with such resistless impetuosity, that 
several of the enemy's battalions were driven into the Juah with 
immense slaughter. The enemy's line now gave way in all di- 
rections, and was pursued by Lieutenant-Colonel Maxwell at 
the head of the British cavalry across the Juah river, beyond 
which they were cut down in great numbers. Several of the 
enemy's guns having been unavoidably left in the rear during the 
heat of the action, were, at this moment, turned upon the Bri-^ 
tish troops in advance by the perfidious Mahrattas, who had 
thr6wn themselves on the ground, and were passed unmolested 
by the English soldiers. This circumstance encouraged some 
of the enemy's regular infantry battalions, that had retired in ra- 
ther better order, to face about, and commence a second action ; 
which, beiiig maintained for' a short tiAie with great fury, made 
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the fortune of the day again doubtful, Major-General Welles- T 
leji however, leading on the 78th regiment, and 7th battalion ^ 
of Sepoys, compelled those parties who had seized the guns to ^i 
surrender, though not without some further loss, and con8ide^ ^ 
ablie personal danger to himself, having his horse shot under ^ 
him ; while Lieutenant-Colonel Maxwell finished the destructton C 
of the enemy, by charging with the 19th light dragoons die ^ 
battalions that had rallied, which he eiitirely brqke and di*- ^ 
persed, but unfortunately fell himself in the performance ^ f 
this duty. The Mahratta? now fled in all directions : their dead, '> 
ai^aounting to 1200, covered the field, and their wounded <■ 
strewed the adjoining country for miles. Ninety-eight pieces t^ 
of cannon fell into the hands of the victors, together with the 
whole camp equipage of the enemy, all their bullocks and 
camels, and a vast quantity of ammunition. 

The victory of Assaye, we may very justly rank among die | 
most brilliant which have ever been obtained by British courage 
and skill : and this must be evident, if it is considered that this 
victory was obtained by a small number of British troops over 
an enemy infinitely superior in numbers ; comprising, at leaa^ 
10,000 regular infantry, formed, disciplined, and, in pail^ J 
ofiicered by Frenchmen, supported by the tremendous discharge ! 
of more than 100 pieces of cannon, served with considerable 
science and precision; while hordes of Mahratta cavalry, to 
the amount of 40,000, hovered around, ready to rush in upooi 
and annihilate the little band, if the smallest disorder or mistake 
bad taken place during the engagement. 

The attention of Major-General Wellesley was now direct* 
ed to the Rajah of Berar's army, which, after a most fatiguing 
and unremitted pursuit, from the 25th of October until the 
25th of November, he succeeded in overtaking. This army he 
defeated on the plains of Agram, in as decisive a manner as h(B 
had done that of Schindia at Assaye, capturing the whole of 
their elephants and baggage, 38 pieces of cannon, and all their 
ammunition. He next turned his victorio%is arms against the 
only remaining fortress of any importance belonging to the 
enemy, viz. Gawilghur, seated on the sooamit of a steep bill. 
On the ni^t of the 12th of December, the batteries were 
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opened, and a practicable breach haTing been effected, it was 
carried on the morning of the 14th by escalade. The var 
having been brought to a conclusion by this enterprise, the 
Rajah of Berar determined on concluding a peace without 
waiting for the concurrence of his ally Schindia* This was 
instantly made known to Major*General Wellesley, and 
aegociations being set on foot on the l6th of December, a 
treaty of peace between the British government in India and 
the Rajah of Berar was concluded the following day: and on 
the 30th of the same month peace was also made with Schindia. 

The Mahratta war being thus brought to a fortunate conclu* 
sioD, Major-General Wellesley found die reward of his 
victories in the gratitude of his countrymen. In 1804, he had 
been appointed a Knight of the Badi; and on his return to 
England, early in 1805, a sword, valued* at 1000/. was pr&* 
sented him by the inhabitants of Calcutta ; and his companions 
in arms presented him a gold vase valued at 2000 guineas. The 
dianks of both Houses of Parliament were ako voted to him in 
the following words. 

*' To Major-General the Honorable Sir Arthur Wellesley, for 
tbe many important, brilliant, and memorable services achieved 
by him, with die separate, army in the Deccan, the several of*> 
ficcrs," &G. 

Shortly after his arrival firom India, Sir Arthur Wellesley was 
united to the sister of the Earl of Longford, by whom he has 
issue two sons. 

Sir Arthur accompanied Lord Cathcart in the expedition to 
Hanover, in command of a brigade ; and when that army 
returned to England, he was appointed to a district on the sea 
coast. On the death of the Marquess Comwallis he received, 
SOth of January, I8O6, the colondcy of the 3Srd regiment, in 
which he had served thirteen years as Lieutenant-Colonel. Du-* 
ring the administration of Lord Grenville, Sir Arthur represented 
an Irish borough in Parliament : and on the accession of thd 
present administration, he was nominated chief secretary to the 
late Duke of Richmond, then Lord lieutenant of Ireland. 

He next commanded a division in the expedition ag^nst 
Copenhagen, and again distii^uished himsdf by defeatu^ ^ 
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detachment of Danes near Kioge; and soon after thi^ event, i* 

Copenhagen having surrendered^ he was employed^ in conjunc- f 

tion with Sir Home Popham, and IJeutenant-Colonel, now !" 

"Major-General Sir George, Murray, to conduct the capitulation. '^ 

On the termination of the Danish Expedition the thanks of I 
Parliament were voted to Sir Arthur, who in his place, asa ^ 
Member of the House of Commons, thus addressed the Speaker \^ 
in reply: 

'' Mr. Speaker, 

'' I consider myself fortunate that I was employed by his Ma-: 
jesty in a service which this House has considered of such impor- 
tance, as to have marked, with its approbation, the conduct of those 
officers and troops who have performed it. The honour which 
this House has conferred upon my honourable friends, and 
myself, is justly considered by the officers of the navy and army 
as the highest which this country can confer ; it is the object of 
the ambition of all who are employed in his Majesty's service ; 
and to obtain it has been the motive of many of those acts of 
valour and good conduct, which have tended so eminently to 
the glory, and have advanced the prosperity and honour of this 
country. I can assure the House that I am most sensible of 
the great honour which they have done me ; and I beg leave, 
Sir, to return you my thanks also for the handsome and polite 
terms in which you have conveyed to me the sense of the House." 

This last service concludes the achievements of Sir Arthur 
to the commencement of his career in Spain, Portugal, the 
Netherlands, and France. 

An army of 10,000 men was assembled at Cork, in the 
summer of 1808, and Lieu tenant-General Sir Arthur Wellesley, 
which rank he had obtained on the 25th of April of that year, 
was appointed to command this body of troops, which were 
destined for Portugal, with a view of endeavouring to rescue 
that country from the yoke of France. The expedition arrived 
at Figueras, in Mondego Bay, early in August, and being 
joined by Major-General Sir Brent Spencer, with his divisioh 
from Cadiz, Sir Arthur attacked General Laborde on the J 7th 
of the same month at Koliga, and drove the enemy from the 
strong ground he occupied. Qn the 21st, General Junot, 
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having assembled the M'bole French force in Portugal, advanced 
to attack the British near the village of Vimiera. Sir Arthur; 
who had received a further reinforcement of troops from £ng- 
landy under the command of Generals Aciand and Anstruther, 
gained a complete victory over his antagonist. The late Lieu- 
tenant-General Sir Harry Burrard arrived in the field during 
the action^ but considered the disposition made by Sir Arthur 
so masterly, as to obviate the necessity of any change. Sir 
Harry Burrard, however, disapproved of pursuing the routed 
enemy, so that the victory was rendered incomplete ; and onr 
the foliating day an armistice was agreed upon between Sir 
Hew Dalrymple and General Kellerman. On the SOth, a 
convention was concluded at Cintra, and ratified the next daj 
by Sir Hew, now in command of the British, and General 
Junot commanding the French ; by which the latter army was 
to be conveyed to the nearest port in France with their 
artillery, arms, horses, and baggage, in British transports. 
Sir Arthur signed the armistice, which preceded this con- 
vention, at the desire of his superior officer, but did not 
conceive himself responsible for the conditions of it. There 
were many detailed points in which he differed from the 
Commander in Chief, but he agreed with him in the propriety 
of signing a convention for the evacuation of Portugal, because^ 
otherwise, the British army would be obliged to wait a long 
time for reinforcements, and supplies of artillery and other ne- 
cessaries ; and also, because by the custom of war the French 
army, being then unbroken, had a fair claim to treat for the 
evacuation of Portugal. In his letter to Lord Castlereagh, 14th 
of November, 1808, he states, that, although he was decidedly 
of opinion that the most important advantages would hav^ 
resulted from allowing him to pursue the victory gained over the 
enemy on the 21st of August, yet it by no means followed, that 
to allow the evacuation of Portugal was an impolitic proceeding 
on the 2$d. On the 21st, the enemy were in confusion,^ the 
next day they were no longer so, and had resumed their posi- 
tions. The relative situation of the two armies had changed in 
that short time, and that of the French was greatly improved by our 
having neglected to follow up the blow that had been struck 
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Hat preceding day. It may not be improper to state, that the 
late Lieutenant-General Sir John Moore, who arrived from 
England as third in command soon after the battle of Vimiera, 
on learning the particulars of the action, bestowed warm praises 
on Sir Arthur; atid declared to Sir Hew, the commander of 
the toFces, that he wished to waive all pretensions derived from 

> 

his 'seniority ; that as Sir Arthur had done so much^ it was bnt 
hit he should take the lead in any intended operations againlst 
Lisbon ; and if the good of the service should require it, he 
would •■ execute any part that was allotted to him without inters 
fering with Sir Arthur^ 

The thanks of Parliament having been voted to Sir Arthur 
for his conduct at the battle of Vimiera^ the fbllowtnganswer 
was addressed by him to the Lord Chancellor : 

'^ My Lord, London, January 28th, 1809, . , . 

^^ X have had the honor of receiving your Lordship's lett^|;.irf 
the 24th instant^ containing copies of tlie unanimous resolutiofrer 
of the House of Lords, conveying the approbation of their Lor^-*' 
ships of my conduct, and of that of the general officers aad 
soldiers composing the army, which I commanded in Portugal, 
and their Lordships' vote to the respective general officers and 
to the officers commanding the troops employed on the serviced 
in that country. *:' 

" I have received this mark of distinction which the House 
of Lords has conferred upon me, with sentiments of gratitucte 
and respect, proportionate to the high sense I entertain of the 
greatness of the honor which it carries with it. And I shall 
have great pleasure in communicating to the general officeK* 
respectively, to the officers and troops, the distinguished reward 
of their exemplary conduct, which their Lordships have confer- 
red upon them. 

^^ I beg leave^ at the same time, to express to your Lprd- 
ship, my thanks for the expressions of personal civility wifb 
which your Lordship has conveyed to me the commands of the 
House. 1 have, &c. 

(Signed) ARTHUR WELLESLEY; 
" The Right Hon. the Lord Chancellor, &c. &c." 
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In the Hooie of Ck>iiim6iiB Sir Arthur wlis flri^ 
place by the Speaker on the 27th January^ 1809« 

^ Ueutenant-General Sir Ardiur Wellesley^ 

^' After the events of the last year, it was iiiip!0S3U»W thi^ 
P^liament should re^assemUe • without directing its, earliest 
attention to the services of the Bhtish.Anay in l^ortugal, ao^ 
iunidst the contending ojunioBS which have prevailed uppq other 
questions, the public voice has been loud and generalj^ |tt 
admiration of your splendid achievementa. 

'^ It is your praise to have, inspirisd your troops with unpbdi^ 
confidence and unbounded ardour, to h^ve conM3a\anded.no.t:thf 
obedience alone, but the hearts and affections of your comg^iOir 
ions in arms ; and having planned your operations with the akiU 
and promptitude which have so eminently characterized all your 
former exertions, you have again led the armies of your couiUrj 
to battle with the same deliberate valour and triumphant 
success which have long since rendered. your name illustrious in 
the reaiotest part of this empire. 

" Mffitaiy glory has ever been dear to the nation ; and great 
mflitaiy exploits in the field, or upon the ocean, have their sur^ 
reward in Royal favour, and the gratitude of Parliament^ It is, 
dierefoie, with the highest satisfaction that, in this fresh instance^ 
I now proceed to deliver to you die thanks of tlus House ; and 
I do now accordingly, by the command, and in the name of the 
Commons of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland^ 
ifaank you for the distinguished valour, ability, and conduct^ 
displayed by you on the 17th and 21st of August last in Por* 
iu^d, on the latter of which days you obtained at Vimiera, over 
die army of die enemy, a signal victory, honorable apd glorious 
to the British arms/' 

To the above flattering address. Sir Arthur Wellesley made 
the following reply : 

" Mr. Speaker, 

^ I beg leave to express mj acknowledgments to the House, 
for the high honor which they have conferred upon mm, bj the 
notice ^y have taken, and the ajpprobation diej have conveyed 
R.M.Cal. I. F 



of my ecindnet during the time I commanded bit Majeety'i 
troops in Portugal. 

'' No man can value more highly than I do, the honorable 
distinction which has been conferred upon me, a distinctioa 
' which it is in the power of the Representatives of a free people 
alone to bestow, and which it is the peculiar advantage of the 
ofllcers and soldiers in the service of his Majesty, to have hel4 
out to tliem as the object of their ambition, and to receive as the 
reward of their services. 

" I beg leave, at the same time to return to you. Sir, my 
thanks for the handsome terms in which your kindness, I ought 
to say your partiality for me, has induced you to convey the 
approbation of the House." 

Notwithstanding the unfortunate issue of the campaign i^ 
Spain, and the deplorable state in which Sir John Moore's 
army returned to England, it was determined that further efforts 
should be made by Great Britain in aid of the patriotic exer- 
tions which were still continued throughout Spain and Portu* 
gal. Lieutenant-General Sir John Cradock, who had suc- 
ceeded to the coipmand of the troops in the latter country afte^: 
the departure of Sir John Moore, took up a defensive positioa 
in the neighbourhood of Lisbon ; but on receiving reinforce- 
ments from England, he made preparations for advancing on 
Oporto, m order to dislodge the French under Marshal Soult. 
Accordingly on the Qth of March, 1 809, the British army, 
amounting, in the whole, to about 18,000 men, advanced froun 
the neighbourhood of the capital, and on the 22d, the main 
body of the infantry had arrived in the city of Leyria ; on the 
same day, Sh* Arthur Wellesley landed at Lisbon, to take the 
command of the army, and on the 2d of May arrived in Coim« 
bra, where the whole of the army was now assembled. 

On the 6th, Sir Arthur reviewed his whole force in the plain 
below Coimbra, and next day commenced his march in the di- 
rection of Oporto. At this period, Marshal Soult, with the 
main body of his army, was in Oporto, and his advanced guard 
of cavalry stationed on the north bank of the Vouga. The 
French force was understood to be 24,000, but very much 
scattered. The army under Marshal Victor was in the neigh- 
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bourhood of Badajos. ' Major-Geneiil Mackenzie's . brigade 
bad advanced to Abrantes, on the Tagus, , and the Lusi^inian 
legion^ commanded by Colonel Mayne^ had proceeded to Al- 
cantara^ as a corps of observation. Sir Arthur, who had been 
appoitited Marshal-General of the Portuguese troops by the 
Prince Regent, directed some of their battalions, the mort 
advanced in discipline, to join the British brigades. 

On the 10th of May the cavalry and advance of the Anglo- 
Portuguese army crossed the Vouga, and defeated a consider- 
able body of the enemy's cavalry, and a iew infantry. Next 
day the army came upi with the French advanced guard, coiisift- 
ing of about .^000 men, and defeated them on. the heights near 
Grijo, from whence they retired across the Douro, in the course 
of the night, and destroyed the bridge of boats. Marshal Soult 
hoped by this measure to arrest the progress of the combined 
army; but on reaching the banks of the river. Sir Arthur 
pushed over a small force, under Major-General Sir Edward . 
Paget^ who maintained himself in Oporto until reinforcements 
arrived, when the French were driven out with great loss* The 
combined army had marched upwards of BOfniles in the four 
jnecediog days, through a difficult country, and achieved the 
Capture of Oporto, after a series of operations conducted with 
the utmost celerity and skill. Perhaps the passage of the Dpuro 
ought to be esteemed one of the most brilliant of Sir Arthur's 
exploits, when the obstacles he had to encounter are duly ap- 
.jmciated. The French officers did justice to his merit, by 
. flowing that this achievement had liever been equalled, even 
by Buonaparte ; and Marshal Soult was evidently taken by sur- 
prbe, no arrangements having been made for retreat. Five 
pieces of catinon were captured on the field, and 59 pieces with 
37 tumbrils, and a considerable quantity of ammunition, were 
fpund in the arsenal, and upwards of 1000 sick in the host>itals* 
Mursfaal Soult retired by Braga, Salamonde, atid Montalegv^ 
into Gallicia, leaving behind him a fourth of his army, with the 
whole of his baggage and artillery. The pursuit was continued 
as far as Montalegre, a frontier town of the province of Tr^s os 
Monies, where the advance of this combined army baited, ^nd 
soon after returnM to Oporto. 
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Manhai Beresfordi who bad crossed the Dburo, near La-i. 
mego, oa the 10th, , with Major-General, now Lieutenant*. 
General Chowne, Tilaon*a brigade of infantry, and a considerable 
body of Portuguese, in order to cut off the retreat of the enemy 
to Gallicia, by the way of Chaves, found on his arrival ^t 
Amarante, on the Tawega, that Brigadier-General Siiveira had 
been obliged to evacuate that position, which was now occupie4 
by a division of the French army^ under General Loison. Oa 
the mommg of the 13th, General Loison retreated in the direc* 
tion of Braga, and joined the main body of the army under 
Marshal Soult. Brtgadier*General Siiveira, in the mean time, 
marched to occupy the pass of Ruivaes, between Salamonde 
and Montalegre, but unfortunately arrived too late to check the 
enemy in his retreat. Marshal Beresford directed his march on 
Chaves, with the ^iew of intercepting the enemy, should ^e» 
march by that road> which was the only one practicable for- 
carriages: these he had, however, destroyed, and effected hia 
escape through the mountains. 

' About the middle of June, the whole of the British troops 
were lissembled in the neighbourhood of Abrantes, Sir Arthur'* 
head^quartera* Marshal Victor, on receiving intelligence of 
Marshal Soult*9 discomfiture and subsequent retreat into Gidr 
licia, retired from' the frootieFS towards Madrid, so that oftibe 
50fiQ0 French, who lately threatened and infested Portugal^ not 
oiie remained. After a fortnight's repose, the British amiy 
quitted the banks of the Tagus, and advanced into Spain, for 
the purpose of co-operating with General Cuesta^ commandiiig 
file army of Eatremadura. Sir Arthur had stipulated that the 
Spanish government shoidd furnish 500 mules for the transport 
of his provisioas, and ^pected to have found a Spanish com<- 
missary at Zsara Mayor^ > to aid that department of the Britiak 
army in procuring thdr suppiieb^ In this he was disappointed^ 
but, convinced of what importance a British force in Spain wte 
to the patriotic cause> he continued his march to Placenti^ 
where the whole of the army .was concentrated on the^ l6th of 
July. General Guesta had eagerly pressed 'the advance of the 
British, with ah assuriance of ample euppto^ but although tb« 
troops were now ip one of the most fertUe districts of Spain, the 
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indolence of the magistrates \ras such, that Sir Arthur in vain 
entreated them to furnish provisions, without wbidi he found 
himself unable to proceed. Although mortified at the delays 
which had hitherto taken place, and the little attention paid bj 
the Spaniards to fulfil their engagements, Sir Arthur felt di»-r 
posed to continue the system of operations concerted betwixt 
6feneral Cuesta and himself, and, after receiving a promise from 
tlie Authorities of Placentia, that the supplies required for the 
army would be collected without further delay, the British 
moved forward on the 17th of July, and formed a junction with 
the army of Estremadura on the 20th. 

llie combined army, on the £dd, advanced to Talavera de la 
Reyna, whence the enemy was dislodged, in the course of tim 
morning, by the advance of the British and Spaniards. The 
French retired upon their main body, posted on the left bank of 
the Alberche, closely pursued. Next day. Sir Arthur proposed 
attacking Marsha;! Victor, on the fiSd, but General Cuest« wished 
It postponed till the following day ; when the army, on reaching 
the banks of the river, had the mortification to discover that the 
enemy had availed himself of the delay, and was in full retreat. 
There can be mo doubt, had Sir Arthur's propositions for at« 
ticking the enemy on the 2Sd been adopted, that the destruction 
of Marshal Victor's corps would have been inevitable. 
' General Cuesta commenced a pursuit of Marshal Victor on 
the £4th, and Sir Arthur declined further co-operation with the 
Spaniards, *' on account of the great insufficiency, as to the 
means of conveyance in Spain.'' General Cuesta, on the S6th, 
was attacked near Torrijos, and obliged to fall back to Talayenu 
On the same day, Joseph Buonaparte, having collected th% 
whole of his disposable force in that part of Spain, amounting 
to 47)000 men, drove in the advanced guard of the Spaniards, 
who retired in a disorderly manner across the Alberche, to the 
position in front of Talavera. Sir Arthur on the same after>> 
IMM>D withdraw the advanced guard of the British, commanded 
hj Ueutenant-General Sir J . C. Sherbrooke from Caselegat, 
icross the Alberche, leaving a division of infantry, a brigade of 
Miwalry, and a brigade of artillery, under MajoiwGenenil Mao- 
fctntie)Ur the' woods on the right bank of that river, about one 
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league in front of Talavera. At two in the afternoon of the 
27 A, the enemy crossed the Albercbe, \i'hich was every where 
fbrdable, and attacked Major-General Mackenzie, who retired 
upon the position that had been taken up by Sir Arthur^ with 
the consent of the Spanish leader. 

The intention of the enemy to try the result of a generd 
engagement was now no longer doubtful, and, full of coniideDce 
in his gallant little army, Sir Arthur beheld the approach of the 
foe, formidable not only from numbers, but also from the troops 
being inured to war. His mind, however, was not free from 
anxiety at this momentous crisis, and an expression of deep 
thooghtfuloess saddened the usually animated countenance . of 
this chief, as he rode along the line, "^rhe troops had for some 
days recdved a very scanty supply of provisions, aud the fedinf^ 
of the British General were agonized by the privations of hn 
brave soldiers. £very representation had been made witboot 
avail, to hasten the arrival of the sup)ilie8 from Placentia; and 
General Cuesta treated the wants of the British with a marked 
indifference. 

The position occupied by the combined army, extended 
nearly three miles ; the Spanish infantry in two lines, forming 
the right, were posted behind the ruined inclosures of the olivet 
grounds and vineyards adjoining the suburbs of Talavera^ 
which they also occupied -with their extreme flank resting upoa 
die Tagus. The right of the British line, under Brigadier 
General Alexander Campbell, joined the left of the Spaniards^ 
and extended along some open ground to a height, on whiclib 
Major-General, now Lord, Hill's division was posted ; Major* 
General Sherbrooke commanded the centre, and Major-General 
Mackenzie's division, which had been previously in advance, 
now formed a second line in the rear. 

About half past six o'clock the enemy appeared in considei;^ 
able force on the heights opposite the centre of the British Jiae^ 
and commenced a heavy fire, which was immediately returned 
from the guns, placed on an eminence in the rear of Major* 
General Hill's division. At the same time the French made » 
vigorous attack in order to gain possession of the height, froai 
whence, after a most obstinate eonflict, they, were driven: at 
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the point of the bayonet. The enemy also pushed forward se^ 
vera! corps of infantry^ supported by a strong division on the 
right, with a view of carrying the towii of Talavera, in which 
object he failed, and was driven back by the fire of the Spanish 
batteries, in the course of the night the enemy made a second 
assault upon the height, from whence, after gaining a momen- 
tary possession, he was dislodged, by Major-General Hill, with 
prodigious slaughter. 

The night was spent in a state of mutual alarm : at length 
day broke upon the contending armies^ who were drawn up 
opposite to each other, in the positions they respectively occih 
pied at the beginning of the action on th^ preceding evening* 
About six, the engagement was renewed, and contiimed with- 
out intermission until eleven o'clock, when the firing ceased, aa 
if by mutual consent, for nearly three hours, during which io^ 
terval the French appeared to be employed in cookiug, and the 
British army reposed, on the ground^ seemingly regardless of 
At enemy's presence. 

The principal efforts of the French, throughout the: morn- 
ing, were again directed upon the left, but Major-General Hill 
successfully repelled every attempt to turn his position, and 
obliged the enemy to retire with considerable loss. Sir Arthur, 
fUrrounded by his staff, observed the progress of the battle on a 
height to the left of the British line. From this point he 
witnessed every movement that was made, and, in the midst of 
the hottest fire, issued the necessary orders with his character* 
istic- coolness and judgment. Two of his aides-de-camps, 
Captains (now Sir H. F.) Bouverie and (now Sir Ulysse^ 
Burgh, were wounded by his side. ' ^ 

At one P. M. the enemy was observed bringing up freih 
troops, and forming his columns, apparently for the purpose ot 
renewing the attack ; and about two o'clock, they again advan- 
ced under a lieavy cannonade, and made a general attack upoii 
the whole of the position, occupied by tlie British. The eao* 
my's attacking columns, on the right, were received by Brigadier- 
General CampbeU's division at the point of the bayonet, and 
driven back with the losd of their artillery. The efforUi.of th« 
^nemy on the left were ^ually udsuccm^I as before, and a 
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diefge nisde by JBrigadier-GeHeral (now Sir George) Afisoif 
with the !2dd light dn^ooDs and German hussars, upon a solid 
Golunin of infantry^ althongh attended with a severe loss to the 
former regiment, bad the effect of. checking their further ad- 
vance in that direction. 

-Meanwhile the centre was warmly engs^ed. Exactly at 5 
o'clock several. heavy columns advanced upon' this point, and 
deployed, with the utmost precision, into line, as they entered 
the plain, which lay betwixt the heights occupied by the hostile 
i^mies. This was the grand attack, and, oh the fiist indication 
ef the enemy's intention, lieutenant-tGeneral Shecbrooke gave 
directions that his division should prepare for the charge^ The 
French came on over the rough and broken ground in the valley, 
in the most imposing manner, and with great resolution, and 
were met by the British with imdaeimtea firmness.: as if vrith 
one accord, the division advanced against the enemy, whoM 
ranks were speedily brokenf^ and thrown into confusion, by' • 
well-directed volley. The impetuosity of ^he* soldiers, was B6t 
to be repressed, and the brigade, on the immediate left of the 
djuards being ludted, that flank, from its advanced sitoation- in 
die eagerness of pursuit, became exposed to the enemy, who 
Imd already given way, «and deserted his guns: on the hiil in front, 
until observing this part qi the line unsupported, the FrfHich 
ralliec^apd returned with increased numbers to the attack opon 
the ceilfre. Brigadier-General Harry Campbell now gave orders 
f<nr the gUafds to retire to their original position in line, and the 
l^st battalion of the 4Bth regiment was directed to oover this 
movement, by ihe .Commander of the Forces, who saw and pro- 
vided for every emergency during tb^- tremendous confliict. 
Foiled !at ail pefhits, the French 'withdrew the remains of the 
columns, wfaieh had been unsuceessfuUy^^posed to the centre, 
and about five in the evening cofumedced their retreat across 
die Alberche to Santa Alalia, leaving a rear-guard of 10,000 
Aen on the heights, behind the ruin, •:WhiGh>were withdrawn on 
the 31st. 

The loss of th^ Britkh army, which entcnred the field 18,300 
l^ctive men, with 30 pieces df cannot^ in the llwo days' action, 
eonsisted of- 34 ofltefersi^d?' imh, kiil«*i'l€W officers, «,7 IS 
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'nen/ wounded ; 9 officers, 644 meDy, mussing ; makii^ a total 
of 5,367. The loss of the enemy was not less than. l4yO(X> 
men, and 20 pieces of cannon. 

-On the 29th of July, the day after the action, the light bii- 
gade^ 3000 strong, and a troop of horse-artillery, under the 
late Major-General Robert Craufurd, joined the army, having 
made a forced march of twelve Spanish leagues, or fifty milea, 
in die preceding twenty-four hours. 

The thanks of Parliament were voted to Lord Wellington 
4f tisr the battle of Talavera ; and his Lordship addressed the fol- 
lowing letters to the Lord Chancellor and Speaker of the House 
of Commons in answer to their communication of the same, 

" My Lord, '' Viseu, March, 6, 1810. 

*^ I. have bad the honor of receiving your Lordship's letter, 
in which you endosed the. resolutions of the House of Lords of 
ihe 26th of January, conveying the approbation of their Lord* 
ships of the conduct of the general officers, officers, gnd 
troops, under my command, and of myself in the battle fought 
at Talavera on the 27th and 28th of July last 

f* I have? communicated to the general officers, officers, and 
troops, these testimonies of their Lordships' approbation ; and 
1 beg leave to assure your Lordship, that I have received the 
honor which their Lordships have conferred upon me, and the 
army under my command, with a just sense of ..it9 high yalup 
«nd importance: with gratitude for the favor with wiiiqh their 
JLiordships have viewed our efforts in his Majesty's service, and 
a desire to merit the continuance of their L(H'dships' approbation 
by a aealotts discbarge of my duty. I request your Lordship to 
accept my thanks, for the handsome terms, in which you have 
conveyed the pleasure of the ^House of Lords ; 

And I have, &c. 

" Wellington. 

'* Right Hon. the Lord Chancellor." 

." Sir, " Vi^eu^eth March, IglO. 

'^' 1 have had the honor of receiving your letter of- die 2d of 
February, in whiibh you^ enclosed the^reldlutions of the Houair of 
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Goounons of the IsC February : expressing the approbation o( 
the House of my conduct and of that of the general officer^ 
officers, and troops, composing the army under my command 
in the battle fought at Talavera, on the 27th and 28th of July 
last 

'^ In obedience to the orders of the House, I have commu- 
nicated to the general officers, officers, and troops, this hoiuH^ 
able testimony of the approbation of the House; and I beg leave 
to adopt this mode of expressing to the House the high sense 
I entertain of the honor which they have conferred upon me, 
and upon the army under my command ; and to assure them 
that I shall endeavour to merit their approbation by a zealous 
discbarge of my duty. 

'' I must likewise request you, Sir, to accept my thanks for 
the kindness towards me, which you have manifested in tba 
manner in which you have conveyed to me the pleasure of the 
House, a kindness of Which I had already repeated proofs 
during the period that 1 had the honor of being a member of 
the House of Commons. 

" I have, &c. 

*< Wellington. 

** The Right Hon. the Speaker of the House of Commons.'^* 

During the stay of the army at 1 alavera de la Reyna, both be^ 
fore and after the action, the supplies of every kind had been very 
insufficient, and the inhabitants of that town evinced no disposi- 
tion to relieve the wants of the British, and to accommodate the 
sick and wounded. On the morningof the 3d of August, the Bri* 
tish army moved from 1 aiavera ; but for an hour after the troops 
were under arms, they remained uncertain whether Sir AFtbor 
intended to advance upon Madrid, or proceed against Marshal 
Soult^ who, in conjunction with Marshals Ney and Mortier, had 
arrived at Placentia. Sir Arthur decided upon the latter object, 
and accordingly the army retraced its former steps, and the same, 
afternoon again halted near the town of Oropesa. Although 
by this movement the British left behind a considerable number 
of their sick and wounded, yet (ittle anxiety was felt on this 
aic^ount, as they relied on the Spaniards, keeping Marshal Victor 
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m checki shoald he, on being informed of Sir Arthur's depar- 
ture, again attempt to advance; besides, under any circum- 
stances, it would not have been consistent with humanity to 
faaire removed more of tiie sick and wounded than were really 
broughf off. General Cuesta, whose force remained nearly 
eatire, having taken little share in the action, promised Sir 
ikitbtfr to maintain the position which the British had so suc- 
cessfully defended, but in a few hours after their march, the 
Spanish leader abandoned his post, and with the whole of hi 
army followed the route of the British. This conduct of the 
Spanish general increased the embarrassments of the situation Uk 
which the British army was already placed by Marshal Soult's 
arrival at Placentia ; and, accordingly, Sir Arthur determined 
to withdraw his troops over the bridge of Arzobispo, with a 
iriew of covering Seville and the south of Spain, and at the same 
time to preserve his communication with Lisbon. In pursuance 
^f these objects. Sir Arthur resumed his march on the following 
morning, and arrived with the main body of his infantry in the 
valley watered by the Elevante, on the 11 th of August. In 
this spot the British halted for that repose which the fatiguesr 
and privations during the retreat had rendered necessary. 
• In the beginning of September Sir Arthur placed his whole 
army upon the line of the Guadiana, and established his head- 
quarters at Badajos. His motives for taking up this position 
appear to have been, 1 st, — the security of the province of Anda- 
lusia, as the enemy could not venture to penetrate across die 
Sierra Morena with the British army on their right flank; 
2d]y,-^— in order to give confidence to the army of La Mancha ; 
and lastly, to encourage the people to persevere in the cause^ 
by affording the Spanish nation an opportunity of reforming its 
government, and of choosing new men to direct their measures 
in the cabinet, and conduct their armies in the field. 

The unfortunate result of the battle of Ogana, in which the 
army of La Mancha, under the command of Lieutenant-Greiw 
eral Ariesaga, was totally defeated, and dispersed, laid thi^ 
whole south of Spain open to the incursions of the enemy^ and 
it tiecame no longer necessary or desirable, in a military point 
of* view, to retain ibe British anny on the bonfers of EstrMMK 
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dura. Lord Viscount Wellington, which rank he had attained 
in ^is year, therefore withdrew bi»' army firpm Spailiy in iha 
month of December 1809> and in the course of three weeks, 
the whole of his force was placed on a new and extended pp$i-> 
tioiiy along the frontiers of Portugal : head-^quarters in the city 
of Vizeu. The British troops passed the following six mpnlh^ 
in a state of comparatiife tranquillity, while the French army) 
DOW amounting to upwards of 100,000 men, under the com- 
mand of Marshal Massena, was making the most vigoroui^ 
preparations for the conquest of Portugal. The overwhelming 
numbers of the enemy, and the confidence with which he 
proclaimed his intention of driving Lord Wellington and his 
army into the sea, inspired a feeling of apprehension for the 
final issue of the campaign, which not even the reliance placed- 
by the British on the skill and gallantry of their leader cbuld 
entirely dissipate. 

On the 11th of June, 18 K), the enemy invested the fortress of 
Cuidad Rodrigo with a force of 30,000 infantry, and ^000 cavalry. 
On the night of the S5tb the French batteries were opeiled 
against the city; and, after a most gallant defence, during which 
about 700 of the inhabitants were killed by the bombardment, 
the Governor, Don Andri Herrasti, seeing no hopes of relief; 
apd his provisions and ammunition being nearly exhausted, sur-*' 
rendered by capitulation on the 10th of July. The Marquess 
de la Romana came from Badajoff to intreat Lord Wellingtoift 
would advance to its relief, but%parted perfectly satisfied, witH 
the propriety of the British leader's reasons for declining to 
make a forward movement; which, by endangering the saflbty 
of his army, might ultimately compromise the general cause df 
the peninsula. 

On the 4th of August, 1810, the following Proclamation t» 
the Portuguese was issued by this officer. It was intended tcf 
counteract an invidious Proclaniatipn, piihlished by Mass^lia, 
dated Cuidad Rodrigo, August 1st, andabounding in the great* 
est calumnies against the conduct and intentions of the Britiab 
army. 

^^ The time which has elapsed, during whieh the enemy has 
xfipained on tbe/rontiers of .•Poi:tufat,^c^iMl have proved to the 
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Fortuguese nation what they have to espect from the Frencb. 
The inhabitants of some villages have remained in them, con- 
fiding m the promises of the enemy, and hoping that, by treat- 
ing the enemies of their country well, they might conciliate and 
mollify them, and inspire them with humane sentiments ; that 
their property would be respected, their females preserved from 
brutal violation, and their lives secured. Vain hopes! Tbe' 
inhabitants of these submissive places have suffered all the evils 
which a cruel enemy could inflict; their property has been 
plundered, their habitations burnt, their women atrociously* 
violated ; and those, whose age and sex did not provoke the- 
brutal violence of the soldiers, have fallen victims to the impru^ 
dent confidence which they placed in promises made only to be^ 
broken. 

** The Portuguese must now see that no other means remain 
to avoid the evils with which they are threatened, but a deter- 
mined and vigorous resistance, and a firm resolution to obstruct, 
as much as possible, the advance of the enemy into the interior 
of the kingdom, by removing out of his reach all such things as- 
may contribute to his sustenance, or facilitate his progress.- 
These are the only and most certain means to prevent the evils 
with which the country is threatened. The army under my^ 
command will protect as large a portion of this country as iv 
possible; but it is obvious that the people alone can deliver 
themselves by a vigorous resistance, and preserve their gbocb 
bj moving diem out of the reach of the enemy. The dilties^ 
therefore, that bind me to his Royal Highness the Prince Re- 
gent of Portugal, and tb the Portiigiiese nation, oblige me to 
make use of the power and authority with which I am furnished, 
to compel the careless 'atid the indolent to make the necessary 
•fforts to- preserve themselves from the dangers which threateii 
them, and to save their country. In conformity with this^^. t 
make known- and declare, that all magistrates lind pei^oiUriii 
wObority, who'.sbaS remain in the villages or towns, afterbaVttlg 
rseeived orders from the military officer to remove from them ; 
aoi all persons, of whatever class they ma^ be, >vho^hidl inain- 
tain die least communication with, or aid and assist in any 
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imamer' the enemy , shall be considered as traitors to the stat^' 
and tried and punished as such enornfous crimes require. 

" Wellington. 
" Head-quarters, August 4th.'* 

The fall of Almeida^ on the £7th"of August^ after a bombard- 
ment of only one day^ but in reality occasioned by the explosion - 
of the grand magazine, removed the principal obstacle td the 
entrance of Marshal Massena's army into Portugal, but he pr&^ 
ceeded with great caution in his movements, and was retarded' 
by the necessity of bringing forward his supplies, as no depen* 
dence could be placed on the resources of a country so long 
occupied by British troops. The French were undoubtedly 
foiled in their plans by the prudent defensive system adopted by 
Lord Wellington, as it was a principal object of Marshal Msa^ 
tena, in undertaking the siege of Cuidad Rodrigo, and Almeida^ 
to draw the British from their strong hilly positions to the plaij^i* 
on which these towns are situated^ where, if at all, the superior 
number of his cavalry might be expected to give him the advai^* 
tage. About the middle of September Marshal Massena made: 
a feint of coming down upon the left bank of the Mondego, an4' 
actually pushed his reconnoitring parties to Corti9o and lan-^* 
,hareS| in that direction^ but apprehensive of meeting a check %t 
the strong pass of the Ponte de Marcella, he, on the 18th, IQlh^ 
and 20th of September crossed that river with his whole army^* 
at the bridge of Foruos, below Celerico, advancing upop Coioh! 
bra I^y the way of Vizeu. This movement of the enemy wter 
net by Lord Wellington vrith his usual foresight ; and the intea:^ 
tions of the French leader being now clearly developed, the 12d 
division of the army, under the orderl of Lieutenant-General' 
Hill, made a parallel movement with General Regnier's corpt 
d*arm^, by the route of Sobriera Formosa and Pedro-gao, wheif* 
the whole of the combined army, with the exception of Major* 
General (now Sir Henry) Fane's division pf cavalry, and General 
Le Cor's brigade of Portuguese infantry was placed upon the. 
right bank of the Mondego, with a celerity which set all ordinary:, 
catculation at ^fiance. Whilst tbe French continued their 
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approach apon Coimbra, by the. roads, leading over the Sierra 
de Busa90, the main body of the allied army continued in the 
adjoining villages, Lord Wellington being particularly desirous 
not to expose his troops to the heavy dews at the season of the 

year. 

Before day-break, on the 26th September^ the. several divi- 
iiops of British, and Portuguese troops began to ascend the 
bei^;hts of Busago, from whence the whole of the enemy s force^ 
amounting to not less than 60,000 infantry, and a very heavyt 
body of cavalry was distinctly discerned. About five in the 
evening, the French piquets made an attack upon the Portuguese 
Ca^adores, who returned their fire with great steadiness and 
resolution, llie next morning, at dawn of day, the enemy made 
two desperate attacks upon the right and centre of the allied 
army. The French column on the right moved up the hill/ 
receiving the fire of the light troops, with great intrepidity, and 
had gained the summit, when it was charged, whilst deploying into 
line, by Colonel (the late Major- General) M ackinuon's brigade^ 
the 45th and SSth regiments, and the 9th Portuguese, directed: 
by Major-General Picton, supported on the right by parto£ 
Major-General (the late Sir James) Leith's' corps, and on the. 
lefit. by Major-General lightburne's brigade, and the Guards, 
which had moved to the right on the first indication of die 
enemy's intention. The enemy foiled m this attack, made 
another more to the right, where he was again repulsed at the 
pwit of the bayonet. This second attack was supported bj^ 
sofloe heavy artillery, but an ammunition tumbril having blown 
up, the French ceased their fire on this point. Finding their 
attack on the right unsuccessful, the enemy directed his principal, 
efforts against the. left of the centre, and in a charge made by 
the 43d and 52d regiments. General Simon was wounded and* 
taken. Brigadier-General Coleman's brigade of Portuguese: 
in&otry which was in reserve, moved up to support Brigadievir. 
General Craufurd in his charge, and a battalion of the 10A; 
Portuguese regiment, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel ppjUr:> 
^as, made a successful charge upon another body of the en^pny, 
which was endeavouring to penetrate in that quarter. Beside* 
these attacks, the light troops were engaged throughout the day 
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•f the ft^tb. On' thtf FoUowmg moitiog^ (he llglit infiEiiitry wcfe 
•gain (iaatisHjr aigaged on Ike left of the line. At mid-di^V' dor 
enemy^if oavalrj and 9everlil columns df infantry were obienred 
in motion on the road from Mortigao over the tnountainsy to- 
wards the Vouga. This movement leading Lord Wellington to 
conclude it was the intention of Marshal Massena to place his 
whole army on the Oporto road, and the position of Buaajo 
being actually turned oh the SQth, he recrossed the Mondego, 
-and continued to retreat to the position he had previously deter«t 
mined on, in front of Lisbon, with his right at Aihandra on the 
Tagus, passing by Torres Vedras, and his left on the sea. 

Marshal Massena having reconnoitred the strong line of de- 
fence taken up by Lord Wellington, remained inactive before 
the position until the 14th Novemberi with his right iipon 
Sobral de Montgare, bis left flank on the Tagus at Vilfai- 
Franca. On that evening he retired in two columns, the r^bt 
by the road of Alemquer to Alcoentre,, and his left by Vtta 
Nova, continuing his retreat to Santarem, where he halted asii 
took post. Lord Wellington, on the 15th, followed the mardi 
of the enemy, and, finding the position of Santarem remarkably 
strong, he desisted froni attacking it, and fixed his head-quartefi 
at Cartaico ; and Major-General HilFs division of the army crosseA 
die Tagus at Vallada, and was cantoned in the towns on the 
apposite bank. 

' The retreat of Marshal Massena to Santarem must be coa«« 
eidered as a tacit acknowledgment of the unexpected resistaiicf 
he met with, and also of Lord Wellington's abilities in frustm^ 
ting his original plans. Distressed by the want of provisiofi^ , 
and his foraging parties being continoally harassed by desiA* 
tory attacks. Marshal Massena retired from his position at SftB- 
tarem, and the neighbourhood, in the night of the 5th Mardiy' 
and was pursued by Lord Wellington on the followmg mofD- 
ing. It was now that the talents of die rival chiefs were to be\, 
tried in a series of most difficult operations, and both main- 
tained the high character their former services had earned. 

Lord Wellington havhfig detached a considerable part of his 
army under Marshal Beresford, contented himself with pressing 
upon and harassing the enemy's rear-guard during this memorable 
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retreat, which continued until the 8th April, on which day the 
Bvliole of the army of Portugal had passed the Aqueda, leaving 
^Jmeida to its fate. 

Lord Wellington now invested Almeida, to relieve which 
[>1ace Marshal Massenn collected the whole of his disposable 
Force in Castile and Leon, and crossed the Aqueda on the £d of 
&fay, without opposition. In consequence of this movement, 
the whole of the allied army in the north of Portugal was con- 
centrated betwixt the villages of Fuentes D'Onor, in Spain, 
and Villa Formosa, in Portugal, two leagues from Almeida, and 
four from Cuidad Rodrigo. In the course of the following 
day, the enemy, in number 40,000 infantry and 4,500 cavalry, 
arrived in the plains on the other side of Fuentes ; the light di- 
rision and the British cavalry gradually retiring before him as 
be advanced. On the same afternoon the enemy attacked the 
viBage of Fuentes D'Onor, with large bodies of troops, and 
the contest for this important place was maintained with great 
vigor oh both sides until night, %vhen the British kept possession. 
Hie village was several times taken and retaken, and nothing 
could equal the obstinacy of the combatants, but their bravery. 

At day-break, on the 5th, (the enemy having employed the 
preceding day in making a reconnoissance,) it was discovered* 
that he had moved the whole of his cavalry and the 8th corps, 
in two columns, on the opposite side of the Duas Casas to* 
Posobello, and that the 6th and 9th corps had also made a 
movement to their left. About six o'clock his manoeuvres 
seemed to indicate an attack on that point, and the cavalry, de- 
riving confidence from their numbers, advanced upon the Bri- 
tirii, which was their weak arm, and compelled them to give 
way ; but in retreating, the British cavalry repeatedly faced 
about, and made some successful charges upon the enemy. 

Meanwhile, the 7th division, which had been considerably:^* 
vanced on the plain near Posobello, retired in good order ; and ' 
M ajor-General (now Sir William) Houston was enabled to ex«; 
ecnte this retrograde movement, principally by the steadiness 
and gallantry of the two foreign corps in his division, the Duke 
of Brunswick Oels' infantry and the Chasseurs Brittanniques, 
who checked the advance of the French cavalry by several well- 
M. M. Cal. L G 
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directed voHies. The line was now formed with the 7ih divi- 
vision across the Turon^ in rear of the right of the first division^ 
the light division and cavalry being in reserve. Beyond^ on the 
ridge betwixt the Turon and Duas Casas rivers^ were the divi- 
sions of Major-Generals (the late Sir Thomas) Picton, A. Camp- 
bell) and Sir Wm. Erskine; the left of the whole was on Fort 
Conception, covering Almeida. In taking up this position. 
Lord Wellington abandoned one of the objects he had originallj 
in view, to keep up the communication across the Coa bj 
Sabugal, which was, however, found to be incompatible with 
the blockade of Almeida. 

The enemy's efforts on the right of the position, as now de« 
scribed, were confined to a cannonade, and some charges with 
their cavalry upon the advanced posts. The piquets of the 
first division repulsed one of these ; but as they were Mling 
back, they did not see the direction of another in sufficient time 
to form and oppose it ; in consequence. Lieutenant- Colonel 
Hill, commanding the piquet of the Guards, was taken, and 
several killed and wounded, before a detachment of British 
cavalry could be moved up to their support. The 2d battalion 
of the 42d regiment, commanded by Lord Blantyre, repulsed a 
charge of the cavalry directed against them. About the same 
time, the enemy pushed forward his light infantry upon the 
right, where they were met and repulsed by Colonel Guise, 
with the light companies of the Guards, and part of the 95th 
regiment under Captain O'Hara. The principal contest was in 
the village of Fuentes D'Onor, the possession of which was 
of the utmost importance to either army, and of this the Bri- 
tish General was well aware. In his attempts at this quarter, 
Marshal Massena sacrificed the choicest troops of the 9th 
corps, which formed his centre. Whenever the French ap- 
peared, the British retreated in admirable order, and under a 
continued fire, to the upper part of the village, where well- 
placed batteries destroyed whole ranks of ihe French columns, 
and forced them to flight. Colonel Cameron was mortally 
wounded at the head of, the JQth regiment in defending this 
village. The hostile armies itfaMfied jn front of each other on 
the two following days ; and in the afternoon of the 7th weife 
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employed in burying their dead. During this interval, parties 
were ocotinuaUy occupied in strengthening the position of the 
Sritisbj by throwing up field-works. 

On the 8th, the enemy collected the whole of his army, 
^th the exception of part of the second corps, which remamed 
opposite Almeida, in the woods near Oallegos, and on the 9tb, 
continued his retreat, covered by his numerous cavalry. On 
die 10th, the British broke up from their position, and while 
the light division, supported by the cavalry, advanced towardb 
the Aqueda, the rest of the army returned to cantonments, and 
the original investment of Almeida was resumed. 

Early in the morning of the lltb, the French garrison ef 
about 1000 men, which had been left in Almeida, finding that 
the attempt of Massena to relieve them had failed, blew up a 
part of the works of that fortress, and immediately marched out 
and attacked the piquets of a division of the British army 
which had formed the blockade, and forced their way throng 
them. Owing to the darkness of the night, they were enabled 
to march almost unobserved, and at first with little oppoation. 
Part of the garrison finally succeeded in crossing the Aqueda^ 
leaving behind them, 470, who were either killed, or wounded 
and made prisoners. 

Thus, after a series of brilliant operations, and with compa- 
ratively small loss, did Lord Wellington, for the third time, 
drive the French army before him, from Portugal ; an army 
which, according to Marshal M assena's proclamation, consisted of 
1 10,000 men when it entered Portugal, but after the battle of Fu- 
entes D'Onor was reduced to scarcely 40,000 effective soldiers^ 

In consequence of these victories, it was resolved, on the 26th 
of April, 1 8 1 1 , in the House of Commons, '< That the thanks of this 
House be given to Lieutenant-General Lord Viscount Welling- 
ton, for the consummate ability, fortitude, and perseverance dis- 
played by him in the command of the British and Portuguese 
forces, by which the kingdom of Portugal has been success- 
fuOy defended, and the most signal and important services ren- 
dered to his King and Country, 

** That this House doth highly approve of and acknowledge the 
eminent and meritorious serviees uniformly performed by the gene- 
ral officers, officers, non-commissioned officers, and soldiers of the 
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British army under the command of Lieutenant-General Lord 
Viscount Wellington, during the late arduous and memorable 
operations in Portugal , by which additional lustre has been re- 
flected on the reputation of the British arms. * > 

^^That this House doth highly acknowledge the zeal/ disci- 
pline, and intrepidity, so conspicuously displayed by the general 
officers, officers, non-conimissioned officers, and soldiers of the 
Portuguese army under the immediate command of Field- 
Marshal Sir William Beresford, which have essentially contri- 
buted to the successful result of the late military operations." 

A similar vote was passed in the House of Lords, and to 
which Lord Wellington made the following replies. 

'' My Lord, " Elvas, 25th May, 1811. 

** I have had the honor of receiving your Lordship's letter of 
the 29th of April, in which your Lordship, enclosed the resolu- 
tions of the House of Lords of the 26th of April, expressing 
the approbation of their Lordships of the conduct of the army 
under my command, during the late campaign in Portugal ; 
which I have communicated, accprding to their Lordships' de- 
sire, to the allied British and Portuguese army. 

" The approbation of the House of Lords must be highly 
gratifying to the general officers, and officers, by whose able 
assistance and support, and to the troops^ by whose good con- 
duct, discipline, and bravery (under Providence), the service haa 
been performed, which their Lordships have been pleased to 
distinguish in this manner ; and 1 request your Lordship to 
convey to the House of Lords the expression of my gratitude 
for the favour with which they have been pleased to view my 
endeavours to serve his Majesty, and for the high honor which 
their Lordships have conferred upon me. 

" I likewise request your . Lordship to accept my acknow- 
ledgments for the handsome terms in which your Lordship has 
conveyed to me the sentiments of the House of Lords. 

" I have, 8cc. 

(Signed) "Wellington. 

" The Right Honorable Lord Eldon, 
Lord High Ch|incelloo 8cc.'' 
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" Sir, ' " Elvas, May 25th, 1811. 

" I have had the honour of receivbg your letter of the 

^6th of April, in which you have enclosed the resolutions of the 
^ouse of Commons of that day, conveying the approbation of 
the House of the conduct of the army under my command 
in Portugal, during the late campaign, which I have communi- 
cated to the allied British and Portuguese army. 

" 'M attribute the result of the operations of which the House 
have been pleased to approve, (under Providence,) to the support 
and assistance which 1 have invariably received from the gene- 
ral and other officers, and to the good conduct, the discipline, and 
bravery of the troops ; and it must be highly gratifying to them 
to find that their services have been deemed worthy of that dis- 
tinction of which all are ambitious, the approbation of the 
House of Commons. 

'^ The favour with which the House of Commons have viewed 
my services, and the honor by which they have been pleased to 
distinguish them, have made an indelible impression upon 
me ; and 1 hope, by the continuance of my zealous endeavours to 
serve bis Majesty, according to the best of my judgment, to 
prove my gratitude to the House for their favours. I beg that 
you. Sir, will accept my acknowledgments for the handsome 
terms in which you have again conveyed to me the sense of the 
House of Commons. And I have, 8cc. 

(Signed) " Wellington. 

'' Right Honorable Charles Abbot, 
Speaker of the House of Commons." 

Previous to the commencement of Marshal Massena's retreat 
from Santarem, Marshals Soult and Mortier advanced from 
the Soiith of Spain, in order to form a combined operation with 
the army of Portugal. In pursuance of this object they attacked 
and defeated the Spanish army under General Mendizabel, and 
forthwith invested Badajos. Marshal Beresford, with the 2d 
division of the allied army, was directed to march to the relief of 
this city, and was reinforced with the 4th division under Major- 
General (now Sir Lowry) Cole, as soon as Lord Wellington was 
confirmed in his opinion that Marshal Massena's retreat was a 
decided one. Badajos, however,ivas surrendered by General Juaz 
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on the }Otb Mtficct^, although apprised that Marshal Bere»ferd 
WM mrching to his relief. On the 25th of the same months 
Marfhal Beresford advanced against Campo^Mayor^ and fouo<} 
^e enemy's corps^ consisting of four regiments of cavalry^ tbref 
battalions of ji^fautryi and some horse-artillery^ drawn up on the^ 
outside of the town. Two squadrons of the 13th dragoons, 
and two squadrons of Portugpese^ charged the French Cfiyahy, 
who were broke and pursued to B^dajos ; but the infantry ef- 
ffBcted their retreat in a so}id body, although with considerable 
lofif I and recovered 1.6 pieces of cannon, which had been taken 
by the allied cavalry. 

On the 7th May, Badajos was invested by Marshal Berefi- 
fbrd's army, in conjunction with a Spanish corps, commanded 
by Don Carlos D'Espagne. On the following day the batte- 
ries were opened against fort St. Christoval, and a very brisl( 
fire was returned by the garrison. Marshal Beresford, bnving 
received information on the ISth that Marshal Soult vi^as 9d> 
vancjng from Seville, sent a courier to Lord Wellington with 
diat intelligence, on receipt of which, the 3d and 7th divisione 
of infantry were ordered to his assistance, and his Lordship 
proceeded forthwith to Elvas, where he arrived on the IQtb' 
May. Meantime, however, the battle of Albuera was fought 
on the heights above the villagb of that name, and Marshal 
Soult was repulsed by the allied British and Portuguese armj 
under Marshal Beresford, and a corps of 10,000 Spaniards, 
commanded by Generals Blake and (^astanos. The superioi 
number of the enemy enabled him to make good his retreat tp» 
wards Seville, which he commenced on the morning of the }8tb, 
two days after the action. 

The siege of Badajos was now resumed, and on the 9d gf 
June batteries were re-opened against fort St. Christova), and 
the body of the place. A breach having been effected in fort 
St. Christoval, an attempt was made on the 6th June, to carry 
the work, and subsequently on the night of the 9th, both of 
which failed, and the besiegers retired with loss. By an inter- 
cepted dispatch, which Lord Wellington received on the 10th 
June^ the intention of the enemy to collect the whole of his 
disposable force in £itremadura» was ascertained; the siege o^ 
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Badajos was, therefore, converted into a blockade; and the ad- 
vance of Marshal Soult from Lerena, after he had been re-iu- 
forced bj a part of th^ corps of General Sebastiani and Marshal 
Victor, and the 9th corps under General Drouet, from Toledo, 
determined his Lordship to raise the siege of Badajos a second 
time, and to take up a position at Albuera; offering battle to 
Marshal Soult, before the junction of the armies of the north 
and south. Marshal Marmont's advanced guard arrived at Me* 
rida on the 17th June, and the combined army having re-crossed 
the Guadiana, took up a position near Elvas, with their advance 
at Campo-Mayor. In the beginning of July, Marshal Soult, 
leaving a strong garrison in Badajos, placed his army in canton- 
ments, having his head-quarters at Asugal, Marshal Marmont 
at Truxillo, and General Regnier in Merida. The allied army 
continued in the field until the latter end of the month, when 
Lord Wellington fixed his head-quarters in Portalegre. 

Marshal Marmont having crossed the Tagus, and established 
himself at Placentia, in the beginning of August, the main body 
of the British army made a parallel movement' by crossing the 
river at Villa Velha, and Lord Wellington fixed his head-quarters 
at Fuente Guinaldo, about two leagues from Cuidad Rodrigo. 
Part of the infantry was pushed forward on the Salamanca road, 
and all communication cut off betwixt that fortress and the ene- 
my. 'Lord Wellington, by taking up this positioi), compelled 
the enemy to assemble a very large force, for the purpose of 
throwing supplies into Cuidad Rodrigo, which object being 
accomplished, Marshal Marmont again withdrew behind tlie 
Aqueda, and Lord Wellington placed his army in winter-quar- 
ters. 

The local rank of General in Spain and Portugal was this 
year, 18l 1, conferred upon his Lordship by the British Govern- 
ment ; and the Prince Regent of Portugal created him Conde 
dc Vimiera — an honour which was approved of at home in th6 
following manner. 

'' Whitehall, October igth, 1811. 

" Hia Royal Highness the Prince Regent hath been graciously 
pleased, in the name and on the behalf of his Majesty, to grant 
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unto the Right Honorable Arthur Lord Viscount Wellington, 
one of his Majesty's most Honorable Privy Council, Kfiight Com- 
panion of the most Honorable Military Order of the Bath, 
Lieutenant-General in the army^ and General and Commander- 
in-chief of his Majesty's forces serving in Spain and Portugal, 
also Marshal-General in the army of his Royal Highness the 
Prince Regent of Portugal, &c. his Majesty's royal licence aud 
authority that he may accept the dignity and use the title of 
Cond6 de Vimeira^ together with all thje rights, privileges, and 
immunities thereunto annexed, and that he may also accept and 
wear the insignia of a Knight-grand-cross of the Royal Portu- 
guese Military Order of the Tower and Sword, which honours 
have been conferred upon the said Lord Viscoiuit Wellington 
by the Prince Regent of Portugal, in testimony of the high esti- 
mation in which his Royal Highness holds his distinguished and 
glorious services on various important occasions. And also to 
command, that the said Royal concession and declaration be 
registered, together with the relative documents, in his Majesty's 
College of arms." 

ITie winter had set in with particular severity, and Lord Wel- 
lington's investment of Cuidad Rodrigo was equally sudden and 
unexpected. His Lordship opened his batteries on the 10th 
January 1812, and carried the place by storm on the 19tb. 
Marshal Marmont had assembled the whole of his army at Sala- 
manca on the 22nd, for the purpose of relieving it^ intending to 
offer Lord Wellington battle on the £8th. The rapidity of his 
Lordship, however, completely disconcerted the plan of the 
French chief, who, on receiving the intelligence of Cuidad 
Rodrigo being taken, confessed it was beyond his comprehension. 
What greater eulogium could Lord Wellington receive than such 
a confession, from a French Marshal of acknowledged abilities 
and great military talents f 

To the thanks of Parliament on the capture of Cuidad 
Rodrigo, Lord Wellington thus replied. 

'^ My Lord, '' Fuente Guinaldo, April 29th, 1812. 

'' I have had the honor of receiving your Lordship's letter of 
the 1.5tb of February, in which you have enclosed the resolutions 
of the House of Lords of the lOdi February, expressing the ap- 
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probation of their Lordships of the conduct of the general offi- 
cers^ officers^ and troops under mj command, in the siege and 
assault of Cuidad Rodrigo. 

''1 have communicated. to .the general officers, officers, and 
troops, the honorable testimonies of tlie approbation of their 
Lordships, 

" I request your Lordshipto convey. to the House of Lords 
my acknowledgment. for the high honor which they have con- 
ferred upon me^ to assure their Lordships of my gratitude for 
their repeated favours, and of my desire to prove myself not 
unworthy of their Lordships' notice by. my continued exertions 
in his Majesty's service. 

^' I beg your Lordship will accept my thanks for the hand- 
some terms in which you have conveyed to me. the sense of. the 
House of Lords. I have, &c. 

(Signed) " Wellington, 

'* The Right Honorably Lord Eldon, 
Lord High Chancellor." 

" Sir, " Fuente Guinaldo, 29th April, 1812. 

" I have had the honor of receiving your letters of the 11th 
February, and 8th instant, in which you enclosed the unanimous 
votes of the House of Commons of the 10th February, and 8th 
of April, expressive of their approbation of the conduct of the 
general officers, officers, and troops under my command^ which 
were employed in the siege and assault of Cuidad Rodrigo. 

'^ In obedience to the orders of the House I have communi- 
cated to the general officers, officers, and troops, these honorable 
testimonies of their approbation ; and I beg that you will do me 
the favor to make my acknowledgments to the House for the 
notice which they have taken of my services, and to assure them 
of the sense which I entertain of the honor which they have confer- 
red upon me, and of my gratitude for their repeated favours. I 
request you to accept my thanks for the handsome terms in 
which you have conveyed to me the sense of the House. 

*' 1 have, &c. 
(Signed) *' Wellington. 

" The Right Honorable Charles Abbot, 
Speaker of the House of Conmions." 
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Loffd Wellington's attack upon the city of Badajos was cha- 
racterized by equal promptitude of roovementi as that on 
Cuidad Rodrigo^ and a disregard of the powerful obstacles 
which threatened to impede the execution of his designs : every 
arrangement was made under his personal superintendancd. 
On the l6th March^ Badajos was invested with the dd, 4tik, 
and light division of infantry on the left bank of the Guadiana; 
and a brigade of lieutenant-General (now Sir John) Hamilton's 
division observing fort St. Christovali on the right. On tb^ 
following day the troops broke ground, and established a parallel 
within two hundred yards of an outwork, called the Pioorina, . 
which embraced the whole of the south-east angle of the forty 
and looked into the place. The operations of the siege were 
continued, notwithstanding the badness of the weather, frooi 
the SOth to the 25th of March. On the latter day, Ijori 
Wellington opened his fire from 28 pieces of ordnance iQ 6 
batteries, and the same evening the outv^ork. La Picorina^ vras 
stormed and carried by Major-Oeneral (now Sir James) Kempt, 
after dark, in the most gallant manner. On the Slst of March 
the firing commenced from the second parallel, 6 pieces of 
cannon, in order to effect a breach in the south-east ansle of the 
fort called La Trinidad, and the flank of the bastion by whicli (hat 
face was defended, called Santa Maria. The fire was contioiifd 
during the 4th and 5th of April, against these points, and on die 
morning of the 4th, another battery of six guns was opened* Prac« 
ticable breaches were effected in the bastions above-mentioned on 
the evening of the 5th, but Lord Wellington having observed that 
the enemy had entrenched the bastion of La Trinidad, and that 
the most formidable preparations were making for the defence 
as well of the breach in that bastion, as that of the baistion 
of Santa Maria, determined to turn all the guns in the batteries 
of the second parallel on the curtain of La Trinidad, in hopes, 
that by effecting a third breach, the troops would be enabled 
to turn the enemy's works for the defence of the other two, tbe 
attack of which would besides be connected by the troops des- 
tined to assail the breach in the curtain. This breach was 
effected on the evening of the 6th, and the fire of the ftios of 
the bastion of Santa Maria, and of the flank of tbe bastisii <^ 
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I> Trioidtil beiog Dforcomey Lord Wellingtoir dttcramied oo 
«Q immediate assault of die fortress. 

The attadL was made at ten at night ; Laeutenant-Oeaeral 
Picton preceding by a few minutes dmt of the remainder of the 
Crocks. Majors-General Kempt led the attack : he was unfor- 
tunately wounded in crossing the Rivellas brook below the 
inundation; but notwith^anding this circumstance, and die 
most obstinate resistance, the castle was carried by escalade, 
and lieutenant-General Picton's division established in it by 
half-past eleven. Whilst this was going on. Major (now Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Sir James) Wilson of the 48th regiment carried 
the ravelin of St. Roque by the Gorge, with a detachment of 
9O0 men of the guards in the trenches, and with the assistance 
of Major Squire, of the engineers, established himself within 
that work. The 4th and light divisions moved to the attack, from 
the camp, along the left of the river Rivellas, and of the inun- 
dation. They were not perceived by the enemy till they reached 
the covered way, and the advanced guards of the two divisions 
descended without difficulty into the ditch, protected by the fire 
of the parties stationed on the glacis for that purpose ; and they 
advanced to the assault of the breaches, led by their gallant 
officer with the utmost intrepidity ; but such was the nature of 
the obstacles prepared at the top and behind the breaches, and 
so determined their resistance, that the British could not establish 
themselves within the place : these attempts were repeated till 
after midnight, with the loss of many brave officers and soldiers, 
when Lord Wellington, *finding that success was not to be at- 
tuned, and that Lieutenant-General Picton was established in 
the casde, ordered the 4th and light divisions to retire to the 
ground on which they had assembled for the attack. In the 
mean time Major-General Leith had pushed forward Major- 
General (now Sir George) Walker's brigade on the left, and 
made \ false attack upon the Pardeleras with the 8th Portuguese 
Cajadores under Major (now Lieutenant-Colonel Sir Dudley 
St. Leger) Hill. Major-General Walker forced the barrier on 
&e road of Olivenza, and entered the covered way on the left 
of ^ bastion of St. Vincente, close to the Guadiana : he there 
dncwM into the dildi, and escaladed the face of the l>asdofi. 
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Id consequence of this soccess^ all resistance ceased, and at 
day-light in the morning. General Phillippon, \vlro had retired 
to fort St. Christoval, surrendered, together with General 
Vellande, the staff, and the whole garrison. 

Thus fell the city of Badajos, by which the communication 
betwixt the French armies of the north and south was interrupted, 
and the fall of Valencia rendered of less moment. During the 
siege Marshal Marmont made an irruption into Portugal with 
a view of diverting Lord Wellington's attention, but- retired 
again on the advanced guard of the combined army crossing the 
Tagus at Villa Velha. 

The thanks of Parliament were again voted to his Lordship, 
whose answers were as follows. 






My Lord, '' Fuente Guinaldo, May 28th, 1814. ^ 

I received by the last post your Lordship's letter, in which 
you enclosed the unanimous resolutions of the House of Lords 
of the 27th of April last, conveying the approbation of their 
Lordships of the conduct of the general officers, officers, and 
troops under my command^ in the siege and assault of Badajos, 
which, in obedience to their Lordships' commands, I have com- 
municated to the army. 

'^ This fresh mark of the favor with which their Lordships are 
disposed, to view the services of the army under my command, 
has been received by me with gratitude proportionate to the 
sense I entertain of the yalue of their Lordships' approbation : 
and I request your Lordship to convey my thanks to the House 
for the honor which they have conferred upon us. I am highly 
sensible of the value of your Lordship's friendship and kindness, 
and beg you to accept my thanks for the handsome terms in 
which you have conveyed the sense of the House of Lords. 

" I have, &c. 

(Signed) " Wellington. 

" The Right Honorable Lord Hdon, 
Lord High Chancellor." 

" Sir, « Fuente Guinaldo, May 28th, 1812. 

" I have communicated to the general officers, officers, an 
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troops under my command^ the unanimous resolutions of the 
House of Commons of the 27th of April kst^ conveying the 
approbation of the House of their conduct in the siege and 
assault of Badajos^ which you transmitted in ypur letter of the 
27 th of April. 

• ^^ I beg leave through you to assure the House of the sense 
which I entertain of the value of their approbation^ and of my 
earnest desire to prove my gratitude for the repeated marks 
which I have received of the favor with which the House of 
Commons has viewed the services of the army under my com- 
mand. 

^^ I beg you^ Sir^ likewise^ to be assured that I am duly im« 
pressed with a sense of the kindness manifested by you in the mode 
of conveying to me the sentiments of the House of Commons. 

, " I have, &c. 

(Signed) " Wellington. 

" The Right Honorable CJiarks Abbot, 
Speaker of the House of Commons.^' 

The enemy having fortified the important post of Almarez 
on the Tagus, and there established a depdt. Lord Wellington 
directed Lieiitenant-General Hill to destroy their forts, which 
he accomplished with his usual ability, and at a very trifling 
loss. The destruction of this post was necessary for the attain- 
ment of any ulterior designs Lord Wellington might have in 
view in the north of Spain, the communications with the 
French armies being now confined to the very circuitous route 
through Madrid. 

On the 17th of June, Lord Wellington, with the main body 
of the combined army crossed the Tormes at Salamanca, 
which the enemy abandoned, leaving a garrison of 1000 men 
in the fort, on the. brink of the river, and commanding the 
bridge. It was very difficult of access, on account of the 
narrow streets by which it was approached ; the enemy had 
employed two years in its construction, and considered it so 
strong, that, on their departure, a vast quantity of stores were 
deposited therein. 

On th^ 23d Major-General (now Ueutenant-General Sir 
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Hinry) GlkHotk, who commanded tbe 6tb dititioti> direcled an 
altick to.be midd upon the fort with 300 meH^ who w«M 
revised with tbe loan of 140 in killed and wounded : imoof 
the former was Major-General Bowes^ who commanded tfat 
storming party, and behaved in tbe most gallant manner. Tbb 
attack having failed, Lord Wellington opened a battery of red- 
hot sliot on the evening of the 2dth, and continued his fire 
until 10 P.M. Next morning the firing re-commenced^ and 
about noon the fort surrendered. 

Marshal Marmont^ having been defeated in his object of 
relieving the garrison in Salamanca, by the skilful manosovsei 
of his Lordship, withdrew his army behind tbe Douro^ followed 
by the combined forces, and destroyed the bridge. A connder- 
ble body of the enemy passed tbe Douro at Toro, on tbe even* 
ing of the l6th of July, which Lord Wellington was unable to 
prevent, as the French possessed all the bridges over that river, 
and many of the fords. These troops re-crossed the river at 
Toro, on the same night, when the whole army moved to Tor* 
desillas, and again crossed the Douro on the morning of the 
17th ; in the course of which day. Marshal Marmont assembled 
the whole of his force a€ Nava del Rey. 

At dawn of day, on the 18th, tbe en^nny attacked the 4 A 
and light divisions of infantry and Major-General George An- 
son's brigade of cavalry at Castrejon, under the orders of Lieuk 
tenant-General Sir S. Cotton, (now Lord Combennere,) whpo 
maintained his post without suffering any loss, until the 5th dif i" 
sion of infantry, and Major-General Le Marchant's, Majors 
General Victor Baron Alten's, and Major-General Bock'a^ 
brigades of cavalry, whom Lord Wellington had sent forward 
to protect Sir S. Cotton's retreat and junction with the mam 
body, arrived to his supjk)rt. llie troops then retired in sid- 
mirable order to Tordesillas de la Orden, with the enemj^a 
whole army on their flank or in their rear ; and thence to Goa^ 
rena, which river they passed under the same circumstance^^' 
and effected their junction with the army. 

The enemy having followed Sir S. Cotton across the Guarena^ 
manifested an intention of pressing upon the left at the com^' 
bined army, which obj^t Lord Wellington perceived and 
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defeated^ by directing Lieutenant-General Cole to attack tli« 
enemy's infiintry, . who were supporting their cavalry. Lieuten* 
ant-General Cole immediately attacked, and defeated them 
with the 27th and 40th regiments, which advanced to the charge 
with bayonets, Colonel Stubb's Portuguese brigade supporting, 
and the enemy gave way : many were killed and wounded ; and 
Major-General Alten's brigade of cavalry having pursued the 
fugitives, 240 prisoners were taken. 

The enemy's object was to cut off Lord Wellington's com- 
munication with Cuidad Rodrigo, and Salamanca, and bis 
manoeuvres for that purpose were answered by a correspondent 
movement of the combined army, until the 21st, when his 
Lordship concentrated Us whole force on the left bank of tbe 
river Tormea* On the following morning the British General 
placed bis troops in a position of which the right was upon one 
of the two heights called the Dos Arapiles, and the left ou the 
Tormes, below the ford of Santa Martha. In the course of 
the night of the 21st, Lord Wellington received intelligence 
that General Chauvel had arrived at Polios with the cavah^ and 
horse-artillery of the army of the north, to join Marshal Marmont^ 
which junction his Lordship was aware would be effected on 
the 22d or 2Sd at the latest. 

After a variety of evolutions and movements, the titMbf 
appeared to have determined upon his plan of attack, about two 
in the afternoon of the 22d ; and under cover of a heavy cannofh 
ade, which, however, did but very little damage, he extended 
his left, and moved forward,, apparently with an intention to 
embrace, by this position of his troops, and by his fire, the poi^ 
of the allied army on the Arapiles ; and from thence, to break 
and attack the line, or, at all events, to render difficult any 
movement of the British to their right. Lord Wellington fore^ 
saw the enemy's designs, and, at the same time, found a favorable" 
opportunity of attacking him. The right was therefore, r^s^ 
forced with the 5th division, which was placed behind the villi^ 
of Arapiles, on the right of the 4th division, with the 6th and 7db 
divisions in reserve ; and as soon as these troops had taken their 
station, Major-General Pakenham (since killed) moved witb 
the dd divisicgi supported by a body of cavalry to cum the 
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enemj^*8 left on the heights^ while Brigadier-General (now Sir 
Thomas) Bradford's brigade, the 5 th division under Lieutenant- 
General Leitb, with the 4th division under General Cole^ and 
the cavalry under LieutenJEint-General Sir S. Cotton, attacked 
the enemy in front, supported by the 6th division under Major- 
General Henry Clinton, the 7th division under Major-General 
John Hope, and Don Carlos D'Espagne's Spanish division, and 
Brigadier-General Pack supported the left of the 4th division 
by attacking that post on the Dos Arapiles, which the enemy 
held. The 1st and light division occupied the ground on the 
>left, and were in reserve. 

These were the dispositions made by the British commander 
for the attack of the enemy's left, and which completely suc- 
ceeded. One division of the enemy's infantry however, made a 
stand against the 4th division and obliged it to give way, but the 
6th division under Major-General Henry Clinton, being ordered 
up by Marshal Beresford, who, about the same time, received a 
severe wound, the scales were turned, and the combined army 
obtained a most decisive victory. The rest of the action, both 
during that day and on the 23d, was more a pursuit than a fight; 
wherein, nevertheless. General Bock's brigade of heavy cavalry 
distinguished itself by a gallant attack on the enemy's rear guard, 
making about 1700 prisoners. 

The loss of the enemy on the field of battle, was 5,000 killed, 
among whom were many of rank ; one General, three Colonels, 
three Lieutenant-Colonels, 130 officers of inferior rank, and 
between 6 and 7000 prisoners, on the day of the action. Mar- 
shal Marniont lost his right arm, four general officers were 
killed^ and several wounded. The other trophies of victory 
were, eleven pieces of cannon, two eagles, and six colours. 
The loss of the British was 449 killed, 3,011 wounded, 101 
missing; that of the Portuguese, 379, killed, 1,741 wounded, and 
208 missing: making a total of 5882. 

Of the small share the Spaniards had in this action, fought on 
their ground, and for their cause, a judgment may be formed 
from their return of loss, consisting of two killed and four 
wounded. 

The victorious army continued its march after the enemyy part 
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of which crossed the Douro at Puente de Douro on the 27th, 
and the remainder proceeded to the hridge of Tudela over that 
river. Joseph Buonaparte, who had left Madrid on the 21st, 
with the army of the centre, directing his march by the £scurial 
upon Alba de Tormes, on hearing, on the 25tfa, of Marshal 
M armont*s defeat, retreated towards Segovia. 

Nothing, therefore, could be more tinoely than ' the battle 
of Salamanca,/as Uie delay of a very few days would have ma- 
terially strengthened the British. army. During the 28th and 
29th, the rear guard of the fugitives maintained itself in some 
strengtli on the left bank of the Douro ; but on the approach 
of the light divisions and cavalry of the pursuers, it crossed the 
river, and followed the motions of the main body, abandoning 
Valladolid, in which they left seventeen pieces of cannon, much 
ammunition, and their hospital with about 800 sick and wounded. 
Parties, of the allied army entered that city on the 30th, where 
they were received with enthusiastic joy. The central French 
army, in the mean time, bad arrived at Segovia, with the ap- 
parent intention of making a junction with Marshal Marmout's 
corps on the upper Douro. To prevent this. Lord Wellington 
moved on the Ist of August to Cuellar. On the same day, Jo- 
seph Buonaparte retired from Segovia, atid marched through the 
pass of Guadarama, leaving an advanced guard of cavalry: he 
destroyed the cannon and ammunition which were in the castle ; 
carried off the church plate, and other valuable property, and 
levied a contribution on the inhabitants. 

The thanks of both Houses of Parliament were voted on 
this occasion in the following words. " That the thanks of 
this House be given to General'the Marquess of Wellington for 
tlie many and great services which he has rendered to this king^ 
doro, and to His Majest/s allies, during the late campaign, 
and more particularly for the glorious and decisive victory ob^ 
tained near Salamanca by the allied army under his Lordship's 
command, upon the 22d of July last, whereby the French 
power in Spain has been essentially diminished, the siege of 
Cadiz has been raised, and the southern provinces have been 
rescued from the hands of the enemy.'' 

Lord Wellington^ finding that Marshal Marmont's beaten 
R. M. Cat. I. H 
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army cantinaed it» retreat upon Burgoi, in a state iiot likely to 
take the field for some time, determined either to bring Joseph 
Buonaparte to an action, or compel him to quit the capital. 
On the 6th of August he moved from Cuellar^ reached Segovia 
on the 7th| and halted the following day at St. ildofonso. The 
advanced cavalry, after passing the Guadarama^ moved forward 
on the 11th, and driving in the French cavalry, about 2flO0 in 
number, established itself at Majalafaonda, under Brigadier- 
General (now Sir Benjamin) D'Urban. The enemy's cavalry 
returned in the afternoon, when the Brigadier General havti^ 
formed the Portuguese cavalry, supported by the horse-attillery, 
ordered a charge upon the leading squadrons of the French. 
The valor of the Portuguese, notwithstanding the exertions of 
their officers, gave way, and they turned about before thejr 
reached the enemy. They fled through the village of Majala- 
honda to a body of dragoons of the King's German LegioQ, 
leaving unprotected some guns, which fell into the handa of 
their pursuers. The <3lerman cavalry bravely made a chai^e> 
and stopped the French, who, upoii the advance of other troops^ 
finally retreated ; but considerable loss WM incurred in this un? 
fortunate affair. 

The army moved forward, and on the 12th two of its divi^ 
visions entered Madrid, where they were received with great 
joy. Joseph Buonaparte had retired with the army of the centre 
by the Toledo road, leaving a garrison iu Fort Ia China, in Ae 
palace of La Retiro. On the evening of the 13th, La Retiro 
was invested, and preparations were made for attacking the 
works in the morning, when the commandant of La China sent 
an offer of capitulation^ The honors of war were granted him 
upon surrendering the whole garrison and all the persons in the 
fort prisoners, with all its magazines and artillery. ThetotaV 
number of prisoners, of all descriptions, amounted to 2,500; o£ 
brass ordnance 189 pieces were found, with a great quantity of 
ammunition, stores, provision, aild clothing. 

Lord VVellington quitted Madrid on the 1st «f Septembers, 
having previously ordered his troops to be collected at^^evalo : 
from that place the arihy moved on the 4th, and on the 6th 
crossed the Douro. It advanced into Valladolid, the enemv re- 
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treating before it on the Puiserga^ whibh river they crossecl. 
His Lordship continued following the enemy^ iivho were re- 
treating upon Burgos ; and on the l6tb he was jobed by three 
divisions of infantry and a small body of <^avalry of the Galliciao 
army, uhder Greneral CastanoS. On the 17th the enemy were 
driven to the heights^ close to Burgos, through which city diey 
retired in the night, leaving behind them some stores and a 
quantity of provision. A considerable garrison was placed in 
the castle of Burgos, wUich commands the passage of the riter, 
and retarded tlie crossing of the allied army till the 19th. The 
French had also fortified with a horn-work the hill of St. Mi- 
chael, 303 yards from the castle, and commanding some of its 
workd. The possessidn of this hill was a necessary preliminary 
to an attack on the castle : its outworks were, therefore, imme- 
dis(tely occupied by tlie allied troops, and as soon as it was 
dark, an assault was made on the homwork, which was carried, 
but not without considerable loss. Od the night of the ££d, 
Lord Wellington directed that an attempt should be made to 
storm the exterior line of the enemy's works : the attack was to 
have been made by detachments of the Portuguese, who occu«» 
pied the town of Burgos, and invested the castle on the south- 
west side^ while a detachment of English, under Major Lawrie, 
should scale the wall in front. The Portuguese, unfortunately, 
were not able to overcome the opposition they met with, and 
the escalade could not take plaee : the loss on this failure was 
severe. 

The French army was now about Pancorbo and Miranda on 
die Ebro, with their tidVanced post at Breviesca. A mine, 
U'hich hftd been laid under the exterior line of the castle, ex- 
ploded on th^ night of the 29th, and made a breach m the waH', 
whi^ih a party of the assaiknts immediately attempted to storm, 
but the darkness causii^ the detachment which was meant to' 
support them, to miss its way, they were driven off. The su- 
periority of the enemy's fire afterwatrds prevented the consecu- 
tion of batteries for widening the breach. A second mine, 
howevei*, being sprting on the 4th of October, another breach 
was mlidie, which was immediately stormed with Success, and the 
•Hied troops establisbed ftems<3v«l within die exterior line* 
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The French were still upon the Ebro, and made no effort to 
disturb the besiegers. The garrison made sorties, on the 6th 
and J 0th, and considerably injured the works of the allies : the 
besiegers, however, effected a breach in the interior line, and 
lodged some troops close to it. Things continued nearly in the 
same stale till the 18th, when Lord Wellington having received 
a supply of ammunition, and completed another mine, deter- 
mined upon storming the breach in the second line, as soon at 
that should explode. The attempt was made with great gallan- 
try/but the fire of the enemy directed to the spot was so pow- 
erful, that the assailants were obliged to retire with considerable 
loss. The hopes of final success liow diminished, especially as 
the French army began to make demonstrations of a serious 
design to raise the siege. The army of Portugal had been rein- 
forced by fresh troops from France, aud by all the disposable 
part of the army of the north, and was now in formidable 
strength. On the 13th they had made a reconnoissance of the 
allied outposts of Monasterio ; and on the 16th they had made 
an attack in force, and gained possession of the heights com- 
manding that town, where' the outposts had been obliged to 
reth-e. They afterwards attempted to drive in other outposts, 
but for the time were repulsed. Lieutenant-General Hill, who 
was between Aranjuez and Toledo, now sent intelligence of the 
enemy's intentions/ on his side^ to move towards the Tagus ; and 
it was become necessary for Lord Wellington to be near him, 
that their two arnues might not be insulated, and rendered in- 
capable of communication. His Lordship, therefore, on the 
night of the 20th broke up the siege, and moved his whole army 
back to the Douro. On the 22d the enemy followed, and af- 
terwards pressed close oii the rear of the British, making at- 
tacks with their cavalry aud light. troops wherever they had an 
opportunity, in which considerable losses were sustained. On 
the 24th tlie army took up its ground on the Carrion, and on the 
26lh reached Cabegon, where it crossed the Pisuerga. The 
enemy having found means to pass that river, Lord Wellington 
broke up from Cabtgon, and crossed tbe Douro on the £9th. 
Finding the French were in full nttrch to Tordesilias, he 
marched again on the 30tb, and posted his army upon the heights 
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between Rueda and that town, opposite to the bridge. He 
continued in that position on the 3d of November, the enemy 
having made no attempt to cross the Douro, along which river 
their army was extended from Toro to Valladolid. The allied 
troops were withdrawn from Madrid, having first destroyed the 
fort of La China, and all the stores and guns it contained, which 
bad not been carried away; a body of the enemy entered that 
capital on the 1st of November* Lieutenant-General Hill, who 
had retired from the Tagus, and taken post on the Tacama, was 
directed to quit that position and march northwards, and in the 
beginning of November he arrived unmolested on the Adaja. 
The bridge of Toro having been repaired sooner than Lord 
Wellington had ezpected,«fae directed Lieutenant-General Hill 
to continue his march upon Alba de Tormes ; and on the 6th of 
November, he himself broke up from his position before Torde- 
sillas, and proceeded for the heights of St. Christoval, in front of 
Salamanca. On the 8th he took his position on the heights, 
and upon the same day Lieutenant-General Hill occupied the 
town and castle of Alba, posting troops on the Tormes to 
defend them. On the 10th the enemy attacked the troops in 
Alba, with a considerable body of infantry and 20 pieces of 
cannon : but finding they made no impression, they withdrew at 
night. On the 14th the enemy having crossed the Tormes in 
force, Lord Wellington broke up from St. Christoval, and moved 
with an intention to attack them; but finding them too strongly 
posted, he withdrew all the troops from the neighbourhood o£ 
Alba to the Arapiles, or heights near Salamanca. Finding on 
the lath that the enemy were strengthening their positions, and 
pushing on bodies to interrupt the communications of the aljied: 
army with Ciudad Rodrigo, his Lordship determined to mov^ 
upon that place, which he reached on the 19th, followed by a 
large body of. the enemy, which, however, did not press upon, 
his rear. Some loss was sustained from a cannonade in passing 
anver, and Lieutenant-General Sir Edward Paget was taken 
prisoner as lie was riding alone through a wood. Lord Welling- 
ton had reason to believe, that the whole of the enemy's dispo- 
sable force was upon the Tormes, iq the middle of thb month ; 
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und he computed them at 80 or 90,000 men, with £00 pieces 
of caonon. On the £4th of November the betd-quarterf of the 
alliet were again at Freynada, on the Portuguese frontier, and 
the greater part of the enemy's forces bad recfossed the Tonnes^ 
and were marching towards the Douro. Lieutenant-Genera) 
Hill had withdrawn southwards to Coria, in Estremadura. 

Thus terminated the campaign of 1812 :i — the conduct of the 
British General obtained universal applause and admiration 
from his countrymen, and vras repaid with more honors ind 
rewards than have been bestowed on any British General «iBce 
the time of Marlborough. In the course of the year (l&th 
i^pgust) he added to his former titles those of £arl and Marquesii, 
and received from Parliament the most substantial proofs of the 
nation's gratitude, in a grant of 100,000/. to be laid out in land. 

To the thanks of Parliament, voted to his Lordnhip at the 
ooncluaion of this campaign, we shall i^cord the following 
replies. 

" My Lord, '* Freynada, March 22nd, 1813. 

^' I have had the hobor of receiving your Lordship's letters of 
the 5th of December and 5th of February last, in which your 
Lordship enclosed the resolutions of the House of Lords, expiess- 
ing the Approbation of their Lordships of the conduct of the 
general officers, officers, and troops under my command, in the 
service of Portugal, as well as in his Majesty's service, during tbe 
late campaign in the Peninsula, but more particularly in the 
battle of Salamanca. 

'' I have had the satisfaction of communicating to those con* 
cemed, this honorable testimony of their good conduct, and 
reward of their service! ; and I request your Lordship to convey 
to the House my grateful acknowledgments for the fevor witli 
which they have viewed my conduct, and the high honor wUdi 
they have conferred upon me by their approbation; 

*^ I likewise request your Lordship to accept my thanks, fer 
the handsome terms in which you have conveyed to me the sense 
•f the House of Lords. I have, &c. 

(Signed) '* Weminotion* 

*' Right Honorable Lord Elden, • 

Lord High Chancdlor." 
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" Sir, <' Freynada, fi2nd March, 1813. 

*^ 1 have had the honor of receiving your letters of the 4th of 
December and 4th of February last, in which you enclosed the 
resolutions of the House of Commons, conveying the approba- 
tion of the House of the conduct of the general officers, officers, 
and troops under my command, Portuguese as well as his Ma- 
jesty's subjects, during the late campaign in the Peninsula, and 
particularly in the battle of Salamanca, which I have had the 
satisfaction of communicating to those concerned. 

'^ I beg you will do me the favor to make my acknowledg- 
ments to the House, for the favor with which they have again 
viewed my conduct in my endeavours to serve his Majesty and 
his allies, and tor die honor which they have conferred upon me 
by their approbation. 

^' I beg likewise that you will accept my most grateful thanks 
for the handsome terms in which you have cohiveyed to me the 
thanks of the House. '' 1 have, See. 

(Signed) '* Wellington. 

'^ The Right Honorable Charles Abbot, 
Speaker of the House of Commons.'^ 

When Lord Wellington went into winter cantonments, after 
retreating from Burgos, he found it necessary to issue the. fol- 
lowing general orders. They contain a severe implication upon 
the subaltern officers, for the bad discipline maintained in the 
army; and are here recorded as an important document in the 
history of his Lordship. 

" Sir, 
'* I have ordered the firmy into cantonments, m which 
1 hope that circumstances will enable me to keep them for 
aome time, during which the troops will receive their clothing, 
necessaries, &c. which are already in progress, by diflferent 
lines of communication, to the several divisions and brigades. 
But besides these objects, I must draw your attention, in a very 
particular manner, to the state of discipline of the troops. The 
&cipline of every army after a long and active campaign, be- 
comes in some degree relaxed, and requires the utmost attention 
on the part of the general and other officers, to bring it back to 
the state in which it ought to be for service; but I am concerned 
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to have to observe, that the army under tny command has fallen 
off, in this respect, in the late campaign, to a greater degree 
than any army wiih which I have ever served, or of which I ever 
read. Yet this army has met with no disaster ; it has suffered 
no privations^ which but trifling attention on the part of the offi- 
cers could not have prevented, and for which there existed no 
reason whatever in the nature of the service; nor has it suffered 
any hardships, excepting those resulting from the necessity of 
being exposed to the inclemencies of the weather, at a moment 
when they were most severe. It must be obvious, however, to 
every officer, that from the moment the troops commenced their 
retreat from the neighbourhood of Burgos on the one hand^ and 
from Madrid on the other, the officers lost all command oyer 
the men. Irregularities and outrages of all descriptions were 
committed with impunity, and losses have been sustained which 
ought never to have occurred. Yet the necessity for retreat 
existing, none was ever made in which the troops made such 
short marches ; none on which they made such long and repeated 
halts ; and none in which the retreating armies were so little' 
pressed on their rear by the enemy. We must look, therefore, for 
the existing evils, and for the situation in whicKwe now find the 
army, to some causes besides those resulting from the operations 
in which we have been engaged. I have no hesitation in attri^ 
buting those evils to the habitual inattention of the officers of 
regiments to their duty, as prescribed by the standing regulations 
of the service, and by the orders of this army. I am far from 
questioning the zeal, still less the gallantry and spirit of the offi- 
cers of the army ; and 1 am quite certain that as their niinds can 
be convinced of the necessity of minute and constant attention 
to understand, recollect, and carry into execution the orders, 
which have been issued for the performance of their dutjv. 
and that the strict performance of this duty is necessary to 
enable the army to- serve the country as it ought to be. 
served, they will, in future, give their attention to these poinlsw. 
Unfortunately, the inexperience of the officers of the army, h^a . . 
induced many to conceive, that the period during which an anny . 
is not on service, is one of relaxation from all rule ; instead of. 
being, as it is, the period during which, of all.others, every rule , 

for the regulation and control of the conduct of the soldiers; for 

... # » • 
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the inspection and care of his arms^ ammunition, accoutrements, 
necessaries, and field equipments, and his horse and horse 
appointments; for the receipt and issue and care of his provi* 
sions; and the regulation of all that belongs to his food, and the 
forage for his horse,' must be strictly attended to, by the officers 
of his company or troop, if it is intended that an army, a Bri- 
tish army in particular, shall be brought into the field of battle 
in a state of efficiency to meet the enemy on the day of trial. 
These are the points, then, to which I most earnestly intreat you 
to turn your attention, and. the attention of the officers of the 
regiments under your command, Portuguese a*^ well as £nglish, 
during the period in which it may be in my power to leave the 
troops in their cantonments. The commanding officers of 
regiments must enforce the orders of the army, regarding the 
constant inspection and superin tendance of the officers over the 
conduct of the men of their companies, in their cantonments; and 
they must endeavour to inspire the non-cominissioned officers 
with a sense of their situation and authority ; and ' the non-com- 
missioned officers must be forced to do their duty, by being con- 
stantly under the view and superintendance of the officers. By 
these means the frequent and discreditable recourse to the autho* 
rity of the Provost, and to punishments by the sentence of courti- 
martial, will be prevented; and the soldiers wiH not dare to com- 
mit the offences and outrages, of which there are too many com- 
plamts, when they know that their officers and their non-comniis- 
sioned officers have their eyes and their attention turned towards 

them. 

" The commanding officers of regiments must likewise eo- 
force the orders of the army, regarding the constant real inspec- 
tion of the soldiers' arms, ammunition, accoutrements, and ne- 
cessaries; in order to prevent, at alt times, the shameful waste 
of ammunition, and the sale of that article, and of the soldiers' 
necessaries. With this view, both should be inspected daily. 
In regard to the food of soldiers, 1 have frequently observed aiid 
lamented, in the late campaign, the ifacility and celerity widi 
which the French soldiers cooked, in comparison with our army. 
The cause of this disadvantage is the same with that of every 
other description-- the want of attention of the officers to the 
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orders of the army, and to the conduct of their men ; and their 
eontequent want of authority over their conduct. Certain men 
of each company should be appointed to cut and bring in wood, 
others to fetch water, and others to get the meat, &c. to be 
cooked; and it would soon be founds if this practice was daily 
enforced, and a particular hour for seeing the dinner, and for 
the men dining, named, as it ought to be, equally as for the pa- 
rade, that cooking would no longer require the inconvenient 
length of time it has lately been found to take, and that the sol- 
diers would not be exposed to the privation of their food, at the 
monkent at which the army may be engaged in operations with 
the enemy* You will of course give your attention to tha Celd 
exercise and discipline of the troops: it is very desirable that the 
soidicTs should not lose tbe habit of marching; and die division 
should march tfn or twelve miles twice in each week, if the 
weather should permit, and the roads in the neighbourhood of 
tilt cantonments of the divisions should be dry^ But I repeal 
that the great object of the attention of the general and field 
officers must be, to get the captains and subalterns of the regK 
ments to understand, and to perform the duties required £rom 
them, as the only mode by which the discipline and efficiency 
of the army can be restored and mainiained during the next' 
campaign. '^ I have, &c. 

** Wellington." 
The opening of the campai^ of 1815^ was delayed by the 
British General from the necessity of waiting the recovery of 
the numerous sick, and reinforcements from England, till May^ 
on the £6th of which month die Marqness of Wellington arrived 
at Salamanca. The war in Germany had obliged the French 
to withdraw considerable bodies of their veterans from Span, 
and whose places were but ill supplied by conscripts. Th«- 
British continued to advance by Zamora to Toro ; beyond wbkjs 
latter place, on June 2d, the advanced guard of IbigUsh^hussara* 
fell in with a considerable body of the enemyls cavalry, which 
they overdirew. On the 7th the Marquess crossed the Garrioi^ 
and on the three subsequent days followed the enemy acrote 
the Pisuergo : on the 12di he moved forward his right, under- 
Lieutenant-Gmeral HiU, to reconnoitre tho^enenqr's position- 
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and numbers near Burgos. They were found strongly postdtf 
on the heights; but their right being turned by the allied aroay; 
and their left threatened^ they began a retreat across the Aiian«^ 
ton, which they conducted in such order as to sustain little loss.' 
In the night they retired with their whole force through Burgos, 
having destroyed^ as far as they were able, the defences of the 
castle, and marched towards the Ebro, on the road to Miranda.^ 
On the 14th and 15th the Marquess crossed tlie £bro with hb 
«rmy, and continued his march towards Vittoria. 

On the night of the 19th of June, the French army, com-* 
ihanded by Joseph Buonaparte, having Marshal Jourdan as his 
>Iajor-General, and consisting of the whole of the armies of Aiff 
south and centre, of fotii* divisions and all the cavalry of ihe 
army of Portugal, and sotne troops of the army of the north; 
took up a position in the front of Vittoria; its left resting oof 
the heights which terminate at Puebla d'Arlanson, and extend*' 
iug from thence across the valley of Zadorai its centre occupying 
a height which commanded the valley of Zadora, and its rights 
stationed near Vittoria, for the purpose of defending the passages 
of the river Zadora, near that city. - 

Lord Wellington halted the allied army on the SOth, in^ older 
to close up its columns ; and on that day his Lol-dship recon^ 
noitred the enemy's position, preparatory to an attack on tbe^ 
morrow. 

The operations commenoed witb the occupation of the eae* 
niy's post on the heights of La Puebla, by Sir Rowland H3I, 
who first detached a Spanish brigade under General Moriilo 
on this service. The enemy, aware of the importance of tkk 
past, sent strong reinforcements for maintaining it ; and on the 
other hand^ successive detachments of British troops were oi» 
dered to the attack, and a seveire contest took place at this pointy 
which ended in the possession of the heights by the allies*^ 
Under cover of this position. Sir Rowlimd Hill passed the Z»» 
dora, and the defile beyond it, and gained possession of avillege 
Uk front of the enemy's line. The difficulties of the country 
retarded for some time the advaiu:e of the otiier columns to their 
stations ;. they, however^ at lengdi crossed the Zadora at differ-^ 
tnt pwatBy wad the divisions fomuBg die^:entre ot the allies 
moved to the attack of the heights in the enemy's centre. The 
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lioeofthe latter, however, had been so much weakened by thede^ 
tichments sent to strengthen the post in the h'dls, that he abandoned 
bis position as soon as he saw the disposition for attacking it^ and 
commenced his retreat in good order to Vittoria. The allies 
continued to advance over the broken ground, keeping admira-i 
ble order ; and in the mean time Sir T. Graham, now Lord Lyoe- 
dock, commanding the left wing, moved on Vittoria, by the 
high road from Bilboa. A part of his troops turned the ene- 
my's right, and gained some strong heights covering the village 
of Gamart-a Major. This village was carried by storm at 
tbe bayonet's point, under a heavy fire of artillery and musketry, 
and every elBfort of the enemy to recover it was repulsed. Ano- 
ther village was also carried ;- and the possession of these villa* 
ges intercepted the enemy's retreat by the high road to France, 
and obliged them to take that of Pamplona. Still they had two 
divisions in reserve on the heights to the left of the Zadora, and 
it was impossible to cross by the bridges, till the troops from the 
centre and left had driven the enemy from Vittoria : this was 
effected, and the pursuit, in which all joined, was continued till 
after it was dark. The retreat of the enemy was so rapid, that 
they were unable to draw, off their b^gage and- artillery : the 
whole of which, therefore, fell into the hands of. Lord Welling 
ton. 

His Lordship in his dispatches spoke with high encomium of 
the conduct of all parts of the allied army, but, with his usual 
modesty and candor, gave no estimate of the loss of the enemyj 
which was severe, and only stated, that: there were taken from 
them 1 5 1 pieces of cannon, 415 waggons of ammunition, all their 
b^ggsige, provisions, cattle, and treasure, and a considerable 
number of prisoners. Among ^ the trophies was the b&ton of 
Marshal Jourdan. The loss of the allies was 700 killed, aad 
4,000 wounded,^ of whom the greatest share were British. 
-. The Prince Regent, immediately upon receiving the official 
account of the Battle of Vittoria, wrote the following gratifyii^ 
letter to the illustrious.conqueror. . ,• 

'' My dear Lord, " Carlton House, 3d July, 1813. 
^' Your glorious conduct is beyond, all human praise, and fa» 
above my reward. I kQow no language the world- affords wpr-: 



, THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON. 1J5 

thy to express it ; I feel I have nothing left to say^ but devoudy 
to offer up my prayers of gratitutle to Providence, that it has in 
its omnipotent bounty blessed my country and myself with 
such a general. You have sent me, among the trophies of your 
unrivalled fame, the staff of a French marshal, and 1 send you in 
return that of England. 

*'The British army will hail it with enthusiasm ; while the 
whole universe will acknowledge Mhose valorous efforts whieb 
have so imperiously called for it. ' 

'' That uninterrupted health, and still encreasing laurels, may 
continue to crown you through a glorious and long career of life, 
are the never ceasing and most at'dent wishes of, my dear Lord^ 
your very sincere and faithful friend, G. P. R. • 

" The Marquess of Wellington." ' 

On the prorogation of Parliament, Q2d July, 1813, the Speaker 
of the House of Commons, in his speech at the bar of the House 
of Lords, alluded to the battle of Vittoria in the most elegant 
and emphatic manner. He observed, '* But, Sir, whatever 
doubts may cloud the rest of our views and hopes, it is to the 
Peninsula that we look with sentiments of unquestionable delight 
and triumph: there the world has seen two^gallant and indepen* 
dent nations rescued from the mortal grasp of fraud and tyranny 
by British counsels and British valor ; and within the space of 
five short years from the dawn of our successes, at Roleia 
and Vimiera, the same illustrious commander has received the 
tribute of our gratitude for the brilliant passage of the Douro, 
the hard- fought battle of Talavera, the day of Busaco, the 
deliverance of Portugal, the mural crown won at Ciudad Ro- 
drigo and Badajos, the splendid victory of Salamanca, and the 
decisive overthrow of the armies of France, in their total 
rout at Vittoria ; — deeds which have covered the British name 
with a blaze of unrivalled glory." 

Lord Wellington continued his pursuit of the enemy, whose 
rear on the 24th reached Pamplona. On the 22d, General 
Clausel, with part of the army of the north, and one division of 
that of Portugal, had approached Vittoria, but learning the events 
that hid passed, he retired upon La Guardia, and afterwards to 
Logrona. On the 25th' the French army retreated from the 
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abigfabdiirhood of Pttnplona^ by t)MB*r0ad of RdftceMralies/intd 
France^ followed by the light troops of the allies ; and oir the 
next day Lord WeUiogto^ caused the fort of Pamplona to be 
iBfMted. Sir Thoataa Graham had in the mean time taken j^os^ 
•etfion of Tolosa, after two actions with the enemy, in which 
they sustained considerable loss. He continued to push ihen 
along the road to France, dislodging them from aH their strong 
posts ; and a brigade of the army of Gallicia^ under General 
CastanoS; drove them across the Bidassoa (the boundary river) 
oter tke bridge of Inia. The garrison of Passages surrendered 
on the 30th to the troops of Longa, and St. Sebastian was 
bbckaded by 9, Spanish detachments A garrison being left t^ 
the enemy in Pancorbo^ commanding the road from Vittoria to 
Burgosy Lord Wellington directed the Cond6 del Abispaf to 
make himself master of the place^ which he effected^ the garrifimr 
surrendering themselves prisoners of war. General Clausel hav- 
ing remained some time in the neighbourhood of Logrona, hc|ye!r 
were conceived of being able to intercept him^ albd a force of 
light troops and cavalry was detached towards Tudela for that 
purpose: by extraordinary forced marches^ however^ he. arrived 
first at Tudela, whence he made good his retreat to Saragossa, 
followed by General Mina, who took some guns and prisoners^ 
Notwithstanding the enemy had withdrawn their right and left 
quite into France, their centre still maintained itself in tb« 
valley of Bastan, of which^ on account of its richness, and the 
strong positions it affords, they seemed determined to keep 
possession, having assembled in it three divisions of the army of 
the south ; Sir Rowland Hill^ therefore, being relieved from the 
blockade of Pamplona, was directed by Lord Wellington, with a 
considerable force of British and Portuguese infantry, to dislodge 
them : this he effected, and the enemy abandoned the strongest 
of their posts, and retired into France. The loss of the allies in 
these operations was inconsiderable. The siege of St. Sebastian 
was now proceeding, under the directions of Sir Thomas Gra-^ 
bam, and on the 17tb July the fortified convent of San Bartho^ 
lone, and an adjoining work on a steep hill,' were carried by 
assault. General Mina^ in a report to Lord Wellmg^on, iu- 
formtd his Lordship, dntt being joined by General Duran in 
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the neighbourhood of Saragossa, thej bad attack^^ on the Sib, 
General Paris^ who eommanded a French division in Arragoit, 
and who retired in the nighty leaving a garrison in redoubt. Ge- 
neral Duran was left to reduce this work, while Mina, with bis 
cavalry, and that of Don Julian Sanchez, followed Paris, and 
took from him many prisoners, and a quantity of baggi^ and 
4ilso intercepted a convoy. --^-Paris arrived at Jaca on the I4tfa, 
bringing with him the garrisons of several intermediate places. : 

The operations on the border, between Spain and France> 
had hitherto been upon a comparatively small scale ; but to** 
wards tUe close of July, an eiFort was made by the Prenck^ 
which brought into action the whole force on each side. 
Marshal Soult having been appointed by an imperial decree 
Commander-in-Chief of the French army in Spain, and th^ 
southern provinces of France, joined the army on July the 13tb^ 
which had been re-formed into nine divisions of infantry and 
three of cavalry, with a large proportion of artillery. The allied 
army was posted in the different passes of the mountain, with 
mutual communications, aod Pamplona was blockaded by a 
Spanish force under the Cond6 del AbispaL 

On the 24tfa, Marshal Soult collectad at Su Jean Pied d^ 
Port the right and left wings of his army, and a difision of his 
centre, with some cavalry, amounting in. all to 30or40',000^ 
nven, and on the 25th attacked Major-General Byng'a post at 
Roncesvalles. He was supported by a division of the aUicd 
army, under Sir Lowry Cole, and the position was maintained 
during the day ; but being turned in the evening, it was neces-^ 
sary to abandon it in the night. On the same day, two divisions 
of the enemy's centre attacked Sir Rowland Hill's position in the 
Puerto de Maya, the defenders pf which at first gave way, but 
being reinforced, they recovered the roost important part of 
their post, which they could have held, had not the retreat Of 
Sir Lowry Cole rendered it e;iLpedient-for them also to retire, i- 

On the £7th Sir Lowry Cole and Sir Thomas Picton, thiakiiig 
the pc^t to. which they had retreated untenable, drew fiirdf top 
back to a position to recover the blockade of Pamplona. Their 
forces consisted of th^ id and 4th divisions of the allied anny^ 
and as tb^y were taking theii ground, they were joined by Lord 
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Wellington. Sbortly after, the enemy made an attack t)n a hill 
upon the right of the 4th division, the importance of which 
post rendered it an object of vigorous assault and defence during 
ifaat and the following day, and the enemy was finally repulsed. 
On the 28th, the sixth division joined, which, as soon as it had 
taken its position, was attacked by a large body of the enemy, 
who were driven back with vast loss. The battle then became 
general along the front of the heights occupied by the 4th divi- 
sion, every regiment of which charged with the bayonet, some 
of them four different times, and the result was a repulse of the 
enemy, with great slaughter. 

Lord Wellington, on the 30th, directed an attack upon the 
enemy, the success of which obliged him to abandon a position 
said by his Lordship to be ^' one of the strongest and most 
difficult of access that he had yet seen occupied by troops." la 
the retreat from it, the French lost a great number of prisoners. 
A separate attack upon Sir Rowland Hill's position waa also 
repelled after a hard contest; and on the night of August Ist, 
the allied army was nearly in the same position which it 
occupied on the 26th of July. 

His Lordship was enabled to bestow the highest commenda- 
tions on the behaviour of the troops of the different nations o« 
this trying occasion; and perhaps in none of the actions during 
this war was more military skill displayed by the (iommanderS| 
or steady valor by the soldiers. 

Yet one more exploit remains to be related: — ^The enemy 
continuing posted on the 2d with two divisions on the Puerto 
de £schalar, and nearly their whole army behind the Puerto, 
Lord Wellington determined to dislodge them by a combined 
movement of three advanced divisions. One of these, howeveri 
the seventh, under the command of Major-General, now Sir 
Edward, Barnes, being first formed, commenced the attack by 
itself, and actually drove the two divisions of the enemy from 
the formidable heights which they occupied. This part of the 
Spanish frontier was now entirely cleared of the foe: the loss of 
the French in all these affairs was generally mentioned by hn 
Lordship to have been severe both in officers and men. A 
private account states it at 15,000, of whom 4,000 were prison* 
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ers : that of the allies was considerable^ though scarcely equal' 
to what might have been expected from the warmth and variety 
of the actions in which they were engaged. 

A serious addition to the actual loss was made by an unsuc- 
cessful attempt upon St. Sebastian on the 25th. — Early on that 
mornings when the fall of the tide had left the foot of the wall 
dry^ an attack of the breach in that line was ordered^ and was 
executed with great gallantry^ some of the troops having pene- 
trated into the town; but the defences raised by the enemy 
were so strong and numerous^ and the fire of musketry and 
grape so destructive^ that it became necessary to abandon the 
enterprize. On this occasion^ the 3d battalion of Royal Scot*, 
which led the attack^ suffered severely in men and officers; 
and the whole loss in killed^ wounded^ and missings was nearly 
900. 

On the 31st of August Lord Wellington having directed Sir 
Thomas Graham to attack and form a lodgment on the breach of 
St. Sebastian, which now extended to a large surface of the lefi 
of the fortifications, the assault commenced at eleven in the fore- 
noon of that day, by a combined column of British and Portu- 
guese. The external appearance of the breach, however, 
proved extremely fallacious ; for when the column, aflter being 
exposed to a heavy fire of shot and shells, arrived at the foot of 
the wall, it formed a perpendicular scarp of twenty feet to the 
level of the streets, leaving only one accessible point, formed 
by the breaking of the end arid front of thie curtain, and which' 
admitted our entrance only by single files. In this situation the 
assailants made repeated but fruitless exertions to gain an 
entrance, no man surviving the attempt to mount the narrow 
ridge of the curtain. The attack thys being almost in a despe- 
rate state. Sir Thomas Graham adopted the venturous expedient 
of ordering the guns to be turned against the curtain, the shot of, 
which passed only a few feet over the heads of the men at the 
foot of the breach. In the meantime a Portuguese brigade was 
ordered to ford the river near its mouih, and attack the small 
breach to the right of the great one. The success of this man- 
oeuvre, joined to the effect of the batteries upon the curtain, at 
ll.ilf.Ca/. I. I 
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selves on the narrow pasSi after a most deterniined assault of 
more than two hours ; and ia an hour more the defenders were 
driven from all their compiioated works^ and retired with great 
loss to the castle, leaving the town in full possession of the 
assailants. 

A prize thus contended for could not but cost dear to the tuc- 
eessful party ; the loss amounted to above 2,300 in killed and 
wounded ; but the possession of this place Liord Wellington 
jusdy regarded as of esilential importance to the further opera- 
tions of his campaign. The ligl^t in which it was regarded by 
the enemy appeared from a vigorous effort for its relief. 

After the fire against St. Sebastian had re-conmnenced* the 
French had drawn the greatest part of their force to one pointf 
which convinced Lord Wellington of their intentions. Tfanse 
divisions of the Spanish army, under Don Manuel Freyre, 
were therefore posted upon heights near the town of Irun, 
commanding the high road to St* Sebastian, and were strength- 
ened by a British and a Portuguese division on the right and 
left, whilst other troops occupied different positions for the 
greater security. Early in the morning of the Slst, the enemy 
crossed the Bidassoa in great force, and made a desperate attack 
on the whole front of the Spanish position on the hdights of San 
Marcial, but were repeatedly repulsed widi great gallantry by 
the Spanish troops, whose conduct, his Lordship observed, 
*' was equal to that of any whom he ever saw engaged.'' In 
the afternoon, the French having thrown a bridge over another 
part of the river, renewed their attack, but were again repulsed, 
lUid at length tliey took the advantage of a violent storm to retife 
from this front entirely. On this occasion it was not found 
necessary to bring any other troops in aid of the Spanish in the 
defence of their post. Another attack was made by the French 
upon a Portuguese brigade on the bank of the Bidassoa, which 
some British troops were moved to support. In fine, after a 
variety of operations this second attempt to prevent the esta* 
blishment of the Allies upon the frontiers was defeated hy a 
part only of the allied army, at the \:eTy moment when th^ iowBk 
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of St. S^basdati was taken by stonii. The mccess in this 
quarter was rendered complete by the surrender, on the 18th 
September, of the castle of St. Sebastian. 

The great events as it may be very justly termed, of Lord 
Wellington entering France, took place on the 7th of October, 
theday of crossing the Bidassoa. Sir Hiomas Graham directed a 
combined force of English and Portuguese to cross at the 
bridge, and attack the enemy's entrenchments at Andaye, which 
they e£fected with great spirit, though strongly opposed, and 
took seven pieces of cannon in the redoubts. The divMion of 
the Spanish army, under the command of Greneral Freyre^ 
crossed somewhat higher in three columns at fords, and was 
equally successful against the enemy on the heights opposite. 
Major-General Charles (now Count) Alten, with the light 
division, supported by a Spanish division, under Generals 
I^nga and Giron, attacked the entrenchments and posts on a 
mountain called La Rhune, which they carried, the light divi* 
sion taking 220 officers, and 400 men prisoners, with three 
pieces of cannon. Arriving at the foot of the rock on whidi 
the hermitage stands, they repeatedly endeavoured to take that 
post by storm, but without success, and it was not till the ntM 
day that Lord Wellington directed a fresh attack, Ae effect of 
which was, that the enemy evacuated all thw woiks to defend 
the entrance to their camp. 

llie fall of Pamplona having completed the liberation of that 
part of Spain from the French arms, and disengaged die right 
of the allied army from the service of covering the blockade. 
Lord Wellington did not delay to put in execution a meditated 
operation against the troops opposed to him in France. From 
the beginning of August they had occupied a position with their 
right upon the sea, in front of the town of St. Jean de Lus, their 
centre on a village in Sarri and on the heights behind it, ant 
their left on a strong height in rear of Anboue, and on a mountain 
protecting the approach to that village ; and they had one divi^ 
sion at St. Jean Pied de Port, which joined the rest after the 
allied army had crossed the Bidassoa. The whole of this posi- 
tion, nilturally strong, they had fortified ; their right, especially^ 
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was made so securoi th^t it Avas not thought expedient to altack 
it io front. 

Lord Wellington, owing to heavy rains, was obliged to defer, 
till die 10th of November, his attempt, the object of which was 
to force the enemy *s centre, and establish the allied army in rear 
of their right. The attack was made ia columns of divisions, 
each led .by a general oflScer, and having its own reserve. Sir 
Kowlaod Hill directed the movements of the division on the 
right,' and Marshal Beresford those of the centre. The opera- 
tions- began, at daylight, and their variety, with the resistance 
experienced, caused it to be night at the time when the army had 
effected the purpose of gaining the rear of die enemy's right* 
On the following morning the Frencli were pursued across the 
Nivelle, which river they had passed after quitting, during the 
night, all their works and posts in front of St. Jean de Luz ; aiiid 
on the following night they retired to an entrenched camp in 
front of Bayonne. ^^ In the course of these operations," ob- 
served Lord Wellington, ^^ we have driven the enemy from 
posiUons which they had been fortifying with great labour and 
care f6r three months, in which we have taken 5 1 pieces W 
cannon, 6 tumbrils of ammunition, and 1,400 prisoners ;'' and 
his Lordship expresses his satisfaction at being able to report 
the good conduct of all the officers and troops. The loss in 
his Lordship's army, though severe,, was not so great as might 
have been expected. It did not comprise any general officer. 

In the following month another considerable conffict with the 
French took place in their own territory. After the retreat 
from the Nivelle they had occupied a very strong position in 
front of Bayonne, under' the fire of that place, and including 
posts in the rivers Adour and Nive. It had been the determina- 
tion of Lord Wellington to cross the Nive immediately after the 
passage of the Nivelle, but heavy rains prevented his moving 
the troops from their cantonments till the 8th of Deceinber. 
On the 9tb, his Lordship directed the right of the army, unider 
Sir Rowland Hill, to pass at one point, while the sixth division 
under Sir Henry Clinton, should pass at another, and both 
operations succeeded completely, the enemy being driven from 
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the right bank of that river, and retiring towards Bayonne. A 
series of movements ensued on both sides during the 10th, 1 1th, 
12th, and ISth, connected with the passage of this river, in which 
the enemy made several desperate attacks upon. parts of the 
allied army, which were repelled with great gallantry. After one 
of the actions two German regiments came over to the allies. 
The general result was, that the enemy having failed in all their 
attacks, and incurred great loss, withdrew to their entrenchments. 
The loss of the British and Portuguese was also considerable, 
amounting, in all the days, to between 4 and 5,000 in killed, 
"Wounded, and missing. Of the Spanish were returned only 5 
killed, and 21 wounded. 

The eventftil campaign of 1813 being terminated, Lord Wel- 
lington, with his victorious troops, took up winter quarters upon 
French territory. 

The great success and high merits of Lord Wellington in the 
campaign of 1813, induced the Cortes of Spain, which had 
elevated him to the rank of a grandee, to give the strongest proof 
of their esteem and confidence, by a resolution declaring him 
Commander-in-Chief of the Spanish armies. This appointment 
was notified in the annexed letter from the Spanish Secretary of 
State to the British Ambassador. 

"Most Excellent Sir, 

'^ I have the honour to inform your Excellency that n the ge- 
neral and extraordinary Cortes, wishing to improve the glorious 
successes of the allied army, with a view to put an end to the 
calamities of war, which bear heavy upon the nation ; consider- 
ing that nothing can contribute more effectually to the attain- 
ment of so interesting an object, -than the placing of all troops 
in the Peninsula, under the direction of one commander, in 
order that there may be unity in the plans and operations of the 
allied forces, and setting the highest Value on the distinguishod 
talent and eminent services of the Duke of Ciudad Rodrigo^ 
Captain-General of the national armies, have decreed, in a 
secret sitting, that during the co-operation of the allied forces, 
he shall be invested with the command in chief of them all, 
exercising it conformably to the general ordinances; with this 
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diflbrenoe onty^ that whiiteTer is enacted in article 6^ title 1^8(A» 
of the lame^ a copy of which is anneied, shall be extended tQ 
all the provinces of the Peninsula— -that illustrious commander^ 
OHrrespoQiHng with the Spanish government through the office 
of the Secretary at War. 

** llie Regency of the kingdom has directed me to request 
your Excellency will have the goodness to transmit this impor- 
tant communication to the Duke of Ciudad Rodrigo, with as 
little delay as possible; he being persuaded that this meritoriiHis 
cx>mmander will see, in the above-mentioned determination of 
the CorteSi a most solemn and authentic testimony of the 
natioDal gratitude for the eminent services which he has renders 
ed to Spain^ as also of the great confidence to which- he has 
entitled himself by the uncommon talents and mMitary virtues for 
which he is conspicuous ; and by the unlimited zeal with which 
he devotes them to the furtherance of the con^mon cause. 

^ His Highness is anxious to hear of the Duke of Ciudad 
Rodrigo having occupied the above-mentioned dtuation ; thai 
being officially informed of it^ he may direct the publication of 
the resolutions of the Cortes, by which his Lmbhip is invested 
with the same. 

'' I beg your Excellency will admit of the sincere assurance 
of my high consideration and respect. 

" May God, &c. 

Q9th September, 1813. ^Mqnacio db la Peijuala.** 

To this address, and to the Ambassador's accompanying 
letter, the following answer was returned. 

•'Most Excellent Sir, 

'' I have had the honour to receive your letter of the 29th 
September, inclosing a letter of the same date, from Don Ig- 
nacio de la Pequala, by which I learn that the general, and exr 
traordinary Cortes, have been pleased to direct, that tlie cood- 
mand of all the Spanish forces be conferred on me ; for which 
s^al proof of confidence on the part of the congress and go* 
vemment, I request your Excellency will express my deepeat 
gratitude to the Secretary of State. 

" I most anxiously wish to do whatever lies in my power, to 
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promote and obtain the laudable object of the SpMiiab nation^ 
in their just contest with France. And I feel ao raluctanee Iq 
undertake the new task, and responsibility inseparable from the 
exercise of the command of the Spanish armies ; biit 1 cannot 
announce mj acceptance of the honour conferred upon me by 
the Cortes and government, without the previous permission of 
his Royal Highness the Prince Regent, to whom I will im<- 
mediately apply for this purpose. 

*^ I am the less concerned at this delay^ aa having long been 
in the habit of confidentially communicating with the general al 
the head of the Spamsh armies, as to the general object I had 
in view in the operations of the Anglo-Portuguese under my 
command ; suggesting af the same time, such measures as tbej 
might adopt, to effectually co-operate with me* I have con* 
stantly found them attentive to those suggestions, and received 
from them whate:rer assistance they could give ; and, accord* 
ingly, I am convinced they will continue to do so, although I 
do not immediately assume the chief command ; { therefore 
believe, that no inconvenience can result from my applying to 
his Royal Highness the Prince Regent, previous to entering 
upon the honourable trust conferred upon me by the Cortes. 

'< This token of confidence on their part, and that of the 
government, and the terms in which it has been communicated 
to me, is a most flattering proof of those authorities, bsiog 
persuaded, that iu the command of the other two members of 
the alliance, with which I had before been invested, I have done 
whatever lay in my power to promote the common cause of the 
allied nations. I deem it, therefore, needless to make any pro- 
testations on this point, and hope, that in this new and more 
exalted situation in which I shall shortly be placed as Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the armies of all the allies in the Peninsuhi, 
I shall not only be supported, but succeed in impressing the 
Spanish government, Cortes, and nation, with a firm belief that 
all my measures will have for their sole object the furtherance 
of the common cause in which they are all so earnestly*€»* 
gaged. 1 have the honour to be, 8cc. 

" Villa Toro, Oct. 2d, 1813. '* WlLLlHOToN.'' 

'* To his Excellency Sir W. Wtellesley, K,3.|8cc. 
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His Lordship, on the 1st of January, 1813, had been ap- 
pointed Colonel of the regiment of Horse Guards, Blue ; ^nd 
the 2l8t of June following, Field Marshal. 

From the period his Lordship's army went into winter-quar- 
ters to the 9th of January, I8ji4, no other incident worthy of 
particular mention took place, than the occupation of a height 
by the French to the right of a Portuguese brigade, from which 
they were afterwards driven withdUt loss. 

On the 14th his Lordship moved the right of the army under 
LieutenantpiGeneral Sir Rowland Hill, which attacked the 
enemy's position at Hellette, whence General Harispe wa» 
obliged to retire with loss. Lieutenant-General Sir Rowland 
Hill pursued on the next day, and found the French in a strong 
position in front of Garrisse, where General Harispe had been 
joined by the division of Gederal Paris, which had been recalled 
from the march it had commenced towards the interior of 
Fraiice, as well as by other troops. A gallant attack was niade 
upon this post by a Spanish and English division, under Gene- 
ral Murillo and Lieutenant-General Sir William Stewart, who 
carried it without considerable loss. At the same time the cen- 
tre of the army made a corresponding movement, and in suc- 
cessive actions drove their opponents across the Gave d'Oleron, 
upon which, on the 18th, its posts were established. 

The French at this time . had considerably weakened their 
force at Bayonne, and had withdrawn from the right of the 
Adour above that town. His Lordship on the 2ist of Febru- 
ary, ordered the sixth and light divisions to break up from the 
blockade of Bayonne, and made other dispositions for a general 
movement of the army. On the 24th Lieutenant-General Sir 
Rowland Hill and Lieutenant-General Sir Henry Clinton, with 
the divisions under their command, passed the Gave d'Oleron 
at different places, and Marshal Sir William Beresford attacked 
the enemy's posts on the Gave de Pau, and obliged him to 
retire. The two above-mentioned Lieutenant-Generals then 
masched towards Orthes, near which the French army was as- 
sembled on the 25th, having destroyed all the bridges on the 
river. Several divisions of the combined army marched up, and 
crossed at different points, where the enemy was found in a 



THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON. 137 

strong position, with his right on the height on the road to Dix^ 
and his left on those above Orthes^ ahd in that town^ opposing 
the passage of. Sir Rowland HiU. 

A general attack of the enemy's centre and both flanks was 
then ordered^ which succeeded in part after a vigorous resis- 
tance; but the nature of the ground rendered the first plan of 
the attack impracticable. In another point, the General ably 
altered it in the midst of the action^ and attacking the enem/s 
right^ posted on the heights, at the same time by their right and 
left, dislodged them and secured the victory. The French at 
first retired in admirable order^ taking advantage of the many 
good positions which the country afforded. Being however 
closely pushed^ and losing many men, their retreat at length be- 
came a direct flight, and they were thrown into the utmost conv 
fusion. The pursuit continued till dusk, and was resumed the 
next day, when Lord Wellington passed the Adour. 

His Lordship did not pretend to estimate the enemy's loss, 
but stated the capture of six cannon, with a great number of 
prisoners; that the whole country was covered with their- dead, 
and that the desertion was immense. A very large magazine 
was also taken. The enemy appeared to' be retiring upon 
Argen^ and had left open the direct road to Bourdeaux. 

Whilst these operations were carrying on upon the right, 
Lieutenant- General Sir John Hope, now Lord Hopetoun, in 
concert with Admiral Penrose, crossed the Adour, below Bay- 
onne, on the 23d and 24th. Great , gallantry and skill were 
displayed in bringing in the vessels to form the bridge ; and three 
of the enemy's gun-boats were destroyed ; and a frigate, after 
considerable damage, was forced higher up the river. The 
bridge being completed on the 27th, Sir John Hope more 
closely invested the citadel of Bayonne. These brilliant suc- 
cesses were not obtained without a considerable loss to the Bri- 
tish and Portuguese. 

The immediate advance of the army was impeded by a heavy 
rain, which had swelled the Adour and its rivulet. The enemy 
had collected a corps at Aire to protect a magazine, which 
being attacked by Sir Rowland Hill, they were driven from 
their posts* with loss, and the town and magazine were taken. 
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After this affair the French retired by both banks of the Aikmr^ 
towards Tarbes, for the purpose of forming a junction with the 
detachments to be sent from Marshal Suchet's army in Catalo- 
nia. In the meantime his Lordship dispatched Major-General 
(now Sir Henry) Fane with a detachment to take possession >€f 
Pauy and Marshal Beresford with another to occupy Bourdeaux. 
This latter expedition, probably the result of correspondences 
in the city, proved eventually a matter of great consequence. 
The Marshal arrived at Bourdeaux on the l£th of March^ and 
being met at a short distance from the place by the Mayor and 
other principal inhabitants, was conducted into the city with 
every demonstration of joy. The Magistrates and city-guards 
took off the eagles and other imperial decorations, and spont** 
neously assumed the white cockade, the badge of the House of 
Bourbon ; and thus one of the most important cities in Fraoffce 
openly declared for the counter-revolution. The Duke d'Aft* 
gouleme, husband to the daughter of Louis the XVIth, and 
nephew of Louis the XVIHth, accompanied the British troops, 
and was received in Bourdeaux with acclamations. The Mayor 
issued a proclamation to animate the inhabitants in the cause of 
Louis the XVIHth. 

Lord Wellington, having been joined by detached troops and 
his reserves of cavalry, proceeded on the 18th of March against 
the French army. Marshal Soult retreated before him, first to 
Vic Bagorey, and then to Tarbes. At this place he assembled 
his forces on the 20th, but his Lordship making an attack in 
two columns, the enemy retreated in all directions^ after sufferiiq; 
considerable loss. 

The French retreated with such celerity, that they arrived at 
Toulouse on the 24th, offering no other opportunity of action 
to their pursuers, except one attack of cavalry, in which Ihegr 
sustained some loss. The approach of die combined army on 
the S8th, caused the French to withdraw into the city of *Toi»- 
louse, and the swoln state of the Garonne, from rain ami melted 
snow, would not permit his Lordship for some days to throw a 
bridge over it, below the town. It was not till April the 8th 
that his Lordship was enabled to move an^ part of his amigf 
across the river, at which time no information had reached eitber 
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army of the great ereiits that had taken place at Paris. The 
defences of Toulouse^ which on three sides is surroanded by. die 
canal of Languedoc and the Garonne, consisted chiefly in a for- 
tified suburb, on the left of that river, forming a good ttte'de^ 
pont, works at each bridge of the canal, and strong redoubts 
between the canal and river Ers. Of these positions every ad- 
vantage had been made by the diligence of Marshal Soult ; and 
the roads from the Ariege to Toulouse being impracticable for 
cavalry and artillery, it became necessary, at all hazards, to 
make the approaches on this quarter. 

The 8th and 9tfa were chiefly occupied in preparatory move- 
ments ; and on the morning of the 10th, a general attack was 
made. The result M'as, that after a day spent in sanguinary 
conflicts at various points, at its close the allied troops were es- 
tablished on three sides of Toulouse, and the light cavalry was 
dispatched to cut off die communication by the only road for 
carriages, which remained to the enemy. 

Arrangements were making for a further advance : but on the 
night of the 11th, the French retired, leaving three generals and 
sixteen hundred men prisoners. This success was not obtained 
without a loss to the troops of the three nations of about 600 
killed and 4000 wounded. Liord Wellii^ton entered Toulouse 
on the following morning, where he was received with acclanm- 
tions, and the town hoisted the white flag. It was not till the 
evening of that day, that his Lordship received from Paris intel- 
ligence of the extraordinary events which had occurred in that 
capital up to the 7th, via. the renunciation of the throne of 
France by Napoleon. The intelligence was brought by Colo- 
nel Cooke, who was accompanied by a Frenchofficer, directed by 
the provisional government to convey the same information to 
Marshals Soult and Suchet. The former did not connder it 
so authentic as to induce him to send his submission to the new 
government ; but proposed to Lord Wellington a suspension of 
hostilities, for the purpose of giving him time to ascertain the 
real state of affairs. To this his Lordship refused his consent, 
and marched his troops forward, on the 15th 'and 17tfa, to Cas- 
telnaudary ; in the meantime he concluded a suspenrion with 
the commandant at Montauban. On the l6th anodier officer 



arriving from Paris was forwarded to Marshal Sou|ty who, on 
the following day, gave information of his having acknowledged 
the provisional government of France. 

Lord Wellington, in consequence, authorised an English and 
a Spanish general to arrange with the French General Gazan, a 
convention for a suspension of hostilities between the allied 
armies under his command, and those under Marshals Soult 
and Suchet. 

This was, not the only unnecessary bloodshed which the delay 
of intelligence for a few days occasioned. Early on the morning 
of the 14th of April, a sortie in force was made from the French 
camp in front of the citadel of Bayonne, upon the position of 
the allies at St. Etienne, opposite to the citadel, chiefly on its 
left and centre. At the beginning of the attack^ Major-General 
Andrew Hay, the commanding officer of the out-posts for the 
day, was killed, and the assailants gained temporary possession 
of St. Etienne. They also drove in the piquets of the centre, 
where Major-General (now Sir Edward) Stopford was wounded. 
On the right Lieutenant-General Hope bringing up some tropps 
to support the piquets, came suddenly in the dark upon a party 
of the enemy, when his horse was shot under him, and himsdf 
wounded and taken prisoner. After a time, all the lost ground 
was recovered, and the piquets were re-established in their former 
posts, but a serious loss was incurred, both of officers and men. 
These actions, however, were the conclusion of a war 'now 
without an object. On the 23d of April, Monsieur ratified, 
with the allied powers, a convention for the suspension of all 
hostilities. • ^ 

On the 19th April 18J4 the Prince Regent conferred on this 
officer the Order of the Garter; and on the 3d of May following 
the dignities of Duke and Marquess by the titles of Marquess of 
Douro and Duke of Wellington in the county, of Somerset. 

On the Duke of Wellington taking his seat in the House of 
Lprds, on Tuesday the 28th of June, 1814, the Lord ChanceUof 
thus addressed his G/ace : 

^' My Lord Duke of Wellington, 
" In obedience to the commands of their Lordships^ I have 
on this occasion to communicate to your Grace the thanks of 
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diis house, and the cordial congratulations of their Lordships on 
jour returp from your Continental service^ and on your intro- 
duction to a seat of the very highest rank and dignity in this 
house. Those high and distinguished honours have been well 
and eminently merited by your Grace^ by a long series of splen- 
did and signal services^ performed in various places and situa- 
tions, but more especially on the continent of Europe. The 
cordial and applauding thanks of this house (the highest honorary 
distinction in the power of their Lordships to bestow) have not 
only been most frequently and repeatedly voted to you, with the 
most perfect unanimity, but your Grace has had the additional 
satisfaction of being the medium and channel through which the 
like honors have been conveyed, at various periods, to other gal- 
lant and meritorious officers, who commensurately distinguished 
themselves under your Grace's direction and command. In the 
instance of your Grace, also, is to be seen the first and most 
honorable distinction, of a member of this house being at his 
£rst introduction placed in the very highest and most distinguished 
rank among their Lordships, and in the peerage. No language^ 
no expression of mine, however fully I feel impressed with their 
magnitude and importance, can do justice to your great and 
unparalleled services and merits ; their nature and character are 
such as will render the name of Wellington immortal, and vrill 
constitute one of the most brilliant epochs in the history of this 
country. They have been frequently and justly felt by this 
house;. I have, for my own humble part, most fully and most 
cordially participated. The wisdom, gallantry, and exertions, 
so frequently displayed by your Grace, in a long series of ser- 
vices in the kingdoms of Portugal and > Spain, are beyond any 
language I can use to characterise or express. Your freeing the 
kingdom of Portugal from the arms and power of France — your 
glorious career of victory, in subduing on various occasions, and 
pursuing the enemy through the territory of Spain, more espe- 
cially on the signal occasions of the victories of Salamanca and 
Vittoria, the capture of Ciudad Rodrigo and other mighty for- 
tresses — will be luminously inscribed in the page of British his- 
tory, as well as your subsequent successes, by which you led on 
your allied forces, until you had established them far vrithin the 



lerrkoikt of France. Great and impoitant as these sermis are 
in th<^Bi8elve«, their coutequencea are incalculable, with refer- 
ence not only to their to greatly contributing to secure tbe |Mro»> 
perity and tranquillity of your own country, but to the peace,* tbe 
happiness, the independence of Europe at large, by infusing dM 
spirit of resistance, and enabling other countries to place tlieiii* 
/«elves in that state which enabled them successfully to resist the 
influence and the power of the common enemy. You will faaTs 
tbe heart-felt, the glorious satisfaction, of considering yourself as 
principally instnimental in the achievement of Ibis great work; 
imd all which 1 feel a conscious pride and satisfaction in being 
the oi^an of communicating in person, and on this auspidous 
occasion, the recent vote of this House, which 1 am thus directed 
to pronounce :-— That the thanks and congratulations of this 
House be given to Field-Marshal the Duke of Wellington, on 
his return from his command on the contment of £urope, and 
for the great, signal, and eminent services, which he has so re* 
peatedly rendered therein to his Majesty and to the public." 

The Duke of Wellington delivered an answer to the follow- 
ing effect : — 

'^ His Grace assured his Lordship and the House, that he felt 
himself overwhelmed by the strength of his feelings, as occasioned 
by what he must consider as the very flattering language far 
beyond his personal merits, in the expressions of their Lordships' 
favour and approbation, as conveyed to him that day, for which 
he had to tender his most sincere and grateful thanks. Tbe 
successes which had attended his humble, but zealous efforts, in 
the service of his country, he had principally to attribute to the 
ample support which he had received from his Prince, his gop 
vernment, and the country, and also to the zealous co-operation 
and assistance which he had received from his gallant compa^ 
nions in arms, and the valour and exertions of that army wbicb. 
he had the honor to command. The support which he had 
thus received, encouraged and excited him, and gave rise to that 
conduct, of which, by the favour of Parliament, its unanimous 
approbation and applause had been pronounced. For those 
honors, and to that of the other House of Parliament, he fell 
most gratefully indebted. These, together with the very kind 
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and flattering manner in which the noble Lord was pleased to 
express himself, he repeated, were sufficient to overwhelm one 
who felt unconscious of deserving such a degree of panegyric 
and eulogium. He would assure their Lordships, he had 
endeavoured to serve his country and his Prince to the very best 
of his power and ability ; and that he would always endeavour 
so to do, whenever occasion might require it, in the best man- 
ner in which his limited capacity would allow him/' 

On the 1st of July, 1814, the Duke of Wellington attended 
at the bar of the Commons' House of Parliament to receive 
their thanks. He then addressed the Speaker to the following 
effect : — 

^' Mr. Speaker, 

'^ I was anxious to be permitted to attend this House, in 
order to return my thanks in person for the honor done me in 
deputing a committee of the House to congratulate me on my 
return to this country ; after the House had animated my exei^ 
tions by their applause on every occasion that appeared to them 
to merit their approbation ; and after they had recently been so 
liberal in the bill by which they followed up the gracious favor 
of his Royal Highness the Prince Regent, in conferring upon 
me the noblest gift a subject has ever received. 

'^ I hope I shall not be thought presumptuous, if I take this 
opportunity of expressing my admiration of the great efforts, 
made by this House, and by the country, at the moment of 
unexampled pressure and difficulty, in order to support, on a 
great scale, those operations by which the contest in which we 
were engaged has been brought to so fortunate a conclusion. 
By the wise policy of Parliament, Government were enabled to 
give the necessary support to the operations carried on under 
my directions. The confidence rqposed in me by his Majesty's 
Ministers and by the Commander*in-chief, the gracious favors 
conferred on me by his Royal Highness the Prince Regen^ 
and the reliance I had on the support of my gallant friends 
the general officers, and the bravery of the officers and troops 
of the acmies, encouraged me to carry on the operations in 
which I was eng^ed, in such a manner as to draw from this 
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House those repeated marks of approbation, for which I now 
return them my sincere thanks. Sir, it is impossible for me to 
express the gratitude which I feel. I can only assure the House, 
that I shall always be ready to serve my King and country in 
any capacity in which may service may be considered useful or 
necessary." 

At the conclusion of the Duke's speech, the Speaker rose 
and addressed him as follows : — 

^^ My I^rd, 

'^ Since last I had the honor of addressing you from this 
place, a series of eventful years has elapsed, but none without 
some mark and note of your rising glory. 

^' The military triumphs which your valour has achieved upon 
the banks of the Douro and the Tagus, of the Ebro and the 
Garonne, have called for the spontaneous shouts of admiring 
nations. Those triumphs it is needless on this day to recount. 
Their names have been written by your conquering sword in 
the annals of Europe, and we shall hand them down with 
exultation to our children's children. 

*^ It is not, however, the grandeur of military success which 
has alone fixed our admiration, or commanded our applause ; 
it has been that generous and lofty spirit which inspired your 
troops with unbounded confidence, and taught theini to know 
that the day of battle was always a day of victory ; that moral 
courage and enduring fortitude, which in perilous times, when 
gloom and doubt had beset ordinary minds, stood nevertheless 
unshaken ; and that ascendency of character, which uniting the 
energies of jealous and rival nations, enabled you to wield at 
will the fate and fortunes of mighty empires. 

'^ For the repeated thanks and grants bestowed upon yoii by 
this House, in gratitude for your many and eminent services^ 
you have thought fit this day to offer us your acknowledgments} 
but this nation well knows that it is still largely your debtdr. 
It owes to you the proud satisfaction, that amidst the constella- 
tion of illustrious warriors, who have recently visited onr country, 
we could present to them a leader of our own, to whom all, bf 
common acclamation^ conceded the pre-eminence; and when 
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the will of Heaven, and the commoa destinies of our natitfe* 
have swept away the present generation, you will have left jour 
great name an imperishable monument, exciting others to like 
deeds of glory, and serving at once to adorn, defend j and per- 
petuate the existence of this country amongst the ruling nations 
of the earth. 

'^ It now remains only that we congratulate your Grace upon 
the high and important mission on which you are about to pro^ 
ceed ; and we doubt not, that the same splendid talents so con** 
spicuous in war^ will maintain with equal authority, firmness, 
and temper, our national honor and interests in peace." 

The Duke of Wellington having retired. Lord Castlereagh 
said : 

" Mr. Speaker, 

" In commemoration of so grateful a day — a day on which 
we have had the happiness to witness within these walls th^ 
presence of a hero, never excelled at any period of the worlc^ 
in the service of this or any other country, — in commemoration 
of the eloquent manner in which the hero was addressed from 
the chair, on an occasion which must ever be dear to English* 
mep, and which will ever shed lustre on the annals of this 
House ; I move, Sir, that your address to Field-Marsha} the 
Duke of Wellington be printed.^' (Hear, hear, hear.) 

On the 9th of July, a magnificent banquet was given by the 
corporation of London, in compliment to the Duke of Welling- 
ton ; when the Lord Mtiyor, in proposing the toast of the Field-? 
Marshal, addressed him in the following words :— 

" The highly gratifying visit of his Royal Highness the Prince 
Regent to this festive hall, accompanied by mighty Sovereigns 
and renowned warriors of foreign nations^s still fresh in pui; 
recollections. Many, perhaps all of us, regretted the British 
hero was not seen amidst the laurelled conquerors upon that 
memorable occasion. The regret was natural, but perhaps 
unexampled ; for who can doubt but the invincible commander 
of our own brave armies deserved a civic triumph to himself ? 
It would be ingratitude not to celebrate distinctly the splendid 
B. M. Cal I. K 



victories achieved by ouir own bi-ave illiMtrioufl General^ whicb 
liccekrated the restoration of peace ; victories not bestowed by 
the capricious favor of fprtune, but won by the noble through* 
adverse circumstances, and by hard contested struggles with 
rival generals of consummate skill, and veteran troops of ac- 
knowledged valour; and though every tribute of praise is due 
to the native bravery of our own soldiers, of what avail would 
it have proved, if it had not been directed and raised even to 
enthusiasm, by the military getiius, the personal valor, and the 
indefatigable vigilance of their great commander? His Grace 
will allow me, in the name of my fellow-citizens, to assure him, 
it is not in his presence that we praise him most, and that in the 
entertainment given to him this day, they do not pretend to do 
more than testify their gratitude for services rendered to his 
country, which, in their estimation, not any honor from the crown, 
nor any applause froth the people, can more than adequately 
inward." 

On the 27th August, 1814, the following heraldic honor was 
bestowed upon his Grace, viz. *' an escutcheon charged with 
the cross of St. George, and the crosses Lattines of St. George 
and St. Patrick conjoined^ being the union badge of the kingdom 
of Great Britiah and Ireland, without the imperial crown, to 
be borne by him and his descendants upon the family arms, as a 
lasting memorial of his glorious and tran^cendant achievements/' 

The prospects with which the year 1814 terminated were 
those of a durable peace to this country, and a general settle-* 
nient of the affairs of the Continent, for which latter purpose the 
Duke of Wellington had been appointed Plenipotentiary of the 
British Court at the Congress of Vienna. 

The return of Buonaparte from the Island of Elba, and the 
extraordinary events of the new Revolution, of which the imme-^ 
diate success was no less Wonderful than its sudden extinctioOj 
recalled the Duke of Wellington from his diplomatic missiou 
to assume the command of the army assembled in Belgium. 

We have now to record the details of the important battle of 
Waterloo. We possess, and have seen, various accounts of thit 
engagement diawii up by officers, eye-witnesses, and others'; 
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but the most correct, in our opinion, is the narration furnished 
by Dr. Halliday, and of H^hose assistance we shall therefore 
to a certain extent avail ourselves. 

At the close of 1814, the whole of the fortified line of the 
Low Countries towards France had been occupied by strong 
garrisons, chiefly in English pay. Ostend, Nieuport, Fumes, 
Ypres, Menin, and Courtray, had numerous garrisons, consist- 
ing of English and Hanoverian troops. The other places in 
Flanders, as Ghent, Bruges and Tirlemont, were also garrisoned 
by English and Hanoverians, with the addition of Belgian 
troops. Tournay had a garrison of three English regiments, a 
corps of the Hanseatic Legion, and some squadrons of horse; 
At Mons and Charleroi were Belgian infantry and Hanoverian 
di'figoons and hussars. In the villages between these places 
were cantoned troops of the same description : Naniur was 
wholly garrisoned by Dutch troops. In the interior, the hussars 
of Croy were at Ath ; and the Belgian light horse, with a 
strong division of artillery, at Mechlin. A Congreve rocket 
division was at Vilvorden ; at Lourain were some battalions of 
Belgian infantry; and the garrison of Brussels consisted of 
English guards and a corps of horse-artillery, and the Belgian 
regiment of carabineers. 

From the time of the alarm excited by Napoleon's successes^ 
reinforcements had been sending from England without inters 
mission ; and the Duke of Wellington had arrived and taken the 
supreme command of the troops, native and foreign, in Bel* 
gium. In the latter end of May the Iiead-quarters of the French 
army of the north, were established at Avesnes, in French 
Flanders ; and in the apprehension of ah invasion by the aUied 
armies on that part, Laon and the castle of Guise were put in a 
defensible state. Field-Marshal Prince Bluchcr about this 
time arrived with the Prussian army, in the neighbourhood of 
Namur, and held frequent conferences with the Duke of Wel» 
hngton. 

As the armies most to be dreaded were those in the nordiem 
frontier, particularly that under English orders ; it was against 
this part of the allies that Napoleon determined to difsect every 
possible force. He concluded that the overthrow^of this army, 



iu|d of wi^ich he entertained the most con6dent expectations, 
from his immense preparations against it, would strike terror 
into the forces of the oth^r powers, and put an end to any fiir- 

ther measures on their part against his homing the reins of the 

» ' 

French government. 

Every endeavour was consequently employed to asseavhk 
such an army as should merit the naioae of invincible. The 
choicest troops of the various armies, with a most numerous 
and well stored matiriely headed by the Emperor in person, 
served to raise. the hopes of his adherents to the highest itch of 
enthusiasm : and they anticipated the triumph that would crown 
their leader when he had annihilated the British army. 

Napoleon in the confidence of speedy and complete success, 
quitted Paris on the 12th of June, accompanied by Marshal 
Bertrand apd General Drouet, and proceeded to Laon to tak^ 
the command of his army of the north. It has always been hk 
maxim to push forward to the most important point ; and ihis, 
beyond question, was now the position occupied by the com- 
bined British and Prussian armies, whilst the Russians nnd 
Austrians were still at a distance. 

At the head of a numerous army, composed of th# vei]f 
flower of the French troops, and full of confidence in bia for* 
tune and talents, Napoleon made an attack, at day-light of the 
15th^ on the Prussian posts on the Sambre. Charleroi, of 
which they were In possession, was carried, and General Zietbeo, 
their Commander, retired upon Fleurus, where he was 9^ttadked 
by the French, and sustained a considerable loss. 

Marshal Blucher concentrated the rest of the Prussian army 
upon Sambre ; and the French continued their march dk>Qg Ibf 
road from Charleroi to Brussels, and attacked a brigade of the 
Belgian army under the Prince of Weimar, which was £otc^ 
back to a farm-house called Quatre Bnw, On the l6th Mar- 
shal Blucher, who was posted on the heights between Bri^ and 
Sombreuf, and occupied two villages in front, although id(U|e 
corps of his army had not joined, determined to ^w^it tte 
combat. His force was computed at 80,000 men ; that, oCtb^ 
French at somewhat more* 

The batUe raged with great fury frpw three in tii^ > nf^sr-t 
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tioon till late in the everting, the Prussians being exceedingly 
piessed, and in vain expecting succour. They were at length 
obliged to retire^ leaving behind them fifteen pieces of candoti^ 
and a great number of killed and wounded. They formed 
again at a short distance from the field of battle, and were not 
pursued, llie greatest exertions were made by Marshal 
Blucher throughout this day, and he* was frequently in immi 
nent personal danger. 

The Duke of Wellington in the mean time had directed his 
whole army to march upon Quatre Bras, and the fifth division, 
under Lieutenant-General Sir Thomas Pic ton, ^arrived there 
early in the afternoon, and was followed by the corps com- 
manded bj the Duke of Brunswick, and by the contingent of 
Nassau. Marshal Blucher was at this time engaged with the 
enemy, and it was the desire of the Duke of VVellington to lend 
him assistance, but he was himself attacked by a large body of 
cavalry and infantry, with a powerful artillery, his own cavalry 
iiot having yet joined. 

Many charges were made by the French, but all were repulsed 
with the greatest steadiness : the loss was however great, and 
included that of the Duke of Brunswick^ who fell gallatitly at 
the head of his troops. 

Although Marshal Blucher had maintained his position of 
Sombreuf, he found himself so much weakened, that he fell 
back during the night to Wavre, This movement rendering a 
corresponding one necessary on the part of the Duke of WeU 
Jington, he retired upon Genappe, ^nd on the morning of the 
17th maved to Waterloo, no oAcr attempt being made by the 
^uetny to molest his rear, except by following, with a. body of 
cavalry, that arm of the Duke's forces under the command of 
Lieutenant-General the Earl of Uxbridge, now Mar^ues3 tif 
Anglesey. ^ 

At day-light, on the morning of the 17th of June, the artfl^ 
having come up, the Duke of WeUington shewed his ifhtit 
force, and in a manner challenged tlie enemy to fight ; bttl as 
they did not seem inclined to accept the chalUenge, and as he had 
learned in the course of the tnomitig that Marshal Bhitfaelr iia<l 
continued his retrograde mov6d(lent u|k>ti Gembbax^ where the 
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4th corps of bis army^ under General Buk>w^ bad jowed biiD|» 
and that he had decided on concentrating his whole force in the 
environs of Wavre, still more in the rear ; the Duke deter- 
mined also to retire upon the position in front of the village of 
Waterloo. The movements intended by the two commanders 
were mutually advantageous to each other ; and the Duke, in 
stating his arrangements to Marshal Blucher, added, thai it was 
his intention to defend the position which he had chosen, and 
requested, if the enemy should attack next day, that he, Marshal 
Blucher, would support him with two divisions of his aroij. 
'Marshal Blucher replied, that he was ready to support the 
British army with his whole force ; stating at the same time, that 
it was his opinion, should Buonaparte not attack, that they 
ought to attack him next day with their united armies. About 
eleven in the forenoon of the 1 7th, orders were given for tbe 
infantry to move to the rear, while the cavalry and some light 
troops took up a position in front, i he enemy remained 
quietly on the ground he had occupied the preceding night, in 
front of the British line. Buonaparte, who had left about 
twenty thousand infantry, and General Pajol's division of ca- 
valry, under the orders of Marshal Grouchy, to watch the mo- 
tions of the Prussian army, proceeded with the remainder of hia 
force to the position which the troops under Marshal Ney oc^ 
cupied ; but befdre his arrangements were completed, and his 
orders given for his army to advance, our infantry had nearly 
finished their march, and w ere about to take up their ground in 
the new position. His troops advanced in strong columns of 
attack ; but when they reached the heights above the village of 
Frasnes, Buonaparte found, to his great surprise, that tlie Bti-; 
tish army had retreated, and that the troops against w hich his 
columns were advancing, were nothing more than a strong rear- 
guard, which fell back as his troops advanced. He ordered his 
cavalry immediately to advance in pursuit, and his columns of 
infantry continued their march in the direction of .Brussels; 
JBuonaparte, who was with his advance, kept his cavalry up 
with our rear-guard during the whole of the day. 

The position which the British army now took up had been 
chosen with great judgment, from its proximity to the extensive 
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forest of Soignes. The village of Waterloq lies upon the great 
road from Brussels to Charier oi,. embosomed in the forest ; i^nd, 
a few scattered houses extend to another sn^all village^ called 
Mont-Saint-John : about a quarter of a mile in front of thfa 
latter village, there is a rising ground which crosses the greajL 
road already mentioned^ and extends from a farm-house called 
Ter-la-Have on the left, to the village of Merbe-le-Brain on the 
rights crossing also the road from Brus9els to Nivelles, which 
diverges from the road to Charleroi at tb^ village of Mont-« 
Saint-John. It was on this rising ground that the allied army, 
commanded by the Duke of Wellington, or more properly the 
first corps of that army, took up its position on the evening of 
the 17th of June. The second corps, under the command of 
Lord Hill, (with the exception of the 4tb division and the troops 
of the Netherlands, under Prince Frederick of Orange, who were 
left to guard an important position at Hall) w^s placed in re- 
nerve on the right of the position, and in front of the village of 
Merbe-le-Braine, with its right resting on Braine-ia-Leud. The 
infantry'^bivouacked a little under the ridge of the rising ground, 
and the cavalry in the hollow ground in the rear of the infantry. 
Excepting a few round shot which the enemy occasionally fired 
while our troops were deploying into their position, nothing of 
any moment occurred during that afternoon or the whole of this 
night. It had rained almost incessantly during the greater part 
of the 17th, and the weather was very tempestuous during the 
night. The ground afforded > no cover for the troops ; so that 
generals, officers, and men, were equally exposed to the rain, 
which fell in torrents. Buonaparte slept at the farm-house oi 
Caillou, near Planchenois ; and his army halted in the neigh* 
bourhood of Genappe. The Duke of Wellington slept at „a 
small public-house in the village of Waterloo. 

This night, which was dreadful to the soldier, must have been 
stin more so to the wretched inhabitants of the country which 
the armies occupied ; obliged to abandon their humble dwellings 
in despair, they had fled to the deep recesses of the forest for se^ 
•Cttrity, and in the hope of saving their lives. The rich crops of 
«frain, which were fast hastening to maturity, were trodden 
under foot, or eaten up by the cavalry, and the helpless farniei 
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' fAW the labor of a Hivhole year de8tri)yed in a single day ; houaea 
of all kinds were destroyed or burnt to ashes ; and the iilbabif 
tants, herding with the wild beasts, must have felt uncertain even 
of their own fate, should chance have conducted any of the pluli*- 
dering banditti to their lonely retreat. 

The French officers who have written the account of thd battltt 
of Waterloo, assure us, that Buonaparte as well as his army bo^ 
]ieved that the Duke of Wellington had continued bis retreat 
during the night ; and it is said, he expressed himself as i]U]te 
delighted when he found on the morning of the 18th, that our 
troops still occupied the ground they had taken up the mgbt 
before. Afraid, as it would Seem, that we might still steal away, 
the most pressing orders were sent to hasten up his columns 
from the rear, that be might commence the attack, which was 
to annihilate us. As soon as day^light appeared on the moriH 
ing of the 18th, the British army could perceive, from its posU 
tion, immense masses of the enemy moving in every diredioB, 
and by two o'clock the whole of his force appeared to be ool^ 
lected on the heights and in the ravines which ran parallel with 
the British position. 

The French army, when concentrated in front of our position, 
4^nsisted of four corps of infantry, including the Guard,, and 
three corps of cavalry ; and if the report of a staffK>fficer of 
that army is to be credited, it presented an effective grand total 
of one hundred and twenty thousand men. 

A little to the left of the road from Brussels to Nivelles^ and 
in the hollow ground in front of the British line, there is a gen* 
lleman's country-house, with its appendages, called HougomonU 
A walled garden, with a considerable orchard, and several acres 
Df wood, surround the house, and extend for a considerate way 
into the plain. The Duke of Wellington had occupied this 
house, as also the garden and wood, with a part of Major^e* 
neral (now Sir Geoi^ge) Cook's division of the Guards, and a 
regiment of the troops of Nassau : it was a post of the utmost kto> 
portance; for while it was held, the enemy could not apprOacli 
our right. Buonaparte also saw the importance of that posiUcm 
^ad the necessity which thef>e was for his getting possession of 
II; b0 l»at v^era to M^r^ltl Ney, who comraanded the left 
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wing of his army, to direct such a force upon Hongombnt as 
should at once take possession of it. It was now eleven o'clock, 
and every thing seemed to indicate that the awful contest Wttt 
about to commence. The duke of Wellington^ with his usual 
quickness, had soon perceived the nature of the attacks Aat 
would be made upon his line ; and when the troops stood to 
their arms in the morning he gave orders that they should be 
formed into squares of half battalions, and in that state to await 
the enemy's attack. 

Marshal Ney, as soon as fiuonaparte's otder was coitimuni 
cated to him, directed the division of infantry, commanded by 
Jerome Buonaparte, to advance upon HougOtiiont;- and about 
half past eleven o'clock, the first columns of this division mad^ 
their appearance upon the ravine, or rather hollow ground, which 
leads down from the public-house of La Belle Alliance to thfe 
Chateau. The two brigades of artillery belonging to Major- 
General Cook's division had taken up a position on the ridg^ 
of the hill in front of the line of infantry, and the moment tb^ 
enemy made his appearance, our nine-poiinders opened upon bi^ 
columns. The artillery officers had got the range so accurately, 
that almost every shot and shell fell in the very centre of fai^ 
masses; so great was the effect produced by these few gtlns, 
that all Jerome's bravery could not make hia soldiers advancfe, 
and in a moment they wel« again hid by the rising ground, frofti 
under cover of which they had but jast etitefged. This, which 
was the commencement of the action, was considered a very 
favourable omen by our brave soldiers who witnessed it; and for 
a short time they were much anlus^ Mrith the manceuvre^ bf 
Jerome's division, and the cautious manner in which it seemed 
to emei^e from its hiding-place* 

This state of things, however, did not continue long, as oth^r 
great movements were observed to be preparing throughout the 
enemy's line. A powerful artillery inrai brought to bear upOh 
our guns that so annoyed his first advance, and JeroiAe's troops 
gahaed the outskirts of the wood, where they biecafne engaged 
with our light troops. By mid-day the Cannonade was general. 
The great road from Brussels to Cbarleroi ran through die 
centre of the British position. Upob the right of this road, and 
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upon Afi declivity of what is properly called the height or Mount 
of Saint John, there is a large farm-house with offices, called La 
Hfiye Sainte, surrounded by a high wall. The garden attached 
to this house, \vhich has only a brush-wood fence^ runs for 
about fifty yards into the plain : this formed another covering 
pobt of importance, which the Duke of Wellington hdd taken 
cariB to occupy with a considerable force of the light troops of 
the King's German Legion. The great object of Buonaparte, 
in this important battle, was evidently to force our centre, and 
at ^e same time turn our right flank; so that by surrounding and 
talcing prisoners, as it were, one half of our line, he might com- 
pletely paralyse and destroy the effect of the other half. Un- 
fortunately, our centre was the weakest part of our position, and 
upon that part he directed his first grand attack to be made 
abpi|t noon. 

An immense mass of infantry, followed by a column of up- 
wards of twelve thousand cavalry, advanced upon the points 
occupied by the 3d and 5th divisions, and the left of the Guards^ 
covered by afire from upwards of one hundred pieces of artillery. 
These columns, which seemed to advance with a certainty of 
success^ were led by Count O'Erlon in person. They advanced 
almost to the muzzles of our muskets; but here they soon found 
they had Britons to contend with ; our fellows gave them a vol- 
ley, and cheering, rushed on to the charge, which they did not 
stand to receive, and our cavalry emerging from the hollow 
ground where they had hitherto been concealed from the enemy^f 
view, passed through the openings between the squares^ and 
charging the enemy's cavalry, succeeded completely in dispersing 
them, and driving them back upon their own line. 

In this conflict, which was dreadful while it lasted^ the enemy 
was baffled in all his attempts, and, besides the killed and 
wounded, lost several thousand prisoners and an eagle; but the 
British army had also to lament the loss of one of its brightest 
ornaments, and his Majesty one of his best officers. The gallant 
Sir Thomas Picton fell, mortally wounded, in leading on the 5ti| 
division. He had only joined the army on the 15th. His exer- 
tions contributed greatly to the success of the ] 6th, when his 
division was engaged singly for sever^ hours with the troops 
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tinder Ney. Though severely wounded be qoncealed it from 
every one but his servant, and went through all the fatigues of 
the 17th. On the 18th, as the Duke of Wellington has heU 
ingly expressed it in the public dispatchj " he fell gloriously 
leading bis division to a charge with bayonets, by which one of 
the most serious attacks made by the enemy upon our position 
was defeated/* 

From the commencement of the action little manceuvriMg 
was necessary in either army. The points which Buonaparte 
had at first attacked, were again and again assailed with fresh 
troops, which obliged the Duke to move up reinforcements to 
Hougomont and to the centre. So overwhelming were the 
masses that were brought to bear upon these points, that vic- 
tory sometimes seemed to hover over the Imperial Eagles ; but 
the consummate judgment of the Duke of Wellington, and the 
bravery of the British troops, overcame all his efforts. 

About three o'clock, when he found that Jerome's divisiot^ 
could not drive the Guards from Hougomont, he ordered the 
Chateau to be set on fire. The shells from several mortars, 
which were brought to bear upon the houses, soon hud ihe de- 
aired effect : but our troops, retiring into the garden, did not 
yield one inch of their ground ; and the only thing which the 
enemy gained by this measure, was the destruction of a few of 
our woiMided, who were too ill to be removed, and who fell a 
prey to the fiames. The troops in La Kaye Suinte having exr 
pended their ammunition, were obliged to retire for a moment 
from that point, and the enemy got possession of the house and 
garden , hut us soon as a reinforcement of our troops could be 
moved up, he was driven from that as well as every other point 
which he had attacked : and at no period during the day, not- 
withstanding the heavy masses of infantry a*i i cavalry which 
were advanced against our centre, time after time, was he 
able to force our position ; and the possession of the advanced 
post of La Huye Sainte, for a few minutes, may be said to have 
been the greatest advantage he ever gained. The battle con- 
tinued to rage witlt unabated fury, and the numbers of brave 

men who were continually falling on both sides was very great. 

"^bile the rvpidity with whieh the columns of attack succeeded 



15$ Sfitlb Mati^nlf. 

etch other, seemed to indicate for a time, that the resourci^ft of 
the enemy were inexhau3tible. The artillery on both dides vras 
well served : but Buonaparte had upwards of two hundred atid 
fitly pieces in the field ; while the train of the Allied army utidef 
the Duke of Wellington did not exceed one hundred guns, ttme^ 
pounders. Notwithstanding our inferiority in this arm, which 
was still more apparent from the size of the enemy's guns (being 
twelve-pounders) than from their numbers, ours were so well 
fought, that it is allowed by ail they did equal execution. 

About two o'clock the Duke of Wellington dispatched an 
officer of his staff to the head-quarters of Marshal Blucher, to 
ascertain his movements, and to know when it was probable his 
advance would come in contact with the enemy. This cfBetr 
found the Prussian General at the village of Lasdes, where b^ 
gained the information required. 

It has already been stated that on the l6th, a part of the Prus^ 
sian army fought, (and for a whole day defied the efibrt^ of the 
enemy to drive them from their position. At night they were sur- 
prised, and obliged to retreat. On the evening of the 17th, the 
broken columns, whose loss had been immense, after havioj; 
retired upwards of thirty miles, were completely reorganised «: 
and at break of day, on the morning of the 18th, the whole ad'- 
vanced from Wavre to join the British army at Waterlo6. 

The 2d and 4th corps were directed, by Marshal Bldcher, io 
proceed by Saint Lambert, and to attack the enemy, in the reair 
of his right flank near Frichmont. The first corps, with thfe 
Commander in chief, moved by Ofaaifi so as to unite with the 
left of the British line at TerJa-Haye; while the 3d corp9, 
which formed the reserve, was directed to follow in the rear bf 
the first. General Bulow, who commanded the 4th corps., foUtid 
great difficulty in passing the defile of Saint Laoibert, and bb 
advance was considerably retarded ; yet, true to the promitotf 
his Commander in chief, two of his brigades were hi the position 
assigned them on the enemy's right flank by four o'clock in the 
afternoon. Bulow commenced his attack almost imtoediately^ 
but his numbers were too few to make any attfcus ifn|>re8Sio#. 
About six o'clock, when Marshal Bltichef was nearly iii sight 
of the field Of battle, ht l^ceiv<jd itltedi^efice that )m ireserire htd 
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be^n attacked by Marshal Grouchy, and was driven from its posi- 
tion near Wavre ; this information made oo alteration in the 
Marshal's arrangements, as he well knew that the fate of Eu- 
rope would be decided on the field to which he was advancing. 

It was DOW half-past seven o'clock, and the issue of the battl? 
was still doubtful. The greater part of Lord Hill's corps of 
the British aro^y had been moved up at different periods to the 
support of the 1st corps. The whole of General Bulow's* 
corps, and part of the 2d corps of the Prussian army had ar- 
rived at their position near Frichmont, and their attack in that 
direction was sufficiently powerful to oblige the enemy to giv^ 
way on his right ; which Buonaparte having observed, conceived 
that the moment was now arrived when he must put an end tp 
the engagement. He informed his Generals ths^t the firing op 
the right was occasioned by the arrival of General Grouchy'3 
corps. This gave fresh hopes to his troops^ already beginnipg 
to despair, and he immediately gave orders to form the l^^t 
column of attack. I'his column was composed principally of 
the guard which had hitherto sufiPered but little ; he gave direc-* 
tions for the whole of the line to second this effort, upon whicb^ 
he said the victory depended, and placiug him&elf at their head, 
they advanced in double quick time. 

These veteran warriors, so long esteemed the first troops in 
Europe, advanced across the plain which divided the two ar* 
joaies M'ith a firmness which nothing could exceed ; and though 
our grape and canister shot made dreadful havoc in their ranks, 
they were never disconcerted for a single moment. Our infan- 
try remained firm in their position, until the enemy's front line 
was nearly in contact with them, when, with a well-directed 
volley, and a British cheer, they rushed on to the charge with 
bayonets. This charge even the Imperial Guard could npt 
stand against, and those undaunted troops, who at one tim^ 
considered themselves the conquerors of the world, were obliged 
to give way. In this attack the British and French guards 
were, for the first time, fairly opposed to each other. The 
shock for a moment was dreadful. The enemy refused to 
take or give quarter, and the carnage was horrible. At last the 
whole of their ranks were broken, all di^ipUi^e was ut an end. 
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and tbey began to give way in the utmost coufuiioii. The 
Duke of Wellington, who was on the spot, was not inattentife 
to the manner in which the enemy retired from this attack, and^ 
though his left was still pressed, he ordered the whole line of 
infantry, supported by the cavalry and artillery, to advance. 
This order was no sooner given thaii the enemy's position ^mb 
carried, and from which he retired in great disorder, leaving in 
our possession a number of prisoners, and upwards of one hun- 
dred and fifty pieces of camion, with their ammunition. Before 
the disorganised masses of the French had cleared the raviite by 
which they retired, the right and left of the British line were 
nearly in contact, and the enemy in a manner surrounded. 
What added greatly to the confusion of the beaten foe, was A 
gallant chatge by General Ziethen's corps upon his right flank, 
at the moment the British advanced in front. Marshal BIu- 
cher, who had joined with his first corps at the time this deci- 
sive cliarge was going on, advanced with his troops, and about 
nine o'clock met the Duke of Wellington at a small public- 
house, called La Belle Alliance, and mutually saluted each other 
as victors. 

The British army, which had been so warmly engaged for 
upwards of nine hours, was now halted, and the pursuit left 
to the Prussians: Though they had already marched many 
leagues, all fatigue was forgotten when in the presence of their 
enemy. About half past nine Marshal Blucher assembled tfa^ 
whole of his sui)erior officers, and gave orders for them to - send 
every man and horse in pursuit. 

The enemy continued to retreat during the night, his cavali^ 
and infantry forming one confused mass. The Marshals, Ge* 
nerals, and Officers of all ranks, were mingled with the mob, 
and pressed forward by the torrent ; no one thought of givinjs^ 
orders, and every one seemed to act only from the impulse oir 
terror of the moment. The Prussian cavalry did not allow 
them one moment's repose. 

On the 22d of June, 1815, a message was delivered to both 
Houses of Parliament from the Prince Regent, recommending^ 
to them— "to enable his Royal Highness to grant such addi- 
tional provision to Field- Marshal the Duke t)f Wellington, as 
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shall afford a further proof of the opinion entertained bj Parlia- 
ment of the Duke of Wellington's transcendant services, and of 
the gratitude and munificence of the British nation/' Parl,ia'- 
niient, never backward at such a call, unanimously concurred id a 
vote for adding the sum of ^OO^OOOl. to the former liberal 
grants by which its sense of his extraordinary merits had been 
demonstrated. The thanks of both houses were , voted to hi^i 
Grace, — '* for the consummate ability, unexampled exertion, 
and irresistible valour displayed by him on the 18th of Jufie," Scc^ 

The British Minister, Lord Castlereagh, in the House of Com-*, 
mons, summed up the great achievements of the Duke of WeU 
lington and the events of this last grand and decisive battle, in a* 
maimer that should be recorded in his Grace's Memoirs. 

** It will be confessed that whatever the former fame of the- 
Duke of Wellington might have been, yet, in all the various 
occurrences of his life, in all those great achievements which 
he had performed^ and which had called for the thanks of the. 
Nation, he had never before attained to a height of glory lik« 
the present. — And in all the great events which he had been 
engaged in, and those scenes that he had witnessed, it had never 
before fallen to the lot of this illustrious Commander to render 
so great a service to his country, so extensive a benefit to the 
world. — There was in the present victory an acknowledged pre-- 
eminence over all those that had preceded it : but when we- 
looked at its influence and combination, in which are bound up' 
all the interests of the civilized world, it was almost impossible' 
to conceive an idea adequate to its magnitude and importance. 
The position of the Allied Army, previously to the late dne^ 
was a very peculiar one, and, without meianing to impute blflme^ 
or to suppose any neglect of security, he mUst say that the 
circumstance of the armies not being actually engaged in hosti- 
lities, necessarily led to a distribution of force for the more 
convenient obtainment of subsistence for so large an army** 
The whole line of troops destined to act upon France not being 
equally advanced, it was clearly not the interest of the Allies to 
become the assailarvts; the army, therefore, which was to act 
upon the offensive, making its point of union the point it chose 
for an attack, must have a great advantage over to army situated 
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as the AUki Anny wa9 : a\id y^t it was impostibla to almr that 
position ; for if Marshal Blucber and tim Puke of WeliiugUni 
had concentrated their forces, they must have left open a )ong 
Upo of country at the mercy tf the enemy, who might ba^ 
quide use of such a lapse for the most impprtant end^ : and 
therefore, not imputing any neglect of preparation to the Com* 
mander, it must be evident that the attacking army would have 
the advantage. With such a force on the frontiers of France, 
it was with Buonaparte a great object to attack it in some 

* 

ppwerful point before the Combined Powers were all perfectly 
ready for operations ; and accordingly he had acted with all the 
decision of character and energy of mind that he was known to 
possess, and as soon as he could leave Paris he joined bis aroiyj 
and directing it to the North, commenced bis operations* In 
considering the nature and extent of the forces engagec^ be 
must observe, that of the ten corps darni6e which Fraooe 
possessed, the 6ve which were complete were united wtA^ 
Buonaparte, together with his guard, and other cavalry* These 
troops had certainly maintained their ancient character; aiMi 
one feature of the victory was, that it had been gained over the 
best troops of France, and that too, at a moment when tbc^ 
displayed all their ardour, and when their conduct even surpassed 
all that they had before performed ; although this force did not 
amount to less than one hundred and thirty or toty thousaai 
men, the flower of the French army !-<^That was a regulsir sAd 
disciplined army, even before the Bourbons quitted Francf^ 
and for which, since the return of Buonaparte, every thing bad 
been done to make it efiPective; it was the force which bad 
been selected, and combined to act upon the northern froQtiar* 
To particularize the conduct of any part of the Allied Army 
would be invidious, where all had acquitted themselves with 
nearly equal bravery; but he might be allowed to say, tiM 
except the British part, (who themselves were only such aa the- 
country could spare at a time when a strong detachment of oUr 
veteran troops had been sent to America) nearly the whole was 
green army: the Allies, particularly the Putcb, B^giaoe^ 
Hanoverians, and troops of Nassau, were chiefly young soldienrjj^ 
and deducting th^ absent corps, consisting of 25,000, ujoder' 
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Prince Frederick, and the other corps distributed along the lint 
to the nortliward, there was not in action a greater number than 
64,000 men, to support the attack of the whole French armj. 
iie fullj felt what we owed to the illustrious Prussians, who 
were readj to siipport the British army, and enabled them t6 
make that movement, without which the Duke could not have 
obtained such an advantage over a superior force. The effort 
he made was crouned with success ; and with bis energy of 
mind, and example of person, it was certain that much wonld 
be effected. — But from that example it was dreadful to reflect 
on the risks to which his valuable life was exposed ; — 'in fact, 
such was his dauntless activity, that he was much more exposed 
than any private soldier, who could only b^ar the hazard of a 
single spot ; but the Duke was every where, at least wheretcf 
danger was. — Under the circumstances in which the Duke of 
Wellington found himself at the end of the day, when Ae French 
had been repulsed, and General Bulow advanced, be put him- 
self in motion, and attacked the French : their lines did not 
resist, as ours had done ; he forced the second Une, routed their 
whole army, and took more thanhalf the|artillery of their army and 
its ammunition. — It was impossible to attempt to predict what 
would be the result of this victory ; but this much was certain^ 
that the Duke of Wellington had been enabled to follow the 
enemy with an army that had been either fighting or marching 
the whole day before. The French had attacked with their 
usual temerity: by this he did not mean to censure them; 
Buonaparte was justified in his attempt; he had been driven 
back ; but if he could have succeeded, the effect would have 
been fully equal to the sacrifice made to obtain the object." 

The States-General conferred on the Duke of Wellington, on 
account of this most splendid victory, a donation, consisting of 
lands and woods, situated in the very theatre of his triumph. 
La Belle Alliance, Hougomont, Sec. producing an annnai 
revenue of 20,000 Dutch florins (2000/.), as a testimony of tbe 
national gratitude. 

The title of '^ Prince of Waterloo" was given to the Dul^e 
by the King of the Netherlands ; the o|*der of '' the Crown of 
Rue,'' by the Kmg of Saxony ; and die order of <' J^delity,'' 
R. M. Cal I. L 
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of the first class, accompanied with a gold snuff box, enriched 
with valuable diamonds, by the Grand Duke of Baden. 

At the congress of Aix-la-Chapelle, His Grace the Duke of 
Wellington was present as a minister from this country ; sod, 
whilst there, appointed by the Emperors of Russia and Austria, 
and King of Prussia, to the rank of Field- Marshal in tkeir 
armies. 

From the King of France the Duke of Wellington has received 
a variety of pi;gsent8, including a diamond grand cross of the 
order of the Holy Ghost, valued at 500,000 francs. From the 
King of Portugal he has received a superb service of plate ; 
and from other sovereigns, gifts of almost every description* 

For the purpose of recording two letters to His Grace, the one 
from the Prince Regent, and the other from the Emperor of 
Russia, we shall mention that a shot was fired at the Duke 
whilst in Paris early in 1818. 

*' My dear Friend, " Carlton House, 14th Feb. 1818. 

'< I cannot deny myself the pleasure of writing you a few 
lines, for the purpose of expressing to you both the happiness 
which £ feel at the news which has just reached me of joiif 
escape from a base attempt formed against you, and the 
sentiments of horror and indignation with which I was filled at 
the infamy and baseness of such an atrocious attack. I can 
only, in common with the rest of the nation, offer up thanks- 
giving to the supreme goodness of Divine Providence, for 
having protected a liTe so important to the great interests of our 
own country, and for the preservation of the general tranquillity 
of Europe. That you may long continue to enjoy a life so 
precious to us all, is the most ardent wish of your sincere ittid 

affectionate friend, 

*' George P. R.*' 

Lictter from the Emperor of Russia, dated Warsaw, March 
20,1818. 

*^ My Lord Marshal, 

'^ 1 have been informed that an attempt has threatened your 
life; Heaven did not allow it to succeed; and I am sincerdly 
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rejoiced thereat. Your military glory, joined to your elevated 
views and character, have associated you so closely with the 
maintenance of the general welfare, that it cannot but suffer 
from any circumstance that would tend to alienate you from it. 
This is a testimony which I feel pleasure in bearing towards 
yoa, and which i» independent of those claims which you have 
to my personal regard. A coincidence which the generosity of 
your sentiments will not fail to appreciate, is that, by the 
authority with vihich you have been invested by the confidence 
of the allies, you have exercised, and you will continue to 
exercise, a salutary influence in the country and in the very spot 
where malice has directed its impotent efforts against you. 
Receive, my Lord, the renewed assurance of my high esteem. 

(Signed) '^ Alex an deb." 

On the 26th December 1818, the Duke of Wellington was 
appointed Master-General of His Majesty's Ordnance of the 
United Kingdom; and in October 1819» to the government of 
Plymouth, vacant by the death of the Duke of Richmond. 

We shall conclude this Memoir with what we consider an 
accurate statement of the honors and appointments held by this 
distinguished officer. 

Field- Marshal of Great Britain, Russia, Austria, Prussia^ 
Spain, Portugal, and the Netherlands ; Duke, Marquess, and 
Earl of Wellington ; Knight of the most noble Order of the 
Garter; Knight Grand Cross of the most honourable Military 
Order of the Bath ; Marquess of Douro ; Viscount Wellington 
^ Talavera, and of Wellington in the County of Somerset ; 
Baron Douro of Wellesley ; Duke of Ciudad Rodrigo ; Duke 
ofVittoria; Marquess of Torres Vedras ; Count of Vimiera ; 
Grandee of Spain of the first class ; Prince of Waterloo ; 
Knight iji the Order of Maria Theresa of Austria ; of St. 
George of Russia ; of St. Esprit of France; of the Golden Fleece 
and St. Fernando of Spain ; of the Black Eagle of Prussia; 
of the Sword of Sweden ; of the Tower and Sword of Portugal ; 
of Wilbelm of the Low Countries ; of the Elephant of Den- 
9Nuk ; of the Crown of Rue of Saxony ; of Maximilian Joseph 
of Bavaria ; of Fidelity of Baden ; of the Annunciade of Sar- 
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dinia ; and of Ferdinand and St. Januarius of Sicily ; Colonel of 
die regiment of Royal Horse Guards, blue; Governor of 
Plymouth ; one of His Majesty's Most Honourable Privy Coun- 
cil ; and Master*General of the Ordnance. 

As Commander of the Forces in Spain and Portugal, he has 
the honor of wearing a cross and nine clasps, conferred for the 
following sieges and battles : Roleia and Vimiera, Talavera, 
fiusaco,Fuentes D'Onor, Ciudad Rodrigo, Badajoz, Salamanca^ 
Vittoria, Pyrenees, Nivelle, Nivi, Orthes, Toulouse. 

Appendix to the Memoir of Field-Marbhal, 
His Grace the Duke of Wellington. 

The Duke of Wellington's dispatches, forming official nar- 
ratives of events in which a principal part of the army was en- 
gaged, and distinctions having been granted to those officers 
whose names are honourably mentioned in them, their insertion 
in this work is considered essential ; thus, in examining the 
services of any officer holding honorary distinction, the reader 
will be enabled immediately to refer to the official account o( 
his conduct on the particular occasion which acquired it him. 

The official narratives of battles, 8cc. in the Peninsula, at 
which the Duke of Wellington did not actually command, as 
well as battles, 5cc. elsewhere, for which honorary distinctions 
have been conferred, are affixed to the services of the officers 
who conimanded, if now alive, or if deceased to the officers 
who were second in command. 

Battle of Roleia. 

'' Caldas, August 16, 1808., 

^' I marched from Lyrta, on the 13th, and arrived at Ahobaca 
on the IQth, which place the enemy had left on the preceding 
night, and I arrived here yesterday. The enemy, about 4000 io 
number, were posted about ten miles from hence, at Borica^' 
and they occupied Brilos, about three miles from hence, witfa 
their advanced posts. As the poftsession of this last village was. 
important to our future operations, I determined to occupy it ; 
and as soon as the British infantry arrived upon the ground I 
directed that it might be occupied by a detachoumt, consisting 
of four companies of riflemen of the 60th aad d5tfa regiments. 
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The enemy^ consisting of a small picquet. of infantry, and a few 
cavalry, made a, trifling resistance, and retired; but they wei;« 
followed by a detachment of our riflemen to the distance of 
three miles from Brilos. The riflemen were then attacked by 
a superior, body of the enemy, who attempted to cut them off 
from the main body of the . detachment to which they belonged^ 
which had now advanced to their support ; larger bodies of the 
enemy appeared on both the flanks of the detachment, and it 
was with difficulty that Major-General Spencer, who had gone 
out to Obidos, when he had heard that the riflemen had advan- 
ced in pursuit of the enemy, was enabled to effect their retreat 
to that village. They have since remained in posse^ssion of itj 
and the enemy have retired entirely from the neighbourhood. 

^' In this little affair of the advanced posts^i which was occa- 
sioned solely by the eagerness of the troops in pursuit of the 
enemy, I am concerned to add, that Lieutenant Banbury, of the 
2d battalion of the 95th, was killed, and the Honorable Captain 
Pakenham, wounded, but slightly : and we have lost some vaen^ 
of whose number I have not received the returns. 

"Head-quarters^ at Villa- Verde, August 17, 1808. 

''My Lord, 

*' The French General Laborde having continued in his po- 
sition at Roleia since my arrival at Caldas on the 15th instant, 
1 determined to attack it this morning. Roleia is situated on an 
eminence, having a plain in its front, at the end of the valley 
which commences at Caldas, and is closed to the southward by 
mountains, which join the hills, forming the valley on the left, 
looking from Caldas. in the centre of the valley, and about 
eight miles from Roleia, is the town and old Moorish fort of 
Obidos, from whence the enemy's picquets had been driven on 
the 15th ; and from that time he had posts on the liills on both sides* 
of the valley, as well as in the plain in front of his army, whicft^ 
was posted on the heights in the front of Roleia, its right restibjp 
upon the hills, its left upon an eminence on which was a winrf- 
nuilt, and the whole covering four, or five passes into the moun- 
tains in bis rear. 
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^< I have reason to believe that his force consisted of at least' 
6000 men, of which about 500 were cavalry, with five pieces 
of cannon ; and there was some reason to believe that General 
Loison, who was at Rio Maior yesterday, would join General 
Laborde by his righl in the course of the night. The plan of 
attack was formed accordingly, and the army, having broken 
up from Caldas this morning, was formed into three columns ; 
the right, consisting of 120 Portuguese infantry, and 50 Por- 
tuguese cavalry, destined to turn the enemy's left, and pene- 
trate into the mountains in his rear ; the left, consistmg of 
Major-General Ferguson's and Brigadier-General Bowes* bri- 
gades of infantry, three companies of riflemen, a brigade of 
light artillery, and twenty British and twenty Portuguese ca- 
valry, was destined, under the command of Major-Cyeneral 
Ferguson, to ascend the hills at Obidos, to turn all the enemy's 
posts on the left of the valley, as well as the right of the post 
at Roleia ; this corps was also destined to watch the motions 
of General Loison, on the enemy's right, who, I had heard, 
had moved from Rio Maior towards Alcoentre last night. 
The centre columns, consisting of Major-General Hill's, Bri- 
gadier-General Nightingale's, Brigadier-General Crawfurd's, 
and Brigadier-General Fane's brigades (with the exception of 
the riflemen detached with Major-General Ferguson), and 400 
Portuguese light infantry, the British and Portuguese cavalry, 
a brigade of nine- pounders, and a brigade of six-pounders, 
were destined to attack General Laborde's position in front. 
The columns being formed, the troops moved from Obidos 
about seven o'clock in the morning. Brigadier-General Fane's 
riflemen were immediately detached into the hills on the left of 
the valley, to keep up the communication between the centre 
and left columns, and to protect the march of the former along 
the valley, and the enemy's posts were successively driven in. 
Major-General Hill's brigade, formed in three columns of 
battalions, moved on the right of the valley, supported by the 
cavalry, in order to attack the enemy's left; and Brigadier-* 
Generals Nightingale and Crawfurd moved with the artitieiy 
along the high road, until at length the former formed in the 
plain immediately in die enemy's front, supported by the light 



THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON. \67 

infantrj companies, and the 45th regiment of Brigadier-Gene- 
ral Crawfurd's brigade, while the two other regiments of this 
brigade, (the 50th and 91st,) and half of the nine-pounder bri- 
gade, were kept as a reserve in the rear. Major-General Hill 
and Brigadier-General Nightingale advanced upon the enemy's 
position ; and, at the same moment, Brigadier-General Fane's 
riflemen were on the hills on the right ; the Portuguese infantrj 
in a village upon his left ; and Major- General Ferguson's column 
was descending from the heights into the plain. From this situ- 
ation, the enemy retired by the passes into the moutitaina widli 
the utmost regularity and the greatest celerity ; and, notwithstand* 
ing the rapid advance of the British infantry, the want of a suffi- 
cient body of cavalry was the cause of his 8u£Fering but little 
loss in the plain, 

'* It was then necessary to make a disposition to attack the 
formidable position which he had taken up. Brigadier-Gene- 
ral Fane's riflemen were already in the mountains on his right, 
and no time was lost in attacking the different passes, as well 
to support the riflemen as to defeat the enemy completely. 

'' The Portuguese infantry were ordered to move up a pass 
on the right of the whole ; the light companies of Major-Ge- 
neral Hill's brigade, and the 5th regiment, moved up a pass 
next on the right : and the 29th regiment, supported by the 
0th regiment under Brigadier-General N%htingale, a third pass ; 
and the 45th and 82d regiments, passes on the left. — ^These 
passes were all difficult of access, and some of them were 
well defended by the enemy, particularly that which was attacked 
by the 29th and 9th regiments. These regiments attacked wiA 
the greatest impetuosity, and reached the enemy before thost 
whose attacks were to be made on their flanks ; the defence of 
the enemy was desperate, and it was in this attack, (ftincipaUy, 
that we sustained the loss which we have to lament, particulaiiy 
of that gallant officer, the Honorable Lieutenant- Colonel Lake, 
who distinguished himself upon this occasion. The enemy was, 
however, driven from all the positions he had taken in the ^ 
passes of the mountains, and our troops were advanced in the 
plains on their tops. For a considerable length of time, the 99th 
and the 9th regiments alone were advanced to diis point, with 



Brigf|c|i(sr-General Face's riflemen at « distance On the left; and 
they were afterwards supported by the 5th reginoenti and hy the 
light companies of Migor-General Hill's brigade^ which had 
come up on their right, and by the other troops ordered to aa- 
qand the mountains^ who came up by degrees. The enemy here 
ipade three most gallant attacks upon tl)e £9tb and the 9th regi* 
ments, supported, as X have above stated with a view to cover 
the retreat of his defeated army in all of which he was, bow- 
ever, repulsed ; but he succeeded in effecting his retreat in good 
order, owing, principally to my want of cavalry^ and, secondly, 
to the difficulty of bringing Mp the passes of the mountains ^inth 
celerity^ a sufficient number of troops, and of cannon, to aup« 
port those which had first ascended. The loss of th^ en^my 
has, however, been very great, and he left three pieces of cfn*- 
noD in our hands. 

'^ I cannot sufficiently applaud the conduct of their troQpa 
throughout this action. The enemjf's positions were fonnki-i 
sible, and he took them up vvith his usual ability and celerity, and 
defended them most gallantly. But I must observe, that, al^ 
though we had such a superiority of numbers employed in the 
operation? of this day, the troops actually engaged in the heat 
cif the action were, from unavoidable circumstances^ only the 
5th, 9th, £9th, the riflemen of die 95th and 6Qth, and the flank 
companies of Major-General Hill's brigade, being a number by 
no m^ans equal to that of the enemy ; their conduct, thereforen 
deserves the highest commendation. J cannot avoid to take 
this opportunity of expressing my acknowledgments for the aid 
and support I received from all the general and other offieera 
of this army. I am particularly indebted to Major^GenenA 
Spencer for the advice and assistance I received from him ; to 
Major-Qeneral Ferguson, for the manner in which he led the 
left colwmu, and to Major-General Hill, and Brigadier-Gene* 
rals Nightingale and Fane, for the manner in which they con-« 
ducted the different attacks which they led. I derived most ma^ 
terial assistance, also, from Lieutenant-Colonel Tucker, end 
Lieutenant-Colonel Bathurst^in the offices of Deputy^Adjutant, 
and Deputy-Quarter-Master-General, and from the officers of 
the staff, employed under them. X must ^so mention that | 
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had every reason to be satisfied with the artillery, under Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Robe. 

*^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

(Signed) '^ Arthur Welleslby.*' 

BATTLE OV VIMIERA. 

Report of Sir Arthur WelUsley to Sir Harry Burrard. 

"Sir, Vimiera, August 21. 

*' 1 have the honor to report to you, that the enemy attacked u» 
in our position at Vimiera^ this morning. The village of Vimi^ 
era stands in a valley, through which runs the river Maceira ; af 
the back, and to the westward and northward of this village, it 
a mountain, the western point of which touches the sea, and the 
eastern is separated by a deep ravine from the heights, ovef 
which passes the road which leads from Liourinha and the notfh- 
ward to Vimiera. The greater part of the infantry, the Ist, ftd, 
Sd, 4th, 5th, and 8th brigades, were posted on this mountain^ 
with eight pieces of artillery; Major-Oeneral Hill's brigade be* 
ing on the right, Major-Oeneral Ferguson's on the left, havhig 
one battalion on the heights, separated from the mountain. On 
the eastern and southern side of the town, is a hill which is eiN 
tirely commanded, particularly on its right, by the mountain to 
the westward of the town, and commanding all the ground iri 
the neighbourhood to the southward and eastward, on which Bri-* 
gadier- General Fane was posted with his riflemen and the 50th 
regiment, and Brigadier-General Anstruther, with his briga^, 
with half a brigade of six-pounders, and half a brigade of nine- 
pounders, which had been ordered to the position in the course 
of last night. The ground over which passes the road to Lou^ 
rinha, commanded the left of this height, and it had not been oe« 
cupied, excepting by a picquet, as the camp had been taken up 
only for one night, and there was no water in the neighbourhood 
of this height.— The cavalry, and the reserve of artillery, were iq 
the valley, between the hills on which the infantry stood, both 
flanking and lupporting Brigadier-General Fsine's adi^nced 
guard. 
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'' The enemy fimt appeared at eight o'clock in the mornings 
in large bodies of cavalry on our left, upon the heights of the 
road to Lourinha; and it was soon obvious that the attack 
would he made upon our advanced guards and the left of our 
position; and Major^General Ferguson's brigade was imme- 
diately moved across the ravine to the heights^ on the road to 
Lourinha, with three pieces of cannon: he was followed suc- 
cessively by Brigadier-General Nightingale, with his brigade, 
and three pieces of cannon; Brigadier- General Ackland, with 
his brigade, and Brigadier-General Bowes, with his brigade. 
These troops were formed (Major- General Ferguson's brigade 
in the first line; Brigadier-General Nightingale's in the se- 
cond; and Brigadier-General Bowes' and Ackland's, in co- 
lumns, in the rear) on those heights, with their right upon the 
Talley which leads into Vimiera, and their left upon the other 
ravine, which separates those heights from the range which 
terminates at the landing-place at Maceira. On these last- 
mentioned heights, the Portuguese troops, which had been in 
the bottom near Vimiera, were posted in the first instance, and 
they were supported by Brigadier-General Crawfurd's brigade. 

" The troops of the advanced guard on the height to the 
southward and eastward of the town were deemed sufficient 
for its defence, and Major-General Hill was moved to the cen- 
tre of the mountain on which the great body of infantry had 
been posted, as a support to these troops, and as a reserve 
to the whole army. In addition to this support, these troops 
had that of the cavalry in the rear of their right. 

''The enemy's attack began in several columns upon the' 
whole of the troops upon this height: on the left they ad- 
Tanced, notwithstanding the fire of the riflemen, close to the 50tb 
regiment, and were checked and driven back, by the bayonets of 
the corps. The 2d battalion, 43d regiment, was likewise closely 
engaged with them in the road which leads into Vimie^; a 
part of that corps having been ordered into the church-yard 
to prevent them from penetrating into the town. On the right 
of the position they were repulsed by the bayonets of the 97th 
regiment, which corps was successively supported by the £d 
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battalion^ 52d regiment^ which, by an advance in column, took 
the enemy in flank. 

'* Besides this opposition given to the attack of the enemy on 
our advanced guard by their own exertions, they were attacked 
iu flank by Brigadier-General Ackland's brigade, in its advance 
to its position on the heights on the left, and a cannonade was 
kept up on the flank of the enemy's columns by the artillery on 
those heights. 

'^ At length after a most desperate contest, the enemy was 
driven back in confusion from this attack with the loss of seven 
pieces of cannon, many prisoners, and a great number of offi- 
cers and soldiers killed and wounded. He was pursued by the 
detachment of the 20th light dragoous; but the enemy V cav- 
alry were so much superior in numbers, that this detachment 
haa sufi^ered nuich ; and Lieutenant-Colonel Taylor was unfor- 
tunately killed. 

'' Nearly at the same time the enemy's attack commenced 
upon the heights, on the road to Lourinha. This attack was 
supported by a large body of cavalry, and was made with the 
usual impetuosity of French troops. It was received with stead- 
iness by Major- General Ferguson's brigade, consisting of the 
d6th, 40th, and 71st regiments; and these corps charged as 
soon as the enemy approached them, who gave way, and they 
continued to advance upon him, supported by the 82d, one of 
the corps of Brigadier-General Nightingale's brigade, which, 
as the ground extended, afterwards formed a part of the first' 
line, by the 29th regintent, and by Brigadier-General |^ Bowes' 
and Ackland's brigades; while Brigadier- General Crawfurd's 
brigades, and the Portuguese troops, in two lines, advanced 
along the heights on the left. In the advance of Major-6e- 
neral Ferguson's brigade, six pieces of cannon were taken 
fromi the enemy, with many prisoners, and vast numbers w^re 
killed and wounded. 

** The enemy afterwards made an attempt to recover a part 
of his artillery by attacking the 71st and 82d regiments, which 
were halted in a valley in which it had been taken. These 
regiments retired from the low grounds in the valley to the 
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bfughta, where they halted, faced about, fired, and advanced 
upon the enemy, who had by that time arrived in the Iqw 
ground, and they thus obliged him to retire with great loss. 

*' In this action, in which the whole of the French force in 
Portugal was employed, under the command of the Duke 
P'Abrautes in person, in which the enemy was certainly supe- 
rior .in cavalry and artillery, and in which not more than half of 
the British army was actually engaged^ he has sustained a sig- 
nal. defeat, and has lost thirteen pieces of cannon, twenty-three 
ammunition-waggons, with powder, shells, stores of all descrip- 
tioQ9, and 20,000 roiinds of musket-ammunition. One general 
oflEicer (Beniere) has been wounded and taken prisoner, and a 
great many officers and soldiers have been killed, wounded, and 
taken. 

^' The valor and discipline of his Majesty's troops have been 
conspicuous upon this occasion, as you, who witnessed the 
greater part of the action, must have observed; but it is a jus- 
tice to the following corps to draw your notice to them in a 
particular manner, viz. the royal artillery, commanded by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Robe; the ^Oth dragoons^ which bad 
been commanded by Lieutenant-Cdonel Taylor^ the ^Otb 
regiment, commanded by Colonel Walker; the 2d battalion, 
25th foot, commanded by Major Travers; the oth battalion, 
60th regiment, commanded by Major Davy; the 2d battalion, 
45d, commanded by Major Hull; the 2d- battalion, 52d, com- 
manded by Lieutenant-Colonel Ross;* th^ 97th regiment, com^ 
manded by Lieutenant* Colonel Lyon; the 36th regiment^ 
commanded by Colonel Bume; the 40th, commanded by Co« 
lonel Kemmis ; the 7 Ist, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Pack ; and the 82d regiment, commanded by Major Eyre. 

^' In mentioning Colonel Burne an4 the SQth regiment to 
you upon this occasion, I cannot ^void to add, that the regi49i^ 
and orderly conduct of this corps throughout this service, find, 
their gallantry and discipline in action, has been conspicuousL 

*' I must take this opportunity of acknowledging my obUgt*. 
tions to the general and staff officers of the ^roiy. I was much 
indebted to Major-Geneiral Speqc^Vjudgiosnt and experience. 
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in the decision which 1 formed with respect to the number of 
troops allotted to each point of defence^ and for his advice and 
assistance throughout the action. In the position taken tip by 
Major-General Ferguson's brigade^ and in its advance upon the 
enemy, that officer shewed equal bravery and judgment ; and 
much praise is due to Brigadier-Oeneral Fane, and Brigadier- 
General Anstruther, for their gallant defence of dieir positions 
in front of Vimiera, and to Brigadier-General Nightingale, for 
the manner in which he supported the attack upon the enemy, 
made by Major-General Ferguson. 

*^ Lieutenant-Colonel George Tucker, and Lieutenant'Colo-^ 
nel Batburst, and the officers in the departments of the Adju«> 
tant, and Quarter-Master-General, and Lieutenant-Colonel Tor* 
rens, and the officers of my personal staff, rendered me the great- 
est assistance throughout the action. 

" I have the honor to be, &c, 

(Signed) "Arthur Wbllesley/' 

N.B. " Since writing the above, I have been informed that 
a French general officer, supposed to be General Thebaull 
the chief of the staff, ^as been found dead upon the field of 
battle." 

Battle of Talaveba de la Retna. 

" My Lord, ** Talavera de la Reyna, July 29. 

^' General Cuesta followed the enemy's march with his army 
from the Alberche, on the morning of the 24th, as far as Santa 
Olalla, and pushed forwards his advanced guard as far ai Tor« 
rijos. For the reasons stated to your {lOrdship in my dispatches 
of the 24th, I moved only two divisions of infantry, and a bri* 
gade of cavalry, across the Alberche to Cassalegos, under the 
command of Lieutenant-General Sherbrooke, with a view to 
keep up the communication between General Cuesta and mc^ 
and with Sir Robert Wilson's corps at Escalona. It appears 
that General Venegas had not carried into execution that part of 
the plan of operation which related to his corps, and that he was 
still at Damiel, in La Mandia; and the enemy, i the course of 
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the £4tb^ 25th, and 26tb, collected all his forces in this part of 
Spain, between Torrijos and Toledo, leaving but a small corp^ 
of 2000 men in that place. His united army thus consisted of 
the corps of Marshal Victor, of that of General Sebastiani, and 
of 7 or 8000 men^ the guards of Joseph Buonaparte, and the gptT 
rison of Madrid, and it was commanded^ bj Joseph Buonaparte, 
aided by Marshals Jourdan and Victor, and General Sebastiapi, 
On the 26th General Cuesta's advanced guard was attacked near 
Torrijos, and 'obliged to fall back, and the General retired with 
his army on that day to the left bank of the Alberche, General 
Sherbrooke continuing at Cassalegos, and the enemy at Santa 
Olalla. It was then obvious that the enemy intended to try 
the result of a general action, for which th^ best position ap- 
peared to be in the neighbourhood of Talavera ; and General 
Cuesta having consented to take up this position on the morn- 
ing of the 27th, I ordered General Sherbrooke to retire with 
his corps to its station in the line, leaving General M^Kenziei 
with a division of infantry and a brigade of cavalry, as an ad- 
vanced post in the wood, on the right of the Alberche, which 
covered our left flank. 1 he position taken up by the troopa iftt 
Talavera extended rather more than two miles; the grotiwl 
was open upon the left, where the British army was stationed, 
and it was commanded by a height, on which was, in echelon 
and in second line, a division of infantry, under the orders of 
Major-General Hill. There was a valley between this height 
and a range of mountains still further upon Ae left, which 
valley was not at first occupied, as it was commanded by the 
heights before mentioned; and the range of mountains a^ 
peared too distant to, have any influence, upon the expected 
action. The right, consisting of Spanish troops, extended ioh 
mediately in front of the town of Talavera down to the Tagmu 
This part of the ground was covered by olive trees, and mud^; 
intersected by banks and ditches. The high road leading fi;ooi- 
the bridge 'over the Alberche was defended by a heavy battaqf. 
in front of a church, which was occupied by Spanish infantrjb* 
All the avenues. to the town were defended in a similar mannei^j 
the town was occupied, and the remainder of the Spanish infaiK 
try was formed in two lines behind the banks on the roads leajd-: 
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ing from the town and the right, to the left of our position. la 
the centre, between the two armies, there was a commandiag 
spot of ground, on which we had begun to construct a redoubt, 
with some open ground in its rear. Brigadier-General Alexander 
Campbell was posted at this spot with a division of infantry 
supported in his rear by General Cotton's brigade of dragoons 
and some Spanish cavalry. At about two, on the 27th, the 
enemy appeared in strength, on the left bank of the Alberche 
and manifested an intention to attack General Mackenzie's divi- 
sion. The attack was made before they could be withdrawn - 
but the troops, consisting of General Mackenzie's and Colonel 
Donkin's brigades, and General Anson's brigade of cavalry, and 
supported by General Payne, with the other four regiments of 
cavalry, in the plain between Talavera and the wood, with- 
drew in good order, but with some loss, particularly by the 
2d battalion 87 th regiment, and 2d battalion 31st regiment, iu 
the wood. Upon this occasion, the steadiness and discipline 
of the 45th regiment, and the 5th battalion 60th regiment, were 
conspicuous ; and I had particular reason for being satisfied 
with the manner in which Major-General Mackenzie withdrew 
bis advanced guard. As the day advanced, the enemy appeared 
in large numbers on the right of the Alberche, and it was ob- 
vious that he was advancing to a general attack on the combined 
army. General Mackenzie continued to fall back gradually 
upon the left of the position of the combined armies, where he 
was placed in the second lin6, in the rear of the guards, Colonel 
Donkin being placed in the same situation further upon the left 
in the rear of the King's German Legion. The enemy imme- 
diately commenced his attack in the dusk of the evening, by a 
cannonade upon the left of our position, and by an attempt with 
bia cavalry y to overthrow the Spanish infantry, posted, as I 
liftve before stated, on the right : this attempt failed entirely. 
Early in the night he pushed a division aLng the valley, on the. 
left of the height occupied by General Hili, of which he gained 
a momentary possession, but Major-General Hill attacked it. 
instantly, and regained it. This attack was repeated in the night, 
but failed, and again at day-light, in the morning of the 28th, by. 
two divisioQii of infontry, and was jepidsed by Major-General . 
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Hill. Major-General Hill has reported to me in a particular 
mabaer the conduct of the 29th regiment^ and of the iirst balp 
talion 48th regiment, in these different affairs^ as well as that, of 
Major-General Tilson and Brigadier-General Richard Stewart. 
We have lost many brave officers and soldiers in the de;feac4 
of this important point in our position ; among others I cannot 
avoid to mention Brigade-Major Fordyce and Brigade*Mqor 
Gardner ; and Major-General Hill was himself wounded^ bat^ 
I am happy to say^ but slightly. — The defeat of this attempt 
was followed about noon by a general attack of the enemj^t 
whole force, upon the whole of that part of the position occu* 
pied by the British army. In consequence of the repeated 
iiittempts upon the height on our left, by the valley, I had 
placed two brigades of British cavalry in that valley, supported 
in the rear by the Due d'Albuquerque's division of Spaottk 
cavalry. The enemy then placed light infantry in the range 
of mountains on the left of the valley, which were supported 
by a division of infantry under Lieutenant- General de Baasf^ 
court. The general attack began by the march of several 
columns of infantry int6 the valley, with a view to attack tiie 
heights occupied by Major-General Hill. These columns 
were immediately charged by the 1st German light dragoontfy 
and the 23d dragoons, under the command of General Anaooi 
directed by Lieutenant-General Payne, and supported hf 
General Fane's brigade of heavy cavalry; and although th# 
d3d dragoons suffered considerable loss^ the charge had the 
effect of preventing the execution of that part of the enemy^a 
plan. At the same time he directed an attack upon Brigadier 
General Alexander Campbell's position, in the centre of tbi 
combined armies, and on the right of the British. This at- 
tack was most successfully repuhed by Brigadier-Geneial' 
Campbell, supported by the King's regiment of Spanish cavd*" 
ry, and two battalions of Spanish infantry ; Brigadier-General 
Campbell took the enemy's cannon. The Brigadier-General 
mentions particularly the conduct of the 97th, the 2d battolioa 
7th, and of the 2d battalion 53d regiments ; and I wal highly 
satisfied with the manner in which this part of the position wai 
defended. An attack waa also made at die same time upon 
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'jl^ieuUnant-Geifieral Sherbrooke 's division, which Was pn thd 
.left and. centre of the lit .line of the British army. This attack 
.!was niost gallantly repulsed by a -charge with bayonets, by the 
. wvhole division ; but the brigade of gMards, \vbic)i \v«re on .(be 
•right, having advanced top far, they were exposed on their left 
. flank to the fire of the enemy's hatte/y, . and of tlieir retiring 
.columns ; and the division was obliged to retice to]W'ards the 
original position^ under cov^r of tbe %A Ivie of General Cottpn> 
brigade of cavalry, which I had mpyed, from the centre, and of 
..the 1 St battalion .4Bth regio^ent. I had moved this regio^en^ 
from its original position on the heights, i^i soon v^ I observed 
the adv^ice of (he guards.; apd it w^s foxiped in th^ plain^ ami 
advanced upon the, enemy, apd covered thp formation of Lieu- 
tenant-General Sherbrooke's dlvisiqu. Shortly after the r^ 
pulie of this genecal atti^ck, in which apparently all the ene- 
my *s troops \\QX^ employed, he comnaenced his retreat .acrpas 
the Alberche, vihicb was conducted in the piost/egidar order, 
and was effected during the nigjit, leaving in our bands 2Q 
.pieces of cannon, ammunition, tumbrils, and, some prisoners. 
Your Lordship wiU. observe, by tlip enclosed return, the gre^ 
loss >ve luive susti^ioed of valuable oflicers and soldiers, in thi^ 
.long and hard-jfotiglit action, with mure than double ou;* nunif 
Jber*, that of the enemy has been much greater. 1 am inforpf* 
.ed that entire brigades of infantry have bqen destroyed.; ancL 
indeed, the batUilions tba^t retreat^ed were mug^ reduced ip 
jnurobers. JBy all accoupts th,eir lo^s is 10,QpO ii^en. Gen^ral^ 
..Lapisse and Morlpt were killed ; GjS^ier^U Sebastijini and Bour 
let wounded* /lha,ye particularly to {ament the loss of Major- 
.General Mackenzie, who had dis^f^ui^hed himself on tlie 
/^7th, and of Qrig^dieir-Geueral Lanj^werth of the King's Gcrr 
.man legion, and of Brigade-Major Becket of the gt^urds. Your 
Lordshjp will obs(*rye, thftt the attac|cs of the enemy wexe prip- 
x:ipall/, if npt entirely, directed against the British troops. -r 
The Spanish commanders-in-chief, his qilicers, and tropps, ma- 
.nifested .every disposition to repder us ass^st^nce^ and those of 
them which were engaged did their duty ; but the gropnd which 
•they occppiied was so important, and its front at the same time 
,;bo difficult, that \ di4 not {\m)f. it proper to urge tliepi to xmka 
if. H. Cal, ' I. M 
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any movement on the left of the enemy, while he was engaged 
Avith us. 1 have reason to be satisfied with the conduct of all 
the officers and troops. I am much indebted to Lieutenant- 
General Sherbrooke for the assistance I received from him, 
and for the manner in which he led on his division to the cbarg^e 
with bayonets. To Lieutenant-General Payne and the cavalry, 
particularly General Anson's brigade; to Major-Generals Hill 
and Tilson, Brigadier-Generals Alexander Campbell, Robert 
Stewart, and Cameron, and to the divisions and brigades of 
infantry under their commands respectively, particularly the 
%9th regiment, commanded by Colonel White; the Ist battalion 
4dth; by Colonel Donnellan, afterwards, when that officer Was 
wounded, by Major Middlemore; the 2d battalion 7tb, by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sir W.Myers; the 2d battalion 59d, 1^ 
Lieutenant-Colonel Bingham ; the 97th, by Colonel Lyon ; die 
}8t battalion of detachments, by Lieutenant-Colonel Bunburj; 
and the 2d battalion Slst by Major Watson ; and of the 45tb, 
by Lieutenant-Colonel Guard; and 5th battalion 60tb^ c^bb- 
tnanded by Major Davy on the 27th. The advance of tile 
brigade of guards was most gallantly conducted by Brigadier- 
General Campbell ; and, when necessary, that brigade retired, 
and formed again in the best order. The artillery, under Bri- 
gadier-General Howorth, was also tlu'oughout these days of tbe 
greatest service ; and I have every reason to be satisfied with die 
assistance I received from the chief engineer, Lieutenant-ColoMl 
Fletcher^ the Adjutant-General, Brigadier-Greneral the Honorable 
Charles Stewart, and the Quarter-Master-General, Colond 
Murray, and the officers of those departments respectively, and 
from Colonel Bathurst and the officers of my personal staff. I 
also received nduch assistance from Colonel O'Lawler, of fbe 
Spanish service, and from Brigadier-General Whittingham, who 
was wounded when bringing up the two Spanish battalions to 
the assistance of Brigadier-General Alexander Campbell. I 
seiid this by Captain Lord Fitzroy Somerset, who will give 
your Lordship any further information, and whom I beg to re- 
commend. 

" Arthub WeLLESItEY." 

'* To Lord Viscount Castlereagh." 
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Battle of Busaco. 

" My Lord, *' Coimbra, September 30th, 18I(X 

'^ While the enemy was advancing from Celerico and Fran- 
coso upon Vizeu, the different divisions of militia and Ordo- 
nenza, were employed upon their flank and rear ; and Colonel 
Trant, with his division, attacked the escort of the military 
chest ^nd reserve artillery, near Tojal, on the SOth instant. He 
took two officers, and 100 prisoners, but the enemy collected 
a force from the front and rear, which obliged him to retire 
again towards the Douro. 

'^ I understand that the enepiy's communication with Al- 
meida is completely cut off; and he possesses only the ground 
on which his army stands. 

'^ On the 21st the enemy's advanced guard pushed on to St* 
Cambudao, at the junction of the river Criz and Dao; and| 
Brigadier-General Pack retired across the fprmeri and joined 
Brigadier-General Craufurd at MortagOl^, having destroyed 
the bridges over those two rivers. The enemy's advanced guard 
crossed the Criz, having repaired the bridge on the 2dd, and 
the whole of the 6th corps was collected on tl^e other side of 
the river; and 1 therefore withdrew the chivalry through 4ie 
Sierra de Busaco, with the exception of three squadrons, aa the 
ground was unfavorable for the operations of that arnoy. 

** On the 25th, the whole of the 6th and of the 2d corps 
crossed the Criz, in the neighbourhood of St. Cambudao ; and 
Brigadier-General Craufurd's division, and Brigadier-General 
Pack's brigade, retired to the position which I had fixed upon 
for the army, on the top of the Sierra de Busaco. These troops . 
were followed in this movement by the whole of the corps of 
Ney and Regnier, (the 6th and 2d,) but it was conducted by Bri- 
gadier-General Craufurd with great regularity, and the troops 
took their position without. sustaining any loss of importance* 

" The 4th Portuguese ca^adores, which had retired on the 
right of the other troops, and the ^picquets of the 3d division 
of infantry which was posted at St. Antonio de Cantaro, under 
Major Smith of ttie 45tb, were, engaged with the advance of 



180 fitir^ intariH)aljC* 

Regnier s corps in Uie afternoon, and the former showed diat 
steadiness and gallantry which others of the Portuguese troops 
have since uianifesied. 

'^ The Sierra de Busaco is a high ridge which extends from 
the 'Moudego in a northerly direction about eight tniles. At 
the highest point of the ridge, about two miles from its ter- 
mination, is the convent and garden of Busaco. The Sierra of 
Busaeo is connected by a mountainous tract of country, with the 
Sierra de Caramula, which -extends in -a north-easterly £rection 
beyond Vizeu, and separates the valley of Mondegb from the 
valley of the'Donro, on the left of the M ondego. Nearly in a line 
with the Sierra de Busaco, is another ridge of the same de- 
scription, which is called the Sierra de Murcella^ covered by 
the river Alva, and connected by other mounta'mous CrtCtt 
with the Sierra d'Estrella. AH the roads to Counhra from 
the eastward, lead over one or the other of these Sierfas. They 
are very diflScult for the passage of an army, the approach to 
the top of the rid^e on both sides being mountainous. Aa the 
enemy'^s \^hole army -was on the ridge of the MondegOj anil it 
was evident that he intapdod to force our position, Lieutenaiit- 
General Hill crossed that Tiver, by a short movement to til 
left, on the morning of the 26tb, leaving Colonel le Cor with 
his brigade on the Sierra de Murcella to cover the ri^t 
of the army ; and Major-General Fatie^ with his division of 
Portuguese cavalry, and the 13fh light dragoons, in front of 
the Alva, to observe and check the movements of the enemy'i 
cavalry on the Mondego. With this exception^ the whcde 
iarmy was collected upon the Sierra de Busaco, with (he Bri- 
tish cavalry observing the plain in the rear of its left, and' the 
Toad leading from Montagon to Oporto, through the moun- 
tainous tract whicli connects the Sierra de Busaco with the 
Sierra de Caramula. 

^^ llie eighth corps joined the enemy'in our front on the t5ih, 
.but he did not malce any serious attaelc on that day. Tlie light 
troops on l)oth sides were engaged throughout the line. At six 
in the moroing of the 27th, the enemy made two desperate at- 
tacks npon our position, the one on our ri^t, and the oAer on 
our left, of the highest point of (he Sierra. The attadk iipoa 
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the right wa» made by two divisions of the 2d corps, on that 
part of the Sierra occupied by the 3d division of infantry. One 
division of French infantry arrived at the tdp of the ridge, 
when it was attacked in the most gallant manner by the 88th 
regiment^ under the command of the Honorable Lieutenant- 
Colonel Wallace, and the 45th regiment, under the command 
of the Honorable Lieutenant- Colonel Meade, and by tlie 8th 
Portuguese regiment, under the command of Lieutenant-Co- 
lonel Douglas, directed by Major-General Picton. 

** These three corps advanced with the bayonet, and drove 
the enemy's division from the advantageous ground which they 
had obtained. The other division of the second corps attacked 
further on the right, by the road leading by St. Antonio d^ 
Cantaro, also in front of Major-General Picton's division. 
This division was repulsed before it could| reach the top of the 
ridge by the 74th regiment, under the command of the Hono- 
rable Lieutenant-Colonel Trench, and the brigade of Portuguese 
infantry, under the command of Colonel Champlemonde directed 
by Colonel Mackinnon. Major-General l^ith also moved to 
his left, to the support of Majof-General Picton, and aided iq 
the defeat of th^ enemy on this post, by the Sd battalion Royak^ 
and die first battalion, and the 2d battalion of the 38th regi« 
ment. 

** In these attacks Major-Generals Leith and Picton, Colo- 
nels Mackinnon, and Champlemonde of the Portuguese service, 
who was wounded, Lieutenant-Colonel Wallace, the Honor- 
able Lieutenant-Colonel Meade, Lieutenant-Colonl Sutton of 
the 9th Portuguese regiment. Major Smith of the 45th regiment, 
who was unfortunately killed, Lieutenant-Colonel Douglas, and 
Major Birmingham, of the 8th regiment, distinguished them- 
selves. Major-General Picton reports of the 9th and Slst 
Portuguese regiments, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Sut^ 
ton, and Lieutenant-Colonel de Aronje Bacellar, and of the 
Portuguese artillery, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Arents- 
child. I have also to mention, in a particular manner, the con- 
duct of Captain Dancy, of the 88th regiment. Major-General 
Leith reports the good conduct of the Royals, 1st battalion 9th, 
and 2d batulion 38th regiment ; 9nd I beg to assure your Lord-- 



ship, tfa^t I never witnessed a more gallant dttack than that 
made by the SStfa and 45 th, and 8tb Portuguese reginieiAs,- on 
the enemy's division which had reached the ridge of the Sierra. 
On the left the enekny attacked with thre^Mivisions of irifaiftry 
of the 6th corps^ that part of the Sierra occupied by th^ 1^ 
division, commanded by Brigadier-General Craufurd, and by 
the brigade of Portuguese infantry commanded by Brigadier- 
General Pack. One division of infantry only made any pro- 
gress towards the top of the hill, and they were imme^fiately 
(Charged with the bayonet by Brigadier-General Craufurd with 
the 4Sth, 52d, and 95th regiments, and the 3d Portuguese ca- 
gadores, and driven down with immense loss. — Brigadier-Gene- 
ral Coleman's brigade of Portuguese mfantry, which was id re- 
serve, was moved up to support (he right of Brigadier-General 
Craufurd's divi!sion, and a battalion of the 19th Portuguese re- 
giment, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel JMaclbean, 
made a gallant and successful charge u^on a body of anotbei' di- 
vision of the enemy, which was endeatouring to penetrate in 
that quarter. Is this attack Brigadier-General Craufurd, Lieii- 
tenant-Colonels Beckwith of the 95th, and Barclay of the 52d, 
and the commanding officers of the regiments engaged, distin- 
guished themselves. 

*' Besides these attacks, the light troops of the two armies were 
engaged throughout the 27 th ; and the 4th Portuguese cagadores, 
and the 1st and l6th regiments, directed by Brigadier-Gene- 
ral Pack, and commanded by Lieutenant-C(^oneI de Rego 
Bonito, Lieutenant-Colonel Hill, and Major Armstrong, showed 
great steadiness and gallantry. The loss sustained by the enemy 
in his attack on the 27th has been enormous. I understand that 
the General of divisi6n Merle, and General Maucum, Are 
wounded, and General Simon was taken prisoner by the 52d 
regiment, and three colonels, 33 officers, and 250 men. 

^' The enemy left 2000 killed upon the iSeld of battle, and I 
understand from the prisoners and deserters, that the loss in 
wounded is immense. The enemy did not renew his attack, ex- 
cepting by the fire of his light troops on the 28th, but he moved 
a large body of infantry and cavahry from the left of his centre to 
his rear, from whence I saw his edValry in march on the rowd 
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which leads from Mortagoa over the mountains towards Oporto. 
Having thought it probable that he would endeavour to turn, 
our left b> that road, I had directed Colonel Trant, with his di* 
vision of militia, to march to Sardao^ with the intention that he 
would occupy those mountains, but, unfortunately, be was i^nt 
round by Oporto, by the General Officer commanding in tfa^ 
north, in consequence of a small detachment of the enemy bejpg 
in possession of St. Pedro de Sul ; and, notwithstanding the 
efforts which he made to arrive in time, he did not reach Sardao 
till the 28th, at night, after the eneyny was in possession of the 
ground. 

^^ As it was probable that in the course of the night of the 
^8th the enemy would throw his whole army upon that road, 
by which he could avoid the Sierra Busaco, aqd reach Coimbra 
by the high road to Oporto, and thus the army would have 
been exposed to be cut off from that town, or to a general ac- 
tion on less favorable ground ; and as I had reinforcements in- 
my rear, I was induced to withdraw from the Sierra de l^usaco. 
The enemy did break upon the mountains at eleven at night of 
the £8tb, and he made the march expected. His advanced 
guard was at Avelans, in the road from Oporto to Coimbra 
yesterday ; and the whole army was seen in mareh through tb.6 
mountains; that under my command, however, wa« already in 
the low country, between the Sierra de Busaco and the sea ; 
and the whole of it, with the exception of the advanced guard, 
is this day on the left of the Mondego. Although, from the un- 
fortunate circumstance of the delay of Colonel Trant's arrival ajt 
Sardaoy I am apprehensive that I shall not succeed in effectii^ 
the object I bad in view in passing the Mondego, and in oc- 
cupying the Sierra de Busaco, I do not regret my having done 
so. This movement has afforded me a favourable opportunity 
of showing the enemy the description of troops of which this 
army is composed ; it has brought the Portuguese levies into 
action with the enemy for the first time, in an advantageous si- 
tuation : and they have proved that the trouble which has been 
taken with them has not been throvyn away, and that they are 
worthy of contending in the same ranks with British troops, in 
this interesting cause, which they afford the beat hopes of saving. 



^' Tlirou^out tBe fiontest upon the Sierra, and in afl ttic pfe«^ 
^ous marchiss, and ih those t9bich we have since made, tke' 
whole army han^e conducted themselves in the roost regukr 
ihanner. Accoi'dil^^y, all the ojieraitions have been carried oir 
virith ease, the soldiei's have sufiiVired no privations, have under-' 
gone no unnecessary fatigue, there has bedn no loss of stores, 
and the army is in the highest spirits.' I have received, through- 
out the service, th^ greatest Assistance from the General and 
Staff Officers. Lieutenant^eneral Sir Brent Spencer has gi¥en* 
ihe the assistance which his experience enables him to afford 
me ; and I am particularly indebted to the Adjutant and Qiiar- 
i6r-Master General, and officers of their departinentSy and 
to Libntenant-Coionel Bathurst,' and the officers of my personal 
^a^; to Brijgadier-General Ho'worth; and the artillery,* and par- 
ticularly to Lieuteiiant-Colonfef Fletcher, Captain Chapman/ 
and the officers of the Royal Engineers. I must likewise meu^ 
tion Mr. Kennedy and the officers of the Commissariat, whichr 
department has been carri^ on most successfully. 

'' f should not do justice to tfaie s^vice, or to my own feeU 
ihgs, if 1 did not take this oppo^unity 6( drawing your Lord-* 
ship's attention' to the merits of Marshal Beresfbrd. To him 
cfxclusively, under the Portuguese government,' is due the merit 
€€ having raised/ formed, disciplined, aUd equipped, the Portu-' 
gnese army, which has now sbown itself capable of engaging 
aiid defeating the enemy, f have besides received from him/ 
upo/n all occasions, all the assistance which his experience and 
abilities, and. knowledge of this coutatry, have qualified him icf 
afford me. The enemy have malde no movement in Estrema- 
dura, or in the northern provinces, since I addressed your Lord- 
ship last. My last accomits from Cadiz are of the 9th instant. 
I inclose a return 6f the killed and wounded of the allied armier 
in the course of the 25lh, 26ih, 27th, and 28th instant. I send 
this dispatch by my aid-de-camp. Captain Burgh, to whom 1 
beg to refer your Lordship for any further details, and to re-^ 
bommend him to your Lordship's notice. 

*^ I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) '^ Wellington.''^ 

'^ To the Earl of Liverpool/' 



THE DUKfi OF ^tELLmGTON- Hi 

Battle of Fuentes D'ONoit. 

'' Villa Formosa, 8tb May, 181 1 / 
*' My Lord, 
'' The enemy's whole aimy, consisdDg of the 2d, 6th, and 
^th corps, iind all the cavalry which could be Collected in* 
Castile and Leon, iticlading about nbe hundred of th^ 
imperial guard, crossed the Agueda at Ciudad Rodrigo on 
the 2d instant. The battalions of the 9th corps' hiad been joined 
to the regiments to which they belonged in the other three corps, 
excepting a division consisting of battalions belonging to regi* 
merits in the corps doing duty in Andalusia; which division 
likewise formed part of the army. As my object in maintain- 
ing a position betVtreen the Coa and the Agueda, after the' 
enemy had retiir^d ffom the former, was to blockade Almeiday 
which place, I had leantt from intercepted letters and other 
information, was ill supplied with provisions for its garrison, and* 
^s the enemy wer^ infinitely superior to us in cavalry, I did not 
give Btij opposition to their march, and tfaey passed the Azavo on 
that evening in the neighbourhood of Espeja, Carpio, and Galle- 
gos. ■ They continued their march on the 3d in the morning' 
towards the Duas Casas, in three columns, two of them consist-' 
ing of the Qd and 8th corps, to the neighbourhood of Almeida 
and Fort Conception, and the 3d, consisting of the \Vhole of th^ 
cavdry arid the 6th; and that part of the 9th corps ^^hich had 
not already been drafted into the other tliree. The allied army 
had been cantoned along the riVer Duas Casas, and on the 
sources of the Azavo, the light division at Gallegos and Espeja^ 
This last fell bsick upoU Fuentes D'Onor, on the Duas Casas/ 
with the British cavalry, in proportion as the enemy advanced^ 
nnd the 1st, 3d, and 7th divisions were collected at that place ; 
and the 6th division, under Major-General Campbell, observed 
the bridge at Alameda ; and Major-General Sir William 
Erskine, with the 5th division, the passages of the Duas Casas, 
stt Fort Conception, and Aldea* d'Obispo. Brigadief-General 
Pack^s brigade, with the queen*s regiment from the 6th division, 
kept the blockade of Almeida, and I had prevailed upon Don 
Julian Sanchez to occupy Nave d'Aver with his corps of Spanish 
cavalry and infantry. The light division were moved in the 
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evening to join General Campbell, upon finding that the enemy 
\vere in strength in that quarter ; and they were brought back 
again to Fuentes d'Onor on the morning of the 5th; when it 
. was found that the 8th corps had joined the 6th on the enenny's 
left. Shortly after the enemy had formed on the ground on .the 
right of the Duas Casas^ on the afternoon of the 3d they attacked 
with a very large force the village of Fuentes d'Onor^ which 
was defended in a most gallant manner by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Williams^ of the 6th battalion 60th regiment, in command of 
the light infantry battalions belonging to Major-General Picton's 
divisiouy supported by the light infontry battalion in Major-General 
Nightingairsbrigade, commanded by Major Dick of the 42d regi- 
ment, and the light infantry battalion in Major-General Howard's 
brigade, commanded by Major M'Donnell of the 92d regiment, 
and the light infantry battalion of the King's German legion, 
commanded by Major Ally of the Sd battalion of the line, and 
by the 2d battalion of the 83d regiment under Major Carr. 
These troops maintained their position ; but having observed 
the repeated efforts which the enemy were making to obtain 
possession of the village, and being aware of the advantage 
which they would derive from the possession in their subsequent 
operations, I reinforced the village successively with die 71 at 
regiment, under the Honorable Lieutenant-Colonel Cadogan,. 
and the 79th under Lieutenant-Colonel Cameron, and the 24tb. 
regiment under Major Chamberlain. The former, at the head 
of the 7 1st regiment, charged the enemy, and drove them from 
the part of the village of which they had obtained a momentary 
possession. Nearly at this time Lieutenant- Colonel Williams 
was unfortunately wounded, but I hope not dangerously, and 
die command devolved upon Lieutenant-Colonel Cameron of 
the 79th regiment. The contest continued till night, when our 
troops remained in possession of the whole. 1 then withdrew 
the light infantry battalions and the 8dd regiment, leaving the 
7 1st and 79th regiments only in the village, and the 2d battalion 
24th regiment to support them. On the 4th the enemy recon- 
noitred the positions which we had occupied on the Duaa 
Casas river, and during that night they moved General Junot'a 
corps from Alameda to the left of the. position occupied by. 
the 6th corps, opposite to Fuentis d'Onor, From the course 
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of the recornioissaote of the 4th, I had imagiiied that the enemy 
vrouM eddeaTOiir to obtain possession of Fuentes d'Onor, and 
of tile gi^ound occupied by the troops behind that village, by 
<:rossiilg the Duas Casas at Poya Velho, and in the evening I 
moved the 7th division, under Major-General Houston, to the 
right, in order, if possible, to protect thai passage. On the 
morning of the 5th, the 8th corps appeared in two columns^ with- 
M the cavalry, on the opposite side of the valley of the Diiaa 
Casas to Poya Velho ; and as the 6th and Qth corps also made 
a! movement to their left, the light division, which had been 
brought back from the neighbourhood of Alameda, wa»sent 
with the cavalry under Sir Stapleton Cotton to support Major- 
General Houston, while the 1st and 3d divisions made a move- 
ment to their right along the ridge between the Turon and 
Duas Casas rivers, corresponding to that of the 6th and 9th 
corps on the right of the Duas Casas. The 8th corps attacked 
Major-General Houston's advanced guard, consisting of the 85th 
regiment under Major Mcintosh, and the 2d Portuguese ca^a-j 
dores under Lieutenant-Colonel Nixon^ and obliged them to 
retire ; and they retired in good order, aldiougb with some los0.^ 
The 8th corps being thus established in- Poya Velho, th« 
enemy's cavalry turned the right of the 7th division between 
Poya Velho and Nave d'Aver, from which last' place Don 
Julian Sanchez had been obliged to retire, and the cavalry 
charged. The charge of the advanced guard of the enemy 'a 
cavalry was met by two or three squadrons of the different regi«' 
ments of British dragoons, and the enemy were driven back, and 
Colonel La Motte of the 13th chasseurs, and some prisoners, 
taken. The main body were checked and obliged to retire by 
the fire of Major-General Houston's division ; and I particularly 
observed the chasseurs Britanniques, under Lieutenant-ColoneJ 
Eustace, as behaving in the most steady manner, and Majors 
General Houston n^ntionsSn high terms the conduct of a detach^ 
ment of the Duke of Brunswick's light infantry. Notwith- 
standing that this charge was repulsed, 1 determined to concen- 
trate our force towards the left, and to move the 7 th and light 
divisions, and the cavalry from Poya Velho towards Fuentes 
d'Onor, and the other two divisions. I had occupied Poyit 



Velbo and that neighboufhobd, in hopes that I should be alUlpr 
to maintain the communication across the Coa by Sabugal^ aH' 
well a9 provide for the blockade^ which objectSi it was nov 
obvious, were incompatible with each other, and I therefore 
abandoned that which was the least important, and placed the 
light division in reserve^ in the rear of the left of the 1st diviaioor 
and the 7lh division on some commanding ground beyornl the 
Turon, which protected the right flank and rear of the Ut div^ 
siou, and covered our communication with the Coa, and pre-^ 
vented that .of Ut^ enemy with Almeida, by the roads between 
the Turpn, and that river. The movement of tlie troops upon 
this occasion was well conducted, although under very ciitical 
circumstances, by Major-General Houston, Brigadier-Genial 
Craufurd, and Lieutenant-General Sir Stapleton Cotton. The 
7th division was covered in its passage of the Turon by tbe light 
division under Brigadier-General Craufurd^ and this last, in its 
march to join the 1st division, by the British cavalry. Our 
position thus extended on the high ground from the Turon to 
tjie Duas . Casas. The 7th division on the left of the Turon, 
covered the rear of the right ; the first division, in two lines, 
were on the right ; Colonel Ashworth's brigade, in two lines, in 
the centre ; and the Sd division, in two lines, on the left. I'be. 
light division and British cavalry in reserve; and tbe vi\lage 
of Fuentes d'Onor in front of the left. Don Julian's infantry 
joined the 7th division in Freneda ; and I sent him with l|is 
cavalry to endeavour to interrupt the enemy's communication 
with Ciudad Rodrigo« The enemy's efforts on the right part .of 
our position, after it was occupied as I have above described, 
were confined to a cannonade, and to some charges with their 
cavalry upon the advanced posts. The picquets of the first 
division, under Lieutenant- Colonel Hill, of the Sd regiment of 
guards, repulsed one of these ; but as they were falling back, 
they did not see the direction of another in suflicient time to 
form to oppose it, and Lieu tenant* Colonel Hill was taken prison- 
er, aiid many men were wounded aild some taken, before a de- 
tachment of the British cavalry could move up to their support* 
The 2d battalion, 42d regiment, under .Lord Blantyre, also 
repulsed a charge of the cavalry directed f^punst tham. They 
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likewise attempted to push a body of light iofantry down th« 
dUTine of the Turon to the right bf the first division, which were 
repulsed by the light infaiitry of the guards, under Lieutenant- 
Colonel G^iise, aided by five companies of the 9^th, under 
K^hptain '0'Hai:a. Major-^Generai JNightingaJ] was wounded 
in the course of the cannonade, but I hope not severely. The 
enemy's principal effort ^-as throughout this day again directed 
-against Fueotes d'Ouor ; and notwithstanding ihat (lie whole of 
4fae 6th corps was at different periods of the day employed to 
\attack this village, tliey could never gain more than a temporary 
possession of it. Ijt was defended by the ^4th, 7 1 st, and 79tb 
regioients, und,er thexommand of (Colonel Cameron; and these 
troops were supported hy the light infantry battalions in the 3d 
-division, .commanded by Major Woodgate; ^h^ light infantry 
l>attalioiis \u the 1st division^ commanded by Major .Dick^ 
Major Macdonald, and Major Ally ; the 6lh Portuguese ca9a- 
wdores, commanded .by Major Pinto^ by the li^iit companies ijp 
Colonel Champlemonde's Portuguese brigade tinder Colon^ 
Sutton; and those in Colonel Ashworth's Portuguese brigai^ 
/under Lieutenant^Colonel Pynni ; and by the picquets ,of the 3d 
division, iinder the command of thie Hoporable Xieuteo^- 
Oolonel Trench. LieutenanttColoiiel ^^inejron wa^ aeyerel^ 
<^vounded in the afternoon, and the command in the village 
^^evolved upon the H4>norable LieuteuantiColonel .Cadogau. 
The troops in Fuentes d*Onor were besides supported, wh^ 
pressed by the. enemy, by the 74th regitOieat under Major Riusniel 
Manners, and tjie BSih regiment imder I^ieu tenant-Colonel 
■Wallace, belonging to jColoinel Mackinnon's brigade; and oji 
^ne of these occasions .the 8^th, widi tKe 7 1st and 79th undigr 
the command of Colonel Mackipnon, charged the enemy, aod 
drove them through the village ; and Colonel Mackinnon Ism 
reported particularly the conductofJUieuJtenant.-Cqlonel Wallace, 
Brigade-Major Wilde, and Lieutenaiiit and Adjutant Stewart ^f 
^he 8dtli (regiment. The contest again lasted in this quarter 
till nighty w^liex) our troops still held th#ir post; aod fxom that 
time the enemy ha^ u\ade no fresh attempt on any part of .oiir 
-position. The enemy manifested an intention to attack Majpr.' 
UieneraLSir Williaai ^rjiJkine'p po^t^xtt AJdea M fiistp^f ««" \^ 
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same morning, with a part of the 2d corps^ but the Major^Geoft- 
ral sent the 2d battalion of the Lutitanian legion acroaa Ike 
ford of the Duas Cases, which obliged them to retire^ In.fhe 
course of last night the enemy commenced io retire from -dieir 
position on the Duas Casas ; and this morning at. day-light the 
whole were in motion. 1 cannot yet decide whether this niota* 
ment is preparatory to some fresh attempt. to raise the blockade 
of Almeida, or is one of decided retreat ; but I have every sie»* 
!Son to hope, that they will not succeed in the first, and that thegr 
will be obliged to have recourse to the last. Their superiority 
in cavalry is very great, owing to the weak state of our horses 
Trom recent fatigue and scarcity of forage ; and the reduction 
of numbers in the Portuguese brigade of cavalry with this part 
of the army, in exchange for a British brigade sent into Estre- 
madura with Marshal Sir William Beresford, owing to .the 
failure of the measures reported to have been adopted to supply 
the horses and men with food on the service. The result of a 
general action, brought on by an attack upon the enemy by us, 
might, under these circumstances, have been doubtful ; and if 
the enemy had chosen to avoid it, or if they had met it, thsgr 
would have taken advantage of the collection of our troops to 
fight this action to throw relief into Almeida. From tbe 
great superiority of force to which we have been opposed on 
this occasion, your Lordship will judge of the conduct of the 
officers and troops. The actions were partial, but very sevete, 
and our loss has been great ; the enemy's loss has also been 
great ; and they left 400 in the village of Fuentes d'Onor, and 
we have many prisoners. 1 particularly request your Lord- 
ship's attention to the conduct of Lieutenant-Colonel Williams, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Cameron, and the honourable Lieutenant- 
Colonel Cadogan, and to that of Colonel Mackinnon, and Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Kelly of the £4th regiment, and of the several 
oflScers commanding battalions of the line and of light infantry, 
which supported the troops in Fuentes d'Onor. Likewise to 
diat of Major Mcintosh of the 85th regiment, of Lieutenant* 
Colonel Nixon of the 2d ca^adores, of Lieutenant-Colonei 
Eustace of the chasseurs Britamiiques, and of Lord Blantyre.— - 
Throughout these operation^ I have receifed«the greateetas* 
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sistance front'Lieutenaiit-General Sir Brent Spencer, and all the 
general officers of the army ; and from the Adjutant and Quarter- 
master-General and the officers of their several departments, and 
those of my personal staff. — From intelligence from Marshal 
Sir William Beresford, I learn that he has invested Badajos on 
the left of the Guadiana, and is moving there stores for the at- 
tack of the place. I have the honor to inform you, that the 
intelligence has been confirmed that Joseph Buonaparte passed 
Vdladolid on his way to Paris on the 27th of April. It is not 
denied by the French officers that he is gone to Pi^s.-*— I have 
the honor to be, &c. 

(Signed) " WELLiWGTaN.'* 

" My Lord, " Villa Formosa, May 10th, 1811. 

" The enemy retired on the 8th to the woods between Espeja, 
Gallegos, and Fuentes D'Onor, in which position the whole 
army were collected on that day and yesterday, with the excep- 
tion of that part of the second corps which continued opposite 
Alameda. Last night the whole broke up and retired across 
the Azava, covering their retreat by their numerous cavalry ; and 
this day the whole have retired across the Agueda, leaving Al- 
meida to its fate. The second corps retired by the bridge of 
Barba del Pueno and the ford of Val d'Espino on the Agueda. 
Our advanced posts are upon the Azava and on the lower 
Agueda, and the army will be to-morrow in the cantonments on 
the Duas Casas. — I have the honor to be, &c. 

(Signed) *' Wellington.'* 

SiEGB AND Capture of Oiddad Rodrigo. 
Janu^y and February, 1812. 

'* Gallegos, January 9th, 1812. 
'^ I invested Ciudad Rodrigo yesterday. Since the enenljr 
have had possession of the place they have constructed a palisil- 
doed redoubt on the hill of San Francesco, and 'have fortified 
three convents in the suburb, the defences of which arc connected 
with;the work on the hill of St. Francesco^ and with the dd line 
by which the suburb was surroutideii. 'By these^oiteaiis the eae- 
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■my have iacreased the difficulty of approachipg the place; md 
- it was necessary to obtain possession of the work on the hijl 
.of St. Francitcoy before we could make any progress in our 
attack. 

** Accordingly Major-General .Craufurd directed a. detachment 
of the light division, under ^the comms^nd of Ueuteoaiit-Cdloiifl 
Oolborne, of the 52d regiment, to attack the .w^rk shortly after 
it was dark. The attack was very ably conducted by Lieule* 
tiant-Golonel Colbome, and the wock was taken by stonu in a 
ishort time — two Captains and forty-seven men were nuMie prir 
.«oners, and the remainder of the garrison were put to the svqiii. 
We took three , pieces of cannon, j.caiinpt sufficiently applaud 
ihe conduct of Lieutenant-Cfolopel Colborne, and pf the detach? 
ment under his cpmmand> upon this occasion. 

^ I i^n happy to addi that our ]os^ in this aflairlias not^bei^n 
severe, six jnen having been killed. Captain Mein and Lieute-»> 
jnant Wood^ate^ of the 526, Lieutenant Hawkesle^,^ of the 95di, 
.and fourteen men^ having been wounded. 

^* The success of this operation eqabled us immediately to 
]break ground within 600 yards of the place, notwithstanding duit 
jthe enelny still iield the fortified convenes— and the enemy's 
work has been turned into a part of pur firist piralld^ and a good 
x:ommunicatiop made wjth it^" 

^ Gallegos, January I5th, 1819. 

^' We faay.e continued our operations against Ciudad Rodr^^Q 
since I addressed you on the 9th instant. — We opened our fire 
from twenty-two pieces of ordnance in three batteries in the first 
^parallel yesterday afternoon; and we opened our abroach to, 
and established ourselves in our second para{Iel, 150 yards froiQ 
;the place, last niglit. 

^' This oieasufje has been facilitated by Lieu tenant-General 
.Graham having surprised the enemy's detael^^ent in thecoavent 
.x>f Saata.Cruz, close to the body of ihe place, on the night of 
the ISth^ The right of our approacijuea was protected and ae- 
rured by this operation^ Major-General the Honorable Charley 
•Colville, who commands the 4th division iq the absence of the 
JSpQor^ble LieMtenant<pGeQer^ Col/e^ lik^wis^ attacked the epi^r 
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my's post in the convent of San Francesco last night, and ob- 
tained possession of that post, and of the other fortified posts in 
the suburb, where our troops are now lodged. Our left is pro- 
tected and secured by this operation. Two pieces of cannon 
were taken in the convent of San Francesco. 

" My Lord, '^ Gallegos, 20th January, 1812. 

^' I informed your Lordship, in my dispatch of the ninth, that 

I had attacked Ciudad Rodrigo, and in that of the 1 oth, of the 

progress of the operations to that period ; and I have now the 

pleasure to acquaint your Lordship that we took the place by 

. storm yesterday evening after dark. 

" We continued from the 15th to the 19th to complete the 
second parallel, and the communications with that work; and 
we had made some progress by sap towards the crest of the 
glacis. On the night of the 15th we likewise advanced from 
the left of the first parallel down the slope of the hill, towards 
the convent of St. Francesco, to a situation from which the walls 
of the Fausse Braye and of the town were seen, on which a bat- 
tery of seven guns was constructed, and they commenced their 
fire on the morning of the 18th. 

^^ In the mean time the batteries in the first parallel continued 
their fire; and yesterday evening their fire had not only consider- 
ably injured the defences' of the place, but; had made breaches 
in the Fausse Braye wall, and in the body of the place, which 
were considered practicable ; while the battery on the slope of 
the hill, which had been commenced on the night of the 1 5th, 
and had opened on the 18th, had been equally efficient still fur- 
ther to the left, and opposite to the suburb of St. Francesco. ; 

^^ I therefore determined to storm the place, notwithstanding 
that the approaches had not been brought to the crest of the 
glacis, and the counterscarp of the ditch was still entire. The 
attack was accordingly made yesterday evening in five separate 
columns, consisting of the troops of the 3d and light divisions, 
and of Brigadier-General Pack's brigade. The two right co- 
lumns conducted by Lieutenant-Colonel O'Toole, of the second 
ca§adores, and Major Ridge, of the 5th regiment, were destined 
to protect the advance of Major-General Mackinqon's brigade, 
R. M. Cal. I. N 
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w^tt tender the directkm of Li^tileiiatit^eiierii Pictdcr. 

*' The four^ eoluniiit ccViisbthig bf the 4M «ndd£d rap 
and part of the 95tfa regiment, tieitig of the light dtvirion ttoder 
Ae diiectton of Major-General Creufiird, attacked the breaches 
on the left, in the front of the suburb of St. Pran^^o, and 
cotered die left of the attack of the priinicipal breach by *tbe 
troops of the 3d divisidn; end Brigadier^O^ueral Pick ir«i'Sl6» 
"atined with his br^de, foribihg'ihe 1th cbliiMb/to di^Ke^alSlIlSe 
attack upon die southern face of the fort. Besides these ttve 
columnsi the 94th regiment^ belonging to the 3d division, de- 
scended into the ditch in two columns' on the right of Major- 
General Mackinnon's brigade, with a view to protect the descent 
of that body into the ditch, and its attack of the breach in the 
Fausse Braye, against tlie obstacles which it was supposed the 
enemy would construct to oppose their progress. 

** All these attacks succeeded; and Brigadier-General Pack 
even surpassed my expectations, having converted his false attack 
into a real one, and his advanced guard, under the cotnmaind of 
Major Lynch, having followed the enemy's troops from the 
advanced works into the Fausse Braye, where they made pri- 
soners of all opposed to them. 

** Major Ridge, of the 2d battalion of the 5th regiment, having 
escaladed the Fausse Braye wall, stormed the principal breach 
in the body of the place, together with the 94th regiment, com- 
manded by Lieutenant-Colonel Campbell, which had moved 
along the ditch at the same time, and had stormed the breach in 
the Fausse Braye, both in front of Major-General Mackinnon^s 
brigade. Thus these regiments not only effectually covered the 
advance from the trenches of Major-General Mackinnon's bri- 
gade by their first movements and operations, but they preceded 
them in the attack. 

** Major General Craufurd and Major-General Vandeleur, 

and the troops of the light division on the left, were likewise 

. very forward on that side; and in less than half an hour from the 

time the attack commenced^ our troops were in possession of, 

and formed on the ramparts of the place, eaCh body contiguous 
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to the other. The enemy then submitted, having sustained a 
considerable loss in the contest. 

'^ Our loss was also, I am concerned to add, severe, particu- 
larly in officers of high rank and estimation in this army. Ma- 
jor-General Mackinnon was unfortunately blown up by the 
accidental explosion of one of the enemy's expence magazines, 
close to the breach, after he had gallantly and successfully led 
the troops under his command to the attack. Major-General 
Craufurd likewise received a severe wound while he was leading 
on the light division to the storm, und I am apprehensive that 1 
shall be deprived for some time of his assistance. Major-Ge- 
neral Vanrieleur was likewise wounded in the same manner, but 
not so severely, and he was able to continue in the "field. I have 
to add to this list Lieutenant-Colonel Colbome of the 52d regi- 
ment, and Major George Napier, who led the storming party 
of the light division, and was wounded on the top of the breach. 

^^ I have great pleasure in reporting to your Lordship the uni- 
form good conduct, spirit of enterprize, and patience and perse- 
verance in the performance of great labour, by which the gene- 
ral officers, officers, and troops of the 1st, 3d, 4th, and light di- 
visions, and Brigadier-General Pack's brigade, by whom the, 
siege was carried on, have been distinguished during die late 
operations. Lieutenant<General Graham assisted me in super- 
intending ihe conduct of the detaifs of the siege, besides per- 
forming the duties of the general officer commanding the first 
division; and I am much indebted to the suggestions and assist- 
ance 1 received from him for the success of this enterprize. 

'^ The conduct of all parts of the 3d division, in the operations 
which they performed with so much gallantry and exactness on 
the evening of the 19th, in the dark, affords the strongest proof of 
the abilities of Lieutenant-General Picton and Major-General 
Mackinnon, by whom they were directed and led; but I beg 
particularly to dravv your Lordship's attention to the conduct of 
Lieutenant-Colonel OToole of the 2d cagadores, of Major 
Ridge of the 2d battalion 5th foot, of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Campbell of the 94th regiment, of Major Manners of the 74th, 
and of Major Grey, of the 2d battalion 5th foot, who has been 
wounded twice during this siege. 
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*^ It 18 but justice also to the Sd division to report, that the 
men who performed the sap belonged to the 45th, 74tfa, and 
88th regiments, under the command of Captain M'Leod, of 
the Royal Engineers, and Captain Thompson of the 74th ; 
Lieutenant Beresford of the d8th, and Lieutenant Metcalfe of 
the 45 th; and they distinguished themselves not less in the storm 
of the place, than they had in the performance of their laborious 
duty during the siege. 

" I have already reported, in my letter of the 9lh instant, my 
sense of the cqnduct of Major-General Craufurd, and of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Colborne, and of the troops of the light division, 
in the storm of the redoubt of St. Francesco, on the evening of 
the 8th instant. The conduct of these troops was equally dis- 
tingui9hed throughout the siege and in the storm. Nothing could 
exceed the gallantry with which these brave officers and troops 
advanced, and accomplished the difficult operation allotted to 
them, notwithstanding that all their leaders had fallen. 

^^ 1 particularly request your Lordship's attention to the con- 
. duct of Major-General Craufurd, Major-General Vandeleur, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Barnard, of the 95th, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Colborne, Major Gibbs, and Major Napier of the 52d, and 
Lieutenant-Colonel M'Leod of the 43d. The conduct of 
Captain DufFey of the 43d, and that of Lieutenant Gurwood 
of the 52d regiment, who Mas wounded, have likewise been 
particularly reported to me. Lieutenant-Colonel Eider, and the 
dd ca^adores, were likewise distinguished upon this occasion. 

*^ The Isi Portuguese regiment, under Lieutenant- Colonel 
Hill, and the l6th, under Colonel Campbell, being Brigadier- 
General Pack's brigade, were likewise distinguished in the 
storm, under the command of the Brigadier- General, who parti- 
cularly mentions Major Lynch. 

" In my dispatch of the 1.5th, I reported to your Lordship 
the attack of the convent of Santa Cruz by the troops of the Ist 
division, under the direction of Lieutenant-General Graham; 
and that of the convent of Saint Francesco, on the 14th instant, 
under the direction of Major-General the Honorable Charles 
Colville. The first-mentioned enterprise was performed by 
Captain Laroche de Starkenfel», of the first line battalion King's 
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German Legion; the last by Lieutenant-Colonel Harcourt, with' 
the 40th regiment. — This regiment remained from that time in 
the suburbs of Saint Francesco, and materially assisted our attack 
on that side of the place. 

^' Although it did not fall to the lot of the troops of the 1st 
and 4th divisions to bring these operations to their successful 
close, they distinguished themselves throughout their progress, 
by the patience and perseverance vi'ith vi^hich they performed the 
labours of the siege. Ihe brigade of guards, under Major 
Henry Campbell, was particularly distinguished in this respect. 

*' I likewise request your Lordship's attention to the conduct 
of Lieutenant-Colonel Fletcher, the chief £ngineer, and of Bri- 
gade-Major Jones, and the officers and men of the royal En- 
gineers. The ability with which these operations were carried 
on exceeds all praise; and I beg leave to recommend those 
officers to your Lordship most particularly. 

" Major Dickson, of the royal artillery, attached to the Por- 
tuguese artillery, has, for some time, had the direction of the 
heavy train attached to this army, and has conducted the intricate 
details of the late operation, as he did those of the late sieges of 
Badajoz, in the last summer, much to my satisfaction. The 
rapid execution produced by the well-directed fire kept up from 
our batteries, affords the best proof of the merits of the officers 
and men of the royal artillery, and of the Portuguese artillery 
employed on this occasion. But I must particularly mention 
Brigade-Major May, and Captains Holcombe, Power, Dyneley, 
and Dundas, of the royal artillery, and Captains Da Cuniia and 
Da Corta, and Lieutenant Silve, of the 1st regiment of Portu- 
guese artillery. ^ 

" I have likewise particularly to report to your Lordship the 
conduct of Major Sturgeon, of the royal staff corps. He con- 
structed and placed for us the bridge over the Agueda, without 
which the enterprise could not have been attempted ; and he 
afterwards materially assisted Lieutenant-General Graham and 
myself^ in our reconnoissance of the place, on which the plan of 
attack was founded; and he finally conducted the second battalion 
and 5th regiment, as well as the 2d ca^adores, to their points 
of attack. 

" The Adjutant-General, and the Deputy-Quarter^Master- 
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Greneraly and the officers of their several departmentS| giive me 
everjr assistance throughout tbift service, as Avell as those of mj 
personal staff; and I have great pleasure in adding, that, notwith'* 
standing the season of the year, and the increased difficulties of 
procuring supplies for the troops, the whole army have been 
well supplied, and every branch of the service provided for 
daring the late operations, by the indefatigable exertions of Mr. 
Commissary-General Bisset, and the officers belonging to his 
department. 

'' The Marshal del Cainpo Don Carlos d'Espana, and Don 
Julian Sanchez, observed the enemy's movements beyond the 
Tormes, during the operations of the siege ; and I am much 
obliged to them, and to the people of Castile in general, for the 
assistance I received from them. The latter have invariablj 
shewn their detestation of the French tyranny, and their desire 
to contribute, by every means in their power, to remove it. 

'* I will hereafter transmit to your Lordship a detailed Ac- 
count of what we have found in the place; but I believe there 
are 153 pieces of ordnance, including the heavy train belonging 
to the French army, and great quantities of ammunition and 
stores. We have the Governor, General Banier, about 78 offi<» 
cers, and 1,700 men, prisoners. 

" I transmit this dispatch by my aid-de-camp, the Honorable 
Major Gordon, who will give your Lordship any further details 
you may require ; and I beg leave to recommend him to your 
protection. I have the honor to be, &c. 

(Signed) " Wellington.*' 

Siege and Capture of Badajoz. 
March and April, 1812. 

"Elvas, March 13, 1B12, 
" I moved the head-quarters from Frenada on the 6th, and 
arrived here on the 1 1 th instant. 

" There are none of the enemy's troops in the field in Estre- 
madura, excepting that part of the 5th corps not in the garrison 
of Badajoz; the head-quarters of which are at Villa Franci^ and 
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a detaciunfiot, consisting of about a divisioD^ under General Da- 
rican, whose head-quarters are at La Serena. 

*' The enemy have made no movement, and I have heard of 
no operation of importance since I addressed your Lordship last. 
Accoixling to the last accounts^ Marshal Soult was in the lines 
before Cadiz. 

'* Camp before Badajoz^ March Q.0, 1812. 

*' According to the intention which I announced to your 
Lordship^ I broke up the cantonments of the army on the 15th 
and ]6th instant, and invested Badajoz, on the left of the river 
Guadiana^ on the l6th, with the 3d, 4th, and light divisions of 
in&ntry, and with a brigade of Lieutenant-General Hamilton's 
division on the right. These troops are under the command of 
Marshal Sir William Beresford and Lien tenant-General Picton. 
We broke ground on the following day, and have established a 
parallel within two hundred yards of the outwork called the 
Picurina, which embraces the whole of the south-east angle of 
the fort. The work h^ continued ever since with great celerily^ 
notwithstanding the very ba4 weather we have had since the 
17th, ' 

^^ The e^emj made a sortie yesterday, from the gate called 
La Trinidad, on the right of oUr attack, with about two thousand 
men. They were almost immediately driven in without effect- 
ing apy object, with considerable loss, by Major-General Bowes, 
who commanded the guard in the trenches. We lost upoi;i this 
occasion a very promising officer, Captain Cuthbert, aid-de- 
camp to Lieutenant-General Picton, killed; and Lieutenant- 
Colonel Fletcher was slighUy wounded, but I hope that he will 
soon be able to resun^e his duties. I have not yet got the re- 
turns, but I believe tl^t our loss, since the commencement of 
these operations, anioupts ^o one hundred and twenty men in 
killed and wounded." 

'' Badajoz, March 27, 1812. 

'^ The operations of tl^e siege of Badajoz have continued 
since I addressed you O!) the ^Oth^ notwithstanding the badness 
of the weather, till the 25th in^tfmt* On tb^t day we opened 
our fire from 28 pieces of ordn^ce ^n six bfUteri^b, In the first 
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parallel ; two of which were intended to fire upon the outwork 
called La Picurina, and the other four to enfilade or destroy the 
defences of the fort on the side attacked. I directed Major- 
General Kempt, who commanded in the trenches on that after- 
noon, to attack l^a Picurina by storm, after it was dark that 
night, which service he effected in the most judicious and gallant 

manner. 

<' The attack was made by 500 men of the 3d division, formed 
into three detachments ; the right under the command of 
Major Matthew Shawe of the 74th ; the centre under the 
Hon. Captain Powys, of the 83d ; and the left under Major 
Rudd, of the 77th regiment. The communication between the 
outwork and tiie body of the place was entered on its right and 
left by the right and left detachments, each consisting of 200 
men ; half of each of which detachments protected the attack 
from sallies from the fort, while others attacked the work in its 

gorge. 

*< It was first entered, however, by the centre detachment of 
100 men, under the command of the Hon. Captain Powys, of 
the 83d regiment, who escaladed the work at the salient angle, 
at a point at which the pallisades had been injured by our fire. 
The detachment which attacked the work by the gorge had the 
most serious difliculties to contend with, as it was closed by not 
less than three rows of strong pallisades, defended by musketry, 
and a place of arms for the garrison, musket-proof, and loop- 
holed throughout. When the attack upon the salient angle, 
however, succeeded, the whole got into the work. 

" The enemy's garrison in the outwork consisted of 250 
men, with seven pieces of artillery, under the command of Colo- 
nel Gaspard Thiery, of the Etat Major of the Army of the 
South ; but very few, if any, escaped. The Colonel, three other 
officers, and 86 men, have been taken prisoners, and the re- 
mainder were cither killed by the fire of our troops, or drowned 
in the inundation of the river Rivellas. The enemy made a sortie 
from the ravelin called St. Roque, either with a view to recover 
La Picurina, or to protect the retreat of the garrison, but thej 
were immediately driven in by the detachment stationed in the 
communication to protect the attack. 
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'^^ Major-General Kempt mentions in high terms, in his re- 
porty the cool and persevering gallantry of the officers and' 
troops; of which indeed the strength of the work, which they 
carried, affords the best proof. He particularly mentions Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Hardinge, of the staff of the Portuguese army, 
who attended him on this occasion. Captain Bennett, his aid-de- 
camp, and Brigade-Major Wilde, who was unfortunately killed' 
by a cannon-shot after the work was in our possession ; likewise 
Captain Holloway, Lieutenants Gipps and Stanway, of the 
Royal Engineers, who conducted the several detachments to the 
points of attack, and Majors Shawe and Rudd, and the Hon.' 
Captain Powys, who commanded the several detachments. 
These three officers were wounded, the latter on the parapet oif 
the work, which he had been the first to mount by ladders. 

^^ I have to add to this account the high sense I entertain of 
the judicious manner and gallantry with which Major-General 
Kempt carried into execution the service which I had entrusted 
to him. 

'' We thus established ourselves in La Picurina'on the night 
of the ^oth, and opened the second parallel within 300 yards 
of the body of the place : in which two batteries wisre com- 
menced last night. 

^* It is impossible that 1 can do justice to the zeal, activity, 
and indefatigable labor of the officers and soldiers with which 
these operations have been carried on in the most unfavourable 
weather." 

" Camp before Badajoz, April 3, 1812. 

*' We opened our fire on the 31st of March from twenty- 
six pieces of cannon, in the second parallel, to breach the face of 
the bastion at the south-east angle of the fort called La Trini- 
dad ; and the flank of the bastion by which the face is defended 
called Santa Maria, The fire upon these has continued since 
with great effect. 

'' The enemy made a sortie upon the night of the 29th, upon 
the troops of General Hamilton's division, which invest the place 
to the right of the Guadiana, but were immediately driven in 
with loss. We lost no men on this occasion. 

" The movements of Lieutenant-General Sir Thomas Graham 
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and of LieuteoaDt-General Sir Rowland Hill have obliged the 
etaemy to retire by the different roads towards Cordova, with ^ 
exception of a small body of infantry and cavalry, which re- 
mained at Zalamea de la Serena, in front of Belalcazar. 

*' Marshal Soult broke up in front of Cadiz on the 23d and: 
24th, and has marched upon Seville with all the troops which 
were there, with the exception of four thousand men. 

'^ I understand that he was to march from Seville again 09 the 
30th or 3 1st. 

" I have not heard fi^om Castile s^nce the 30th ultimo. Oojft 
division of the army of Portugal, which had been in th^ pro- 
vince of Avila, had on that day ^rived at Guadapero, within 
two leagues of Ciudad Rodrigo ; and it was supposed tha^ Mar- 
shal Marmont was on his march with Qiher troops from the. side, 
of Salamanca. 

^' The river Agueda was not fordaible for troop3 oa tb^^ 
30th." 

'^ ]Vfy Lord, '^Canip before Badajoz, April 7, IB 12. 

^' My dispatch of the 3d instant will have apprised your Lord- 
ship of the state of the operations against Badajoz to that d^te,. 
which were brought to a close on the night of the. 6th, b; the 
capture of the place by storm. 

'^ The fire continued during the 4th and 5th against the fi^ce 
of the bastion of X^a Trinidad, and the flank of the bastion of 
Santa Maria ; and on the 4th, in the morning, we opened l^lother 
battery of six guns, in the second parallel, against the shoulder 
of the ravelin of St. Koque, and the wall in its gorge. 

'^ Practicable breaches were effected in the bastions above 
mentioned, in the evening of the 5th ; but as I had observed that. 
the enemy had entrenched the bastion of La Trinidad, and th^. 
most formidable preparations were making for the defence as 
well of the breach in that bastion, as of that of the bastion of Sant9, 
Maria, I determined to delay the attack for another day, an4 to 
turn all the guns in the batteries in the second parallel on tb# 
curtain of La Trinidad, in hope3 that by effecting a third breach 
the troops would be enabled to turn the enemy's wprks for the 
defence of the other two, the atti^^k o( which would liMHi^ 
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be connected by the troops deartined to attack the breach in the 
curtain. 

'* This breach was eflFected in the evcHing of the 6th, and the 
fire of the face of the bastion of Santa Maria and of the flank of 
the bastion of La Trinidad being overcome, I determined to 
attack the place that night. 

'^ I had kept in reserve, in the neighbourhood of this camp, 
the 5th division, under Lieutenant-General Leith, and which 
had left Castile only in the middle of March, and had but lately 
arrived in this part of the country, and I brought them up on 
that evening. 

'' The plan for the attack was, that Lieutenant-General Pic- 
ton should attack the castle of Badajoz by escalade with the 3d 
division ; and a detachment from the guard in the trenches, fur- 
nished that evening by the 4th division, under Major Wilson of 
the 48th regiment, should attack the ravelin of St. Roque upon 
his left; while the 4th division, the Honorable Major-General 
Colville, and the light division, under Lieutenant-Colonel Bar- 
nard^ should attack the breaches in the bastions of La Trinidad 
and of Santa Maria, and in the curtain by which they are con- 
nected. The 5th division were to occupy the ground which 
the 4th and light divisions had occupied during the siege, and 
Lieutenant-General Leith was to make a false attack upon the 
outwork, called Pardeleras, and another on the works of the 
fort towards the Guadiana, with the left brigade of the division^ 
under Major-General Walker, which he was to turn into a real 
attack^ if circumstances should prove favorable ; and Brigadier- 
General Power, who invested the place with his Portuguese bri- 
gade on the right of the Guadiana, was directed to make false 
attacks on the tfete-dn-pont, the fort St. Christoval, and the new 
redoubt called Mon-coeur. 

*' The attack was accordingly made at ten at night. Lieu- 
tenant-General Picton preceding, by a few minutes, the attack 
by the remainder of the troops. 

" Major-General Kempt led this attack, which went out from 
the right of the first parallel ; he was unfortunately wounded in 
crossing the Rivellas below the inundation ; but notwithstand- 
ing this circumstance, and the obstinate resistance of the enemy. 
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the castle was carried by escalade^ and the Sd division establish-^ 
ed in it at about half-past eleven. 

*' While this was going on^ Major James Wilson^ of the 48th 
regiment^ carried the ravelin of St. Roque by the gorge, with a 
detachment of 200 men of the guard in the trenches^ and with 
the assistance of Major Squire, of the engineers^ established 
himself within that work. 

^* The 4th and light divisions moved to the attack from the 
camp along the left of the river Rivellas and of the inundation^ 
They were not perceived by the enemy till they reached dbe 
covered way, and the advanced guards of the two divisions de- 
scended without difficulty into the ditch, protected by the fire of 
the parties stationed on the glacis for that purpose ; and they 
advanced to the assault of the breaches, led by Iheir gallant offi* 
cers, with the utmost intrepidity ; but such was the nature of the 
obstacles prepared by the enemy at the top and behind the 
breaches, and so determined their resistance^ that our troops 
could not establish themselves within the place. Many brave 
officers and soldiers were killed or wounded by explosions at the 
top of the breaches ; others who succeeded them were obliged 
to give way, having found it impossible to penetrate the obsta- 
cles which the enemy had prepared to impede their progress. 
These attempts were repeated till after twelve at night, when, find- 
ing that success was not to be attained, and that Lieutenant-Gene« 
ral Picton was established in the castle, I ordered that the 4th 
and light divisions might retire to the ground on which they had 
first assembled for the attack. 

'^ In the mean time, Major-General Leith had pushed forward 
Major-General Walker's brigade on the left, supported by the 
38th regiment under Lieutenant-Colonel Nugent, and the 15th 
Portuguese regiment under Lieutenant-Colonel De Regoa : and 
he had made a false attack upon the Pardeleras with the 8th ca9a- 
dores under Major Hill. Major-General Walker forced the 
barrier on the road of Olivenga, and entered the covered way on 
the left of the bastion of St. Vincente, close to the Gnadiana. 
He there descended into the ditch, and escaladed the face of the 
bastion of St. Vincente. 

^' Lieutenant-General Leith supported this atUck by the S8th 
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-regiment and the 15th Portuguese regiment; and our troopi being 
thus established in the castle, which commands all the works of the 
town, and in the town, and the 4th and light divisions being formed 
again for the attack of the breaches, all resistance ceased ; and 
at daj-light in the morning, the Governor, General Philipon, 
who had retired to fort St. Christoval, surrendered, together with 
iSeneral Vellande, and all the staff, and the whole garrison. 

'< I have not got accurate reports of the strength of the gar* 
rison, or of the number of the prisoners ; but General Philipon 
has informed me, that it consisted of five thousand men at the 
commencement of the siege, of which twelve hundred were 

. killed or wounded during the operations, besides those lost io 
the assault of the place. There were five French battalions^ 

. besides two of the regiment Hesse D'Armstadt, and the artillery^ 
engineers, 8cc. ; and I understand there are four thousand pri^ 

,soners. 
. '^ It is impossible that any expressions of mine can convey to 
your Lordship the sense which I entertain of the gallantry of the 
officers and troops upon this occasion. 

^' The list of killed and wounded will show that the general 
officers, the staff attached to them, the commanding and other 
officers of regiments, put themselves at the head of the attacks 
which they severally directed, and set the example of gallantry^ 
which was so well followed by their men. 

'^ Marshal Sir William Beresford assisted me in conducting 
the details of this siege, and I am much indebted to him for the 
•cordial assistance which I received from him, as well during its 
progress, as in the last operation, which brought it to a termi- 
nation. 

** The duties in the trenches were conducted successively by 
the Honorable Major-General Colville, Major-General Bowes, 
and Major-General Kempt, under the superinlendance of Lieu- 
tenant-General Picton. I have had occasion to mention all these 
officers during the course of the operations, and they all distin- 
guished themselves, and were all wounded in the assatdt. I am 
particularly obliged to Lieu ten ant-General Picton, for the man- 
ner in which he arranged the attack of the castle, and for that in 
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'which he supported the attack, and established his troops in ihkt 
important post. 

*' Lieutenant-General Leith's arrangements for the false attack 
upon the Pardeleras, and that under Major-General Walker, 
were likewise most judicious, and he availed himself of the cir- 
cumstances of the moment, to push forward and support die 
attack under Major-General Walker, in a manner highly credit- 
able to him. The gallantry and conduct of Major-General 
Walker, who was also wounded, and that of the officers and 
troops under his command, were highly conspicuous. 

^' The arrangements made by Major-General Colville, for the 
attack by the 4th division, were very judicious, and he led them 
to the attack in the must gallant manner. 

'^ In consequence of the absence, on account of sickness, of 
Major-General Vandeleur and Colonel Beckwith, lieutenant- 
Colonel Barnard commanded the light division in the aaiauh, 
and distinguished himself, not less by the manner in which be 
made the arrangements for that operation, than by his personal 
gallantry in its execution. 

'^ I have also to mention Major-General Hervey, of the Por- 
tuguese service, commanding a brigade in the 4th diTiston, 
and Brigadier-General Champlemonde, commanding the Portu- 
guese brigade, in the dd division, as highly distinguished ; Briga- 
dier-General Hervey was wounded in the storm. 

'^ Your Lordship will see, in the list of killed and wounded, 
a list of the commanding officers of regiments. In Lieutenant- 
Colonel Charles M^Leod, of the 43d regiment, who was killed 
in the breach, bis Majesty has sustained the loss of an officer 
who was an ornament to his profession, and was capable of ren- 
dering the most important services to his country. I must like- 
wise mention Lieutenant- Colonel Gibbs, of the 57th regiment, 
who was wounded, and Major Peter O'Hare, of the 95th, unfor- 
tunately killed in the breach ; Lieutenant-Colonel Elder of the 
3d, and Major Alegeo of the 1st ca9adores ; Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Charles i\lexancler Harcourt, of the 40th, likewise wounded, 
was highly distinguislied ; and Lieutennnt-Colonel Blakeney, of 
the Ro)fal Fusiieers, Knight of the 27th, Erskine of the 48th, 
and Captain John Thomas Leaky, who commanded the 23d jegi- 
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ment, Lieutenant-Colonel Henry William Ellis having been 
wounded during the previous operations of the siege. 

'^ In the 5th division I must mention Major Hill^ of the 8th 
cagadores, who directed the false attack upon the fort Pardele- 
ras. It was impossible for any men to behave better than these 
did. I must likewise mention Lieutenant-Colonel Brook, of 
the 4th regiment, the Honorable Lieutenant-Colonel Carlton, 
of the 44th, and Lieutenant-Colonel George Grey, of the dOth^ 
who was unfortunately killed. The 2d battalion of the 38tfa, 
under Lieutenant-Colonel John Nugent, and Ae 15th Portu- 
guese regiment, under Colonel de Regoa, likewise performed 
their part in a very exemplary manner. 

'^ The officers and troops in the 3d division have distinguished 
themselves as usual in these operations. Lieutenant-General 
Picton has reported to me particularly the conduct of Lieute- 
nant-Colonel William Williams, of the 60th ; Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Ridge, of the 5th, who was unfortunately killed in the assaiik 
of the castle ; Lieutenant-Colonel Forbes, of the 45tfa regiment; 
Lieutenant-Colonel John Forster Fitzgerald, of the ^Oth; 
Lieutenant-Colonels Honorable Robert Le Poer Trench and 
Russell Manners, of the 74th regiment ; Majoi^ Henry WiHiam 
Carr of the 8dd, mod the Honorable Major Pakenham, Assist- 
ant Adjutant-General to the 3d division. 

^' He has likewise particularly reported the good conduct of 
Colonel James Campbell, of the 94th, commanding the Honor- 
able Major-General Colville's brigade, during his absence in 
command of the 4th division, whose conduct 1 have so frequent- 
ly had occasion to report to your Lordship. The officers and 
men of the corps of engineers and artillery were equally distin- 
guished during the operations of the siege, and in its close. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Fletcher continued to direct the works (not- 
withstanding that he was wounded in the sortie made by the 
enemy on the ] (Jih of March), which were carried on by Major 
Squire and Major Burgoyne, under his directions. The former 
established the detachments under Major Wilson in the ravelin 
of St. Roque, on the night of the storm ; the latter attended the 
attack of the 3d division on the castle. I have likewise to re 
port the good conduct of Major John Thomas Jones, Captain 
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William Nicholas, and Captain John Alexander Williams, of 
the Rojal Engineers. ^ 

'' Major Dickson conducted the details of the artillery sei^ 
vice during this siege, as well as upon former occasions, under 
the general superiutendance of Lieutenaut-Colonel Framingham, 
who, since the absence of Major-General Borthwick, has com- 
manded the artillery with this army. I cannot sufficiently ap« 
plaud the officers and soldiers of the British and Portuguese 
artillery during this siege, particularly Lieutenant-Colonel Robe, 
who opened the breaching batteries ; Majors John May and 
Harcourt Holcombe, Captain Robert Gardiner, and Lieutenant 
Bouchler, of the Royal Artillery ; Captain De Rettberg, of the 
King's German Artillery, and Major Tulloh of the Portuguese. 

^' Adverting to the extent of the details of the ordnance de- 
partment during the siege, to the difficulty of the weather, &c. 
with which Major Dickson had to contend, I must mention him 
most particularly to your Lordship. 

'^ The officers of the Adjutant and Quarter-Master-General's 
departments rendered me every assistance on this occasion, as 
well as those of my personal Staff; and I have to add, that I 
have received reports from the General Officers commanding 
divisions, of the assistance they received from the officers of 
those departments attached to them, the greater number of whon^ 
and of their personal Staff, are wounded. 

'^ In a former dispatch 1 reported to your Lordship the diffi* 
culties with w hich I had to contend, in consequence of the iaili* 
ure of the civil authorities of the province of Alentejo to perforin 
their duty, and supply the Army with means of transport; theK 
difficulties have continued to exist ; but 1 must also do General 
Victoria, the Governor of Elvas, the justice to report, that he> 
and the troops under his command, have made every exertion, 
^nd have done every thing in their power to contribute to our 
success. 

'' Marshal Soult left Seville on the 1 st instant, with all the 
troops which he could collect in Andalusia ; and he was in com- 
munication with the troops which had retired from Estremadura, 
under General Drouet, on the Sd, and he arrived at Llerena oa 
the 4th. 1 had intended to collect the Army in proportion as 
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Marsbal Soult should advance ; and I requested lieutenant-Ge* 
neral Sir Thomas Graham to retire gradually, while Lieutenant* 
General Sir Rowland Hill should do the same from Don Benito, 
and the upper parts of the Guadiana. 

'^ I do not think it certain that Marshal Soult has made any 
decided movement from Llerena since the 4th, although he has 
patroled forward with small detachments of cavalry, and the ad* 
vanced guard of his infantry have been at Usagre. 

None of the Army of Portugal have moved to join him. 
According to the last reports which I have received to the 
4th instant on the frontiers of Castile, it appears that Marshal 
Marmont had established a body of troops between the Agueda 
and the Coa, and he had reconnoitred Almeida on the 5d. 
Brigadier-General Trant's division of miUtim had arrived on th# 
Coa, and Brigadier-General Wilson's division was following widi 
the cavalry, and Lieutenant-General the Conde d'Amarante 
was on his march, with a part of the corps under his command^ 
towards the Douro. 

'' I have the honor to enclose returns of the killed and wound- 
ed from the 1st of March, and in the assault of Badajoz, and % 
return of the ordnance, small arms, and ammunition found in the 
place ; I will send returns of the provisions in the place by the 
next dispatch. 

'' This dispatch will be delivered to your Lordship by my 
Aid-de-Camp; Captain Canning, whom I beg leave to recom- 
mend to your protection. He has likewise the colors of the gar- 
rison, and the colors of the Hesse d'Armstadf s regiment, to be 
laid at the feet of His Royal Highness the Prince Regent The 
French battalions in the garrison had no eagles. 

(Signed) ** Wkllington. 

Battlb of Salamanca. 

" My Lord, Flores d* Avila, July 24, 1812. 

<' My Aid-de-camp, Captain Lord Clinton, will present to 
your Lordship this account of a victory which the allied troops 
under my command gained, in m general action, fought near 

R.M.Cal. I. O 
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Salamanca, on. the evening of the 22d instant, which I haTis 
been under the necessity of delaying to send till now, having 
been engaged ever since the action in the pursuit of the enem/s 
flying troops. 

^ In my letter of the 21st I informed your Lordship that 
both armies were near the Tormes, and the enemy crossed that 
river with the greatest part of his troops, in the afternoon, by 
the fords between Alba de Tormes and Huerta, and moved by 
their left towards the roads leading to Ciudad Rodrigo. 

^ The allied army, with the exception of the third division, 
and General Durban's cavalry, likewise crossed the Tormes in 
the evening, by the bridge of Salamanca, and the fords in the 
neighbourhood ; and I placed the troops in a position, of which 
the right was upon one of the >wo heights called Dos Arapiles, 
and the left on the Tormes, below' the ford of Santa Martha. 

'^ The third division, and Brigadier-General D'Urban's cavalry, 
were left at Cabrerizes, on the right of the Tormes, as the enemy 
had still a large corps on the heights above Babifafuente, on the 
same side of the river ; and I considered it not improbable that 
finding our army prepared for them in the morning, on the 
left of the Tormes, tbey would alter their plan, and manoeuvre 
by the other bank. 

*' In the course of the night of the 21st I received intelli- 
gence, of the truth of which I could not doubt, that General 
Cliauvel had arrived at Polios on the 20th, with the cavalry 
and horse artillery of the army of the nortli, to join Marshal 
Marmont; and I Mas quite certain that these ^troops would Join 
him on the ^2d or 2Sd at the latest. 

^^ During the night of the 21st the enemy had taken pos* 
session of the village of Calvarasa de Ariba, and of the height 
near it called Neustra Senora de la Pena, our cavalry being in 
possession of Calvarasa de Abaxo ; and shordy after day-light - 
detachments from both armies attempted to obtain possession 
of the more distant from our right of the two hills called Dosi^ 
Arapiles. 

*^ The enemy^ -however> succeeded^ their detachment being" 
the strongest, and having been concealed in the woods, nearer 
the hills than we were; by which success they strengthened 
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-tnaterially their own position^ and had in their power increased 
jneans of annoying ours. 

'^ In the morning, the light troops of the 7th division, and 
4th ca^adores, belonging to General Pack's brigade, were en- 
gaged with the enemy on the heights called Neustra Senora de 
la Pena ; on which height they maintained themselves with the 
enemy throughout the day. The possession by the enemy, 
however, of the more distant of the Arapiles, rendered it oecee- 
-sary for me to extend the right of the army en potence to the 
heights behind the village of Arapiles, and to occupy that vil- 
lage with light infantry ; and here I placed the 4th divimoB, 
under the command of the Honorable Lieutenant-GenerarCole-; 
and although, from the variety of the enemy's movements, it 
^as difficult to form a satisfactory judgment of his intentions, 
I considered tl)at, upon the whole, his objects were upon thu 
left of the Tormes, I therefore ordered the Honorable Major- 
General Pakenham, who commanded the third division in the 
absence of Lieu tenant-General Picton, on account of ill health, 
to move across the Tormes with the troops under his command, 
including Brigadier- General D'Urban's cavalry, and to place 
himself .behind Aldea Tejada, Brigadier-General Bradford's 
brigade of Portuguese infantry, and Don Carlos D'Eqrana's 
infantry, having been moved up likewise -to the neighbourhood 
of Las Torres^ between the 3d and 4th division. 

" After a variety of evolutions and movements, the enemy 
appeared to have determined upon this plan about two in the 
afternoon ; and under cover of a very heavy cannonade, which, 
however, did us but very little damage, he extended his left, 
and inoved forward his troops, apparently with an intention to 
embrace by the position of his troopSj and "by his fire, our post 
on th^t of the two Arapiles which we possessed, and from 
thence to attack and break our line ; or, at sdl evehts, to render 
difficult any movement of ours to our right. 

'^The extension of his line to liis left, however, and its ad- 
vance upon our ri^ht, notwithstanding that his troops still OiT- 
cupied very strong ground, and his position was well defended ' 
by cannon, gave me an opportunity of attacking him, for which 
I had long been auxious. I reinforced our right with the ^th di« 
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▼isioDi under lieutenant-GeDeral Leitb, which I placed behind 
the Tillage of Arapiles, on the right of the 4th division ; and 
with the 6th and 7th divisions in reserve ; and as soon as these 
troops had taken their stations, I ordered the Honorable Major- 
General Pakenham to inove forward with the 3d division, and 
General D'Urban's cavalry, and two squadrons of the 14th light 
dragoons, under Lieutenant-Colonel F. £• B. Hervey, in four 
columns, to turn the enemy's left on the heights ; while Briga- 
dier-General Bradford's brigade, the 5th division^ under Lieu- 
tenant-General Leith, the 4th division, under the Honorable 
Lieutenant-General Cole, and the cavalry, under Lieutenant- 
General Sir Stapleton Cotton, should attack them in front, sup- 
ported in reserve by the 6th division, under Major-General 
Clinton, the 7th division, under Major-General Hope, and Don 
Carlos D'E^pana*s Spanish division, and Brigadier-General 
Pack, "should support the left of the 4th division, by attacking 
that of the Dos Arapiles, which the enemy held. The 1st and 
light divisions occupied the ground on the left, and were in re- 
serve. 

*^ The attack upon the enemy's left was made in the manner 
above described, and completely, succeeded. Major-General 
the Honorable Edward Pakeubam formed the 3d division across 
the enemy's flank, and overthrew every thing opposed to him. 
These troops were supported in the most gallant style by the 
Portuguese cavalry, under Brigadier-General D'Urban, and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Hervey's squadrons of the 14th, who suc- 
cessfully defeated every attempt made by the enemy on the flank 
of the third division. 

" Brigadier-General Bradford's brigade, the 5th and the 4tb di- 
visions, and the cavalry under Lieutenant-General Sir Stapleton 
Cotton, attacked the enemy in the front, and drove his troops 
before them, from one height to another, bringing forward theii 
right, so as to acquire strength upon the enemy's flank, in pro- 
portion to the advance. Brigadier-General Pack made a very 
gallant attack upon the Arapiles, in which, however, he did not 
succeed, excepting in diverting the attention of the enemy's 
corps placed upon it, from the troops under the command of 
Lieutenant-General Cole, in his advance. 
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The cavalrj under Lieutenant-General Sir Stapleton Cot- 
ton made a most gallant and successful charge against a body of 
the enemy's infantry, which they overthrew and cut to pieces. 
In this charge Major-General Le Marchant was killed at the 
head of bis brigade ; and I have to regret the loss of a most no- 
ble officer. 

*' After the crest of the height was carried, one division of 
the enemy's infantry made a stand against the 4th division, 
which, after a severe contest, was obliged to give way, in con- 
sequence of the enemy having thrown some troops on the left 
of the 4th division, after the failure of Brigadier-General 
Pack's attack upon the Arapiles, and the Honorable Lieutenant- 
General Cole having been wounded. 

^' Marshal Sir William Beresford, who happened to be on the 
spot, directed Brigadier-General Spry's brigade of die fifth di- 
vision, which was in the second line, to change its firont, and to 
bring its fire on the flank of the enemy's division ; and, I am 
sorry to add, that while engaged in this service he received a 
wound, which I am apprehensive will deprive me of the benefit 
of his counsel and assistance for some time. Nearly about the 
same time Lieutenant-General Leith received a wound, which 
unfortunately obliged him to quit the field. I ordered up the 
6th division, under Major-General Clinton^ to relieve the 4th, 
and the battle was soon restored to its former success. 

" The enemy's right, however, reinforced by the troops which 
had fled from his left, and by those which had now retired from 
the Arapiles, still continued to resist; and I ordered the 1st and 
light divisions, and Colonel Stubbs's Portuguese brigade of the 
4th division, which was re-formed, and Major-General William 
Anson*s brigade likewise of the 4th division, to turn the right^ 
while the 6th division, supported by the dd aind 5th, attacked the 
front. It was dark before this point was carried by the 6th di- 
vision, and the enemy fled through the woods towards the 
Tormes. I pursued them with the first and light division^, 
and Major-General William Anson's brigade of the 4th divi- 
sion, and some squadrons of cavalry under Lieutenant-General 
Sir Stapleton Cotton, as long as we could find any of them to- 
gether, directing our march upon Huertaand the fords of the 
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ToTmcs, by which the enemy had passed on their advance ; but' 
the darkness of the night was highly advantageous to the enemy,—, 
many of whonr escaped under its cover, who must otfierwise^ 
have been in our hands. 

'^ I am sorry to report, that owing to tiiis same cause. Lieu- _ 
ienaut-General Sir Stapleton Cotton was unfortunately woundc(= 
by one of our own sentries, after he had halted. 

<< We renewed the pursuit at break of day in the morning^^ 
^itfa the same troops, and Major-General Bock's and Major^^ 
General Anson's brigades of cavalry, which joined during i\\G 
night ; and having crossed the Tormes, we came up with the 
rear-guard of cavalry and infantry near La Serna ; they were 
immediately attacked by the two brigades of dragoons^ and the 
cavalry fled, leaving the infantry to their fate. I have never 
>vitnes8ed a more gallant charge than was made on tlie enemy's 
infantry by the heavy brigade of the King's German Legion', 
under Major-General Bock, which was completely successful ; 
and the whole body of infantry, consisting of three battalions of^ 
the enemyV first division, were made prisoners, 

^' The pursuit was afterwards continued as far as Penaranda 
last night ; and our troops are still following the flying enemjr. 
Their head-quarters were in this town, not less than ten leagues* 
from the field of battle, for a few hours last night ; and they are 
now considerably advanced on the road towards Valladolid by 
Arevalo. They were joined yesterday on their retreat by the 
cavalry and artillery of the army of the North, which have ar- 
rived at too late a period, it is to be hoped, to be of much use 
to them. 

^^ It is impossible to form a conjecture of the amount af the 
enemy's loss in this action, but from all reports it is very con- 
siderable. We have taken from them eleven pieces of cannon, 
several ammunition waggons, two eagles, and six colors ; and 
one general, three colonels> three lieutenant-colonels, 1 36 ofll- 
cers of inferior rank, and between six and seven thousand 8ol- 
oiert are prisoners ; and our detachments are sending in more 
every moment. The number of dead on the field is very large. 

" I am informed that Marshal Marmont is badly woundcd> 
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and has lost one of his arms ; and that four general officers have 
been killed^ and several wounded. 

'' Such an advantage could not have been acquired without 
material loss on our side, but it certainly has not been of a nia<;- 
nitude to distress the army, or to cripple its operations. 

^^ I have great pleasure in reporting to your lordship, that, 
throughout this trying day, of which I have related the events, I 
had every reason to be satisfied with the conduct of the general 
officers and troops. 

'^ The relation which I have written of its events, will give a 
general idea of the share which each individual had in them ; 
and I cannot say too much in praise of the conduct of every in- 
dividual in his station. 

^' I am much indebted to Marshal Sir William Beresford, 
for his friendly counsel and assistance, both previous to and 
during the action ; to Lieutenant-Generals Sir Stapleton Cot- 
ton, Leith, and Cole, and Major-Generals Clinton, and die Ho- 
norable Edward Pakenham, for the manner in which they led 
the divisions of the cavalry and infentry aixler their command 
respectively ; to Major-General Hulse, commanding a brigade 
in the 6th division ; Major-General G. Anson, commanding a 
brigade of cavalry ; Colonel Hinde ; Colonel the Honorable 
William Ponsonby, commanding Major-General Le Marcbant's 
brigade, after the fall of that officer ; to Major-General William 
Anson, commanding a brigade in the 4th division ; Major-Gene- 
ral Pringle, commanding a brigade in the^5th division, and the 
division after Lieutenant-General Leith was wounded ; Brigadier- 
General Bradford, Brigadier-General Spry, Colonel Stubbs, 
and Brigadier-General Power of the Portuguese service ; like- 
wise to Lieutenant-Colonel Campbell of the 94th, commanding 
a brigade in the Sd division ; Lieutenant- Colonel Williams of 
the 60th foot ; Lieutenant-Colonel Wallace of the 88th, com- 
manding a brigade in the Sd division^ Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ellis of the 9.3d, commanding General the Honorable Edward 
Pakenham's brigade in the 4th division, during his absence in 
the command of the 3d division; the Honorable Lieutenant- 
Colonel Greville of the 38th regiment, commanding Major- 
General Hay's brigade in the 5th division, during his absence 
on leave ; Brigadier-General Pack ; Brigadier-General the 
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Conde dc Rezendi, of the Portugue»e service ; Coloael Doug- 
las of the 8th Portuguese ; Lieutenant-CoioDel the Coude de 
Ficalho, of the same regiment ; and Lieutenant-Colonel Bing- 
ham of the 53d regiment ; likewise to Brigadier-General D'Uf- 
ban, and Lieutenant-Colonel Hervey, of the 14th light dra- 
goons ; Colonel Lord Edward Somerset^ commanding the I4tfa 
dragoons ; and Lieutenant-Colonel the Honorable Frederick 
Ponsonby commanding the 12th light dragoons. 

'' I must also mention Lieutenant-Colonel Woodford, com- 
manding the light battalion of the brigade of Guards^ who, 
supported by two companies of the Fusileers, under the com- 
nand of Captain Crowder, maintained the village of Arapiles 
against all the efforts of the enemy, previous to the attack 
upon their position by our troops. 

/' In a case in which the conduct of all has been conspicu- 
ously goodj I regret that the necessary liuiiis of a dispatch 
prevent me from drawing your Lordship's notice to the conduct 
of a larger number of individuals ; but I can assure your Lord- 
ship, that there was no officer or corps engaged in this mction, 
uho did not perform his duty to his sovereign and his country. 

'' The Royal and German art^lery under Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Framingham, distinguished themselves by the accuracy of 
their fire^ wherever it was possible to use them ; and they ad- 
vanced to the attack of the enemy's position with the same gal- 
lantry as the other troops. 

'^ I am particularly indebted to Lieutenant-Colonel De Lad- 
cey, the deputy quarter-master general, the head of the depart- 
ment present, in the absence of the quarter-master general, and 
to the officers of that department, and of the staff corps, for the 
assistance I received from them, particularly the Honorable 
Lieutenant-Colonel Dundas, and Lieutenant-Colonel Sturgeon 
of the latter, and Major Scovell of the former ; i^ud to Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Waters, at present at the head of the Adjutant- 
general's department, and to the officers of that department, as 
well at head-quarters as with the several divisions of the army ; 
and Lieutenant-Colonel Lord Fitzroy Somerset, and the officers of 
my personal staff. Among the latter^ I particularly request 
your Lordship, to draw the attention of His Royal Higiluiess the 
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Prince Regent to his Serene Highness the herdditaiy Prince of 
Orange, whose conduct in the field, as well as upon every other 
occasion, entitles him to my highest commendation, and has ac- 
quired for him the respect and regard of the whole army. 

'^ I have had every reason to be satisfied with the conduct of 
the Mariscal del Campo Don Carlos D'Espagna, and of Bng»- 
sidier Don Julian Sanchez, and with that of the troops under 
t.heir command respectively ; and with that of the Mariscal del 
C^ampo Don Miguel Alava, and of Brigadier Don Joseph 
O'Lawler, employed with this army by the Spanish government^ 
^Tom whom, and from the Spanish authoiities, and- people in 
general, I received eveiy assistance I could expect. 

'' It is but justice likewise to draw your lordship's attention, 
upon this occasion, to the merits of the officers of the civil de- 
partments of the army. Notwithstanding the increased distance 
of our operations from our niagazines, and that the country is 
completely exhausted, we have hitherto wanted nothing, owing 
to the diligence and attention of the commissary-general, Mf. 
Bisset, and the officers of the department under his direction. 

'^ I have likewise to mention that by the attention and ability 
of Doctor Mac Gregor, and of the officers of the department 
under his charge, our wounded as well as those of the enemy 
left in OUT hands, have been well taken care of; and I hope that 
many of those valuable men will be saved to the service. 

'' Captain Liord Clinton will have the honor of lajing at the 
feet of His Royal Highness the Prince Regent, the eagles and 
colonrs taken from tlie enemy in this action. 

*^ I have the honor to be, 8cc. 

"Wellington.** 

(To Earl Bathurst.) 

Battle of Vittobia. 
'' My Lord, '^ Salvatierra, June 92, 18 13^. 

" The enemy's army, commanded by Joseph Buonapartei 
having Marshal Jourdan as the Major-Geueral of %he army, 
took up a position, on the night of the 1 9tb instant, in front 
of Vittoria, the left of which rested on the heighta which end 
at Puebla de Arlanzon^ and extended frqm t^nce across thf 
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valley of Zadora^ in front of the village of Arunez. They oc- 
cupied with the right of the centre, a height which command- 
ed the valley of Zadora, and the right of the army was stationed 
near Vittoria, and was destined to defend the passages of the 
river Zadora, in the neighbourhood of that city. They had a 
reserve in the rear of their left, at the village of Gomcclia. 
The nature of the country through which the army had passcxl 
since it had reached the £bro, had necessarily extended oiir 
columns, and we halted on the 20th, in order to close them 
up, and moved the left to Margina, where it was most likely it 
^ould be necessary." I reconnoitred the enemy's position on tliat 
day, with a view to the attack to be made on the following 
morning, if they should still remaiu in it. We accordingly 
attacked the enemy yesterday ; and I am happy to inform your 
lordship, that the allied army under my command, gained a 
complete victory ; having driven them from all their poutions, 
having taken from them 151 pieces of cannon, 415 waggons of 
ammunition, all their baggage, provisions, cattle, treasure, 
&c. and a considerable numberof prisoners. The operations 
of the day commenced by Lieutenant-General Sir Rowland 
Hill obtaining possession of thp heights of La Puebia, on 
which the enemy's left rested, which heights they had not oc- 
cupied in great strength. He detached on this service one 
brigade of the Spanish division, under General Murillo; the 
other brigade being employctd in keeping the communication 
between his main body and the high road from Miranda to 
Vittoria, and the troops detached to the heights. The enemy> 
however, soon discovered the importance of the heights, and 
reinforced the troops there to such an extent, as that Lieute- 
nant-General Sir Rowland Hill was obliged to deC&ch, first, the 
71st regiment, and the light infantry battalion of Major-General 
Walker's brigade, under the command of the Honorable Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Cadogan, and successively other troops, to the 
same point ; and the allies not only gained, but maintained pos- 
session of these important heights throughout their operations^ 
notwithstanding all the efforts of the enemy to retake them. 
The contest here, however, was very severe, and the loss sus- 
tained coQsiderable. Greneral Murillo was wounded, but re- 



THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON. 219 

hi^ined in the field : and I am concerned to have to report^ that 
the Honorable Lieutenant-Colonel Cadoganhasdiedof awound 
^vhich he received. In him his majesty has lost an ofRcer of 
great zeal, and tried gallantry, who had already acquired the 
respect and regard- of the whole profession^ and of whom il 
might be expected^ that if he had lived he would have render** 
ed the most important services to his country. Under cover 
of the possession of these heights^ Sir Rowland Hill successive* 
]y passed the Zadoray at La Puebla, and the defile formed by the 
heights and the river Zadora^ and attacked and gained posses-^ 
sion of the village of Sabijana de Alava, in front of the enemy's 
line, which the enemy had made repeated attempts to regain. 
The difficult nature of the counti7 prevented the communica^ 
tion between our different columns moving to the attack from 
their stations on the river Bayas at as early an hour %s I had 
expected, and it was late before I knew that the column com- 
posed of the 3d and 7th divisions, under the command of the 
Earl of Dalhousie, liad arrived at the station appointed for 
them. The 4tb and light divisions, however, passed the Za- 
dora immediately after Sir Rowland Hill had possession of Sa- 
bijana de A lava, the former at the bridge of Nanciaus, and 
the latter at the bridge of Tres Puentes ; and almost as soon 
as these had crossed, the column under the Earl of Dalhousie 
arrived at Mendoza, and the 3d division, under Lieutenant- 
General Sir Thomas Picton, crossed at the bridge higher up, 
followed by the 7th division under the Earl of ' Dalhousie. 
These four divisions, forming the centre of the army, were 
destined to attack the heights on which the right of the enemy's 
centre was placed, while Lieutenant^General Sir Rowland Hil" 
should move forward from Sabijana de Alava to attack the left. 
The enemy, however, having weakened his line to strengthen 
his detachment in the hills, abandoned his position in the valley 
as soon as he saw our disposition to attack it, and commenced 
his retreat in good order towards Yittoria. Our troops continued 
to advance in admirable order, notwithstanding the difficulty of 
the ground. In the mean time Laeutenant-General Sir QThomas 
Graham, who commanded the left of the army, consisting of 
the 1 St and 5th divisionsj and Generals Pack and Bradford's 
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brigades of infantry^ and Generals Bock and Anson's brigades 

of cavalry^ and who had been moved on the 20th to Margioi| 

moved forward from thence on Vittoria^ by the high-road from 

that town to Bilboa. He had besides with bini the Spaaidi 

division under Colonel L'onga ; and General Giron, who had 

been detached to the left^ under a different view of the state of 

affairs^ and had afterwards been recalled^ and had arrived on 

the 20th at Orduna^ marched that morning from thence^ so as 

to be in the field in readiness to support Ueutenant-Genenl 

Sir Thomas Graham^ if his support had been required. The 

enemy had a division of infantry and some cavalry^ advanced on 

the great road from Vittoria to Bilboa, resting their right on 

some strong heights covering the village of Gamarra Major. 

Both Gamarra and Abechucho were strongly occupied, as 

tStes-de-pont to the bridges over the Zadora at these places. 

Brigadier-General Pack, with his Portuguese, brigade, and 

Colonel Longa, with the Spanish division, were directed to turn 

and gain the heights, supported by Major-General Anson's 

brigade of light dragoons, and the 5th division of infautiy, under 

the command of Major-General Oswald, who was desired to 

take the command of all these troops. Lieutenant-General Sir 

Thomas Graham reports, that in the execution of this aervicei 

the Portuguese and Spanish troops behaved admirably' well. 

The 4th and 8th Cagadores particularly distinguished tbeoH 

selves. Colonel Longa, being on the left, took possession of 

Gamarra Menor. As soon as the heights were in our possessioOy 

the village of Gamarra Major was most gallantly stormed and 

carried by Brigadier-General Robinson's brigade of the 5dr 

division, which advanced in columns of battalions, under ft 

very heavy fire of artillery and musquetry, without firing a 

«hot, assisted by two guns of Major Lawson's brigade of artiU 

lery. The enemy suffered severely, and lost three pieces 6( 

cannon. The Lieutenant-General then proceeded to attack 

the village of Abechucho, with the first division, by formings 

a strong battery against it, consisting of Captain Dubourdieu'a 

brigade, and Captain Ramsay's troop of horse artillery ; and, 

under cover of this fire, Colonel Halkett's brigade advanced to 

the attack of the village, which was carried, the light battalion 
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having charged and taken three guns and a howitzer on the 
bridge-: this attack was supported by General Bradford's bri- 
gade of Portuguese infantry. During the operations at Abe- 
chucho, the enemy made the greatest efforts to repossess 
themselves of the village of Gamarra Major^ which were gal- 
lantly repulsed by the troops of the 5th division^ under the 
command of Major-General Oswald. Ilie enemy had^ how- 
ever^ on the heights on the left of the Zadora^ two divisions of 
infantry in reserve^ and it was impossible to cross by the 
bridges till the troops which had moved upon the enemy's 
centre and left, had driven them through Vittoria. The 
whole then co-operated in the pursuit^ which was continued 
by all till after it was dark. The movement of the troops 
under I jeu tenant-General Sir Thomas Graham, and their pos* 
session of Gamarra and Abechucho, intercepted the enemy's 
retreat by the high road to- France. They were then obliged to 
turn to the road towards Pampluna ; but Ihey were unable to 
bold any position for a sufficient length of time to allow their 
baggage and artillery to be drawn off. The whole, therefore, 
of the latter^ which had not already been taken by the troops 
in the attack of the successive positions, taken up by the ene- 
my in their retreat from their first position on Aruney and on 
the Zadora, and all their ammunition and baggage, and every 
thing they had, were taken close to Vittoria. I have reason to 
believe that the enemy carried off with them one gun and one 
howitzer only. The army under Joseph Buonaparte, consisted 
of the whole of the armies of the south, and of the centre, and 
of four divisions, and all the cavalry of the army of Portugal, 
and some troops of the army of the north. General Foix's 
division of the army of Portugal was in the neighbourhood of 
Bilboa ; and General Clause!, who commands the army of the 
north, was near Logrono with one division of the army of Por 
tugal, commanded by General Topin, and General Vander- 
massen's division of the army of the north. The 6th division 
of the allied army, under Major-General the Honorable Edward 
Pakenham, was likewise absent, having been detained at Me- 
dina del Pomar for three days, to cover the march of our maga- 
zines and stores. 1 cannot tod highly extol the good conduct 
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tiiis uclioii. Lieutenant-Gcneral Sir Rowland Hill speaks 
highly of the conduct of General Murillo, and of the Spanish 
troopH under his command ; and of that of Lieutenant-General 
die Uonorftblc William Htewart, and the Conde d'Ainaraate, 
who commanded divisions of infantry under his directions. He 
likewise mentions the conduct of the Honorable Lieutenant- 
Colonel O'Callagan^ who maintained the village of Sabijana de 
Alava against all the efforts of the enemy to regahi possessioD 
of it ; and that of l^ieutcnant-Colonel Brooke, of the Adjutantr 
General's department^ and Lieutenant-Colonel the Honorable 
Alexander Abercromby of the Quarter-master General's depart- 
ment. It was impossible for the movements of any troops to 
be conducted with more spirit and regularity than those of the 
respective divisions of Lieutenant-General the Earl of Dalhousie, 
Sir J'homas Picton, Sir Lowry Cole^ and Major-General 
Charles Baron Alten. lliese troops advanced en echelon of 
regiments^ in two^ and occasionally .three lines ; and the Por- 
4ugucsc troops^ in the 3d and 4tli divisionsy under the com- 
mand of Brigadier-General Power and Colonel Stubbs, led 
the march with a steadiness and gallantry nevet before surpass* 
ed on any occasion. Major-General the Honorable Charlei 
Colville's brigade of the Sd division, was seriously attacked in 
its advance, by a very superior force, well foimed : which it 
drove in, supported by General Lnglis's brigade of the 7th divi- 
sion, commanded by Colonel Grant of the 82d. These officen^ 
and the troops under their command, distinguislied tliemselfea. 
Major-General Vandclcur's brigade of die light division waS| 
during the advance upon Vittoria, detached to the support of 
the 7th division, and Lieutenanl-General the Earl of Dalhousie 
Ims reported most favorably of its conduct. Lieutenant-Gene* 
ral Sir Thomas Ciraham particularly reports his sense of the 
assistance he rcreived from Colonel Dclancey, Deputy Quar^ 
ter-Master-General, and from I lieutenant-Colonel Bouverie, 
of the Adjutant-General's department, and from the officers of. 
his personal staff, and from the Honorable Lieutenant-Colond 
Upton, Assistant Quarter-Master-Generul, and Major Hope, 
Assistant- Adjutant, with the first division ; and Major-Gener.«l 
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Oswald reports the same of Lieutenant-Colonel Berkeley, of 
the Adjutant-Generars department, and Lieutenant-Colonel 
Gomm, of the Quarter-Master-General's department. 1 ana 
particularly indebted to Lieutenant-General Sir Thomas Gra- 
ham, and Lieutenant-General Sir Rowland Hill, for the man- 
ner in which they have respectively conducted the service en* 
trusted to them since the commencement of the operations 
\vhich have ended in t\\e battk of the 21«t, and for their coo- 
duct ill the "field of battle; as likewise to Marshal Sir William 
Beresford, for the friendly advice and assistance which I have 
received from him upon all occasions during the late, opera- 
tions. I must not omit to mention likewise, the conduct of 
Cieneral Giron, who commands the Gallician army; who made 
a forced march from Orduna, and was actually on the ground 
in readiness to support Lieutenant-General Sir Thomas 
Oraham. 1 have frequently been indebted, and have had 
occas*ioii to call the attention of your lordship, to the conduct 
of the Quarter-Master-General, Major-General George Mur- 
ray, who, in the late operations, and in the battle of the 21st 
instant, has again given me the greatest assistance. 1 am like- 
wise much indebted to Lord Aylmer, the Deputy Adjutant^ 
General, and to the officers of the Adjutant and Quarter-Mas- 
ter-General's departments respectively; and to Lieutenant- 
Colonel Fitzroy Somerset, Lieutenant-Colonel Campbell, and 
tlie officers of my personal staff; and to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Sir Richard FHetclier, and the officers of the Royal Engineers; 
Colonel His Serene Highness the Hereditary Prince of Orange 
was in the field as my aid- de-camp, and conducted himself with 
his usual gallantry and intelligence. Mareschal del Campo 
Don Luis Wimpfen, and the In8pector-G<;neral, Don Thomas 
O'Donoju, and the officers of the staff of the Spanish army, 
have invariably rendered me every assistance in their power in 
the course of these operations; and I avail myself of this op- 
portunity of expressing my satisfaction at their conduct, as 
likewise with that of Mareschal del Campo Don Miguel de 
Alava, and of Brigadier-General Don Joseph O'Lawler, who 
have been so long and -so usefully employed with me. The ar- 
iiilery was most judiciously placed by Lieutenant-Colonel Dick- 
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son^ and was well served, and the army is particularly indebted 
to that corps. The nature of the ground did not allow of the 
cavalry being generally engaged ; but the general officers, com- 
manding the several brigades, kept the troops under their 
command respectively, close to the infantry to support them, 
and they were most active in the pursuit of the enemy after 
they had been driven through Vittoria. I send this dispatch 
by my aid-de-camp, Captain Freemantle, whom I beg leave to 
recommend to your lordship's protection : lie will have the 
honor of laying at the feet of His Royal Highness the Prince 
Regent, the colours of the 4th battalion of the 100th regiment, 
and Marshal Jourdan's baton, of a Marshal of France, taken 
by the 87th regiment. '' I have the honor to be, 8lc. 

(Signed) '' Wellington." 

" To Earl Bathurst." 

Thr Battles of the Pyrenees. 

'' My Lord, <^ San Estevan, August 1, 1813. 

** Two practicable breaches having been effected at San Se- 
bastian on the 24th of July, orders were given that they should 
be attacked on the morning of the 25th. 1 am concerned to 
have to report that this attempt to obtain possession of the 
place failed, and that our loss was very considerable. 

'' Marshal Soult had been appointed Lieutenant de tEmp§» 
reur and Commander-in-Chief of the French armies in Spain 
and the southern provinces of France, by a Decret Imperial, on 
the Ist of July, and he joined and took the command o£ the 
army on the 13th of July, which having been joined neady 
about the same time by the corps which had been in Spain 
under the command of General Clausel, and by other rein- 
forcements, was called the army of Spain, and re-formed into 
nine divisions of infantry, forming the right, centre, and lefk^ 
under the command of General Reille, Count dV&lon, and 
General Clausel, as Lieutenant-Generals, and a reserve under 
General Villate, and two divisions of dragoons and one of light 
cavalry, the two former under the command of Generals Trcil- 
lard and Tilly, and the latter under the command of Genend 
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Pierre Soult. There was besides allotted to the army a large 
proportion of artillery, and a considerable numbef of guns had 
already joined. 

'* The al/ied army was posted, as I have alrer.dy informed 
your Lordship, in the passes of the mountains. Major-Gene* 
ral Byng's brigade of British infantry, and General Murillo's 
division of Spanish infantry, were on the right, in the pass of 
Roncesvalles. Lieutenant-General Sir Lowry Cole was posted 
at Vi-^carret, to support tho«e troops ; and Lieutenant-General 
Sir Thomas Picton, with the third division, at Olaque, in re^ 
serve. 

*' Lieutenant-Generai Sir Rowland Hill occupied the valley 
of Bastan with the remainder of the second division, and the 
Portuguese division, under the Conde de Amarante, detaching 
General Campbell's Portuguese brigade to Lot Alduides^ 
within the French territory. The light and seventh divisions 
occupied the heights of Santa Barbara, and the town of Vera^ 
and the Puerto de Echalar, and kept the coaimuoicatioii with the 
valley of Bastan ; and the sixth division was in reserve at San 
Estevan. General Longa's division kept the communication 
between the troops at Vera and those under Lieutenant-General 
Sir Thomas Graham, and Marischal del Campo Giron on the 
great road. The Conde del Abisbal blockaded. Pam plana. 

^* On the 24th Marshal So.nit collected the right and left 
wings of his army, with one division of his centre, and two 
divisions of cavalry, at St. Jean Pied de Port, and on the 25th 
attacked, with between thirty. and forty thousand men, General 
Byng's post at Roncesvalles, Lieutenant-General Sir Lowry 
Cole moved up to his support with the 4th division, and these 
ofiScers were enabled to maintain their posts throughout the 
day. But the enemy turned it in the afternoon ; and Lieute* 
nant-General Sir Lowry Cole considered it to be necessary to 
withdraw in the night ; and he marched to the neighbourhood 
of Zubiri. 

'' fn the actions that took place on this day the Wth regi* 
raent distinc^uished themselves. 

'' Two divisions of the centre of the enemy's army attacked 
Sir Rowland H ill's position in the Puerto de Maya, at the hea^ 
R.M.Cal. 1. P 
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of the valley of Bastan^ in the afternoon of the same liay. The 
brdnt of the action fell upon Major^General Pringle's and 
Major-General Walker's brigades in the second division, under 
the command of Lieutenant-General the Honorable William 
Stewart. These troops were at first obliged to give way ; but 
having been supported by Major-General Barnes's brigade of 
the 7 th division, they regained that part of their post, which was 
the key of the whole, and would have enabled them to re*as8ume 
it, if circumstances had permitted it; but Sir Rowland Hill 
-having been apprised of the necessity that Sir Lowry Cole 
should retire, deemed it expedient to withdraw his troops 
likewise to Irurita; and the enemy did not advance on the fol- 
lowing day beyond the Puerto de Maya. 

'' Notwithstanding the enemy's superiority of numbers, they 
acquired but little advantage over those brave troops during 
the seven hours they were engaged. All the regiments charged 
with the bayonet. The conduct of the 82d regiment^ which 
moved up with Major-General Barnes's brigade, is particnllu*Iy 
reported. 

'' lieutenant-General the Honorable William Stewart was 
slightly wounded. 

'' I was not apprised of these events till late in the night of 
the 25th and 26th ; and I adopted immediate measures to eon* 
centrate the army to the right, still providing for the siege of 
San Sebastian, and for the blockade of Pampluna. 

*' This would have been eiFected early on the 27th, only that 
Lieutenant-General Sir Lowry Cole, and Lieutenant-General 
Sir Thomas Picton, concurred in thinking their post at Zubiii 
not tenable for the time during which it would have been ne- 
cessary to wait in it. They therefore retired early on the 27th, 
and took up a position to cover the blockade of Pampluna, 
having the right, consisting of the 3d division, in front of 
Huarte, and extending to the hills beyond Olaz, and the left, 
consisting of the 4th division, Major-General Byng's, and Bri* 
gadier-General Campbell's Portuguese brigade, on the heights 
in front of Villalba, having their left at a diapel behind Soran- 
sen, on the high road from Ostiz to Pampluna, and Aetr right 
resting upon a height which defended the Ugh road from Zubiri 
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and Roncesvalles. General Murillo's division of Spanish in- 
fantry, and that part of the Conde del Abisbal's corps, not en- 
gaged in the blockade, were in reserve. From the latter; the 
regiment of Pravia, and that of El Principe, were detached to 
occupy part of the hill on the right of the 4th division, by which 
the road from Zirbiri was defended. 

" The British cavalry under Lieutenant-General Sir Staple- 
ton Cotton were placed near Huarte on the right, being the 
only ground on which it was possible to use the cavalry. 

** The river Lanz runs in the valley which was on the left of 
the allied, and on the right of the French army, along the road 
to Ostiz. Beyond this river there is another range of moun- 
tains, connected with Ligasso and Marcaiain, by which place it 
was now necessary to communicate with the rest of the army. 

'^ I joined the 3d and 4th division just as they were talcing 
their ground on the 27th, and shortly afterwards the enemy 
formed their army on a mountain, the front of which extends 
from the high road to Ostiz to the high road to Zubiri,' and they 
placed one division on their left of that road on a height, and in 
some villages in front of the dd division. They had\here also a 
large body of cavalry. 

<' In a short time after they had taken up their ground, the 
enemy attacked the hill on the right of the 4th division, which 
was then occupied by one battalion of the 4th Portuguese regi* 
ment, and by the Spanish regiment of Pravia. 

'* The troops defended their ground, and drove the enemy 
from it with the bayonet. Seeing the importance of this hill to 
our position, I reinforced it with the 40tfa regiment; and Ais 
regiment, with the Spanish regiments of El Principe and Pra- 
via, held it from this time, notwithstanding the repeated efforts 
of the enemy, during the 27th and 28th, to obtain possession 
of it. 

*' Nearly at the same time that the enemy attacked this 
height on the 27th, they took possession of the village of Sorau* 
sen, on the road to Ostiz, by which they acquired the commu- 
nication by that road, and they kept up a fire of musquetry 
along the line till it was dark. 
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'* We were joined, on the nioroiog of the 28th, by the sixth 
division of infantry, and I directed that the heights should be 
occupied on the left of the valley of the Lanz ; and that the 
sixth division should form across the valley, in rear of the left 
of the fourth division, resting their right ou Oricain, and their 
left upon the heights above-mentioned. 

'* 'I'he sixth division had scarcely taken up their position 
when they were attacked by a very large force of the enemy, 
which had been assembled in the village of Sorausen. 

** Their front was, however, so well defended by the fire of 
tlieir own light troops from the heights on their left, and by the 
fire from the heights occupied by the fourth division and Bri- 
gadier-General Campbell's Portuguese brigade, that the enemy 
were soon driven back with immense loss, from a fire on their 
front, both flanks, and rear. 

'^ In .order to extricate tlieir troops from the difiiculty in 
which they fomid themselves in their situation in the valley of 
the Lanz, the enemy now attacked the height on which the left 
of the fourth division stood, which was occupied by the 7th ca- 
9adores, of which they obtained a momentary possession. Tbey 
were attacked, however, again by the 7th ca^adores, supported 
by Major-General Ross, at the head of his brigade of the 4th 
division, and were driven down with great loss. 

** The battle now became general along the whole front of 
the heights, occupied by the 4th division, and in every part in 
our favor, excepting where one battalion of the lOtb Pprtugtieae 
regiment of Major-General Campbell's brigade was posted. 
This battalion having been overpowered, and having been 
obliged to give way immediately on the right of Major-General 
Ross's brigade, the enemy established themselves on our line, 
and Major-General Ross was obliged to withdraw from his post* 

'^ r, however, ordered the 27th and4Sth regiments to chai^, 
first that body of the enemy which had first established them- 
selves on the heights, and next those on4fae left. Both attacks 
succeeded, and the enemy were driven down with immense 
loss ; and the 6th division having nioved forwards at the sapie 
time to a situation in the valley nearer to the left of the 4th, the 
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attack upon this front ceased entirely, and continued but faintly 
on other points of our line. 

'' In the course of this contest, the gallant fourth division, 
which has so frequently been distinguished in this army, sur* 
passed their former good conduct. Every regiment charged 
with the bayonet ; and the 40th, the 7th, 20th, and 2Sd, four 
different times. Their oiScers set them the exaroplei and 
Major*GeneraI Ross had two horses shot under him. The 
Portuguese troops likewise behaved admirably ; and 1 had every 
reason to be satisfied with the conduct of the Spanish regiments 
El Principe and Pravia. 

'* I had ordered Lieutenant-General Sir Rowland Hill to 
march by Lanz upon Lizasso, as soon as 1 found that Lieute- 
nant-Generals Sir Thomas Picton and Sir Lowry Cole had 
moved from Zubiri ; and Lieutenant-General the Earl of Dal- 
housie, from San Kstevan to the same place, where both arrived 
on the 28th, and the seventh division came to Marcalain. 

" The enemy's force, which had been in front of Sir Rowland 
Hill, followed his march, and arrived at Ostiz on the 29th. — 
The enemy thus reinforced, and occupying a position in the 
mountains which appeared little liable to attack, and finding that 
they could make no impression on our front, determined to en- 
deavour to turn our left by an attack on Sir Rowland Hill's 
corps. 

" They reinforced with one division the troops which Irad 
been already opposed to him, still occupying the same points in 
the mountain, on which was formed their principal force, but 
they drew into their left the troops which occupied the heights 
opposite the third division, and they had, during the night of the 
2gth and SOth, occupied in strength the crest of the mountain 
on our left of the Lanz, opposite to the sixth and seventh divi- 
sions ; thus connecting their right in their position with the di- 
visions detached to attack Lieutenant-General Sir Rowland 

Hill. 

*^ I, however, determined to attack their position^ and order- 
ed Lieutenant-General the Earl of Dalhousie, to possess himself 
of the top of the mountain in his front, by which the enemy's 
right would be turned, and Lieutenant-General Sir Thomas 
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Picton to cross the heights on which the enemy's left bad stood^ 
aud to turn their left by the road to Roncesvalles^ All the ar- 
rangements were made to attack the front of the enemy^s po- 
sition^ as soon as the effect of these movements on their flank 
should begin to appear, Major-General the Honorable Ed- 
ward Pakenhkm, whom I had sent to take the command of the 
sixth division, Major-General Pack having been w ounded, 
turned the village of Sorausen, as soon as tiie £arl of Dai- 
housie had driven the enemy from the mountain, by which that 
flank was defended ; and the sixth division/ and Major-General 
Byng's brigade, which had relieved the fourth division on the 
left of our position on the road to Ostiz, instantly attacked and 
carried that village. 

'^ Lieutenant-General Sir Lowry Cok likewise attacked the 
front of the enemy's main position with the 7lh ca^adores, sup* 
ported by the 11th Portuguese regiment| the 40th, and the 
battalion under Colonel Bingham, consisting of the Queen*ft 
and the 53d regiment. All these operations obliged the enemy 
to abandon a position which is one of the strongest aud most 
diflicult of access that I have yet seen^ occupied by troops* 

'^ In their retreat from this position the enemy lost a great 
number of prisoners. 

'^ I cannot sufficiently applaud the conduct of all the general 
officers and troops throughout these operations. The attack 
made by Lieutenant-General the Earl of Dalhonsie was admir-' 
ably conducted by his Lordship, and executed by Major-Gene- 
ral Inglis and the troops composing his brigade ; and thai by 
Major-General the Honorable Edward Pakenhani and Majors 
General Byng, and that by Lieutenant-General Sir Lowrj 
Cole, and the movement made by Sir Thomas Picton, nieril 
my highest commendation « 

'^ The latter officer co-operated in the attack of the moun- 
tain by detaching troops to his left, in which the Honorable 
Lieutenant-Colonel Trench was wounded, but 1 hope not se-r 
riously. 

'^ While these operations were going on, and in proportion 93. 
i observed their success, 1 detached troops to the support of 
Lieutenant-General Sir Rowland Hill. 
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" The enemy appeared in his front late in the morning, and 
immediate]? commenced an extended manoeuvre upon his left 
flank, which obliged him to withdravr from a height which he 
occupied behind the Lizasso to the next range. He there, 
however, maintained himself, and I enclose his report of the 
conduct of the troops. I continued the pursuit of the enemy, 
after their retreat from the mountains to Olaque, where I was 
at sunset, immediately in the rear of their attack upon Lieute- 
nant-General Sir Rowland Hill. They withdrew from his 
front in the night, and yesterday took up a strong position, 
with two divisions, to cover their rear in the pass of Dona 
Maria. 

" Lieutenant-General Sir Rowland Hill, and the Earl of 
Dalhonsie, attacked and carried the pass, notwithstanding the 
vigorous resistance of the enemy and the strength of their posi* 
tion. I am concerned to add, that Lieutenant-General the 
Honorable William Stewart was wounded upon this occasion. 

^' In the mean time 1 moved with Major-General Byng's bri- 
gade, and the 4th division, under Lieutenant-General Sir Lowry 
Cole, by the pass of V elate upon Irurita, in order to turn the 
enemy's position on Dona Maria. Major-General Byng took, 
in Elizondo, a large convoy going to the enemy, and made 
many prisoners. 

** We have this day continued the pursuit of the enemy in 
the valley of the Bidassoa, and many prisoners and much bag- 
gage have been taken. Major-General Byng has possessed 
himself of the valley of Bastan, and of the position on the 
Puerto de Maya; and the army will be this night nearly in the 
same positions, which they occupied on the 25th of July. 

*' I trust that his Royal Highness the Prince Regent will bei 
satisfied with the conduct of the troops of his Majesty and of 
his allies on this occasion. The enemy having been consider- 
ably reinforced and re-equipped after their late defeat, made a 
most formidable attempt to relieve the blockade of Pampluna, 
with the whole of their forces, excepting the reserve under 
General Villate, which remained in front of our troops on the 
great road from Irun. 

This attempt has been entirely frustrated by the operations 



232 fititi M^tfiW^* 

of a part only of the allied army, and the enemy have sudtaitted 
a defeat, and suffered a severe loss in both oJQ^cers and men. 

'^ The enemy's expectations of success, beyond the point of 
raising the blockade of Pampluna, were certainly very sanguine. 
They brought into Spain a large body of cavalry, and a great 
number of guns, neither of which arms could' be used to any 
great extent, by either party, in the battle which took place. 
They sent off the guns to St. Jean Pied de Port on the even- 
ing of the 28th, .which have thus returned to France in safety. ^ 

*' The details^ of the operations will shew your Lordship how 
much reason I have to be satisfied with the conduct of all the 
general officers, officers, and troops. It is impossible to de- 
scribe the enthusiastic bravery of the fourth division; and I was 
nmch indebted to Lieutenant- General Sir Lowry Cole^ for the 
manner in which he directed their operations; to Major-General 
Anson, Major-General Ross, Major-General Byng, and Briga- 
dier-General Campbell, of the Portuguese service. AU the 
, officers commanding, and the officers of the regiments, were 
remarkable for their gallantry ; but I particularly observed 
Lieutenant-Colonel O 'Toole, of the 7th ca9adores,in the charge 
upon the enemy on our left, on the 28th, and Captain Joaquim 
Telles Jurdao, of the 1 1th Portuguese regiment, in the attack 
of the mountain on the SOth. 

*' I beg to draw your Lordship's attention, likewise, to the 
valuable assistance I received throughout these operations^ 
from Lieuteqant-General Sir Rowland Hill, from Lieutenant- 
General the £arl of Dalhousie, and Sir Thomas Pictooy in 
those of the SOth and 51st of July. 

'' To the Conde del Abisbal also, I am indebted for every 
assistance it was in his power to give, consistently with faia 
attention to the blockade. I have already mentioned the cob« 
duct of the regiments of Pravia and El Principe, belonging to 
the army of reserve of Andalusia, in a most trying situation; 
and the whole corps appeared animated by the same zealous 
spirit which pervaded all the troops in that position. 

'^ Marshal Sir William Beresford was with me throughout 
these operations, and I received from him all the assistance 
which his talents so well qualified him to afford me. The good 
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cunduct of the Portuguese officers and troops^ in all the oper- 
ations of the present campaign, and the spirit that they show 
on every occasion, are not less honorable to that nation than 
they are to the military character of the officer, >^ho, by his 
judicious measures has re-established discipline, and revived a 
military spirit in the Army. 

'^ 1 have again to draw your Lordship's attention to the 
\aluable assistance 1 received throughout these operations from 
the Quarter-Master- General, M ajor-General Murray, and the 
Adjutant-General Major-General Pakenham, and the officers 
of those departments respectively ; and from Lieuteoant-Colonel 
Lord Fitzroy Somerset, Lieutenaut-Colooel Campbell, and the 
officers of my personal staff. 

*' Alihough our wounded are numerous, I am happy .to say 
that the cases in general are slight; and 1 have great pleasure 
in reporting to your Lordship, that the utmost attention has 
been paid to them by the Inspector of Hospitals, Dr. M'Gre^ 
gor, and the officers of the department under bis directions. 

*' Adverting to the extent and nature of our operations, and 
the difficulties of our communications at times, I have reason 
to be extremely well satisfied with the zeal and exertions of 
Sir Robert Kennedy, the Commissary-General, and the officers 
of his department, throughout the campaign, which, upon the 
whole, have been more successful in supplying the troops than 
could have been expected. 

*' 1 transmit this dispatch to your Lordship by his Serene 
Highness the Hereditary Prince of Orange, who is perfectly 
well acquainted with all that has passed, and with the situatioo 
of the army; and will be able to inform your Lordship of 
many details relating to this series of operations, for which « 
dispatch does not afford scope. His Highness had a horse 
bhot uuder him in the battle near Sorausen on the 28th of 
July. 1 have the honor to be, &c. 

(Signed) *' Wellington.*' 

'' To Earl Balhurst." 



t. 
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Battle of Nivelle. 

10th November^ 1813. 

" My Lord, '' St. P6, November IStb, 1815. 

** The enemy have, since the beginning of August, occupied 
a position with their right upon the sea, in front of St. Jean de 
Luz, and on the left of the Nivelle, their centre on La Petite 
La Khune in Sarr6y and on the heights behind the village, and 
their left, consisting of two divisions of infantry, under the 
Comte D*£rIon, on the right of that river, on a strong height 
in rear of Auhoue^ and on the mountain of Mondarin, which 
protected the approach to that village; they had had one division 
under General Foy at St. Jean Pied de Port, which was joined 
by one of the army of Arragon, under General Paris, at the time 
the left of the allied army crossed the Bidassoa on 7th October; 
General Foy's division joined those on the heights behind An- 
houe, when Lieutenant-General Sir Rowland Hill, moved into 
the valley of Bastan. Tlie enemy, not satisfied with the natural 
strength of this position, had the whole of it fortified, and their 
right, in particular, had been made so strong, that 1 did not 
deem it expedient to attack it in front. 

*' Pampluna having surrendered on the S 1st of October, and the 
light of the army having been disengaged from covering the block- 
ade of that place, I moved Lieutenant-General Sir Rowland Hill^ 
on the 6th and 7th, into the valley of Bastan, as soon as the state 
of the roads, after the recent rains, would permit^ mtending to 
attack the enemy on the 8lh instant; but the rain which fell on 
the 7th instant having again rendered the roads impracticable, I 
was obliged to defer the attack till the 10th, when we completely 
succeeded in carrying all the positions on the enemy's left and 
centre, in separating the former from the latter, and by thesd 
means turning the enemy's strong positions occupied by their 
right on ihe lower Nivelle, which they were obliged to evacuate 
during the night, having taken fifty-one pieces of cannon, and 
fourteen hundred prisoners. The object of the attack being to 
force the enemy's centre and to establish our army in rear of 
their right, the attack was made in columns of divisions, each 
led by the General Officer commanding it, and each forming its 
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own reserve. Lieutenant-Geueral Sir Rowland Hill directed 
the movement of the right, consisting of the ^d division, under 
Lieutenant-General the Honorable Sir William Stewart; the 
6th division, under Lieutenant-General Sir Henry Clinton; a 
Portuguese division, under Lieu tenant-General Sir John Hamil- 
ton, and a Spanish division, under General Murillo, and Colonel 
Grant's brigade of cavalry; and a brigade of Portuguese artillery, 
under Lieutenant-Colonel Tulloh; and three mountain guns, 
under Lieutenant Robe, which attacked the positions of the 
enemy behind Anhoue. 

'^ Marshal Sir William Beresford directed the movements of 
the right of the centre, consisting of the Sd division, under 
Major-General the Honorable Charles Colville; the 7th division, 
under Mariscal de Campo Le Cor; and the 4th division, under 
Lieutenant-General the Honorable Sir Lowry Cole. The latter 
attacked the redoubts in front of Sarre, that village and the 
heights behind it, supported on their left by the army of reserve 
of Andalusia, under the command of the Mariscal de Campo 
Don Pedro Girou, wliich attacked the enemy's positions on their 
right of Sarr6, on the slopes of La Petite La Rhune, and the 
heights beyond the village, on the left of the 4th division. — 
Major-General Charles Baron Alten attacked, nith the light 
division and General Longa's Spanish division, the enemy *8 po- 
sitions on La Petite La Rhune, and having carried them, co- 
operated with the right of the centre on the attack of the heights 
behind Sarre. General Al ten's brigade of cavalry, under the 
direction of Lieutenant-General Sir Stapleton Cotton^ followed 
the movements of the centre, and there were three brigades of 
British artillery with this part of the army, and three mountain 
gims with General Girou, and three with Major-General Charles 
Alten. Lieutenant-General Don Manuel Freyre moved, in 
two columns, from the heights of Mandale towards Ascain, in 
order to take advantage of any movements the enemy might make 
from the right of his position towards his centre: and Lieute- 
nant-General Sir John Hope, with the left of the army, drove in 
the enemy's outposts in front of their entrenchments on the 
Lower Nivelle, carried the redoubt above Qrogne, and esta- 
t>lished himself on the heights immediately opposite Sibour, in 
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readiness to take advantage of any movement made by the 
enemy's right. The attack began at day-light, and Lieutenant- 
General the Honorable Sir Lowry Cole, having obliged the 
enemy to evacuate the redoubt on their right, in front of Sarrt, 
by a cannonade, and that in front of the left of the village 
having been likewise evacuated on the approach of the 7th divi« 
sion, under General Le Cor, to attack it, Lieutenant-General Sir 
Lowry Cole attacked and possessed himself of the village, wfatcfa 
was turned, on its left, by the 3d divbion, under Major-General 
the Honorable Charles Colville, and on its right by the reserve 
of Andalusia, under Don Pedro Girou, and Major-General 
Charles Baron Alten carried the positions on La Petite La 
Uhune. The whole then co-operated in the attack of the ene- 
my's main position behind the village. Ilie Sd and 7tfa divisions 
immediately carried the redoubts on the left of the enemy's 
centre, and the light division those on the right, while the 4th 
division, with the reserve of Andalusia on the left, attacked llieir 
positions in their centre. By these attacks, the enemy were 
obliged to abandon their strong positions, which they had forti- 
fied with much care and labour; and they left ita the principal 
redoubt on the height the 1st battalion 88th regiment, which 
immediately surrendered. 

** While these operations were going on in the centre, I had 
the pleasure of seeing the 6th division, under Lieutenant-Gene- 
ral Sir Henry Clinton, after having crossed the Nivelle, and 
having driven in the enemy's piquets on both banks, and haviiq^ 
covered the passage of the Portuguese division, under Laeute* 
nant-General Sir John Hamilton, on its right, make a most 
handsome attack upon the right of the enemy's position behind 
Anhoue, and on the right of the Nivelle, and carry all the 
entrenchments, and the redoubt on that flank. Lieutenant- 
General Sir John Hamilton supported with the Portuguese. 
division, the 6th division on its right, and both co-operated in 
the attack of the second redoubt, which was immediately carried. 
Major-General Pringle's brigade of the 2d division, under Lim- 
tenant-General the Honorable Sir William Stewart, drove in 
the enemy's piquets on the Nivelle and in front of Anhouey and 
then Major-General Byng's brigade of the 2d division canied 



THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON. 237 

the entrenchments and a redoubt further on the enemy's left, in 
which attack the Major- General and these troops distinguished 
themselves. Major-General Murillo covered the advance of 
the whole to the heights behind Anhoue, by atticking the ene- 
my's posts on the slopes of Mondarin^ and following them 
towards Ilzatee. The troops on the heights behind Auhoue 
were, by these operations, under the direction of Lieutenant- 
General Sir Rowland Hill, forced to retire towards the bridge 
of Cambo, on the Nive; with the exception of the division in 
Mondarin, which by the march of a part of the ^ division, 
under Lieutenant-General the Honorable Sir William Stewart, 
was pushed into the mountains towards Baygory.— -As soon as 
the heights were carried on both banks of the Nivelle, I directed 
the 3d and 7 th divisions, being the right of our centra, to move 
by the left of that river upon St. P6, and the 6th division by 
the right of that river, on the same place, while the 4th and 
light divisions, and General G iron's reserve, held the heights 
above Ascain, and covered this movement on that side, and 
Lieutenaut-General Sir Rowland Hill covered it on the other. 
A part of the enemy's troops had retired from their centre, and 
had crossed the Nivelle at St. P6; and as soon as the 6th divi- 
sion a{^roached, the 3d division, under Major-Geocnil die 
Honorable Charles Colville, and the 7th division, under General 
Le Cor, crossed that river and attacked, and. immediately gained 
possession of the heights beyond it. We were thus established 
in the rear of the enemy's right ; but so much of the day was 
now spent, that it was impossible to. make any further move- 
ment, and I was obliged to defer our further operations till the 
following morning. 

^' The enemy evacuated Ascain in the afternoon,- of which 
village Lieutenant-General Don Manuel Freyre took possession; 
and quitted all their works and positions in front of St. Jean de 
Luz during the night, and retired upon Bidart, destroying all 
the bridges on the Lower Nivelle. Lieutenant-General the 
Honorable Sir John Hope followed them with the left of. the 
army, as soon as he > could cross the river ; and Marshal Sir 
William Beresford moved the centre of the army as far as the 
state of the roads after a violent fall of rain would allow; and 
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the enemy retired again on tke night of the l]tb|itito an en- 
trenched camp in front of Bayonne. In the course of the oper- 
ations of which I have given your Lordship an outline, in which 
we have driven the enemy from positions which they had been 
fortifying with great labour and care for three months, in which 
we have taken tifty-one pieces of cannon, six tumbrils of ammu- 
nition, and fourteen hundred prisoners, I have great satisfaction 
in reporting the good conduct of all the officers and troops. 
The report itself will show how much reason I had to be satit- 
fied with the conduct of Marshal Sir William Beresford, andoC 
Lientenant-General Sir Rowland Hill, who directed the attack 
of the centre and right of the army; and with that of Lieute- 
nant-Generals the Honorable Sir George Lowry Cole^ the 
Honorable Sir William Stewart, Sir John Hamilton, and Sir 
Henry Clinton; and Major-Generals the Honorable Cliarles 
Colville, Charles Baron Alten, Mariscal De Campo P Le 
Cor, and Mariscol De Campo Don Pablo Murillo, commanding, 
divisions of infantry; and viith that of Don Pedro Girou, con>- 
manding the reserve of Andalusia. — Lieutenant«Geiieral Sir 
Rowland Hill and Marshal Sir William Beresford, and tbeaa 
general officers, have reported their sense of the conduct of .the 
generals and troops under their command, respectively; and I 
particularly request your Lordship's attention to the conduct of 
Major-General Byng, and of Major-General Lambert, who 
condi»cted the attack of the 6th division. 1 likewise particulaiij 
observe the gallant conduct of the 5l8t and 68th regiments, 
under the command of Major Rice and Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hawkins, in Major-General Inglis's brigade, in the attack of 
the heights above St. P6, in the afternoon of the 10th. The 
6th Portuguese brigade, in the 3d division, under Major-Grene- 
ral Power, likewise distinguished themselves in the attack of the 
left of the enemy's centre, and Major-General Anson's brigade, 
of the 4th division, m the village of Sarr^, and the centre of the 
heights. Although the most brilliant part of this service did 
not fall to the lot of Lieutenant- General the Honorable Sir 
John Hope, and Lieutenant-General Don ^M. Freyre, I have 
every reason to be satisfied with the mode in which these gene- 
ral officers conducted the service of which they had the direction. 



THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON. . 239 

Our loss, although severe, has not been so great as might have 
been expected^consideriiig the strength of the positions attacked, 
and the length of time (from day-light till dark) during which 
the troops were engaged : but 1 am concerned to add, that Co- 
lonel Barnard, of the 93th, has been severely, though 1 hope 
not dangerously, wounded; and that we have lost in Lieutenant- 
Colonel Lloyd, of the 94th, an officer who had frequently dis- 
tinguished himself, and was of great promise. L received the 
greatest assistance in forming the plan for this attack, atid 
throughout the operations, from the Quarter-Master-General 
Sir George Murray, and the Adjutant-General the Honorable 
Sir Eld ward Pakenham, and from Lieutenant-Colonel Lord 
Fitzroy Somerset, Lieutenant-Colonel Campbell, and all the 
officers of my personal staff, and His Serene Highness the Prince 
of Orange. The artillery which was in the iGeld was of great 
use to us ; and 1 cannot sufficiently acknowledge the intelligence 
and activity with which it veas brought to the point of attack, under 
the direction of Colonel Dickson, over the bad roads through 
the mountains, at this season of the year. I send this dispatch 
by my Aid-de-Camp, Lieutenant Marquess of Worcester, whom 
I beg leave to recommend to your Lordship. 

(Signed) *' Wellington." 

BATTLE OF THE NIVE. 

9th to 13th December, ISIS^ 

" My Lord, " St. J<»an de Luz, December J4, 1813. 

'^ Since the enemy's retreat from the Nivelle, they had occupied 
a position in front of Bayonne, which had been entrenched 
with great labor since the battle fought at Vittona in June last. 
It appears to be under the fire of the works of the place, the 
right rests upon the Adour, and the front in this part is covered 
by a morass, occasioned by a rivulet which falls into the Adour. 
The right of the centre rests upon this same morass, and its left 
upon the River Nive. The left is between the Nive and the 
Adour, on which river the left rests. They had their advanced 
posts from their right in front of Anglet and towards Biaritz. 
With their left they defended the River Nive, and communi- 
cated with General Paris's division of the army of Catalpnia, 
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which was at St. Jean Pied de Port, and they had a considerable 
corps cantoned in Ville Tranche and Mouguerre. It was im- 
possible to attack the enemy in this position, as long as they 
remained in force in it. I had determined to pass (he Nive 
immediately after the passage of the Nivelle^ but was prevented 
by the bad state of the roads, and the swelling of all the rivulets 
occasioned by the full of rain in the beginning of that month, but 
the state of the weather and roads, having at length enabled me 
to collect tlie materials, and make the preparations for formin 
bridges for the passage of that river, I moved the troops out o ^ 
their cantonments on the 8th, and ordered that the right of th^ 
army under Lieutenant-Generai Sir Rowland Hill should passoi'B. 
the Qiii, al and in the neighbourhood of Cambo, while Marsha.7 
Sir William Beresford should favor and support his operation, by 
passing the 6ih (Lvision under Lieutenant-Generai SirHenry Clin- 
ton, ut Ustaritz ; both operations succeeded completely. The 
enemy was immediately driven from the right bank of the river 
and retired towards Bayonne, by the great road of St. Jean Pied 
de Port. Those posted opposite Cam bo were nearly inter- 
cepted by the 6th division, and one regiment was driven from 
the road and obliged to march across the country. Tlie enemy 
assembled in considerable force on a range of heights running 
paiailtl with the Adour, and still keeping Ville Franche by their 
right. The 8th Portuguese regiment, under Colonel Douglae, 
and the 9th cagadores, under Colonel Brown, and the British 
light infantry battalions of the 6th division, carried this village 
and the heights m the neighbourhood. The rain which had 
fallen the preceding night, and on the morning of the 8th, had so 
destroyed the road, that the day had nearly elapsed before die 
whole of Sir ]lv)wlun(] Hill's corps had come up, and I was 
therefore satisfied with the possession of the ground which sre 
occupied. 

" Ou the same day, Lieutcnant-General Sir John Hope, with 
the left of the army under his command, moved forward by the 
great road from St. Jean de Luz towards Bnyonne, and recon- 
noitred the right of the intrenched camp uii(!er Bayonne, and the 
course of the Adour below the town, after driving in the enemj*s 
posts from the neighbourhood of Biaritz and Anglet. The light 
divinion^ under Major-General Alten, likewise moved forward 
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from Bassiisarry, and reconnoitred that part of the enemy's in- 
trenchments. Sir John Hope and Major-General Alten retired 
in the evening to the ground they had before occupied. 

^' On the morning of the 10th, Lieutenant-General Sir Rowland 
Hill found that the enemy had retired from the position which they 
had occupied the day before on the heights^ into the intrenched camp 
on that side of the Nive; and he therefore occupied the position 
intended for him, with his right towards the Adour, and hitf leftat 
Ville Franche, and communicating with the centre of the army^ 
under Marshal Sir William Beresford, by a bridge laid over the 
Nive ; and ihe troops under the Marshal were again drawn to 
the left of the Nive. General Murillo's division of Spanish infan- 
try, which had remained with Sir Rowland Hill when the other 
Spanish troops went into cantonments, was placed at Urcuray 
With Colonel Vivian's brigade of light dragoons at Hasparren, 
in order to observe the movements of the enemy's division under 
General Paris, which upon the passage of the Nive had retired 
towards St. Palais. 

^' On the 10th in the momhig the eneni]^ moved out of the in- 
trenched camp with their whole army, with the exception only 
of what occupied the works opposite to Sir Rowland Hill's po- 
sition, and drove in the picquets of the light division, and of 
Sir John Hope's corps, and made a most desperate attack upcm 
the post of the former at the chateau and church of Arcangues, 
and upon the advanced posts of the latter, on the high road from 
Bayonne to St. Jean de Luz, near the Mayor's house of Biaritz. 
Both attacks were repulsed in the most gallant style by the 
troops, and Sir John Hope's corps took about five hundred pri- ^ 
soners. The brunt of the action with Sir John Hope's advanced . 

post fell upon the J st Portuguese brigad e, under Brigadier-Ge- ^ j^^ 
neral Archibald Campbell, which were on duty, and upon Ma-y^-^^^ 

jof-General Robinson's brigade of the 5th division, which moved ^ 

up to their support. lieutenant-General Sir John Hope reports 
most favorably of the conduct of those, and of all the other troops 
engaged, and I had great satisfaction in finding that this attempt 
made by the enemy upon our left, in order to obMge us to draw 
in our right, was completely defeated by a comparatively small 
part of our force. - 

R.M. Cal. 1. Q 
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^'I cannot sufficiently applaud the ability^ cooki^ss, and 
Jndgnient of Lieutenant-General Sir John Hope^ who, with the 
General and Staff Officers under his command, ^ewed the 
troops an example of gallantry, which must have tended to pro- 
ckice the favorable result of the day. Sir John Hope received a 
very severe contusion, which, however, I am happy to say, has not 
deprived me for a moment of the benefit of his assistance. After 
tlie action was over, the regiments of Nassau and Frankfort, 
.Hnder the command of Colonel Kruse, came over to the posts 
of Major-General Ross's brigade, of the 4th division, whicli 
were formed for the support of the centre. 

'* When the night closed, the enemy were still in large force in 
front of our posts on the ground from which they had driven tbe 
picquets. They retired, however, during the night, from Lieo- 
tenant-General Sir John Hope's front, leaving small posts which 
were immediately driven in. They still occupied, in force, the 
bridge on which the picquets of the light division had stood ; and 
it was obvious that the whole army was still in front of our left; 
md about three in the afternoon, they again drove in lieutentint- 
General Sir John Hope's picquets, and attacked his posts. 
They were again repulsed, M'ith considerable loss. The attack 
was recommenced on the morning of the 12th, with the aaroe 
want of success ; the first division, under Major-Geoeral Hoivr- 
ard, having relieved the fifth division; and the enemy discontiiio- 
ed it in the afternoon, and retired entirely within the intreached 
camp on that night. They never renewed the attack on the 
posts of the light division after the 10th. 

'^ Lieutenant- General Sir John Hope reports most favorably 
of the conduct of all the officers and troops, particularly of the 1st 
Portuguese brigade, under Brigadier- General Archijald Camp- 
bell; and of Major-General Robinson's and Major-General 
Hay's brigades of the 5th division, under the command of Alt 
Honorable Colonel Greville. He mentions, particularly, Majoi^ 
General Hay, commanding the 5th division, Major-Geamb 
Robinson and Bradford, Brigadier-General Campbell, Colosets 
De Regoa and Greville, commanding the several brigades, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Uoyd, of the 84th, who was unfortunately tiUtd, 
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Lieutenant-Colonels Barnes of the Royals, and Cameron of the 
9th, Captain Ramsay of the Royal Horse Artillery, Colonel Dc 
Lancey, Deputy-Quarter- Master-General, and Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel McDonald, Assistant- Adjutant-General, attached to Sir John 
Hopes corps, and the officers of his personal StafF. The 1st 
division, under Major-General Howard, were not engaged until 
the 12th, when the enemy's attack was more feeble ; but the 
guards conducted themselves with their usual spirit. The enemy 
hiving thus failed in all their attacks, with their whole force, upon 
our left, withdrew into their intrench ments, on the night of the 
] 2th, and passed a large force through Bayonne, with which, on 
the morning of the 1 3th, they made a most desperate attack upon 
Lieutenaut-General Sir Rowland Hill. In expectation of this 
attack, 1 had requested Marshal Sir William Beresford to rein- 
force the Lieutenant-General with the 6lh division, which 
crossed the Nive at daylight on that morning ; and I further 
reinforced him by the 4th division, and two brigades of the 3d 
division. 

*' The expected arrival of the 6th division gave the Lieutenant- 
General great facility in making his movements ; but the troops 
under his own immediate command had defeated and repulsed 
the enemy with immense loss before their arrival. The prin- 
cipal attack having been made along the high road from Bay* 
onne to St. Jean Pied de Port, Major-General Barnes' brigade 
of British infantry, and the 5th Portuguese br^de, under Bri- 
gadier-General Ash worth, were particidarly engaged in the con- 
test with the enemy on that point, and these troops conducted 
themselves admirably. The Portuguese division of infantry, 
under the command of Mariscal del Campo Don F. le Cor, 
moved to their support on their left in a very gallant style, and 
regained an important position between these troops and Majors 
GeneralPringle's brigade, engaged with the enemy in front of Ville 
Tranche. I had great satisfaction also in observing the con* 
duct of Major-General Byng's brigade of British infantry, sup- 
ported by the 4th Portuguese brigade^ under the command of 
Brigadier-General Buchan, in carrying an important height from 
the enemy on the right of our position, and maintainiBg it against 



all their efforts to regain it. Two guns and some prisoners 
M'ere taken from the enemy, who, been beaten at all points, and 
having suffered considerable loss, were obliged to retire upon 
thteir intrenchment. It gives me the greatest satisfaction to 
have another opportunity of reporting my sense of the merits 
and services of Lieutenant- General Sir Rowland Hill upon this 
occasion, as well as of those of Lieutenant-General Sir William 
Stewart, commanding the ^d division ; Major-Generals Pringle, 
Barnes, and Byng; Mariscal del Campo Don F. Le Cor, 
and Brigadier-Generals Da Costa, Ashworth, and Buchan. 
The British artillery, under Lieutenant-Colonel Ross, and the 
Portuguese artillery, under Colonel Tulloch, distinguished them- 
selves ; and Lieutenant-General Sir Rowland Hill reports parti- 
cularly the assistance he received from Lieutenant-Colonels 
Bouverie and Jackson, the Assistant- Adjutant and Assistant- 
Quarter- Mastei^General attached to his corps, Lieutenant-Co- 
lonel Goldfinch, of the Royal Engineers, and from the officers 
of bis personal staff. The enemy marched a large body of 
cavalry across the bridge of the A dour yesterday evening, and 
retired their force opposite to Sir Rowland Hill this morning 
towards Bayonne. Throughout these various operations I have 
received every assistance from the Quarter- Master-General 
Major-General Sir George Murray, and the Adjutant-Greneral 
Major-General Sir Edward Pakenham, and Lieutenant-Colonel 
Lord Fitzroy Somerset, Lieutenant-Colonel Campbell, and the 
officers of my personal staff. I send this dispatch by Major 
Hill, Aide-de-Camp of Lieutenant-General Sir Rowland Hill, 
whom I beg leave to recommend to your Lordship's protection. 

(Signed) "Wellington." 

Battle of Orthes. 
27 February, 1814. 

" My Lord, " St. Sever, March 1, 1814. 

'' I returned to Garris on the 21st, and ordered the 6th and 
light divisions to break up from the blockad^ of Bayonne, and 
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General Don Manuel Freyre to close up the cantonments of 
his corps towards Irun, and to be prepared to move when the 
]eft of the army should cross the Adour. 

*' 1 found the pontoons collected at Garris, and they were 
moved forward on the following days to and across the Gave de 
Mouleon^ and the troops of the centre of the army arrived. 

'^ On the 24th^ Lieutenant-General Sir Rowland Hill passed 
the Gave d'Oleron at Villenave, with the light, 2d, and Portu- 
guese divisions, under the command of Major-General Charles 
Baron Alten, Lieutenant-General Sir William Stewart, and 
Marischal de Campo Don Frederick Lecor ; while Lieutenant- 
General Sir Henry Clinton passed with the 6th division between 
Monfort and Laas, and Lieutenant-General Sir Thomas Picton 
made demonstrations, with the 3d division, of an intention to 
attack the enemy's position at the bridge of Sauveterre, which 
induced the enemy to blow up the bridge. 

^^ Marischal de Campo Don Pablo Murillo drove in the 
enemy's posts near Naverrens, and blockaded that place. 

" Field-Marshal Sir William Beresford likewise, who, since 
the movement of Sir Rowland Hill on the 14th and loth, had 
remained with the 4th and 7th divisions, and Colonel Vivian's 
brigade, in observation on the lower Bidouze, attacked the 
enemy on the 23d in their fortified posts at Hastingues and 
Oyergave, on the left of the Gave de Pau, and obliged them to 
retire within the tfete-de-pont at Peyrehorade. 

" Immediately after the passage of the Gave d'Oleron was 
effected. Sir Rowland Hill and Sir Henry Clinton moved 
towards Orthes, and the great road leading from Sauveterre to 
that town ; and the enemy retired in the night from Sauveterre 
across the Gave de Pau, and assembled their army near Orlhes 
on the 25th, having destroyed all the bridges on the river. 

" The right and right of the centre of the army assembled 
opposite Orthes; Lieutenant-General Sir Stapleton Cotton, 
with Lord Edward Somerset's brigade of cavalry, and the 3d 
division, under Lieutenant-General Sir Thomas Picton, was ' 
near the destroyed bridge of Bereus, and Field-Marshal Sir 
William Beresford, with the 4th and 7th divisions, under Lieu- 
tenant-General Sir Lowry Cole, and Major-General Walker, 
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and Colonel Vivian's brigade, towards the junctioD of the Gave 
de Pan with the Gave d'Oleron. 

'^ The troops opposed to the Marshal having marched on the 
£5th, he crossed the Gave de Pau below the jua'ztion of the 
Gave d'Oleron, on the morning of the 26th, and moved along 
the high road from Peyrehorade towards Orthes, on the enemj'a 
right. As he approached, Lieutenant-General Sir Stapleton 
Cotton crossed with the cavalry, and Lieutenant-General Sir 
Thomas Picton with the Sd division, below the bridge of 
Bereus ; and 1 moved the 6th and light divisions to the same 
point, and Lieutenant-General Sir Rowland Hill occupied the 
heights opposite Orthes, and the high road leading to Sauve* 
terre. 

^^ The 6th and light divisions crossed on the morning of the 
27th at daylight, and we found the enemy in a strong position 
near Orthes, with his right on tlie heights on the high road to 
Dax^ apd occupying the village of St. Boes, and his left the 
heights above Orthes and that town, and opposing the passage 
of the river by Sir Rowland Hill. 

'^ The course of the heights on which the enemy had placed 
his army, necessarily retired his centre, while the strength of the 
position gave extraordinary advantages to the flanks. 

*' I ordered Marshal Sir William Beresford to turn, and 
attack the enemy's right with the 4th division under Lieutenapt- 
General Sir Lowry Cole, and the 7 th division under Major- 
General Walker and Colonel Vivian's brigade of cavalry; while 
Lieutenant-General Sir Thomas Picton should move along the 
great road leading from Peyrehorade to Orthes, and attack the 
heights on which the enemy's centre and left stood, with the 3d 
and 6lh divisions, supported by Sir Stapleton Cotton, widi 
Lord Edward Somerset's brigade of cavalry, Major-General 
Charles Baron Alten, with the light division, kept up the com- 
munication, and was in reserve between these two attacks. I 
likewise desired Lieutenant-General Sir Rowland Hill to cross 
the Gave and to turn, and to attack the enemy's left. 

" Marshal Sir William Beresford carried the village of St. 
Boes with the 4th division, under the command of Lieutenant- 
General Sir Lowry Cole, after an obstinate resistance by the 
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enemy ; but the ground was so narrow that the tfoops couk) ixq%, 
deploy to attack the heights, notwithstanding the repeated 
attempts of Major-General Ross and Brigadier-General Vafih 
concello's Portuguese brigade ; and it was impossible to turn 
the enemy by their right, without an excessive extension of our 
line. 

'* I therefore so far altered the plan of the action, as to order 
the immediate advance of the 3d and 6th divisions, and 1 mo.ve^ 
forward Colonel Barnard's ))rigade of the light division, to 
attack the left of the height on which the enemy's right stood. 

** Tliis attack, led by the 52d regiment, under Lieutenant- 
Colonel Colborne, and supported on their right by MajoTi^f 
General Brisbane's and Colonel Kean's brigades of the 3d 
division, and by simultaneous attacks on the left by Major-: 
General Anson's brigade of the 4th division, and on the rig^t 
by Lieutenant-General Sir Thomas Picton, with the remainder 
of the 3d division and the 6th division under Lieutenant-Geuerfl 
Sir Henry Clinton, dislodged the enemy from the height9, and 
gave us the victory. 

'^ In the mean time Lieutenant-General Sir Rowland Hill 
had forced the passage of the Gave above Orthes, and seeipg' 
the state of the action, he moved immediately with the second 
division of infantry under Lieutenant-General Sir Williani 
Stewart, and Major-General Fane's brigade of cavalry, direct 
for the great road from Orthes to St. Sever, thus keeping upon 
the enemy's left. 

" The enemy retired at first in admirable order, taking every 
advantage of the numerous good positions which the country 
afforded. The losses, however, which they sustained in the 
continued attacks of our troops, and the danger with which thej 
were threatened by Lieutenant-General Sir Rowland Hiirs 
movements, soon accelerated their movements, and the retreat 
at length became a flight, and their troops were in the utquoal 
confusion. 

" Lieutenant-General Sir Stapleton Cotton took advantagie Qf 
the only oppoitunity which offered to charge with Major- 
General Lord Edward Somerset's brigade in the neighbourhood 
of Sault de Navailles, where the enenjy bad been driven from 
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die high road by Lieutenant-Geaeral Sir Rowlaud Hill. The 
7th hussars distinguished themselves upon this occasion, and 
made many prisoners. 

'' We continued the pursuit till it was dusk, and I halted the 
army in the neighbourhood of Sault de Navailles. 

^* I cannot estimate the extent of the enemy's loss : we have 
taken six pieces of cannon and a great many prisoners, the 
numbers I cannot at present report. The whole country is 
covered by their dead. Their army was in the utmost confusion 
when I last saw it passing the heights near Sault de NavaiUes, 
and many soldiers had thrown away their arms. The desertion 
has since been immense. 

We followed the enemy the day after to this place ; and we 

this day passed the Adour; Marshal Sir William Beresford^ 

with the light division, and Colonel Vivian s brigade upon 

Mont de Marsan, where he has taken a very large magazine of 

rovisions. 

** Laeutenant-General Sir Rowland Hilk has moved upon 
Aire, and the advanced posts of the centre are at Casares. 

'^ The enemy are apparently retiring upon A gen, and have 
left open the direct road towards Bordeaux. 

*' Whilst the operations, of which 1 have above given the 
report, were carrying on on the right of the army, lieutenant- 
General Sir John Hope, in concert with Rear- Admiral Pen- 
rose, availed himself of an opportunity which offered on the 2dd 
of February, to cross the Adour below Bayonne, and to take 
possession of both banks of the river at its mouth. The vessels 
destined to form the bridge could not get in till the 24th, when 
the difficult, and at this season of the year, dangerous operation 
of bringing them in was efiected with a degree of gallantry and 
skill seldom equalled. Lieutenant-General Sir John Hope 
particularly mentions Captain O'Reilly and Lieutenant Cheshire, 
Lieutenant Douglas, and Lieutenant Collins, of the royal navy, 
and also Lieutenant Debenham, agent of transports ; and I «m 
infinitely indebted to Rear-Admiral Penrose for the cordial 
assistance I received from him in preparing for this plan, and 
for that which he gave Lieutenant-General Sir John Hope in 
carrying it into execution. 
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'* The enemy^ conceiving that the means of crossing the 
liyer, which lieutenant-General Sir John Hope had at his 
command, viz. rafts made of pontoons^ had not enabled him t6 
cross a large force in the course of the 23d, attacked the corps 
which he had sent over on that evening. This corps consisted 
of six hundred men of the 2d brigade of guards, under the 
command of Major-General the Honourable £d\vard Stopford, 
who repulsed the enemy immediately. The rocket brigade was • 
of great use upon this occasion. 

*' Three of the enemy's gun-boats were destroyed this day, 
and a frigate lying in the Adour received considerable damage 
from the fire of a battery of eighteen-pounders, and was obliged 
to go higher up the river to the neighbourhood of the bridge. 

** Lieutenant-General Sir John Hope invested the citadel of 
Bayonne on the 25th, and Lieutenant-General Don Manuel 
Freyre moved forward with the fourth Spanish army, in conse- 
quence of directions which I had left for him. On the 27tb^ ^ 
the bridge having been completed, Lieutenant-General Sir 
John Hope deemed it expedient to invest the citadel of Bayonne 
more closely than he had done before ; and he attacked the 
village of St. Etienne, which he carried, having taken a gun 
and some prisoners from the enemy ; and his posts are now 
within nine hundred yards of the outworks of the place. 

'^ The result of the operations which I have detailed to your 
Lordship is, that Bayonne, St. Jean Pied de Port, and Navar- . 
reus are invested, and the army having passed the Adour, are 
in possession of all the great communications across the river, 
after having beaten the enemy and taken their magazines. 

'* Your Lordship will have observed with satisfaction the able 
assistance which I have received in these operations froip Mar-^ 
shal Sir William Beresford, Lieutenant-General Sir Rowland 
Hill, Sir John Hope, and Sir Stapleton Cotton, and from all 
the general officers, officers and troops acting under their orders. 
respectively. 

It is impossible for me sufficiently to express my sense •f 
their merits, or of the degree in which the country is indebted 
to their zeal and ability, for the situation in which the army now 
linds itself. 
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'' AU the troops, Portuguese as well as British^ distinguished 
themselves : the 4th divisioo^ under lieuteuant-General Sir 
liowry Cole, in the attack of St. Boes> and the subsequent en- 
deavours to carry the right of the heights. The Sd, 6th^ and light 
divisions^ under the command of Lieuteuant-General Sir 
lliomas Picton, Sir Henry Clinton^ Major-General Charles Ba- 
ron Alten, in the attack of the enemy's position on the heights ; 
and these and the 7th division under Major-General Walker, 
in the various operations and attacks during the enemy's retreat* 

*^ The charge made by the 7 th hussars under Lord Edward 
Somerset was highly meritorious. 

^' The conduct of the artillery throughout the day deserved 
my entire approbation. I am likewise much indebted to the 
Quarter-Master-General Sir George Murray, and the Adjutant- 
General Sir Edward Pakeoham, for the assistabee 1 have 
received from theni,. and to Lord Fitzroy Somerset and the 
oflScers of my personal Staff, and to the Marischal de Campo 
Don Miguel Alava. 

*' The last accounts ^bich I have received from Catalonia 
are of the 20tli. The French Conunanders of the garrisont of 
Llerida, Mequinenza^aud Mauzon, had been induced to evacu- 
ate these places, by orders sent them by the Baron D'Etoles, in 
Marshal Suchet's cypheri of which he had got possetskwi. 

^' The troops conjposing these garrisons, having joined, 
were afterwards surrounded in the pass of Martoreli, on their 
march towards the French frontier, by a detachment from the 
Anglo-Sicilian corps, and one from the first Spanish army. 
Lieutenant-General Copons allowed them to capitulate, but I 
have not yet received from him any report on this subject, nor 
do I yet know what is the result. 

^' It was expected in Catalonia that Marshal Suchet would 
immediately evacuate that province ; and I hear here that he is to 
join Marshal Soult. 

^' I have not yet received the detailed reports of the capitula- 
tion of Jaca. 

^ ^^ 1 inclose returns of the kiUed and wounded during the latJB 
operations. 

" 1 send this dispatch by my Aid-de-Camp Major i^reer* 
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mantle, whom I beg leave to recommend to your Lordship's 
protection. " I have the honor to be, &c. 

(Signed) " Wellinqton/' 

Battle of Toulouse. 

10 April, 1814. 

Toulouse, 12 April, 1814. 

*' I entered this town this morning, (says Lord Wellington to 
the War Minister,) vihich the enemy evacuated during the night, 
retiiing by the road to Carcassone. ' . 

^' The continued fall of rain, and the state of the roads, pre- 
vented me from laying the bridge till the morning of the 8tb, 
when the Spanish corps, and the Portuguese artillery, under 
the immediate orders of Lieutenant-General Dim Manuel 
Freyre, and the head-quarters, crossed the Garonne. 

'^ We immediately moved forward to the neighbourhood of the* 
town, and the 8th hussars, under the immediat-e command of' 
Colonel Vivian, had an opportunity of makmg a most gallant 
attack upon a superior body of the enemy's cavalry, which they 
drove through the village of Croix d'Orade, and took about one* 
hundred prisoners, and gave us possession of an important 
bridge over the river Ers, by which it was necessary to pass, in 
order to attack the enemy's position. Colonel Vivian was un* 
fortunately wounded upon this occasion, and.l am afraid that I 
shall lose the benefit of his assistance for some time. 

^' The town of Toulouse is surrounded on three sides by the 
canal of Languedoc and the Garonne. On the left of that 
river, the suburb which the enemy had fortified with strong field 
works in front of the ancient wall, formed a good tete-de-pont. 

" They had likewise formed a tfete-de-po«t at each bridge of the 
canal, which was besides defended by the fire, in some of mus* 
ketry, and in all of artillery, from the ancient wall of the town. 
Beyond the canal to the eastward, and between that and the 
river Ers, is a height which extends as far as Montaudrau> and 
over which pass all the roads to the canal and town from the 
eastward, which it defends ; and the .enemy in addition to the 
tete-de-pont on the bridges of the canal^ had fortified the height 
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with five redoubtSi connected by lines of intrenchments, and 
had with extraordinary diligence made every preparation for 
defence. They had likewise broken all the bridges over the 
ErSy within our reach, by which the right of their position could 
be approached. ^Fhe roads, however, from Ariege to Toulouse 
being impracticable for cavalry or artillery, and nearly so for in- 
fantry, as reported to your Lordship in my dispatch of the 1st 
instant, I had no alternative, excepting to attack the enem^ in 
this formidable position. 

'Mt was necessary to move the Pontoon Bridge higher up the 
Garonne, in order to shorten the communication with Lieute- 
nant-General Sir Rowland Hill's corps, as soon as the Spanish 
corps had passed ; and this operation was not effected till so 
kte an hour on the 9th, as to induce me to defer the attack till 
die following morning. 

^' The plan according to which I determined to attack the 
enemy, was for Marshal Sir William Beresford, who was on the 
right of the £rs with the 4th and 6th divisions, to cross the ri- 
ver at the bridge of Croix d'Orade, to gain possession of the 
Montblanc, and to march up the left of the Ers to turn the 
enemy's right, while Lieu tenant-General Don Manuel Frejre, 
with the Spanish corps under his command, supported by the 
British cavalry, should attack the front*. Lieutenaint-General 
Sir Stapleton Cotton was to follow the Marshal's movements, 
with Major-General Lord E. Somerset's brigade of hussars ; 
and Colonel Vivian's brigade, under the command of Colonel- 
Arentschild, was to observe the movements of the enemy's ca- 
valry on both banks of the Ers beyond our left. 

*' The 3d and light divisions, under the command of Lieuteo- 
ant-General Sir Thomas Picton, and Major-General C. Baron 
Alten, and the brigade of German cavalry, were to observe die 
enemy on the lower part of the canal, and to draw their atten- 
tion to that quarter by threatening the t&te-de-pont, while Lieu* 
tenant-General Sir Rowland Hill was to do the same on the ^ 
suburb on the left of the Garonne. 

'' Marshal Sir William Beresford crossed the Ers, and formed 
his corps in three columns of lines in the village of Croix 
d'Orade, the 4th division leading, with which he immediately 
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carried MoDtblanc. He then moved up the Ers in the same 
order, over most difficult ground, in a direction parallel to the 
enemy's fortified position : and as soon as he reached the point 
at which be turned it^ he formed his lines and moved'^to the at- 
tack. During these operations Lieutenant-General Don Ma- 
nuel Freyre moved along the left of the Ers to the front of 
Croix d'Orade, where he formed his corps in two lines with a 
reserve on a height in front of the left of the enemy's position, 
on which height the Portuguese artillery was placed ; and M a- 
jor-Gencral Ponsonby's brigade of cavalry in reserve in the 
rear. 

'^ As soon as formed, and that it was seen that Marshal Sir Wil« 
liam Beresford was ready, Lieutenant-General Don Manuel 
Freyre moved forward to the attack. The troops marched in good 
order under a very heavy fire of musketry and artillery, and showw 
ad great spirit, the General and all his Staff being at their head; 
and the two lines were soon lodged under some banks imme^ 
diately under the enemy's intrenchmeuts ; the reserve and Por- 
tuguese artillery and British cavalry continuing on ths heights 
on which the troops had first formed. The enemy, howeveci 
repulsed the movement of the right of General Freyre's line 
round their left flank, and having followed up their success, and 
turned our right by both sides of the high road leading from 
Toulouse to Croix d'Orade, they soon compelled the whole 
corps to retire. It gave me great satisfaction to see that al- 
though they suffered considerably in retiring, the troops rallied 
again as soon as the light xiivision, which was immediately on 
their right, moved up ; and I cannot sufficiently applaud the ex- 
ertions of Lieutenant-General Don Manuel Freyre, the offi- 
cers of the Staff of the 4th Spanish army, and of the officers 
of the general Staff, to rally and form them again. 

'^ Lieutenant-General Mendizabel, who was in the field as a 
volunteer, General Espeletta, and several officers of the Staff, and 
chiefs of corps, were wounded upon this occasion ; but Gene- 
ral Mendizabel continued in the field. The regiment de Tirad. 
de Cantabria, under the command of Colonel Sicilio^ kept its 
position, under the enemy's intrenchmentSi until 1 ordered them 
to retire. 
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** in the mean time Marshal Sir William Beresford, with the 
4rti division^ under the command of Lieutenant- General Sir 
Lowry Cole, and the 6th division, under the command of Lieu- 
ienat-General Sir Henry Clinton, attacked and carried the 
heights on the enemy's right, and the redoubt which covered 
and protected that Hank ; and he lodged those troops on the 
same heights with the enemy, who were, however, still in pos- 
session of four redoubts, and of the intrenchments and fortified 
-houses. 

^' I'he badness of die roads had induced the Mardial to leave 
his artillery in the village of Montblanc ; and some time elapsed 
before it could be brought to him, and before Lieutenant-Gene- 
ral Freyre's corps could be re-formed and brought back to the 
attack : as soon as this was effected, the Marshal continued his 
movement along the ridge, and carried, with General Pack's 
brigade of the 6th division, the two principal redoubts and for- 
tified houses in the enemy's centre. The enemy made a des- 
perate effort from the canal to regain these redoubts^ but they 
were repulsed with considerable loss ; and the 6th division con- 
tinuing its movement along the ridge of the height, and the 
Spanish troops continuing a correspondent movement ojkmi the 
front, the enemy were driven from the two redoubts and in* 
trenchments on the left, and the whole range of heights were io 
onr possession. We did not gain this advantage, however^ 
Mithout severe loss, particularly in the brave 6th division. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Coghlan of the 6l8t, an officer of great 
merit and promise, was unfortunately killed in the attack of the 
heights. Major-General Pack was wounded, but was enabled 
to remain in the field ; and Colonel Douglas, of the 8th Por- 
tuguese regiment, lost his leg ; and I am afraid I shall be de- 
prived for a considerable time of his assistance. 

'^The d6th, 42d, 79th, and 6 1st regiments, lost considerable 
numbers, and were highly distinguished throughout the day. 

'* I cannot sufficiently applaud the ability and conduct of Mar- 
shal Sir William Beresford throughout the operations of the di^ ; 
nor that of Lieutenant-General Sir Lowry Cole, Sir Hemy 
Clinton, Major-Generals Pack and Lambert, and the troops un- 
der their command. Marshal Sir William Beresford particularlj 
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reports the good condtict of Brigadier-General D'Urban, the 
Quarter-Master-General, and General Brito Mozinho, the 
Adjutant- General of the Portuguese army. 

'^ The 4th division, although exposed on their march along the 
enemy's front in a galling fire, were not so much engaged as the 
6th division, and did not suffer so much ; but they conducted 
themselves with their usnal gallantry. 

" I had also every reason to be satisfied with tlie conduct of 
Lieutenant-General Don Manuel Freyre, Lieutenant-Gene- 
ral Don Gabriel Mendizabel, Mariscal de Campo Don Pe- 
dro de la Barcena, Brigadier-General Don J. de Espellata, 
Mariscal de Campo Don A. Garces de Marcilla, and the chief 
of the Staff, Don E. S. Salvador, and the officers of the Staff of 
the fourth army. The officers and troops conducted themselves 
well in all the attacks, which they made subsequent to their be*' 
ing re-formed. 

" The ground not having admitted of the operations of the 
cavalry, they had no opportunity of charging. 

^' While the operations above detailed were going forward on 
the left of the army, Lieutenant-General Sir Rowland HiH 
drove the enemy from their exterior works in the suburb, on the 
left of the Garonne, within the ancient wall. Lieutenant-Gene- 
ral Sir Thomas Picton likewise with the 3d division drove the 
enemy within the t^te-de-pont on the bridge of the canal nearest 
to the Garonne, but the troops having made an effort to carry 
it, they were repulsed, and some loss was sustained. Major- 
General Brisbane was wounded : but I hope not so as to deprive 
me for any length of time of his assistance ; and Lieutenant' 
Colonel Forbes, of the 45th, an officer of great merit, was killed, 
'* The army being thus established on this side of Toulouse, 1 
imnoediately detached our light cavalry to draw off the commu- 
nication by the only road practicable for carriages which re- 
mainisd to the enemy, till I should be enabled to make arrange*- 
nients to establish tlie troops between the canal and the Gth- 
ronne. 

*' The enemy, however, retired last night, leaving in our hands 
General d*Harispe, General Burrot, General St Hilaire, and 
sixteen hundred prisoners^ Ope piece of cannon was taken oil 
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the field of battle, and others, and large quantities of stores of 
all descriptions in the town. 

^' Since I sent my last report I have received an account from 
Rear Admiral Penrose, of the successes in the Gironde of the 
boats of the squadron under his command. 

*' Lieuteuant-General the Earl of Dalhousie crossed the Ga- 
ronne nearly about the time that Admiral Penrose entered the 
river, and pushed the enemy's parties under General L^ullier 
beyond the Dordogne. He then crossed the Dordogne on die 
4th near St. Andre de Cuhzac, with a detachment of the troops 
under his command, with a view to the attack of the Fort of 
Blaye. His lordship found Generals L'Hullier and Des Bar- 
reaux posted near £tauliers^ and made his disposition to attack 
them, uijen they retired, leaving about three hundred prisoners 
in his hands. 

'^ In the operation which I have now reported, I have had 
every reason to be satisfied with the assistance I received from 
the Quarter-Master and Adjutant-General, and the officers of 
their departments respectively; from Mariscal de Campo 
Don Louis Wimpfeu, and the officers of the Spanish Staff, and 
from Major-General Alava, from Colonel Dickinson, com* 
manding the allied artillery, from Lieutenant-Colond Lord 
Fitzroy Somerset, and the ofilicers of my personal Staff. 

*^ I send this dispatch by my aide-de-camp. Major Lord William 
Russell, whom I beg leave to recommend to your lordship!* pro- 
tection. 

(Signed) "Wellington." 

BATTLE OF WATERLOO. 

"My Lord, « Waterloo, June 19th, 1815. 

" Bonaparte having collected the J st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 6th 
corps of the French army and the Imperial guards, aiid neailjall 
the cavalry on the Sambre, ^nd between that river and the 
Meuse, between the 10th and 14th of the month, advanced <m 
the ]5th and attacked the Prussian posts at Thuin and Lobez, 
on the Sambre, at day light in the morning. 

'' I did not hear of these events till the evening of the Idth, 
and 1 immediately ordered the troops to prepare to march ; and 
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afterwards to march to their left^ as soon as I had intelligence 
from other quarters to prove that the enemy's movements upon 
Charleroi was the real attack. 

" The enemj drove the Prussian posts from the Samhre on 
that day, and General Ziethen, who commanded the corps which 
had been at Charleroi^ retired upon Fieurus ; and Marshal 
Prince Blucher concentrated the Prussian army' at Sorobref, 
holding the villages in front of his position of St. Amand and 
Ligny. 

'* The enemy continued his march along ftom Charleroi to- 
wards Brussels, and on the same evening, the 15th^ attacked 
a brigade of the army of the Netherlands, under the Prince de 
Weimar, posted at Frasne, and forced it back to the farm- 
house on the same road, called Les Quatre Bras. 

'* The Prince of Orange immediately reinforced the brigade 
with another of the same division, under General Perponcher, 
and in the morning early regained part of the ground which 
had been lost, so as to have the command of the communica- 
tion leading from Nivelles and Bruxelles, with Marshal Blu- 
cher's position. 

" In the mean time I directed the whole .Vmy to march upon 
Les Quatre Bras, and the 5th division, under Lieutenant-Ge- 
neral Sir Thomas Picton, arrived at about half-past two in the 
day, followed by the corps of troops under the Duke of Bruns- 
wick, and afterwards by the contingent of Nassau. 

^' Ax. this time the enemy commenced an attack upon Prince 
Blucher with his whole force, excepting the 1st and 2d corps, 
and a corps of cavalry under General Kellerman, with which 
he attacked our post at Les Quatre Bras. 

" The Prussian army maintained their position with their 
us!ial gallantry and perseverance, against a great disparity ot 
numbers, as the 4th corps of their army, under General Bulow, 
had not joined, and I was not able to assist them as \ wished, 
as I was attacked myself, and the troops, the cavalry \w parti- 
cular, which had a long distance to march, had not arrived. 

" We maintained our position also, and completely defeated 
and repulsed all the enemy's attempts to get possession of it. 
The enemy repeatedly attacked us with a large body of infantry 
-R. M. Ca/. I. R 
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and cavalry, supported by a numerous and powerful artillery ; 
he made several charges with the cavalry^ upon our infantryi 
but all were repulsed in the steadiest manner. In this affair 
his Royal Highness the Prince of Orange, the Duke of Bruns- 
wick, and Lieutenant-General Sir Thomas Picton, and Major- 
General Sir James Kempt, and Sir Dennis Pack, who were 
engaged from the commencement of the enemy's attack, highly 
distinguished themselves, as well as Lieutenant-General Charles 
Baron Alten, Major-General Sir C. Halket, Lieutenant- 
General Cooke, and Major-Generals Maitland and Byng, as 
they successively arrived. The troops of the 5th division, and 
those of the Brunswick corps, were long and severely engaged, 
and conducted themselves with the utmost gallantry. 1 must 
particularly mention the 28th, 42d, 79th, and 92d regiments, 
and the battalion of Hanoverians. 

'' Our loss was greats as your Lordship will perceive by the 
inclosed return ; and 1 have particularly to regret his Serene 
Highness the Duke of Brunswick, who fell, fighting gallantly 
at the head of his troops. 

*' Although Marshal Blucher had maintained his positioti at 
Sombref, he still found himself much weakened by the severity 
of the contest in which he had been engaged, and as the fourth 
corps had not arrived, he determined to fall back, and concen- 
trate his army upon Wavre, and he marched in the night after 
the action was over. 

'^ This movement of the Marshal's rendered necessary a 
corresponding one on my part ; and I retired from the farm 
of Quatrft Bras upon Genappe, and thence upon Waterloo the 
next morning, the 17th, at 10 o'clock. 

" The enemy made no effort to pursue Marshal Blucher. 
On the contrary, a patrole which I sent to Sombref in the morn- 
ing found all quiet, and the enemy's videttes fell back as the 
patrole advanced. Neither did he attempt to molest our nutfdh 
to the rear, although made in the middle of the day, excepting 
by following, with a large body of cavalry, brought from his 
right, the cavalry under the Earl of Uxbridge. 

*' This gave Lord Uxbridge an opportunity of charging them 
with the 1st Life Giiar<^ i||)on their debouche from the village 
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of Genappe, upon which occasion his Lordship has declared- 
himself to be well satisfied with that regiment. 

" The position which I took up in front of Waterloo crossed 
the high roads from Charleroi and Nivelles^ and had its right 
thrown back to a ravine near Merke Braine, which was occu- 
pied^ and its left extended to a height above the hamlet Ter la 
Haye, which was likewise occupied* In front of the right 
centre and near the Nivelle road, we occupied the bouse and 
garden of Hougoumont^ which covered the return of that flank : 
and in front of the left centre, we occupied the farm of La 
Haye Sainte. By our left we communicated with Marshal 
Prince Blucher, at Wavre through Ohaim; and the Marshal 
had promised me, that in case we should be attacked, he would 
support me with on.e .or more corps, as might be necessary. 

" The enemy collected his army, with the exception of th« 
third corps, which had been sent to observe Marshal Blucher, 
on a range of heights in our front, in the course of the night of 
the 17th and yesterday morning, and at about 10 o'clock he 
commenced a furious attack upon our post at Hougoumont. 
I had occupied that post with a detachment from General 
Byng's brigade of guards, which was in position in its rear; and 
it was for some time under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Macdonald, and afterwards of Colonel Home ; and I am happy 
to add, that it was maintained throughout the day with the 
utmost gallantry by these brave troops, notwithstanding the 
repeated efforts of large bodies of the enemy to obtain possession 
of it. 

" This attack upon the right of our centre was accompanied 
by a very heavy cannonade upon our whole line, which was 
destined to support the repeated attacks of cavalry and infantry 
occasionally mixed, but sometimes separate, which were made 
upon it. In one of these the enemy carried the farm-house of 
La Haye Sainte, as the detachment of the light battalion of 
the legion which occupied it had expended all its ammunition, 
and the enemy occupied the only communication there was 
with them. 

'* The enemy repeatedly charged 6ur infantry with his ca- 
valry, but these attacks were uniformly unsuccessful, and they 



aiForded opportunities to our cavalry to charge, in one of wliich 
Lord E. Somerset's brigade^ consisting of the life-guards, royal 
horse-guards, and 1st dragoon-guards, highly distinguished them- 
selves, as did that of Major-Gencral Sir W. Ponsonby, having 
taken many prisoners and an eagle. 

'' These attacks were repeated till about seven in the evening, 
when the enemy made a desperate effort with the cavalry and 
infantry, supported by the fire of artillery, to force our left centre 
near the farm of La Haye Sainte, which, after a severe contest, 
was defeated, and having observed that the troops retired 
, from the attack in great confusion, and that the march of Ge- 
neral Bulow's corps by Frichermont upon Planchenoit and 
La Belle Alliance, had begun to take effect, and as Blucher 
had joined in person, with a corps of his army to the left of 
our line by'Ohaim, I determined to attack the enemy, and im- 
mediately advanced the whole line of infantry, supported by 
the cavalry and artillery.— The attack succeeded in every point 
the enemy was forced from his position on the heights and fled 
in the utmost confusion, leaving behind him, as far as I could 
judge, 150 pieces of cannon, with their ammunition, which fell 
into our hands. I continued the pursuit till long after dark, 
and then discontinued it only on account of the fatigue of our 
troops, who had been engaged during twelve hours, and because 
J found myself on the same road with Marshal Blucher, who 
assured me of his intention to follow the enemy throughout 
tlM} night ; he has sent me word this morning that he had taken 
sixty pieces of cannon belonging to the Imperial guard, and 
several carriages, baggage, 8cc. belonging to Buonaparte, in 
Genappe. 

^^ I promised to movQ this morning upon Nivelles, and not 
to discontinue my operations. 

" Your Lordship will observe, that such a desperate action 
could not be fought, and such advantages could not be gained, 
without great loss ; and I am sorry to add, ours has been im- 
mense. In Lieu tenant-General Sir Thomas Picton/ his 
Majesty has sustained the loss of an officer who has frequency 
distinguished himself in his service, and he fell, gloriously leading 
his division to a charge with bayonets, by which one of the 
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mo»t serious attacks made by the enemy on our position^ was 
defeated. The Earl of Uxbridge, after having successfully got 
through this arduous day, received a wound, by almost the last 
shot fired, which will, I am afraid, deprive his Majesty for some 
time of his services. 

" His Royal Highness the Prince of Orange distinguished 
himself by his gallantry and conduct till he received a wound 
from a musket ball through the shoulder, which obliged him to 
quit the field, 

'^ It gives me the greatest satisfaction . to assiare your Lord- 
ship, that the army never upon any occasion conducted itself 
better. The division of guards, under Li^utenan^-General 
Cooke, who is severely wounded, Major-General Maitland and 
Major-General Byng, set an example which was followed by 
all ; and there is no officer, nor description of troops, that did 
not behave well. 

^^ I must, however, particularly mention, for his Royal High- 
ness's approbation, Lieutenant-General Sir H. Clinton, Major- 
General Adam, Lieutenant-General Charles Baron Alten, se- 
verely wounded ; Major-General Sir Colin Halket, severely 
wounded ; Colonel Ompteda, Colonel Mitchell, commanding 
a brigade of the fourth division f Major-General Sir James 
Kempt, and Sir Dennis Pack, Major-General Lambert, Major- 
General Lord E. Somerset, Major-General Sir W. Ponsonby, 
Major-General Sir C. Grant, and Major-General Sir H. Vivian; 
Major-General Sir O. Vandeleur ; Major-General Count Dorn- 
berg. I am also particularly indebted to General Lord Hill for 
his assistance and conduct upon this as upon all former 
occasions. 

" The artillery and engineer departments were conducted 
much to my satisfaction by Colonel Sir G, Wood and Colonel 
Smyth ; and I had every reason to be satisfied with the conduct 
of the Adjutant-General Major-General Barnes, who was 
wounded, and of the Quarter-Master-General Colonel Delancey, 
who was killed by a cannon-shot in the middle of the action. 
This officer is a serious loss to his Majesty's service and to roe 
at this moment. 1 was likewise much indebted to the assist- 
ance of Lieutenant- Colonel Lord Fitzroy Somerset, who was 
severely wounded, and of the officers composing my personal 
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staff, who have suffered severely in this action. Lieutenant- 
Colonel the Honourable Sir Alexander Gordon, who has died 
of his wounds, was a most promising officer, and is a serious 
loss to his Majesty's service. 

'* General Kruse, of the Nassau service, likewise conducted 
hunself to niy satisfaction, as did General Tripp, commanding 
the heavy brigade of cavalry, and General Vanhope, com- 
manding a brigade of infantry of the king of the Netherlands. 
. " General Pozzo di Borgo, General Baron Vincent, General 
Muffling, and General Alava, were in the field during the ac- 
tion, and rendered me every assistance in their power. Baron 
Vincent is wounded, but £ hope not severely; and General 
Pozzo di Borgo received a contusion. 

^* I should not do justice to my feelings or to Marshal Blu- 
cher and the Prussian army, if I did not attribute the successful 
result of this arduous day, to the cordial and timely assistance 
I received from them. 

^* The operation of General Bulow, upon the enemy's flank, 
was most decisive ; and even if I had not found myself in a 
situation to make the attack, which produced the final result, 
it would have forced the enemy to retire, if his attacks should 
have failed, and would have prevented him from taking advan- 
tage of them, if they should unfortunately have succeeded. 

*' 1 send, with this dispatch, two eagles, taken by the troops 
in this action, which Major Percy will have the honour of 
laying at the feet of his Royal Highness. 

^^ 1 beg leave to recommend him to your Lordship's protec- 
tion. 

^* 1 have the honour, 8ic. 

(Signed) '' WELLINGTON.'' 

'* P. S. Since writing the above, I have received a report that 
Major-General Sir William Ponsonby is killed, and, in an- 
nouncing this intelligence to your Lordship, I have to add the 
expression of my grief, for the fate of an officer, who had already 
rendered very brilliant and important services, and was an orna- 
ment to his profession. 
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'* 2nd P.S. I have not yet got the return of killed and wound- 
ed^ but I enclose a Mst of officers killed and wounded on the 
two days^ as far as the same can be made out without the 
returns ; and I am very happy to add that Colonel Delancey is 
not dead, and that strong hopes of his recovering are enter- 
tained. 

" My Lord, " Brussels, June 19, 1815. 

^^ I have to inform your Lordship, in addition to my dispatch 
of this morning, that we have already got here 5000 prisoners 
taken in the action of yesterday, and that there are 2000 more 
coming in to-morrow : there will probably be many more. 
Among the prisoners are the Count Lobau, who commanded 
the 5th corps, and General Cambrone, who commanded a divi- 
sion of the guards. I propose to send the whole to England by 
Ostend. " I have the honor to be, &c. 

"Wellington." 
'' Earl Bathurst, Sec" 



4. FiCLD Marshal His Royal Highness Ernest, 
Duke of Cumberland, K.G., 6.C.B. 

His Royal Highness commenced his military life in the Han- 
overian service, under the particular superintendance of Lieute- 
nant-General the Baron Sir Charles linsingen, and served part 
of the campaign in Flanders. — He entered the British Army as 
Lieutenant-General the 18th of May 1798 : was appointed 
Colonel of the 15th Light Dragoons 28th of March 1801: 
General in the army, the 25th of September 1803 : and Field 
Marshal the 26th of November 1813. 

Ill 1819 His Royal Highness received from the Emperor of 
Russia the order of St. Andrew. 
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5. Field Marshal His Royal Highness Aoolphus 
Frederick^ Duke of Cambridge, K.G., G.C.B. 

In 1793 the Duke of Cambridge was appointed Colonel in 
the Hanoverian army ; His .Royal Highness served as a volunteer, 
under the Duke of Yor|f, the early part of the campaign of 
1793 in Flanders, and during the latter part of that campaign 
with Marshal Freytag. On the retreat of the corps of observa- 
tion under the Marshal in September 1793, the Duke of Cam- 
bridge received two wounds, and was taken prisoner near Rex- 
poode, but soon after rescued by the Hanoverians. 

At the close of 1793, the Duke of Cambridge was appointed 
Colonel of the Hanoverian guards ; His Royal Highness served 
the campaign of 1794 and part of 1795, as Colonel and Major- 
General in General Walmoden's corps, and bore an active share 
in the various operations of that arduous campaign. His zeal, 
attention, and gallantry were always conspicuous, while his affa- 
bility and excellent character and conduct secured to him the 
respect and affection of all who approached him./ In 1798, His 
Royal Highness was appointed Lieutenant- General in the 
Hanoverian service : in 1803 he returned to England, and re- 
ceived his commission as Lieutenant-Generalin the British arjony, 
which was subsequently antedated to the 4th of August 1798* 
The 2oth of September 1803, he also received his commission 
as General, and the 17th of November was appointed Colonel 
in Chief of the king's German Legion, which excellent corps 
was established, formed, and kept up under His Royal High- 
nesses superintendance and direction. 

In ] 804 the Duke of Cambridge was appointed to command 
the Home District, and the 5th of September 1805, Colonel of 
the Coldstream guards. On the 26th of November 1813, His 
Royal H ighness received the rank of Field Marshal ; at the sai^ae 
period he was appointed to command in the Electorate of Hanover, 
where he is still employed and unremittingly engaged in directing 
and forwarding any measure, which may be conducive to the estib- 
lishment of a respectable military force j and the restoratiou of 
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his Majesty's German dominions to that state of prosperity and 
comfort, which had during nianj years been so fatally interrupt- 
ed by the tyranny of Buonaparte, to whose overwhelming power 
it had been forced to yield in common with the rest of Germany. 

His Royal Highness has been a warm supporter of the mili- 
tary fund established at Hanover, having for its object a provi- 
sion for superannuated or disabled officers, and widows : it has 
been greatly improved and augmented by the Duke of Cam- 
bridge's attention and liberality. 

In compliment to the King's German Legion, a corps which 
constantly distinguished itself throughout the war, which was of 
the greatest support and importance throughout the campaigns 
in the Peninsula, and whose bravery and excellent conduct at the 
Battle of Waterloo, could not be surpassed by troops of any 
nation, it is proper to record under the head of its illustrious 
Colonel's services the order issued by His Royal Highness on its 
disbandment. 

"Head-quarters, Hanover, 1st February, 1816. 

" His Royal Highness Field Marshal the Duke of Cambridge 
has the pleasure to communicate to the Royal German Legion, 
before its dissolution, the following letter from his Royal High^ 
ness the Commander-in-Chief: — 

" Sir, " Horse Guards, December 21st, 1815. 

" His Majesty's government has announced to me, that the 
Royal German Legion will immediately pass from the British 
into the Hanoverian service; and I cannot see this distinguished 
corps go from under my command, without expressing to 
your Royal Highness, as its late General, the satisfaction and 
esteem with which I have been constantly filled by its good con- 
duct. 

'^ In the various services which the British army has perform- 
ed in the course of the last most active war, the Royal German 
Legion has amply contributed its share. It participates ip the 
deeds which have shed the brighest lustre over the British army, 
and has a just claim to share the glory with which they have been 
crowned. 
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'^ And if before the enemy in the field the bravery of the 
officers and soldiers of the Royal German Legion has been 
conspicuous, so have its discipline and its good conduct, when 
ever it has been stationed in Great Britain, or in its possessionsi 
acquired it no less claims to my warmest gratitude and the 
thanks of the country. 

^' £ beg your Royal Highness to communicate these my senti- 
ments to every officer and soldier of the Royal German Legion, 
and to assure them, that whatever may be their future destination, 
they will be everywhere attended, individually and coUectivelyi 
by my most sincere esteem, and my most earnest wishes for 
their honor and happiness. 

*' 1 am. Sir, your Royal Highnesses 

most affectionate Brother, 

(Signed) '' Frederick, Commander-in-Chief.'* 

« To Field-Marshal 
Tlie Duke of Cambridge, &c. &c. &c." 

*' Unable as the Duke of Cambridge feels himself to add any 
thing to heighten this most honourable testimony borne by the 
Commander-in-Chief to the merit and services of the Royal 
German Legion, yet his Royal Highness cannot part from this 
corps, without joining his assurances of unalterable esteem. 

^'In taking a retrospective view of the various events in which 
the Legion has had the good fortune to bear a part, dufiog the 
busy period of its service as a British corps, the Duke of Cam- 
bridge constantly remembers with the most agreeable feelings 
the numerous occasions in which its valour and discipline have 
acquired the praises of the General under whose command it 
acted ; still less can its Colonel forget how it has been distin- 
guished by the thanks of the Sovereign and Parliament of Great 
Britain. 

'^ His Royal Highness cannot refrain from calling to mind in 
particular, those trying and ever memorable campaigns which 
the Legion made in the Peninsula, as a part of the British 
army: — in the fields of Salamanca and Vittoria, which have 
immortalized the united efforts of British and German valour, the 
Legion laid the utiperibhable foundation of a glory on which 
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their country and the world will long look with grateful admira- 
tion. 

*^ The battle of Waterloo alone was able to throw additional 
splendour on deeds of glory like these. I was sure that, animat- 
ed by the presence of the Cbminander who had so often led 
them to victory, the Royal German Legion would heroically 
maintain the glory it had acquired, and powerfully support the 
cause of its Sovereign and of Europe. 

^' Though the Duke of Cambridge cannot see without regret 
the dissolution of a corps on whose formation and command he 
will always reflect with peculiar pleasure, this feeling is however 
softened, since he, as its Colonel, sees it return victorious to its 
country, rewarded by the praises of its Sovereign, and adorned 
with honourable distinctions for valour and good conduct. 

^^ Hio jRoyal Highness would, however, consider this Gene* 
ral Order as defective if it did not contain in his name, and in 
that of the officers and soldiers of the German Legion, an ex- 
pression of the gratitude and respect which the good treatment 
it has received from the British government must have inspired 
ill them. 

'^ As they have shared in all the advantages as well as in the 
glory of British soldiers, the Duke of Cambridge is convinced 
that they will long reflect with pride and satisfaction on their 
services in the cause of a nation whose conduct towards them 
has been equally distinguished by justice and liberality. 

^* Rewarded by the blessing of peace (to the re-establishment 
of which the Legion has so greatly contributed), enjoying the con- 
sciousness of having faithfully served its Sovereign and its counh 
try, its Colonel congratulates it on the glorious and happy riesult 
of its exertions, and bids it a last farewell. 

'^ The Duke of Cambridge at the same time, assures the 
officers and soldiers of the warmest interest which he shall 
always feel in their happiness and prosperity. 

" By order of his Royal Highness Field 
Marshal the Duke of Cambridge, 

(Signed) "James Henry Reynel," 
'^ Lieutenant-Colonel and Military Secretary." 
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6. Field Marshal His Royal' Highness WilIiam 
Frederick^ Duke of Gloucester, K.G., G.C. B. 

The first commission of the Duke of Gloucester was that of 
Captain in the first regiment of foot guards, with the rank of 
Colonel, and dated the Uth of March 1789* 

In March 1794, His Royal Highness, then Prince William, 
went to Flanders to join his company in the 1st battalion, -and 
on the l6th April was appointed to the command of a brigade, 
consisting of the 14th, 37th, and 53d regiments of the line. 
On the 17th he was employed in the column under Sir William 
Erskine, who ordered His Royal Highness to attack the village 
of Fremont, aiid the wood on its left, in which he succeeded, 
and received the General's thanks on the field. His Royal 
Highness was immediately afterwards appointed to the command 
of the 115th regiment, (Sd of May 1794) and had a letter of 
service as Colonel upon the Staff, (£l8t of February 1794) and 
to do the duty of a General Officer in the army, in which quality 
he served the whole of that campaign. The 26th February 1795, 
the Duke of Gloucester received the rank of Major-General ; 
and the 8th of November 1795, His Royal Highness was 
appointed Colonel of the 6th regiment of foot. 

Whilst Major-General, he was appointed in 1799 to the 
command of a brigade, comprising two battalions of the 5th, 
and two of the d5th regiment, forming a part of the Duke of 
York's army in the expedition to the H elder. 

On Thursday the 19th of September, this brigade was 
attached to the column commanded by Lieutenant-General 
David Dundas. In the course of the morning the whole of it 
was, by degrees, detached, excepting the 1st battalion of the 35% 
with which, only 600 strong, His Royal Highness was called 
upon to support the Russians. Finding that Lieutenant-Gene- 
ral Hermann was made prisoner, and Lieutenaut-Generar Ger^ 
ebzoff killed, and that the command had, consequently, devolved 
upon himself. His Royal Highness determined to attack the 
village of Schorel, from which he found Major-General Man- 
ners's brigade (two battalions of the 9th and one of the 56th 
regiments) was retreating, closely pursued by the enemy in 
great force. 
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Prince William, covering the Major-Generars retreat, ordered 
him to form in his rear, and with this reinforcement to his own 
single battalion, His Royal Highness advanced to the projected 
attack, carried the village, the wood skirting it^ and, pursuing 
the enemy up the sand-hills, drove him back upon Bergen. 

The rest of the army having been ordered to fall back. His 
Royal Highness made his retreat good, bringing off his guns, 
ammunition, and wounded men, in the face of the enemy. 
Prince William, on the 24th, relieved the reserve, occupying 
the advanced posts of the army upon the left, and having a 
detachment of about 150 of the 18th light dragoons under the 
H onourable Lieutenant-Colonel Charles, now Lord, Stewart, from 
that period added to his command. His Royal Highness fixed 
his head quarters at WSnckel, having his left to the Zuyder-Zee^ 
and his right to Riendorper Verlaat. His Royal Highness on 
the 4th of October, made a rapid advance to Schermerhom 
General Daendels having retired to Purmerent with the main 
Dutch army, 8000 strong, abandoning three guns, which were 
consequently taken by His Royal Highnesses brigade. 

On the 6lh of October His Royal Highness received orders 
to retreat, and falling back, under very critical circumstances, 
took up his former position, in which, having one howitzer, two 
six-pounders, and a force in the whole amoimting to 1050 men, 
he was attacked by Generals Dumonceau and Daendels, with a 
force (as stated by the latter General) consisting of 15 pieces of 
artillery, and 6000 men. General Dumonceau, supporting 
General Bonhomme, who personally (about eleven a. m.) led 
on at least 4 battalions to force the Verlaat, was repulsed with 
a loss of 13 prisoners, and 100 rank and file killed and wounded, 
by 6 companies of the 2d battalion 35th, under Lieutenant- Col- 
onel Masse} , directed by His Royal Highness, drawn up in some 
fields to tlie right of the bridge, and about one o'clock, towards 
the close of the action, supported by a single six-pounder, 
detached from Winckel. At this moment. General Daendek, 
with not less than 5000 men, advanced against His Royal 
Highness's left, towards a small work constructed in fronjt of 
Winckel, upon the Dyke, which had been cut across to the 
depth of 9 feet, magnified by the enemy, in his subsequent 
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report, to 19. His Royal Highness bad scarcely 600 men to 
oppose to this corps^ and being ordered to retire, effected his 
retreat without the loss of a single man ; carrying off bis guns, 
ammunition, baggage, cattle^ &c. 

The ISth of November 1799 His Royal Highness received 
the rank of Lieutenant- General, and the 25th of April 1808, 
that of General; the £6th of May 1806, he was appointed to 
the Colonelcy of the 3d foot guards; and the 24th of May 1816 
Field Marshal. 

7. Field Marshal His Royal Highness Leopold 
George Christian Frederick, Duke of Sax- 
ony, Prince of Saxe-Coburg Saalfeld, K. G,, 
G.C.B. 

His Royal Highness entered the Russian Service in 1803, 
and in 1808 attended the Emperor to the interview with Na- 
poleon at Erfurt. In 1810, Buonaparte having ascertained 
that supplies of arms had been sent from Coburg to Bohe- 
mia, demanded that Prince Leopold should quit the Russian 
service, and his Brother, Prince Ferdinand, the Austrian ser- 
vice. Prince Leopold immediately proceeded to Paris to 
remonstrate on the subject, M'hen he was assured in case of his 
refusal to comply^ Napoleon would take the possessions of the 
House of Coburg from his eldest brother the reigning Duke. 
The Prince was consequently obliged to sacrifice his military 
prospects to the welfare of his family : — he quitted the Russian 
service, but, by permission of the Emperor, tacitly retained hit 
military rank, Major-Geiieral, till such time as he might pub- 
licly resume it. 

From this period Prince Leopold devoted himself to the 
affairs of his house, and to the study of the arts and sciences. 
In 1811 he negotiated with the Crown of Bavaria, at Munich, 
a frontier arrangement of considerable importance to the prin- 
cipality of Coburg, and likewise, under the then existing circum* 
stances, to the whole south of Saxony — a business which, from 
the complicated interests that it involved, was attended with 
infiiiite difficulty, llie diplomatic tdlents of His Royal 
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Highness^ however, at length succeeded in adjusting the differ- 
ences by the conclusion of a convention with Bavaria. 

Towards the close of 1811, in consequence of the state of 
affairs on the continent at that time. Prince Leopold again 
tendered his services to the Emperor of Russia. Alexander, appre- 
hensive that a premature step might endanger his family, 
begged to defer the fulfilment of his wish to a more seasonable 
time. The Prince having thus failed in tiie object upon which 
he was exclusively bent, in order to withdraw himself from the 
observation of the French Government, set out at the begin- 
ning of 1812 on a distant tour, and travelled to Vienna, Italy, 
and Switzerland. 

At the commencement of 1813 the three brothers of the 
house of Coburg exerted themselves, as far as their situation 
permitted, to prepare the emancipation of Germany. Such 
were the zeal and the openness of their proceedings, that the 
French Government, incensed in the highest degree, only 
waited for the moment of a favourable turn in the political state 
of affairs, to wreak its utmost vengeance. In despite of its 
rage, however, the reigning duke, Ernest, repaired to Berlin, 
where he had no inconsiderable influence upon the personal re- 
solutions of the King, in consequence of which he sent his 
brother Ferdinand to Vienna. Prince Leopold went to 
Munich to pave the way for happy changes, and in February pro- 
ceeded to Poland to the Emperor of Russia, who received him 
with cordial friendship. Here be communicated to Field Mar- 
shal Kutusoff much important information respecting the state of 
affairs in Germany, and the condition of the French army, and 
thus acquired the honor of being the first Prince of the theo- 
existiuoj confederation of the Rhine, who openly declared 
against France. 

The allied army now marched from Poland to Silesia and 
Saxony. On the 2d of May Prince Leopold was in the battle 
of Lutzen, and the following day with the Russian cavalry 
formed part of the rear-guard. The Prince was afterwards »ent 
in forced marches towards the Elbe, to the support of die 
Prussian General Kleist ; but his destination was ehanged, and he 
retired to Lusatia. 



On the 19th of May the Prince marched to the support of 
General Barclay de Tolly, but was recalled to assist on the 
20th and Slat in the battle of Bautien. In this engagement 
he was employed in supporting the line on various points, and 
in the evening of the second day, he covered the retreat, amidtit 
the hottest fire. After this battle he retired to Silesia with the 
corps of cavalry to which he was attached. 

During the armistice and the negotiations at Prague, Prince 
Leopold repaired, with the consent of the Emperor of Russia, 
to that city, and was the only stranger who was there admitted to 
several interviews with the Emperor Francis. 

On the expiration of the armistice, the Prince proceeded 
with the army to Bohemia, and tlience to tlie frontiers of 
Saxony. 

The main force of the allies was already before Dresden, 
while the cavalry reserve was engaged in the more difficult 
march across the mountains. On tlie 2Gth of August, General 
Vandamme briskly attacked the corps posted near the fortress 
of Kbnigstein to cover the rear of the grand army, and the prin- 
cipal communications with Bohemia, and commanded by 
Prince Eugene of Wirtemburg. This General urgently solicited 
a reinforcement of cavalry to enable him to maintain his highly 
important position against a very superior enemy ; and about 
noon, Prince Leopold was in consequence detached widi his 
cuirassiers to his assistance. Scarcely had the Prince joined 
the corps when the enemy commenced the attack. The in- 
fantry, on account of its weakness, was posted on the wings, 
and supported by two villages, while Prince Leopold and his 
cavalry formed the centre. This precarious position Prince 
Leopold maintained during a contest of five hours, against a foe 
three or four times as numerous, and after the two wings of the 
corps were almost completely surrounded, with such unshaken 
intrepidity^ that night came on before the enemy had been able 
to gain any decisive advantage, or force the position. Prjnce 
Eugene paid that tribute to the Prince, which he amply de- 
served ; for, by his firmness, he had not only saved the whole 
corps, but rendered it impossible for General Vandamme to 
make an attack, cither in flank or rear, on the main army of 
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the allies, engaged on the 27th of August, with the assault of 
Dresden, which would necessarily have been attended with the 
most disastrous consequences. 

On the 27th of August, the corps took a position on the 
other side of Pirna. As the importance of the action of the 
26th, and the possibility of a less fortunate result, was sensibly 
felt at the head-quarters, the first division of the Russian 
guards under General YermolofF, and the regiment of Hussars 
of the guard, were sent to reinforce the corps at Pirna. The 
whole was placed under the orders of Count Osterman, who 
gave to Prince Leopold the command of the cavalry of the 
combined corps. 

I'he enemy stormed Pirna, and sought with his cavalry to 
extend himself upon the level ground near the Elbe, when 
Prince Leopold met and drove him back into the town, from 
which he did not again attempt to debouche ; as the dreadful 
weather, which was one cause of the retreat of the grand army, 
prevented any thing more decisive than an incessant skir- 
mishing. 

The same night Count Osterman's corps received informa- 
tion that the grand allied army was in full retreat to Bohemia, 
and that the road from Dresden along the Elbe was now open 
to tlie enemy. This corps was placed by this event in a very 
perilous situation ; for with its left wing on the Elbe, Dresden, 
whence the enemy was approaching in its rear, and its left 
wing on the main road to Bohemia, which was already occu- 
pied by the French, it had but one road left for its retreat, and 
this was commanded by the fire of its adversary. 

Count Osterman now ordered Prince Leopold to proceed, 
if possible, with his cavalry through the defile upon which 
the right vving was supported, and to occupy and maintain a 
plain near Great Cotta, which is traversed by the main road, 
to the woody range of mountains. Prince Leopold executed 
the movement with such rapidity, that the enemy had not time 
to occupy this plain in sufficient force : he drove him from it, and 
maintained his position there till the main body of the corps, 
with the infantry and all the artillery had effected its retreat. 
'J he enemy had meanwhile reached, by a shorter route, and oc- 
R.M.CaL J. S 
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cupied some of the heights and passes in the mountains^ and 
thus ahnost intercepted the Prince and his cavalry ; but with 
great difficulty he forced his way through, and on this occasion 
rescued niai»y wounded of the infantry of the Russian guard, 
who had heroically stormed the passes. 

The position of Peterswalde was the last that Count Oster- 
nian's corps could take in the mountains, to afford time for the 
retreat of the main army ; and it was therefore successfully 
maintained, though not without considerable effort. Here the 
assembled Generals received intelligence that the main army 
was still in the mountains, and that the grand head-quarters of 
the allies N\ere yet at Altenberg in saxony. It was therefore 
determined to cover the road to Toplitz, in order to give the 
grand ami} as much time as possible for debouching. 

On the 29th of August the troops were accordingly to have 
continued their march at a very early hour; but before they 
could break up, the French cavalry, supported by a very con- 
siderable division of infantry, attacked the village of Peterswalde, 
which was occupied, as the advanced guard of the line of en- 
campment, with infantry, pushed forward through it, and was on 
the point of falling upon the columns that were about to mardi, 
when Prince Leopold came up with his cavalry, and drove back 
the enemy into the defile. He then maintained the little plain 
near Peterswalde till the infantry and artillery had retired to the 
position of Nollendorff, and then caused his cavaliy to hSi 
back €?i echelons. He was himself nearly taken with the last 
division, but he cut his way through, and rejoined the main bod|y 
of the corps, whicli, but for the successful attack of the Prince, 
would probably have been totally intercepted. This action 
doubtless gave rise to the false report, in one of Napoleon's bul- 
letins, subsequent to the affairs near Dresden, that Prince Leo- 
pold had been made prisouer by the French. 

Count Osterman's corps, though considerably diminished, now 
proceeded in the best order down the declivity of the raouotaios 
into the plains of Bohemia. The left wing, which was supported 
upon die mountains, was formed by the infantry; in the centre, 
through which ran the high road, was stationed the greatest part 
of the artillery ; and the right wing, composed of Prince Leo- 
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i' 
pold's cavalry, occupied an open plain. As the chief object was 

to gain time, every advantageous spot of ground, which was ca- 
pable of detaining the enemy ever so little, was defended with the 
utmost obstinacy. Prince Leopold, therefore, manoeuvred with 
his cavalry en echiquier, and never withdrew to a new position, 
which it was necessary to take every sixty or one hundred paces, 
till the tirailleurs of the infantry had fallen back into the inter- 
vals of his order of battle. The enemy, who renewed his 
attacks with increased impetuosity, made an extraordinary effort 
to force the last position of the corps, near the village of Prisen, 
with a tremendously superior artillery. The loss of this posi- 
tion would have rendered the retreat of the main allied army 
from the mountains in a great measure impracticable; it was 
therefore imperatively necessary that it should be maintained to 
the very last. As the French General Corbineau was advancing 
to attack Prince Leopold with a corps of cavalry, at least three 
times as numerous, the Prince advanced to the rencontre and 
repulsed him. The French General, staggered by the intrepidity 
of his opponents, though so inferior in number, lost the decisive 
moment of victory; and as the Prince received a considerable 
reinforcement of cavalry, and fresh troops continued to arrive 
from the mountains, he was enabled to maintain his position till 
night. 

On the morning of the 30th of August, before the conflict 
was renewed, Prince Leopold received on the field of battle 
from the Emperor of Russia, the Cross of Commander of the 
Military Order of St. George, for his conduct during the preced- 
ing days. 

Soon afterwards an attack commenced upon General Van- 
damme's corps, which was surrounded by the allied army, now 
nearly concentrated. Prince Leopold, who was this day engaged 
upon the extreme wing, pursued the enemy to Peterswalde, and did 
not rejoin the main army till night. The victory over General 
Vandamme was njecessarily dependent on the operations of 
Count Osterman's corps ; for had this corps been broken on 
the 29th of August, the French would have been masters of all 
the debouches, by which alone the grand allied army could 
retreat to Bohemia; and the greatest part of the army, and the 
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whole of the artillery, which it would have been absolutely im- 
possible to carry oflF, on account of the badness of the roads, 
must infallibly have been lost. What incalculable disasters, mi- 
litary and political, must have resulted from such an event, is 
sufficiently obvious to every reader. On the other hand the 
consequences of this victory were most important. 

General Vandamme was taken, together with almost all his 
Generals, nearly the whole of his infantry, consisting of fifty-two 
battalions, and all his artillery, amounting to nearly 100 pieces 
of cannon, whilst but a small remnant of his corps, including the 
cavalry, effected its escape. 

The other allied sovereigns, as well as the Emperor Alexander, 
acknowledged with the greatest satisfaction the important part 
which Prince Leopold had contributed to the success of the 
operations between the 26th and 30th of August: and for his 
conduct during this interval he was afterwards presented with 
the Austrian military Order of Maria Theresa. It should be 
here noticed that Prince Leopold has had several distinctions of 
this description conferred on him by the Sovereigns of Russia, 
Prussia, Bavaria, and other powers. 

In the beginning of October the allied army returned to Sax- 
ony. 

On the 1 6th of October, the first day of the battle of Leipzig, 
when the enemy had made a general, and not unsuccessful 
attack with cavalry, upon the centre of the main army posted 
near the villages of Magdeborn and Cossa, the honorable service 
of 'covering not only this important point but also the Russian 
batteries planted opposite to those of the French, was allotted 
to Prince Leopold, who on this occasion lost a great number of 
his men. On the 17th he continued in the same position, and 
had already received orders for the attack of the enemy's batterieSi 
when it was deferred till the following day, on account of Ae 
non-arrival of several corps which were expected. On the 18th, 
the last and decisive day of this gigantic conflict, the Prince 
pushed on with his cavalry in the centre to the environs of Leip- 
zig. In the afternoon, when the left wing under General 
Colored© was very furiously attacked by the French, it was 
asked what cavalry would go to the support of this wing. 
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Though a greater force was wanted than Prince Leopold had 
with him, he nevertheless offered himself, as there was no Aus- 
trian cavalry at hand, and went to the assistance of General 
Coloredo. On the 19th he marched to the support of General 
Giiilay, and followed the advanced guard and his corps to the 
vicinity of Erfurt. 

The Prince then proceeded to Frankfurt, where he remained 
during the residence of the alHed sovereigns in that cit}', and 
afterwards went through Swabia and Switzerland to France. 
Here he was detached, on the 30th of January 1814, to the sup- 
port of Field-Marshal Blucher and General Rajefsky, to Rizan- 
court, whence he returned on the 1st of February to the grand 
army. From a bivouac near Bar-sur-Aube he marched to the 
battle of Brienne, and assisted on tfie 2d to pursue the beaten 
enemy to Lesmont. The Prince then marched to Bar-sur- 
Sefne and Troyes, and afterwards to Nogent-sur-Seine, Train^J, 
and Braye, whence the army ^gain retreated. 

In the plains in advance of Troyes, the whole of the cavalry 
made some demonstration against the enemy, but no affair of 
any consequence ensued. On the 2Srd of February the Prince 
formed the rear-guard at Troyes : the army held a position be- 
hind the Seine, and then fell back to Chaumont. 

On the 12th of March, the Prince, as well as the greater part 
of the Russian troops belonging to the main army, advanced 
upon the main road to Vitry. After the French had recovered 
Rheims and occupied Chalons, the Prince formed the advanced 
guard towards the roads leading to those places. In this service 
the troops, already extremely fatigued by Uie repeated night- 
marches and incessant manoeuvres in an exhausted and desolated 
country, and continually harassed moreover by the armed pea- 
sants, who were particularly troublesome in Champagne^ had to 
endure extraordinary hardships and inconveniences. 

Till the 20th of March the enemy was daily expected to make 
a general attack upon the right wing of the army, which there* 
fore occupied all its positions in readiness for battle. When, 
however, the enemy on the 20th suddenly retired from the 
Marne to the Aube, the allied troops of the right wing marched 
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to the left upon Arcis^ by \vhich moyement the main army effect- 
ed its junction. The French now made a very impetuous at- 
tack; which the allied army repulsed with the greatest firmness ; 
on which occasion the Prince had to support the right wing. 

On the morning of the 21st, Prince Leopold was sent forward 
with his cavalry, part of the Prussian guard, and a reinforcement 
of horse-artillery^ to form a communication with the corps 
of the Prince Royal of Wirtemburg, which had not yet come 
completely into line. The enemy, apparently deterred from 
an attack upon the allies by their excellent position, occupied 
Arcis as a rear-guard position, and retired upon the road to 
Vitry. At night-fall the allied army also marched again to the 
left bank of the Aube, and then likewise directed its course to- 
wards the Marne, when the Prince formed the support of the 
advanced guard upon Vitry. 

On the 24th of March the allied army took the road to 
Paris, and on the 25th its advanced guard attacked Marshal 
Marmont ,at La F^re Champenoise. The Prince being sent 
with his cavalry to the support of this advanced guard, at- 
tacked the enemy in the right flank at Caunentrai, drove him 
from his position, and took five pieces of cannon. Being Joined 
by the rest of the allied cavalry, he followed the Marshal from 
position to position, and did not desist from the pursuit, even 
when the greatest part of the allied cavalry was recalled agaiost 
the corps of General Pactod. Marshals Marmont and 
Mortier, who had by this time formed a junction, profiting by 
the consequent weakness of the pursuers, sent their cavalrj to 
attack the artillery of the Russian guard. Prince Leopold took 
this attack in flank, drove back the French cavalry to an elevat- 
ed position which the Marshals had occupied, saved the Rus- ' 
sian artillery, and, in spite of a very brisk fire, maintained his 
post till night. 

The troops of the grand army were not again engaged till the 
battle of Paris. On the 3 1st of March Prince Leopold en- 
tered Paris with the reserve cavalry, and there remained in 
garrison. 

Prince Leopold accompanied the Sovereigns to England, 
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and sailed with them in the Impregnable^ from Boulogne to 
Dover, He continued in London about a month after the 
SoTereigns, and did not leave England till the end of July. 

In the beginning of September he repaired to Vienna, to the 
Congress, for the purpose of promoting, to the utmost of his 
power, the independence of his native land, and the interests of 
his family. Prince Leopold, though he duly weighed the many 
clashing political interests, found it impossible to admit the 
paramount cogency of those reasons upon which the partition 
of Saxony was decreed. 

The Congress acknowledged the services which the Princes 
of the house of Coburg had never ceased, during the last ten 
years, to render to the good cause, as well as the sacrifices that 
had been made by them, and therefore granted an indemnity, 
which, though afterwards diminished by imperious political con- 
siderations, was nevertheless not inconsiderable. This business 
was exclusively conducted by Prince Leopold during the last 
decisive months, and to him alone is to be ascribed its happy 
issue. 

On the return of Napoleon to France, Prince Leopold has- 
tened from Vienna to the grand allied army on the Rhine, 
which soon afterwards reached Paris. On the termination of 
the war, the affairs of his familv detained him for some time in 
the French <:apita1, after which he proceeded by way of Co- 
burg to Berlin, where he received the invitation of the Prince 
Regent to England, and His Royal Highness's consent to his 
nuptials with his amiable, accomplished, and illustrious daugh- 
ter — the late Princess Charlotte. 

The 2nd of May 1816, His Royal Highness received the 
rank of General in the British service, and on the 24th of the 
same month, that of Field Marshal. 

On the 18th of October 1816, Prince Leopold was ap- 
pointed Colonel of the 5th (or the Princess Charlotte of 
Wales's) Regiment of Dragoon Guards, to the mess of which 
Regiment he has presented a handsome service of silver pl^te. 

Prince Leopold has been honored with the orders of the 
Garter and the Bath ; and the degree of Doctor of Laws was 
conferred on him by the University of Oxford. 
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8. General the Right Honorable Charles^ Mar- 
quess OF Drogheda^ K.St.P. 

The 18th of January, 1755, his Lordship was appointed 
Lieutenant-Colonel by brevet; the 7th of December, 1759, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Commandant of the IQth light dragoons ; the 
^jQth of February, 1762, Colonel by brevet; the 3rd of August, 
1762, Colonel of the 18th light dragoons; the 30th of April, 
1770, Major-General ; the 25th of June, 1773, Colonel of the 
Royal regiment of Irish artillery ; the 29th of August, 1777, 
Lieutenant-Genera] ; and the 12th of October, 1793, General. 

The Marquess of Drogheda carried the colors in the battle 
between the Royalists and Rebels at Culloden, l6th of April, 
1746. 

His Lordship is a Knight of St. Patrick, Governor of Meath, 
King's and Queen's counties, and Constable of Maryborough 
Castle. He succeeded his father Edward, the late Earl, (who 
was lost on his passage to Dublin,) 28th of October, 1758 ; 
was created to the dignity of Marquess of Drogheda, 27th of 
June, 1791 ; and created a Peer of Great Britain, ISlh of 
January, 1801, by the title of Baron Moore, of Moore Place in 
Kent. 

9. General the Honorable 
Sir Alexander Maitlano, Bart. 

This officer was appointed to a company in the 1st Foot 
Guards, with the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel, the 6th of June 
1756 ; Colonel by brevet, the J9th of February 1762; Colonel of 
*he 49th foot, the 25th of May 1768 ; Major-peneral, the 25th of 
May 1772; Lieutenant-General, the 29th of August 1777; and 
General, the 12th of October 1793. 

In October 1818, he was created a Baronet of Great Britain. 

10. General the Right Honorable William, 

Earl Harcourt. 

His Lordship was appointed to an Ensigncy in the Ist 
regiment of Foot Guards in the month of August 1759; Cap- 
tain in the l6th regiment of Light Dragoons the 27th of 
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October following ; Captain in the 3rd Dragoons; die 30th of 
June 1760; Lieutenant-Colonel in the army, 28th of November 
1764; Lieutenant-Colonel in the 4th Light Dragoons, the igth 
of April 1765; Lieutenant-Colonel in the 18th Light Dragoons^ 
in May 1767 ; Lieutenant- Colonel in the Slst Foot, in Novem- 
ber following ; Lieutenant-Colonel in the 2nd Light Dragoons^ 
the 24th of June, 1768; Lieutenant-Colonel in the I6th Light 
Dragoons, in 1770; Colonel by brevet, the 29tfa of August, 
1777 ; Colonel of the l6th Light Dragoons, the 20th of Octo- 
ber, 1779; MajOr-General, the 20th of November, 1782; 
Lieutenant-General the 1st of October, 1793 ; and General, the 
Istof January, 1798. 

Soon after entering the army, this officer accompanied hit 
father, Simon Earl Harcourt, to Mecklenburg Strelitz, to escort 
the late Queen Charlotte to this country, and was appointed one 
of the household of the King and Queen, in which he continued 
from that time till her Majesty's death. 

On his return from the Continent, although not seventeen 
years of age, he accompanied, as Aid-de-Camp, Lord Albe- 
marle to the Havannah. He served with the army in America, . 
and performed a distinguished service by going seventy miles on " 
the same horse in one day, through an enemy *s country, widi a 
very small detachment of his own regimeot, .the l6lh .Light 
Dragoons, and returning with the General commanding the 
American army. General Lee, whom he took out of his quarters. 
This event occasioned such constematioti in the army of the 
enemy, and such exultation in that of the British, that for some - 
time it was believed it would have decided the fate of the war. ' 

Owing to the above gallant achievement he was appointed on 
his return to England, Aid-dcrCamp to the King ^ and on Gene- 
ral Burgoyne giving up the l6th or Queen's Regiment of light 
Dragoons, His Majesty appointed this officer to the command 
of that corps. 

In 1793 and 1794 he served with the army in Flanders> first 
as Major-General, and subsequently as Lieutenant-General. 
On failure of the campaign, and the return of the Dole of 
York to England, the command of the British troops devolved 
upon Lieutenant-General Harcourt. 
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Upon the death of his brother^ this oiRcer succeeded to the 
Earldom and estates of his father^ and was appointed Master 
of the Horse to the Queen, which situation had been held by his 
brother. He purchased St. Leonards Hill near Windsor of the 
Duke of Gloucester, in the year 1782, and His Majesty made 
him Deputy-ranger of the Great Park, and the Duke of Glou- 
cester, at the same time^ Lieutenant of Windsor Forest. 

On the formation of the Establishment of the Royal Military 
College^ the King appointed His Lordship Governor^ before 
which he had the Government of Hull. He continued Gover- 
nor of the Royal Military College nine years, and afterwards, on 
retiring from it, the King conferred upon him the Govern- 
ment of Portsmouth. 

Lord Harcourt is a member of the Consolidated Board of 
General officers ; one of the Commissioners of the Royal Military 
College, and of the Royal Military Asylum. 

11. General Henry Earl of Carhampton. M.P. 

The 8th of August, 1759, Lord Carhampton, then the Honor- 
able Henry Laws Lutterell, was appointed Captain in the l6th 
light dragoons; Major by bievet, 14th of April 1762; Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel in the 1st regiment of Irish horse, ISth February 
1765 ; Colonel by brevet, the 29th of August, 1777 ; Colonel of 
the 6th dragoon guards, the SSrd of June 1788 ; Colonel in the 
2nd royal Irish artillery, the 12lh of October, 1789; and Colonel 
of the royal Irish regiment of artillery, 29th of July, 1797 ; His 
Lordship received the rank of Major-General, the 20th of No- 
vember, 1782; of Lieutenant-General, the 12th of October, 
1793; and of General, the 1st of January, 1798. 

Lord Carhampton has served in Portugal, and as Master- 
General of the Ordnance, and Commander of the forces in 
Ireland. His Lordship is a member of Parliament. 

12. General Felix Buckley. 

This officer was appointed Captain in the 2nd troop of horse 
guards, the 22nd of July, 1751 ; he received the brevet of Major 
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the 6th of August 1 7G% ; was appointed Guidon and Major m his 
regiment^ the 28th of September 1764 ; Cornet and Major the 8th 
of February, 1765; 2nd Lieutenant, and Lieutenant^Colonel^ 
the 6th of March, 1771 ; 1st Lieutenant, and Lieutenant-Colonel, 
the ^8th of July 1773 ; Colonel by brevet, the IQlh of Februafy 
1779; Major-General, the 20th of November 1782; Lieute- 
nant-Colonel and Colonel in his regiment, the Idth of November 
1790; Lieutenant-General the 3rd of May 1796; and General, 
the 1st of January 1801. The General is Governor of Pen- 
dennis Castle. 

13. General Richard Grenville. 

This officer entered the army in the year 1759>m an Ensign 
in the ]st Foot Guards; he obtained the rank of Captain in 

1 760, by raising an independent company ; and the 7th of May 

1761, he was rempved to a company in the 24th Foot. He 
served the campaigns of 1761, and 1762, in Germany, as Aid- 
de-Camp to the Marquess of Granby. In 1772, he purchased 
a company in the Coldstream Guards, and in 1776, he accom- 
panied the brigade of Guards to America. The 19th of Fe- 
bruary, 1779, he received the rank of Colonel; the £f)th of 
November, 1782, that of Major-General ; the 2Fst of April 
1786, the Colonelcy of the 2Srd Foot ; the Srd of May 1796, 
the rank of lieutenant-General; and the 1st of January, 1801, 
that of General. 

14. General the Right Honorable 
John Earl of Suffolk. 

Lord Suffolk was appointed the 2Srd of July, 176O, to a 
Lieutenancy in the 1st Foot Guards, with the rank of Captain ; 
to a company, with tlie rank of Lieutenant-Colonel, the 12th of 
Februar}, 1773 ; and Colonel by brevet, the 17th of November, 
1780. The l6th of August, 1783, his Lordship received the 
Colonelcy of the 70th Foot ; the rank of Major- (jcneral, the 28th 
of September, 1787 ; that of Laeutenant-General, tlJe 26th of 
January, 1797 ; and that of General, the 29th of April, 1802. The 



12th of Januaryi 1814, Lord Suffolk was removed from the 
70th Foot to the Colonelcy of the 44th. His Lordship was 
Page to His Royal Highness the late Duke of Cumberland. 

15. General the Right Honorable 
Sir David Dundas., G. C, B. 

At the age of thirteen tliis officer was placed at the military 
academy at Woolwich, where, after a residence of two years, 
he was appointed, in 1752, to assist in a survey of the kingdom of 
Scotland, then carrying on under the inspection of his maternal 
uncle, the late General Watson, at that time a Colonel in the 
army, and Quarter-Master-General and Senior Captain in the 
corps of engineers. On this service he continued three years, 
under the more immediate direction of his friend, the late Major- 
General Roy. In the year 1754, he was appointed Lieutenant- 
Fireworker in the Royal Regiment of Artillery ; and in the 
year following was made a Practitioner Engineer. In the next 
year^ viz. 1756^ he was appointed a Lieutenant in the 56th 
Regiment, and also an Assistant-Quarter-Master-General, under 
General Watson, and in 1758, at the early age of twenty-one, 
this indefatigable officer joined in the above capacity a very 
considerable armament, then preparing against Cherbuf^ St. 
Malo^ and St. Cas^ on the coast of France. 

This armament was to be employed in harassing the enemy's 
coasts, in order to divert tiie attention of the French govern- 
ment, during the conflict for the possession of Canada, aud was 
commanded by the Duke of Marlborough. 

The squadron under the command of Commodore Howe, 
sailed from Portsmouth on the 1st of June 1758, and arrived in 
due time in Cancalle Bay, at a short distance from the city of 
St, Malo, which latter place was thej)oint of attack. On the 
advance of the troops, it was discovered, that the strong natural ^ 
defences of the place, together with its insulated situation, would 
render all attempts against it utterly abortive, unless supported by 
numbers and artillery, in both of which the English were deficient ; 
they accordingly returned to Cancalle, after having destroyed, 
in the harbour of St. Malo, a large fleet of privateers, and sevc- 
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ral other vessels of different descriptions, amounting to upwards 
of a hundred sail. After performing this service, which -the 
enemy very slightly opposed, the troops re-embarked. 

The squadron coasted along by Granville and Cherburg, and 
made dispositions for landing at the latter place, but a hard gale 
and a lee-shore obliged them to stand for England, where they 
arrived on the 2gth of June, and came to an anchorage at St. 
Helen's. 

A few weeks rest, and fresh provisions, having recruited the, 
troops, the squadron again weighed anchor, and stood over for 
the French coast ; auspicious gales brought the fleet within 
sight of Cherburg in a few hours, and immediate preparations 
were made for an attack, the army being now commanded 
by Lieutenant-General Bligh. 

The landing was accomplished about six miles to the west of 
Cherburg. The French had every advantage which nature and 
art could furnish to resist the invading army; but judicious 
dispositions on the part of the British, together with a 
smart fire, so paralised their efforts, that they made not die 
smallest display of resistance, nor even ventured beyond the 
line of their own works, except to abandon them to the 
assailants, who accordingly took possession of them ; and on ' 
the following day the whole force, amounting to between 5 and 
6000 men, marched into Cherburg without meeting the least 
resistance. 

The town and harbour of Cherburg are admirably situated 
for annoying the trade of Great Britain, by affording shelter to 
the privateers of her enemies. The harbour, considered sepa- 
rately^ did not naturally supply safe and commodious anchorage 
for ships, but the celebrated BeMdore had exerted all his skiH 
in erecting fortifications and other works for its defence and 
security ; he had also projected and accomplished improvements 
which counteracted its natural defects, and rendered it a point 
of attack worthy of the genius and valor of Englishmen. 

Having destroyed the labours of the engineer, and bomed 
those of the shipwright, the British withdrew, after a sojourn 
of ten days in France, carrying with theni hostages and spoils of 
war. On their arrival in England, the brass cannon and mortars* 
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were paraded from Kensington to the Tower, adorned with all 
the trophies and symbols of battle, to the infinite delight of the 
populace, and the annoyance of those graver personages who do 
not approve of ostentation. 

■ The troops employed on these expeditions were in excellent 
health, and so admirably supplied with every requisite article, 
that they did not disembark on their return to Spithead. It 
was determined that the coast of France should have no respite ; 
and they accordingly sailed again for St. Malo. The troops 
landed as tliey had done before, and were a second time recalled 
from the prosecution of an enterprise which it was not in the 
nature of things to accomplish. The Commodore moved on to 
St. Cas. The land forces were disembarked, and by some 
strange fatality, or want of foresight in the commander, they 
were allowed to penetrate into the country. The Duke D'Aiguil- 
lon. Governor of Brittany, advanced against them with a body 
of twelve battalions, and six squadrons of regular troops, and 
two regiments of militia. A retreat was immediately ordered, 
and, after much difficulty, effected, although not without disor- 
der, and the rear-guard alone left to confront an enemy so 
superior in numbers. The bravery of our troops deserved a 
better fate : after a sanguinary resistance, they fell into confu- 
sion ; a frightful slaughter succeeded, — many rushed into the 
sea and were drowned: the shore was covered with the dead 
and dying, and the French gave no quarter until they were 
exhausted by the conflict, and the fire of the frigates had ceased; 
at which time 6(X) Englishmen lay dead upon the beach, and 
400 remained as prisoners in the hands of the enemy. 

Lieutenant Dundas escaped unhurt, and soon after the return 
of the armament to England, he set out, viz. in the autumn of 
1758, to join the army of that prudent and distinguished 
General, Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick, as an assistant 
Quarter-Master-General, being also then Engineer and Lieute- 
nant of infantry. * 

In the German Campaign, under that prince, there was 
much practical knowledge to be acquired, and Lieutenant Dundas 
was not backward in obtaining such experience in his profession 
as the time afiforded. 
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In the year 17^99 Lieutenant Dundas was appointed to a troop 
in the 15 th Light Dragoons, on which occasion he returned to 
England, and resigned his appointments of Engineer and Assistant- 
Quarter-Master-General. Early in the year following, he again 
repaired to the theatre of continental warfare with Jiis regiment, 
and as Aid-de-Camp to its Colonel, that distinguished cavahry 
officer^ General Elliot. In this campaign 25,000 British served 
with the Allies ; a greater number than had been seen ou the 
Continent for two hundred years. 

During the petite guerre of this campaign, the services of the 
British troops, and more especially those immediately conn 
nianded by General Elliot, displayed all the intrepidity of thq 
national character. 

In the battle of Cor bach, the most bloody action of the cam- 
paign. Prince Ferdinand relied chiefly on the British. Elliot's light 
horse, proud to be led on by the Prince iu person, and wortbj 
of that honor, had the greatest share in the glory and suffering of 
the day. So young a corps had never so eminently distinguished 
itself. No more than 79 of the Allies were killed in this 
hard-fought action, and of these 71 were of the 15th Light 
Dragoons. 

The successful battle of Warburg followed close upon the 
heels of the foregoing, and added new laurels to the British 
arms ; the posts of honor and of danger were again allotted to 
them, and again their brave companions in difficulty and glory, 
accorded them their meed of well-deserved praise. 

On the 31st of July, 1760, Prince Feifdinand, having his 
main body on the heights of Cassel, moved towards the enemy^ 
who w ere advantageously posted near Warburg : in the meantime 
the Hereditary Prince, with two columns, wheeled round the 
enemy's left, and began a vigorous attack at once upon that 
flank, and upon the rear. The French commander poured 
reinforcements on that quarter, and a warm action was kept Uj/^ 
for four hours, with uncertain success, which, however, at Im/t 
appeared to decide against the French. Prince Ferdiiuuid 
relied much on the English cavalry, which surpassed his expec- 
tations, and indeed all former examples. They considered 
themselves as defrauded of their share of the glofj of Minden, 
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and panted for an occasion to signalise themselves. They came 
up five miles at a gallop viithout the least confusion, and 
attacked the enemy's line with great spirit; the French horse 
did not stand the charge. The £nglish artillery were brought up 
with the same celerity, and acted with the same effect. The 
British infantry, disdaining to be out-done, made such efforts 
to support their fellow soldiers, that in straining their passage 
through marshy and morassy ground, and in burning weather, 
many of them broke down on their march. The French made 
a precipitate retreat to Statberg, having lost 1500 men kJlIed» 
and as many prisoners : the Fnglish lost 590 killed, wounded, 
and prisoners. 

Captain Dundas served also at the battle of Closter Camp 
on the I6th October, and at the siege of Wessel. The opera- 
tions of this vigorous campaign were various and uninterrupted, 
and the army retired into winter-quarters in the end of 
November. 

In January, 17^1, Captain Dundas took the field again witii 
the allied army, and witnessed the expulsion of the French 
from tlie Hessian States, and their retreat to Frankfort on 
the Main. The army fell back to Westphalia into quarters 
in the month of March. In the succeeding operations of the 
campaign Captain Dundas continued to serve, being at the 
battle of Fellinghausen, and the affair which took place at 
Eimbach : this last action, which happened in December, 
concluded the campaign of that year in Germany. 

In the summer of 1762, the twenty-fifth year of his age, 
Captain Dundas accompanied General Elliot, as his Aid-de- 
Camp, to tlie attack on the island of Cuba, and the performance 
of a service as memorable and remarkable as any in the whole 
history of West Indian warfare. The army, about 15,000 strongs 
was commanded by the £arl of Albemarle, to whom GeoerBl 
Elliot was second, and the fleet by Sir G. Pocock, seconded 
by Commodore Keppel. 

The IJavannah, at that time the most rich, populous, nd 
florishing city in the Western hemisphere, was the object of 
attack, and the British force employed against it suffered iocHS- 
dible hardships, miseries, and privations. During a siege of 
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;three months, the Governor of the Havannafa, Don Lewis de 
Velasco^ defended his trust with all the firmness of an M Cas* 
tillan, and all the ardour of a modern soldier. 

The Spaniards, who had been for some time preparing for 
war^ had formed a considerable navj in the West Indies, com- 
posed chiefly of ships of the line, and which lay at that time in 
the bason of the Havannah ; but they had not received any aur 
thentic intelligence of hostilities having commenced between the 
two countries; this may perhaps account for their fleet, at the 
approach of the English, continuing to lie quietly at their 
moorings. 

When all things were in readiness for landing, the Admiraji. 
(Pococke), with a great part of the fleet, bore away to the west-^ 
ward, in order to draw the enemy*8 attention from the true ob» 
ject, and made a feint, as if he intended to land on that side ; 
while Commodore Keppel and Captain Harvey, commanding 
a detachment of tKe squadron, approached the shore to the 
eastward of the harbour, and, after having silenced a small fort, 
they^ on the 7th of June, effected a landing in the utmost order. 
The main body of the army was destined to act upon this 
side. It was divided into twp corps; one of which was advan* 
ced a considerable way in the country, townrds the south-east of 
the harbour^ to Guanabacoa, in order to CQver the 8iege> and to 
secure our parties employed in watering and foraging. This 
corps was commanded by General Elliot. 

The hardships which Ihe English army sustained iq the siege 
of the Moro, were dreadful ; the earth was every where so thin, 
that it was almost impossible to cover themselves iQ their ap- 
proaches. There was no spring or river near them, water was 
obliged to be carried from a great distance, and many dropped 
down dead from thirst, heat, and fatigue. But such was the reso- 
lution of the besiegers, and such the unanimity of the land and 
sea forces, that no difficulties slackened for a moment the ope- 
rations against this important, strong, and well-defended place. 
In the midst of this sharp and doubtful contention, the prin- 
cipal battery raised by the British against the fortress, took fire, 
and being constructed chiefly of timber, scorched Ijy theintense 
heat and incessant cannonade, the flames pverpower^d every 
i?. M. Cal. I. T 
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opposition^ and the labor of six hundred men for seventeen 
dajs was destroyed in a moment. 

This was a severe misfortune, and was the more keenly felt, 
as the other hardships of the siege were becoming almost in- 
supportable. Five thousand soldiers were sick ; three thousand 
seamen in the same condition. A great want of provisions and « 
water retarded their recovery, and aggravated all their suffer- 
ings. The hearts of the most sanguine sunk within them. A 
thousand anxious and impatient looks were directed to the point 
from which the expected reinforcements were to come ; none, 
however, appeared, and the exhausted army were left to its own 
endeavors. 

But in the midst of these disheartening distresses and disap- 
pointments, the steadiness of the commanders infused vigor and 
activity into the troops, and roused them to incredible exertions. 
The rich prize which was before them — the shame of retinug 
home bafBed — and even the strenuous resistance made by the 
enemy ; all these motives called loudly on their interest, their 
honour, and their pride, and inspired them to the exertion of all 
their powers. New batteries arose in the place of the old; the 
fire became equal, and soon superior to that of the enemy. 
They by degrees silenced the cannon of Fort Moro, and on the 
20th of July, made a lodgement in the covert-way. In a few 
days their labors were rewarded by the arrival of reinforce- 
ments and a supply of ammunition ; and the hopes of the besieg- 
ers were revived. 

After a siege of forty-four days, the English, on the SOth of 
July, made a breach in the fort, which was thought practicable ; 
they accordingly mounted it, entered the fort, and formed them- 
selves with so much celerity, and with such a determined cool- 
ness, that the enemy, who were drawn up to^receive them, as- 
tonished at their demeanor and intrepidity, fled in all direc- 
tions. Four hundred of the garrison were killed or drowned, 
and four hundred obtained quarter. The second in command, 
the Marquis De Gonzales, fell whilst he was making brave, 
but uiefFectual, efforts to rally his people. Don Lewis de Ve- 
lasco, the heroic governor, collected an hundred men round his 
colours, and disdaining to retire or call for quarter, he received 
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a mortal wound, and died, oflfering his sword lo his conquerors. 

The English paid a just tribute to the memory and valor of 
this brave soldier. They wept with mingled pity and admira- 
tion over him. 

Notwithstanding the bloodshe^d and reduction of Fort Moro, 
the garrison, with the city and fort Puntas, which were sepa-* 
rated from the Moro and its commanding heights by the breadth 
of the harbour, made the best defence the nature of their circum-^ 
stances would allow ; and it was not Until the 10th of August, 
when every gun had been silenced by the fire of the besieg- 
ers, tliat tlie governor sent forward flags of truce, which ap- 
peared at the same moment in every part of the city, to the iti- 
cxpressible joy of the fleet and army : the result was a capitula- 
tion, wherein the remainder of the garrison, now reduced to 
700 men, regular troops, were allowed the honors of war ; and 
on the 14th of August the English troops took possession of 
the Havannah, after a siege of two months and eight days. 

This conquest was without doubt the most considerable that 
had ever been made in the West Indies. Tlie acquisition urfited 
in itself all the advantages which can be acquired in war ; and in 
the plunder it equalled a national subsidy ; the bullion and mer- 
chandize together found in the place being calculated at three 
millions sterling. 

At the general peace Captain Dundas returned to England, 
and arrived in the month of January, 1763 ; the following year he 
proceeded to the Continent for military improvement ; and as a 
state of profound peace prevented practical experience, he spent 
the greater part of 1764 in France, obtaining that theoretical 
knowledge which his services have perfected. 

From that time to 1770, we find this officer doing duty with 
the 1.5th Dragoons as Captain, when he was advanced to the 
rank of Major, in the same regiment, by purchase. In 1774 
he went to the Continent, to attend the French and Austrian 
exercises in Flanders. 

On the commencement of the American war, 1775, Major 
Dundas solicited to be allowed to exchange into the infantry, > 
for the purpose of serving on that continent, but government 
considering the services of this officer essential in another part 



hia Majesty's dominions, he accordingly purchased Uie Lieute- 
nant-Colonelcy of the Idth Light Dragoons, and went to that 
regiment in Ireland. In 1778 Colonel Dundas received tlit* 
appointment of Quarter- Master-General in Ireland, and io 1781 
was appointed Colonel by brevet. In 1782 the unwearied ser- 
vices of this intelligent officer were further rewarded by the Lieu- 
tenant-Colonelcy of the £d regiment of horse; and in 1785 he 
attended the Prussian exercises at Berlin, Pomerania, Silesia^ 
and Magdeburg, from which time to 1787 the life of Colonel 
Dundas.was passed in acquiring that knowledge in his profession, 
in the different continental military schools, which has rendered 
him, if not the first tactitian of the times, at least inferior to 
none. 

In the year 1788 this officer produced the effects of long study 
and practical acquaintance with the art of war, in the celebrated 
and useful work on the principles of military movements, and 
which has become the basis of our army regulations : it is need- 
less to expatiate on what is so well known, and universally 
allowed to be the most simple, efficient, and, at the same time, 
scientific mode of instructing the officer and soldier in the vari- 
ous, and until this period imperfectly understood, dutiea of (bis 
noble profession. 

His Majesty, fully aware of the important advantages to be 
derived from the zeal, professional knowledge, and accuracy of 
Colonel Dundas, expressly appointed him Adjutant-General in 
Ireland, for the purpose of introducing his mode of discipline 
and tactics into tliat country, and to perfect the infantry military 
regulations^ and which system was soon after put in practice in 
the garrison of Dublin under his immediate command. 

The following year Colonel Dundas was promoted to the 
rank of Major-Ueneral, and in 1791 vvas appointed to the Co- 
lonelcy of the 22d regiment of foot. In 1791 he resigned the 
Adjutant-Generalship, and was placed upon the Irish Staff as 
Major-General 

In 1 702 the convulsed state of the French government, and 
the people's republican propensities, having induced England to 
ally herself with the continental Princes, in order to crush the 
normities of the French, and if possible put a period to the 
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wide-spreading mischief, many oiGcers of talent and activity re- 
signed appointments of emolument, and relinquished the milder 
but equally useful prosecution of regimental discipline, to join 
in services of actual warfare. 

With this view Major-General Dundas resigned the Irish 
Staff in 1793, and came to London, in order to be upon the 
spot, should his services be called for. The government em- 
ployed the Major-General on a military mission to the island 
of Jersey, for the purpose of ascertaining the practicability of an 
attack on St. Malo. Soon after his return from making these 
observations, the Major-General was dispatched to the head- 
quarters of His Royal Highness the Duke of York, then besieg- 
ing Dunkirk, in order to confer with that Prince on subjects of 
importance ; and on the termination of that untoward business 
in the month of October of that year, he travelled through Ger- 
many and Italy to Toulon, where he remained second in com- 
mand to the late Lieutenant- General O'Hara. 

The French having erected a battery which commanded the 
town and arsenal of Toulon, a plan was formed to destroy it^ 
and bring off the cannon and ammunition. The plan was com- 
pletely executed by Major-General Dundas ; but part of the 
troops in their ardour having pursued the retreating enemy too 
far, were thrown into disorder. Lieutenant-General O'Hara 
hastened to the spot ta encourage and recall them, when he re- 
ceived a wound, which rendered him incapable of avoiding the 
enemy : he was made a prisoner, and the command of the troops 
and government of Toulon devolved upon Major-General Dun- 
das. 

The struggles of the Major-General to maintain himself iiv 
the possession of this post, were highly praise-worthy, and suck 
as called forth the approbation of his sovereign and the country. 
He however found his situation untenable, and after many ar- 
duous endeavours, he perceived all hopes of retaining it utteriy 
futile. No occasion wherein British science or intrepidity 
could display themselves was lost by the Major-Cjreneral, al- 
though his force was ill-organized, and composed of Sp;suQiards, 
Neapolitans, Piedmontese, and French loyalists^ amounting^ 
together with the British, to 12,000 men* 
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Deserters and others coining in daily, the Major-General was 
supplied with ample information of the enemy's plans ; he there- 
fore made arrangements for repelling them in the best and most 
judicious manner^ considering his limited force, and the disad- 
vantages under which he acted. 

For the>:omplete defence of the town and harbour, he was 
obliged to occupy a circumference of fifteen miles, by eight prin- 
cipal posts, with their several intermediate dependent ones ; the 
greatest part of these were merely of a temporary nature, and 
constructed in such a manner as the exigency of the time admit- 
ted. His force, which did nojt exceed 12,000 men bearing 
arms, and composed, as we have before observed, of various 
countries, was disposed thus ; 9000 in supporting those posts, 
and the remaining 3000 stationed in the town. 

On the ]6th of December, at half-past two o'cloclp in the 
morning, the enemy, who had kept three batteries in contiDual 
play, opened two new ones, and commenced a very heavy can- 
nonade on Fort Mulgrave till next morning ; the works suffered 
much, and the Allies lost a g^eat number of men. The weather 
was very bad, and the troops iu consequence suffered much 
from fatigue. 

At two o'clock on the morning of 17th the .enemy attacked 
the fort in great force : it was defended a considerable time ^ but 
on the enemy entering on the Spanish side, the British quarter, 
commanded by Captaia Conolly, of the 18th regiment, could 
not be maintained much longer : it was finally carried ; and the 
remains of the brave garrison of 700 men, retired towards the 
shore of Balaguier. As this position was most«essential to the 
preservation of the harbour, every means had been taken to 
strengthen it, and at that time 3000 men were there. 

The firing at this post having discontinued during the dark- 
ness, the garrison waited the return of day-light in the most aui- 
ous suspence. On the morning of the 18th a new scene met 
their view, by an attack of all our posts on the mountain of Pha- 
ron.- — The enemy were repulsed on the east side, by a force 
commanded by a distinguished officer, the Piedmonteae Co- 
lonel De Jermagnan, who fell in the afftir; they, however, 
crowded up in numbers on that side of the mountain which 



SIR DAVID DUNDAS. 295 

overlooks Toulon, and found means to penetrate between our 
posts. 

In consequence of these events, a council of Flag and Gene- 
ral Officers assembled, when it was determined to evacuate the 
place. It would have been insanity to attempt further opposi- 
tion ; and measures were taken for immediate departure, which 
service was performed with admirable effect. The destruction 
of the arsenal^ shipping and magaziues, was entrusted to Sir 
Sidney Smith, who executed the same in a manner which amply 
justified his appointment; and the whole Allied army, under the 
able direction of Lieutcnant-General . Dundas, together with 
several thousands of the Toulon loyalists, all the British ar- 
tillery, and part of the French fleet, were brought off, without 
the loss of a single life, on the S9th of December 1793, having 
embarked under the strong Citadel of La Malgue, which was then 
evacuated. The British General retired to the Isle of Elba. 

In January, 1794, Lieu tenant- General Dundas landed in tlie 
Island of Corsica, captured the town of San Fiorenza, and se- 
cured good anchorage for the British fleet, when, from ill 
health, and his presence being no longer necessary in the Mediter- 
ranean, he travelled through Italy and Germany to England, and 
shortly after his arrival he set out to rejoin the army in Flanders, 
where, with the rank of Major-General, he commanded a bri* 
gade of cavalry at the battle of Tournay, which was fought on 
the 22d of May 1796. The Allies having re-united tb^ir scat- 
tered forces, prepared, with unabated resolution, to meet the 
Republicans. At five in the morning the attack was commenc- 
ed by the latter, on the advanced posts of the Allies, which were 
driven back on the main body : here the steadiness and intrepi* 
dity of the troops, and particularly the British, checked their fur- 
ther progress ; and notwithstanding the impetuosity of their va- 
rious attacks, which continued until ten at night, they were 
bafllcd in every attempt, and obliged to fall back upon Lisle.— 
The loss of the French in this battle was considerable, and bad 
they not taken the precaution to cover both their flanks by thick 
woods, through which the cavalry could not penetrate, i(. would 
have been much greater. 

Major-General Dundaa still continued in his command with 



the trmy under His Royal Highness the Duke of York, whoie 
plan for the campaign had been wholly disconcerted by the 
defeat of that brave^ bat unfortunate, officer^ General Clerfayt. 
The Prince de Cobdrg had not been more successful ; and op- 
posed to such numbers as the French could bring into the 
field, the Allies, with all their united force, were weak. The 
Duke of York was therefore obliged to remote from his position 
at Toumay to Oudenarde, in order to act against the French^ 
who had intested it widi a great force ; and from thence the 
whole army, consisting of British, Hanorerians, Hessians, and 
Brunswickers, retired to the frontiers of Holland, upon the 
Rhine and Waal, which they crossed and maintained. In No- 
vember His Royal Highness returned to England, and General 
Walmoden took the command of the army. 

In D^ember, the subject of this memoir was appointed to 
command on the Lower Waal, and had the honor to bear away 
the palm of victory in two successful actiona near Gelder- 
Malsen. 

The British troops stationed at Amheito and* its vicinity, 
^ere, from incessant fatigue, the inclemency of the weather, 
and the difficulty of procuring supplies, in the most distressing 
situation. — The French -seiated this moment to attempt the 
passage of the Waal, on rafts constructed for that purpose; 
but notwithstanding the state of the British and German forces, 
reduced by war, sickness, and famine^ they were repulsed in 
every part. 

The winters of 1794-5 being of uncommon seferity^ die 
French wei-e enabled to cross the Meuse and Waal, with an in»* 
mense force, together with all their artillery, baggage, and military 
stores ; at which time the allies were too much reduced to 
render any effectual opposition ^ They carried all the posts in 
the island of Bommd, forced the lines of Breda, made l€OP 
prisoners, and took a quantity of cannon. They were oom|illte 
nmsters of the Waal, and menaced the towns of Culenbei^ and 
Gorcum. In order to preserve these towns, Major-Gmeidl! 
Dundas, with 8,000 British, marched agabst them on the 30th 
of December. The French were posted at Tfaifyl, to arrive at 
which place it was necessary to take a road flatd^ed with batteiiei; 
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and the place iUelf was surrounded with a strong abbatis* Bj^ 
the dispositions of the General, these great obstacles wera Mwt'^ 
mounted ; and notwithstanding the superiority of the eaieniy in 
physical strength, they were driven from their posts, and com* 
pelled to re-cross the Waal, with a considerable loss of troops 
and baggage. But these instances of judgment and valor in 
our Generals and their troops availed but little to the general 
cause, having to repel an enemy whose strength was so enor« 
mous, and whose numbers, filling and overpowering the whole 
country, e&ctually rendered resistance impracticable*. In the 
month of January 1795> the superiority of the enemy havii^ 
become overwhelming, and the natural defences of Holland 
being frozen up, the allied army was obliged to evacuate the 
country, and retire behind the river Ems on the fronMer of 
Germany. 

Major-General Dundas ^ remained in his command on the 
Ems,; in East Friesland, until the month of April, when the 
British iufantry returned to England, under General (now Earl) 
Marcourt; and the cavalry, amounting to ^twenty-four squadrons, 
together with some foreign emigre corps attached to it, in all 
about 10,000, continued in Westphalia, under the command pf 
the former, the whple . army being cpmmanded by General 
Walmoden. 

In the summer of diis year the British army under Lieutenants 
General Dundas enjoyed a cessation from the fatigues imd 
calamities of war : though subject to various alarms, it occupic4 
tiie countries of Friesland, Oldenburg^ and Bremen, the re*, 
mainder of the Allied army being cantoned in Westphalia ; and 
the French occupying Holhmd and the banks of the. Waal and 
Rhine. Throughout the .whole o£ Ais seaspn no offensive 
operations were carried on, and the British cavalry were ^gau^ 
cised by brigades, upon a general system dien laiid down lOt 
ihem by the Lieu tenant-General. In December of this year 
Iieutenant*General . Dundas was appointed Colonel of the 
Queen's, or 7th Light Dragoons. . . 

In January 1796, the whole of the British ^caiwliy were 
embarked on the Weser. The rest of the Allied army fell 
back to their several countries^ according to the line of demar^ 
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cation then agreed upon vfiih the French. The British troops 
arrived safely in this country, and soon afterwards Major-Gene- 
ral Dundas was placed on the Home*Staff, and appointed 
Quarter-Master-General of the army. In the course of this 
year the General composed the cavalry regulations and move- 
mentSy which the cavalry were ordered to follow. 

Camps being formed at Weymouth, and on Windsor Forest, 
under the immediate inspection of His Majesty, Major-General 
Dundas had the honor to direct the exercises and instructions 
of the same, both cavalry and infantry : the remaining portion 
of 1796, and the three following years, were passed by the 
General in the useful labor of training the gallant army of 
Great Britain to future glory. 

In the year 1797, a further reward to the 8ervices of the 
General was accorded by his august Sovereign, in the nmk of 
Lieutenant-General and Governor of Landguard Fort 

In 1799 tlie late Sir Ralph Abercrombie commanded in the 
expedition to Holland, when, after many difficulties and much 
obstruction, from extremely turbulent weather and adverse winds, 
the British army succeeded in effecting its first object, which 
was to land and take up an advantageous post ; their next 
exploit was, in conjunction with the navy, the capture of the 
Dutch fleet, consisting of twenty-four vessels of war and four 
Indiamen. An affair, wherein much gallantry was displayed, 
took place on the 10th of September; and His Royal Highaess 
the Duke of York taking the command on the ISth, having 
been ' accompanied by Lieutenant-General Dundas, a plan of 
operation was immediately devised, and a general attack deter- 
mined upon; and on the 19th every arrangement was completed. 
The army advanced in four columns, the first consisting chiefly 
of Russian troops, under Lieutenant-General Hermann ; the 
second commanded by Lieutenant-General Dundas, and con- 
sisting of two squadrons of the 1 1th light dragoons, two brigades 
of foot-guards, and Major-General Prince William of Gloncet- 
ter's brigade ; the third, commanded by Sir James Pulteney ; 
and the fourth by Sir Ralph Abercrombie. * 

It was planned that the Russian division of the army should 
advance to the right, through a country near -to the village of 
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Bergen, and almost covered widi wood, this being die enemy's 
principal post. 

The Russians advanced with the most impetuous courage, 
Lut allowing themselves to be impelled beyond the bounds of 
that order which is so requisite to a military operation, they 
fell into confusion ; and after displaying all their national 
hardihood^ were compelled to retire^ with considerable loss. 

Both the second and third ccdumns had great difficulties^ to 
overcome, in consequence of the ground of their operations 
being intersected by deep ditches and morass. The seeood 
column, under Lieutenant-General Dundas, having performed 
the service first allotted it, in the most gallant and decisive 
manner, which was to force the 'enemy's. position at Warmoift- 
huysen and Schdreldam, and to co-operate with the column 
under General Hermann, extended itself after the retreat of 
the Russians to the right ; and although weakened by an exten- 
sion so disproportionate to its force, nevertheless renewed the 
batde with great btavery ; but owing to the unfortunate state of 
the. ground, and other disadvantageous circumstances, after ;a 
conflict wherein the skill and gallantry of the British were 
eminently conspicuous, the column was- obliged to retire; the 
exertions of the British were strenuous and successful, answer- 
ing well to the high reputation of their Generids, and on a 
review of the success which attended the three columns of 
British troops, we cannot but lament that the Russian' corps 
lost sight of that' spirit of discipline and subordinati«i 
for which they ever are so remarkable, as on that alone 
hung the subsequent disasters of the day; and had GoMfal 
Hermann been able* to keep possession of the ground ao 
rapidly won, until the troops of General Dundas had come to 
his support, the event of the day would have justified the hopes 
of the Duke of York. - 

The spirits of the British were, however, unbroken, mA 
the Russians were anxious to repair their late disaster : the anny 
kept the field in defiance of every natural and artificial obatacle : 
the Duke of York determined on further exertions^ and a rein- 
forcement of British and Russian troops arriving,' his bope^ 
were strengthened and confirmed, ' 
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The operations of the allied armies having been suspended 
by inclement weather^ which now becoming more moderate^ 
the British were put in motion on the morning of the 2d of 
October, and an attack was commenced on the whole of the 
enemy's line. A severe and sanguinary conflict ensued, which 
lasted from six in the morning until the same hour at night. 
The British right wing was led on by Sir Ralph Abercrombie ; 
the centre divisions by General Dundas ; and the left wing by 
Major-General Burrard. The first impression made on the 
enemy's line was by the centre division of our army, under the 
command of General Dundas; the right next attaicked; and 
finally the left wing. They overcame all opposition, and entirely 
defeated the French. 

On the night after the battle the British troops lay on tbeir 
arms, and on the morning of the .Sd they moved forWard, and 
occupied the positions of Lang-Dyke, Alkmaar, Bergen, 
Egmont-op-Hoof, and £gmont-op-Zee. 

The Duke of York, in his dispatches, bestowed the warmest 
praise on the whole of the troops under his command, and in 
an especial manner particularized the Generals Sir Ralph Aber- 
crombie and Dundas, for the ability they displayed, and His 
Royal Highness attributed much of the success of the ifay to 
their personul exertions. 

The British and Russian troops were again engaged with 
the enemy on the 4th of October, and after a severe conflict, 
in which ]i)00 men were killed and wounded, the enemy 
retired, leaving the English in ]>ossession of the field of battle ; 
but the season, the roads, and other obstacles, prevented the 
British Commander from following up these advantages. 
Intelligence also arrived, importing that the enemy were daily 
strengthening, and would shortly bear down with all their forc^ 
upon him ; he therefore, with the concurrence of the Lieutenant 
Generals in his army, withdrew from his advanced positions at 
Schagenbrug; and on the 17th of the month agreed On a 
suspension of hostilities with the Generals Brune and Daendels, 
to evacuate Holland before the end of November. 

In 1801, laeutenant-General Dundas was appointed Colonel 
of the North British Dragoons, and was made Governor of 
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I'ort George after the decease of Sir Ralph Abercrombie ; and 
ill 1802 was promoted to the rank* of General in the army. In 
1805 General Dundas resigned the situation of Quarter-MMter- 
General of the army^ and was placed in the command of the 
Southern District, viz. Kent and Sussex ; in 1804 he was 
appointed Governor of the Royal Hospital at Chelsea, and Knight 
of the Bath. In 1805 the General was, from indisposition, 
under the necessity of resigning the command of the Southern 
District; and on the 18th of March, I809|he received from his 
Sovereign a most gratifying distinction and reward for long and 
arduous services, in being appointed Commander-in*Chief of 
the armies of Great Britain, on the resignation of the Duke of 
York ; and in the same year, the 93th, or regiment of riflemen^ 
now styled the Rifle Brigade, was presented to him. 

Having continued in full autliority at the Horse-Guards for 
two years, with the entire satisfaction of the ministry and the 
army, the veteran General finding the infirmities of age required 
a retreat from the burdens of ofKce, he obtained permission to 
resign the high appointment, which he accordingly did on the 
SGthof May 1811. 

The next mark of Royal favour the General received was the 
presentation of theMst, or King's regiment of Dragoon Guards, 
which circumstance took place on the 27th of January, 1813. 

Sir David Dundas is a member of the Consolidated Board of 
General Officers ; one of the Commissioners of the Royal Military 
College, and of the Royal Military Asylum. 

16. General Sir Robert AbercrombYi G. C. B. 

This officer entered the service, in July, 1758, as an Enaiga 
in the 44th foot. He served in North America till the peace 
of 17G3 ; he was present as a volunteer at the battle of Ticoaf* 
deroga, 8th July 1758; at the siege of Niagara^ and in tlie 
action in which a corps of the enemy, that attempted to raise the 
siege, was defeated ; at the reduction of Fort Levi^ and nt 
Montreal, when the French army laid down their armi and 
surrendered the colony. In 1 759> he received a Lieutenancy, 
nndj in iTf)]^ n company in the 44th. He remained with that 
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corps^ iii Canada, till the peace of 176S| when, beitig the 
youngest Captain, he was reduced on half-pay with th^ 10th 
company ; but soon after succeeded to a vacant company, and 
served in Ireland till 1775. In 1772, he received a Majority 
in the 62ud, and, in 1775^ a Lieutenant-Colonelcy in the 37 th 
foot. 

He served in North America from the commencement of 
1776i till the peace of 1783 ; and was present at the battles of 
Brooklyne, Brandywine, and Germantown ; also at the siege of 
Charlestown, and at Yorktowu, when it was attacked by the 
French and American armies and surrendered to them, '[(lie 
15th of February, 1781, he received the rank of Colonel, and 
was appointed Aid-de-Camp to His Majest}^ ; 12th of October, 
1787, he received the Colonelcy of the 75th foot. 

From September, 1788, till the middle of April, 1797, he 
served in India ; and, in January, 1 790, lie succeeded the late 
General Sir William Medows in the government of Bombay, 
and in the chief command of the army on that establishment : 
the 28th of April of the same year,, he received the rank of 
Major-General. He was present at the reduction of Carcron, 
the surrender of Tippoo's army in that quarter, and the fall of 
the province of Malabar. In 1792, he joined Lord Com- 
wallis before Seringapatam, where soon after peace was con- 
cluded with Tippoo. In 1793, he succeeded Lord Cdmwailis 
in the chief command of the army in India ; and was present at 
the aption at Batina, in Rohilcund, where the Robillas were 
totally defeated. 

The 26th of January, 1797, he received the Brevet of lieu- 
tenant-General ; and in December was appointed on the Staff 
in North Britain ; but was compelled to resign that situation 
from a severe complaint in his eyes, contracted in India, from 
the effects of which he still suffers. The 29th of April, 1802y 
he received the Brevet of General, and has since been appointed 
Governor of Edinburgh Castle, which government, together: 
with the Colonelcy of the 7oth foot, he now holds. 
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17. General James CoATES. 
This officer entered the service in the year 1765, as an 
Ensign in the 19th foot^ which regil&ent he joined at Dundee in 
^pril following. In 1757^ it was augmented to two battalion!^' 
and the second subsequently became the 66th foot (Colonel La«: 
fau sells). Ensign Coates was ajttached to this regiment. On the 
£4th of August> 1761, he succeeded (o the rank of Captsun-^ 
Lieutenant, and the 2d of April, I762| lo a company. ■ Hitbeiilo 
this officer had solely been employed on the Recruitii^ Seirice y 
he now embarked with his regiment for If^land, and from thendei 
to the West Indies. The dd of October, 1766, he purchased. 
the Majority of his regiment, and after remaining ten years ia 
the West Indies, brought it home. The 11th of September, 
1 765, he obtained the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel by Brevet/ 
and the 26th October, 1775, he purchased the Lieutenant- 
Colonelcy of the 19th foot. A Brigade was subsequently 
formed, consisting of the 3d, 19th, and SOth regiments, undec 
Colonel Gould, which sailed for America, and landed at 
Charlestown, South Carolina, where Lieutenant-Colonel Coates 
was appointed Brigadier-General. He was slightly wounded 
in America. Some time after (the American war drawing to ai 
conclusion) this Brigade was ordered to the West Indies, and 
this officer continued with the 19th foot at Jalniaica, almost the 
whole time it was there stationed; and shortly after its return to 
England, was appointed Major-General on the Continent of 
Euro))e. The l6th of May, 1781, he had received the Brevet' 
of Colonel, and the ^8th of April, 1790, that of Major- 
General. He served as Major^General at the Camps of Wairley 
and Sheerness, under the Marquess Townsbend and the 
Duke of Richmond; and subsequently at Plymouth and Tnin> 
under Lord George Lennox. The 20th December^ 1794, be 
was appointed Colonel of the 2d foot ; lieutemnt-General* 
the 26th of January, 1797; and Genend the 29th of Aprili' 
1802. . - * ■'^' 

18. General Sir Alubbd Claiikb, G. C. B. 

This officer was appointed Ensign ia the 50th foot, 20di of 
March, 1755 ; Lieutenant^ 10th of May, 1760$ Captam in the 
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5th foot, 7th of Jauuary, 1767 ; lieutenant-Colonel 7th foot, 
lOtb of March, 1777 ; Colosel by Brevet, l6thof May, 1781; 
Major-General, 28th of April, 1790; Colonel of the 5tb foot, 
£5th of October, 1 794 ; Lieutenant-General in the £a8t Indies, 
Srd of May, 1796 ; Lieutenant^General in> the army, ^6th of 
January, 1797 ; Colonel of the 7tb foot, Sist of August, 18Q1 ; 
and General, £9th of April, 1809. 

Sir Alured Clarke served ip'tbe East Indies ; he was invested 
with the command of the army that eaptiired, under the orders 
of the late General Craig, the Cape of Good H(^« Sir 
Alured arrived only during the unexpected struggle with the 
Dutch. 

Sir Alured Clarke is a member of the Consolidated Boaid of 
General Officers. 

His services have been recompensed Iqr tise Colopeky of the 
7th foot, and his appointment to Am Order of the Bath, as a 
Knight Grand Cross. 

19. Gbnbral Sib Samuel llvtst. 
This officer entered the army 17th December^ ]76],4uian 
Ensign in the 1st foot guards ; in August, 1769, he obtamed his 
Lieutenancy in the same Regiment, with the rank of Captaio ; 
and, in April, 1776, a company with the rank of Lieutqumt- 
Colonel; in 1730, he was appointed Lieutenant-Colonel in his 
regiment, and employed during the riots of that year ; the 26th 
of November, 1 792, he received the Brevet x>f Colonel. Tlie 
€l5th of February, 179d| he embarked, in command of the Ist 
battalion of his regiment, and landed in Holland ; the 5th of 
March, 1 793, he encamped before Valenciennes^ the £ndbf June, 
after the surrender of the latter place, he marched to Dunkirk* 
On th^r route the brigade of guards, under Lord Lake, were 
ordered, 1 8th of August, to support the Dutch forces at Lm- 
celles, on which occasion this officer was directed to arraoge 
the mode of attack. The guards returned from Dunkirk, and 
proceeded to Engle Fontain to support the Austrian army. On 
the l£th of October, this officer received the rank of Major* 
General, and, having no command, he returned to England m 
November of the same year. 
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In May^ 1794^ he was appointed to command the brigade of 
guards serving in Flanders ; and on the drd of June he joined 
tlie army at Tournay : some partial actions took place during 
his command of the brigade. He left the guards in canton- 
ments near Aruheim^ on the Rhine, and early in January, 1 79^> 
he arrived in England. In May^ he received the Colonelcy of 
tiie 66di, and was placed on the Home Staff*, where he conti- 
nued until 1798 ; from the 56th regiment he was removed to the 
19lh foot. The 1st of January, 1 798, he received the rank of 
Lieutenant-General. In June, during the rebellion in Ireland, 
he was ordered with two brigades to proceed to Waterford ; in 
November, he returned to £ngland, and resumed his command 
on the Staff; in August, 1799, he was appointed to command 
in the expedition to the H elder. He was present at all the 
engagements from 19th of September, to 6th of October; but at 
one only held any command, viz. on the find of October, to 
]>roceed with the grenadier battalion of the guards to reinforce 
the centre of the army. He returned with the expedition in 
November, 1799, and was appointed to the command of the 
Southern District, in the room of the late Lord Grey, in which 
situation he continued until the peace of 1802. The 9,5ih of 
September, 1803, he received the ratik of General ; the S4th of 
February, 1806, he was appointed Lieutenant-Governor of 
Chelsea Hospital ; and the 25th of June, 1810, Colonel of the 
fi2nd foot. 

The services of this officer have been rewarded by the two 
latter appointments, viz. the Lieutenant-Governorship of Chel- 
sea Hospital, and the Colonelcy of the 62nd regiment^ both 
which situations he continues to hold. 

(20. Geneual Sir James Stbuart, Baiit« 

This officer entered the service at l6 years of age, 17th of 
March, 1761, and having received a military education in Ger- 
many^ he was immediately fit fpr service. He obtained a Ofr- 
iietcy in the 1st, or Rb^l regiment of dragoons, from hip^^resent 
Majesty without purchase. He seVved in the campaigns of 1761 
and 1762, in the above regiment, with the allied army in Ger- 
)nany, commanded by Prince Ferdinand. From a Cornetcy hn 
jR. M. Cal. I. U 
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was appointed by purchase, to a company in tbe 105th or Queen's 
Roya] Highlanders, by commission dated ISth of January, 17^i3. 
That regiment having been reduced in the year following, Sir 
James again went abroad, and after travelling on the continent, 
in France and Germany, he^ in 1766^ succeeded by purchase to 
a troop in the 5th or Royal Irish dragoons, then stationed in Ire- 
land, by commission dated ]8tli of June. In the year 1769, Sir 
James Steuart was appointed aid-de-camp to Lord Townshend, 
then Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland ;• and in the year 1772 obtained 
a Majority by purchase in the ISth regiment of dragoons, by 
commission dated 6th of November. In 1775, without any 
solicitation on his part, he was transferred to the Majority of the 
1st regiment of Irish horse, now the 4th dragoon-guards, that 
step having been looked upon as promotion and a favour con- 
ferred upon him, commission dated 26th of September 1775. 
The year following, 1776, the 13tb dragoons were converted 
into light cavalry, when Sir James Steuart was pcnnted out for 
the purchase of the Lieutenant-Colonelcy of that regioient, to 
which he succeeded accordingly, by commission dated 16th of 
July, 1776 ; he then obtained the brevet rank of Colonel, com- 
mission dated £Oth of November, 1782. In 1788 it was thought 
advisable to improve the system of discipline in the cavalry of 
tbe army, and orders were issued to the Irish government to 
assemble, in the garrison of Dublin, large detachments from each 
regiment of cavalry on that establishment, the late Sir William 
Pitt being Commander-in-Chief in Ireland. — Sir. James had the 
honor of being nominated to that command, and his orders w^ere 
to form an improved system of interior discipline, economy, and 
field movements for the cavalry ; and from time to time to re- 
port his proceedings. The detachments were assembled accord- 
ingly, early in the spring of 1788, and along with them the ISth 
light dragoons, to which Sir James Steuart was Lieutenant- 
Colonel, making in all about 16 troops of cavalry, and having 
tlie assistance of two Majors and an adequate Staff. The com- 
mand of the garrison of Dublin also fell to Sir James, and 
which he held during the summers of 1788 and 1789. His pro- 
ceedings met with the approbation of Sir William Pitt, as also 
of his Excellency the Lord-Lieutenant, who signified it in orders, 
iu a manner from which Sir James has since derived honor and 
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advantage. His system^ particularly of field movements, has 
been adopted without alteration ; but has been more completely 
defined and arranged by General Sir David Dundas, and is now 
enforced by order of his Majesty. The 12th regiment of light 
dragoons, falling vacant by the death of the late Lieutenant- 
General the Honorable Lane Parker, Sir James Steuart was 
appointed by his Majesty Colonel of that regiment, by commis- 
sion dated 9th of November, 1791 . 

In autumn, 1793, he was ordered with his regiment to Tou- 
lon, where he was to have been appointed to serve as Brigadier- 
General ; but the promotion of October in that year having 
given him the rank of Major-GeneraJ, and the Staff at Toulon 
being complete, he was disappointed of that service. In th^ 
year following Sir James was appointed to the Staff of the late 
Marquess of Cornwallis, and to the command of the cavalry 
belonging to the British army, which was to have joined a Prus- 
sian subsidy, supposed to act ou the Meuse ; but which subsidy 
did not come forward as was expected, and Sir James was 
again disappointed. He was placed, in the mouth of Septem- 
ber, on the Staff in Scotland, and there named to the super- 
intendance of the cavalry, and to take particular charge of the 
formation and discipline of the Fencible cavalry in that country^ 
which he commanded in camps in the summer, 1795, 1796, 
and 1797. 

In autumn, 1797, serious disturbances existing in Ireland, 
he was promoted to the local rank of Lieutenant-General in that 
country ; and was there appointed by warrant to command the 
Southern District, comprehending the province of Munster, 
then in a greater state of disturbance than any other in Ireland ; 
and his arrangements restored that district to a state of tran- 
quillity, not known to any other district of that kingdom, during 
the year 1798 : the measures were not those of violence, and the 
result proves that they were not pusillanimous. The first step 
taken by Sir James Steuart, with the sanction of government, ob- 
tained through Sir Ralph Abercrombie, then Commaader in Chief, 
was to suspend the audiority giten to military officers to act as 
justices of the peace ; and to direct their attention more imme- 
diately to their miUtary function^ ; calling on the civil magis^ 
tratcs to come forward, and exercbe their own authority, with 
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fiminess aud justice. From this Sir James found the most 
material benefits ; the system haring in general been well sup- 
ported by the magistrates of the Southern District. The Lieu- 
tenant-General's next object was to obtain, as much as possible, 
the assistance of the yeomanry and Tolunteers, then consisting of 
nearly 17yOOO men, belonging to the Southern District; and 
who, owing to the disturbances not having then broken out into 
actual rebellion, had not been called forth by the authority of go- 
vernmeut. Sir James Steuart addr^sed these corps, through the 
medium of the general officers commanding divisions of the South- 
em District, and proposed to them to convert two day's exer- 
cise in the week, for which they received pay, into two night's 
duty ; (see Sir James Steuart's circular letter to general officers, 
dated Mallow, 18th March, 1798, here annexed.) This proposal, 
being evidently for the advantage of the country and the best 
means of restoring peace, was soon universally adopted and car- 
ried into effect, (see the letter of the £arl of Donoughmore 
addressed to Major-General Myers, darted Cork, 18th March, 
1798, also annexed.) with great activity, arrangements being made 
by Sir datnes Steuart in order to form night patroles of yeomanry 
safeguards. The patroles were conducted with great regularity 
and activity, aud were, in general, beaded by noblemen and gen- 
tlemen of the first respectability and rank in , the eountry; to 
whose exertions and spirit sufficient praise cannot be given. 
There was not an act of unnecessary violence committed by 
them during their service ; and all night-assemblies of distur- 
bers of the peace were thereby effectually suppressed ; the re- 
gular military force, which till then had been dispersed, was col- 
lected and made more effectual. Those arrangements were 
communicated to Sir Ralph Abercrombie, and were highly ap- 
proved of by him, Avhich approbation he expressed, in term»not 
equivocaI,inhisletter addressed to Sir James Steuart and dated 18tfa 
March, 1798. Immediately before Sir Ralph Abercrombie left 
the command of the army in Ireland, iie had concerted a.plan^ 
which hecommunicated to Sir James Steuart, for putting districts^ 
particularly disturbed, under a military contribution ; by introdu- 
cing into them troops living at free quarters* This system was 
by many objected to, on account of the depredations it m^bt 
lead to, and the relaxation it would occasion in the discipline of the ' 
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troops. By the arrangements made by Sir James Steuart these 
objections were obviated ; a regular ration was fixed upon for 
each man, and for each horse employed on that service. The 
troops were to be assembled in towns and villages, and officers 
stationed in the houses vrith the soldiers ; the provisions were to 
be collected by the magistrates^ who were also instructed to let 
the burden fall where it was most deserved ; and the provisions 
so collected were, to be deUvered to the troops at stated periods^ 
according to regular rations, and undtv the direction of the ma- 
gistrates; the soldiers being kept in. discipline, and prevented 
from marauding or committing any outrage. Such free* quarter- 
ing was not taken off until perfect order Was- restored to the 
district so quartered ui>on :and the good conduct of the troops re- 
conciled the inhabitants to the solcCery. ^ On Sir James Steuart 
taking the command of the Southern district^ he put a stop to all 
arbitrary punishment being inflicted upon the inhabitants ; burn- 
ing of houses, &c. : and, during the exercise of ifiartial law in 
the Southern district, na crinunal was capitally convicted, ex- 
cept by a regular military tribunal or court martial, consisting of 
a president and twelve members ; the whole of which proceed- 
ings received the approbation of the government of Ireland. 
See the subjoined extract of Lord Castlereagh's letter,' dated tbe 
'25th of June 1 79B, and addressed to Sir James Steuart. On the 
breaking-out of the rebellion in the month of May, 17989 ^^ 
the County of Wexford, which was not in Sir James's district^ 
being taken complete possession of by the rebels^ and ^11 com- 
munication between the seat of government and the Southern 
district being cut off by them^ Sir James Steuart^ of his own 
accord, instantly ordered Major-General Johnson, with idboot 
3,600 men, and a train of artillery large in proportion^ to mardi 
to the right bank of tbe river Barrow, th^r6 to cover (be Sbufli^ 
ern district, and to act af might appear to him of most ad^ 
vantage for the kingdom at large. Major-Greneral Johnson having 
taken possession of the town of New Ross, was. there attnekied,. 
and defeated the rebels, on tbe dth of June. The iueeOB of 
these operations is well known: fodr regiments of fnftotry 
were afterwards ordered out of dw Southern ^strict, by com- 
mand of the late Genend Lord Lnke^ then c6nunwiding the 
forces by order dated DnbUn, SA of Jone. Their nardi waa. 
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delayed for a short time by Sir James Steuart^ for reasons \vhich 
he thought necessary, and "which were stated, but they soon 
afterwards proceeded and reinforced Lord Lake at Vinegar Hill. 
On the lOth of June, Sir James Steuart received orders from 
General Lord Lake to forward the late Lieutenant-General Sir 
John Moore from Bandon towards the County of Wexford along 
with his light brigade, consisting of about 1800 men, and artillery 
in proportion. They were marched the same evening ; and the 
next day, the 11th, that brigade arrived in time to defeat the 
rebels at Foulks Mill, on the 18th of the same month, after a 
march of 130 miles performed in seven days, also taking pos- 
session of the town of Wexford, on the Slst, before the arrival 
of troops from any other quarter. Vide extract of Sir John 
Moore's letter subjoined. Sir James's local rank as Lreutenant- 
General was confirmed by the promotion of 1st January, 1798, 
and he was appointed a General in the army on the d5th of 
September, 1803. 

From motives now unnecessary to enter into, and the rebel- 
lion in Ireland having, by the proclamation of the Marquess of 
Coniwallis, been declared at an end. Sir James was induced to 
offer to His Majesty his resignation of the Staff in that king- 
dom, which was graciously received. 

Sir James Steuart's rank in the service, having since in a great 
degree precluded him from ordinary service, he has remained, with 
regret, an unwilling spectator of the wonderful military successes 
which have since crowned the annals of the British Empire. 

The 12th of January, 1815, he was removed from the l£th 
Ijight Dragoons to the Colonelcy of his present regiment the 
2d, or Royal York British, Dragoons. 

Circular, to the General Officers in the Southern District 

of Ireland. 

" Sir, " Mallow, ISth March, 17S». 

*' It having been represented to me by some respectable gen- 
tlemen, living in your division of the southern district, that 
disturbances exist in many parts of it ; that gentlemen's houses 
have been attacked and plundered of arms, and nigbtly 
meetings held; and it being evident tiiat nothing will ttiorc 
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eflfectually put a stop to such disturbances^ than the lawful ex- 
ertions of the magistrates, wi& the assistance of the jfeomanry 
and volunteers of the country, (raised for the very purpose of 
giving strengdi to the civil power ;) I beg you will communicate 
without delay, to the gentlemen commanding yeomanry and 
volunteer corps, that I strongly recommend it to them : and 
that it is my earnest wish for the general good and restoration 
of order, as well as for the protection of private individuals and 
their property, that the exercise of the yeomanry and volun- 
teers, for two days in the week, shoidd be converted into night 
patroles, alw*ays accompanied by a civil magistrate or constable ; 
that the patrole of each corps should be con6ned to their own 
district; that they shall be made three or four nights in the 
week, or oftener according to the strength of the'corps : dividing 
each corps into so many patroles, none consisting of less than 
1^. — In this manner a corps, consisting of 36 only, can patrde 
six nights in the week, which is but two nights' service, within 
that period, to each man. It is further recommended^ that 
where the yeomanry, in any one district, consists of both cavalry 
and infantry, that the patrole shall be composed of a certain 
number of each; whereby the infantry will be protectfsd by the 
cavalry in an open country, and the cavalry by the infantry in 
a close one. The strictest injunctions must be given to the 
patroles never to violate the law ; to protect innocence, and 
never to offend it ; to be severe, where severity is. unavoidably 
necessary ; but to discriminate, as fn as possible, the innocent 
from the guilty. The times of patroles must be at uncertain 
hours, and frequently be changed, as well as the routes the 
patroles take ; both of which must^ be, much determined by 
good information received, of where and virhen disturbances are 
most likely to exist ; always observmg one general rule for all 
patroles, that they never return by tfie same road by which they 
went out. If the disturbances of the country are of such n 
nature as to require stronger patroles^ the frequency of tbem 
must be diminished in proportion to the weakness of the corpi* 
No doubt is entertained that, by the adoption 6f iik plan» if 
carried on with perseverance^ » activity, discipline^ moderatkMi^ 
and justice, the disturbvMW of iktewmiifj w3i sl^r^y aubnd^ 
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and good order be once more re-established.-*- You will be so 
good as to request the gentlemen, to whom you commu- 
nicate my wishes on this subject, to give you an answer, for 
my information, whether or not they agree to this plan, in order 
that I may transmit such answers to government. You may 
also observe, to the gentlemen to whom you write, that the 
assistance of the military shall always be granted to them, to 
support them upon emergencies ; but that it is not consistent 
with the attention which must be paid to the discipline of the 
troops, to disperse them in small parties over the country : the 
evil consequences which may attend such a measure must be 
evident to every person. When they are therefore called upon, 
to lend assistance for the suppression of any disturbance, tbey 
must return to their established station immediately aAer such 
service is performed, which you will be so good as to attend to 
in your division of the district. You will also be so good as 
to request the gentlemen who command yeomanry and vcldnteer 
corps to report to you, when any material occurrence takes 
place, during any patroles of these corps. 

" I have, &c. 
(Signed) "James St£uart> 

• *' Lieut.-GeneraL 

^^ To Major-Genera], (now Sir Henry) Johnson, 
Major-General Eustace, 
Brigadier-General (the late Sir John) MooR£> 
Major-General Sir James Duff, 
Brigadier-General Hope, 
Major-General Myebs." 

Lord Viscount Donoughmobe, Captain of the Loyal Cork 
Legion, in Answer to the foregoing Letter. 

'' Cork, I6di March, 1798; 
Sir,~I have had the honour of your letter of this date, 
codimunicating the orders of Lieutenant-General Sir James Steu- 
«rt, of the 13th instant, and directing my immediate attention 
thereto. It gives me no small satisfaction to be enabled" to 
•tate, that the Loyal Cork Legion has anticipaifed the wishes' 
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of the Lieutenant-General; and my letter of the 15th instant^ 
which I had the honor to send you, as the unanimous sense of 
my corps, having sufficiently expressed their readiness to act, 
at the shortest notice, in such ^ a. manner as the officer com* 
nianding His Majesty's troops in this garrison shall direct, in 
support of the laws, for the protection of property, and the 
preservation of public peace ;' it is only necessary for me now 
to request that you will have the goodness to refer the Lieutenant** 
General to this our declaration, and to assure him that he may 
rely upon our best exertions to carry his plan into complete 
execution. But the lieutenant-General having been pleased 
to direct that the persons commanding yeomanry corps should 
commuujcate for his information, whether or not they agree to , 
his plan, in order that he may transmit such answers to govern* 
ment, I beg leave to express in my own name, and that of the 
corps which I liave the honor to command, that we agree to 
it in the fullest manner : and if I may presume to mention the 
opinion of an individual, on a subject so much considered by 
the Lieutenant-General, allow me to add how much I conceive 
his plan is calculated to meet the exigency of the present mo- 
ment. The alarm which has been spread so very extensively, 
appears to me to be rather the cause of the danger, to which 
we are thought to be exposed, than the consequence of it ; and 
it is my decided conviction that, whatever the danger may be, 
it will retire before those who are disposed to look it boldly in 
the face. 1 speak from 8om« little experience of my own in 
a neighbouring county, where similar apprehensions were en* 
tertained, and not without foundation; and. where the timely 
exertions of the resident gentlemen checked the evil at once, 
and restored perfect order and tranquillity. Wherever the 
gentlemen are disposed for their present ease and immediate 
security to compromise with the disturbers of the public peace, 
there real dangers do exist ; but it is of their own creation* 
The wisdom of the Lieutenant-General in thus committing to 
the Zealand exertional of the yeomaniy corps the present contest 
with the disaffected land disorderly, strikes' me on tbia piiUAple 
with peculiar force. Every man of property being Ailf iin*^ 
mediately pledged, the event eannot be doubtful. The injunc* 
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tions never to violate the hv/s, which arc given with so much 
propriety in the lieutenant-Generars orders, 1 am certain I 
shall never have occasion to inculcate in the corps which 1 
have the honor to command. If to the summary powers with 
which the magistrates are armed by the late aets, the circum- 
stances of the times, or their own inactivity in particular places, 
should make it necessary to add any thing still more strong in 
the way of coercion, it is to the wisdom of the legislature, and 
not to the discretion of the magistrates or military officer, that 
we are to resort for such additional severities. We shall best 
recall the lower classes of the people, wherever tliey have been 
misled, to peace and good order, by setting them an example 
of reverence for the laws in our own persons, and by our practice. 
'' It is particularly gratifying to me that it should A/1 (o the 
lot of the Lo^al Cork Legion to take the lead, in the very neces- 
sary duty which the Lieu tenant-General has thus recomnended 
to the yeomanry corps of your division : and I vesture to pro- 
mise, that the report of the patroles of to-morrow night, of 
which I have thought it right to take the command myself, will 
not be discreditable to the inhabitants of this city and its ad- 
joining district. I have, &c. 

(Signed) *' Donouohmore, 

. '^ First Captain Loyal Cork Legion. 
" Maj. Gen. Myers, &c. &c. 8U3." 

Extract from Sir Ralph Abercrombie's Letter to Sir James 

Steuart, dated 18th March, 1798. 

** Your proposal for tlie employment of the yeomanry and 
volunteers, appears to me the most sensible and practical plan 
I have seen. I gave a copy of it to Lord Camden yesterday.'' 

Extract from Lord Castlereagh's Letter to Sir James Steuart, 

dated 25th June, 1798. 

^* His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant highly approves of 
your issuing the most positive orders, against the infliction of 
punishment; under any pretence whatsoever, not authoriaed by 
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the orders of a general officer, in pursuance of the sentence of a 

general court-martial. 

» 

Extract from Major-General (the late Sir John) Moore's Letter 
to Lieutenant-General Sir James Steuart. 

" Camp, near Wexford, 24? June, 1798. 
'^ I reached Ross on the 18th ; on the IQth we advanced to 
the proposed attack. The rebels were posted on a hill within a 
couple of miles of the town, we marphed in three columns 
mine was the right, with orders to turn their flank. They ap- 
peared drawn up, and I really thought they had made their 
minds up to stand a brush ; but when I got within cannon-shot 
of them tliey began to retire, and were very soon seen to have 
totally abandoned their. position; they went in much baste, and 
in different directions. 1 followed to Old Ross ; my advanced 
guard of yagers killed fifty or sixty of them : General Johnson 
met me here, and marched with me to Carrick, but which we ' 
found abandoned : he returned to Old Ross, but ordered me to 
proceed to Foulks Mill, where I should be joined next day by 
the Queen's and 29th from Duncannon ; I was then to proceed 
to Taghmon, cutting off all communication between tliat and 
Clonsmines. I took post the night of the 19tb, at the bouse and 
park of Mr. Sutton, near Took's Mill. Next morning- 1 sent a 
strong detachment towards Tintem and Clonsmines, to observe 
the country, and communicate with the troops expected from 
Duncannon. The detachment returned without gaining intelli^ 
gence of tlie Queen's or 29th ; I waited for them till three in t^e 
afternoon, when, concluding that a change had prevented Hnmr 
march or disembarkation, 1 determined to proceed to Taghmon 
without them, that I might arrive on the dny appointed, and in 
time to take up my ground before dark. I had not marched a 
mile when, at a place called Gowsbridge, a large body of rebds 
were seen marching towards us. The advanced guard (the 60tt) 
were directed to scatter and occupy th,em, whilst I got a coofrie 
of guns forward, and some light infantry formed on each aide of 
them : they came up very do^ to us, and fixed a cokWP, bat 
were aknost instantly driven } their colour ^m, mdifinrced o«ir 
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tlie bridge. I permitted thera to be followed no farther ; 1 had 
my guns and baggage to guard ; and a body of them were seen 
moving towards my left. I posted the light companies so as to 
prevent their again crossing the bridge^ and sent some companies 
to attack the body, which by this time had got upon my Jeft. 
ITie country was extremely woody and enclosed, and it was from 
report only that I could know what was going on where I was 
not personally ; but I suspected, from a large body that still re- 
mained on a height opposite the bridge, that their intention by 
moving to the left, was to make me weaken the points first at- 
tacked, and then make a push upon it. I sent Majors Aylmer 
and Daniel with five companies to the left ; but still remained 
myself, with my cannon, in the neighbourhood of the bridge. 
The fire however becoming hotter on the left, and Mi^r 
Anderson, whom I had sent there to observe, returabg and telling 
me that afifairs were serious, I put spurs to my horse and ar- 
rived at a moment when the rebels, in vast crowds, were prewing 
us very hard ; the light infantry, from want of practice and experi- 
ence, had got huddled too much together. I got them to extend 
and take advantage of the ditches, and then, with a huzza, to make 
a push forward, which succeeded ; the others turned tail, and we 
followed close : they attempted once or twice to rally— it was 
too late. After pursuing them a great way, they separated and 
dispersed in all directions. I had some cavalry, but the country 
was much too enclosed for them ; we had thirty or forty wound- 
ed and ten killed. Major Daniel is amongst the former in tlie 
kfeiee, and I fear for his leg ; your friend Richardson behaved 
well, and his company suffered more than any of the light infan- 
try ; five companies of light infantry, and part of the 60tb alone 
were engaged. It is impossible to judge of the number of the 
rebels, they appear in clouds on different sides ; but informatioo 
of several taken states them at 5 or 6000, with 600 muskets. 
Their fire surprised me, it was well supported : 1 can form but 
little idea of then- killed : they lay scattered over the field ia 
great numbers as we were pursuing them. The account came 
to me of the arrival of the Queen's and 29th, under Lord Dal- 
housie, I sent them orders to halt in front of the baggage^ where 
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the affair had begua : I returned there, and, as it was eigh 
o'clock, took post 'for the night. 

" Next morning, on the march to Taghmon, two people met 
us with a white flag, offering to surrender the town of Wexford 
upon terms, security to their persons and properties. I had no 
authority to enter upon terms, but I thonght it right to take ad- 
vantage of the favorable disposition to gain the command of the 
town, and save the numerous prisoners confined in it. I made 
no answer ; but, instead of stopping at Taghmon agreeable 
to my orders, I proceeded to Wexford, and took posts over the 
town, and then sent a detachment into it to release and protect 
the prisoners and well-affected ; we saw crowds running from 
tlte town as we approached it. On pur arrival we found the 
rebels had plundered it, and had left only women and children ; 
I told them, who had aent the proposals, that I referred them to 
Generals Johnson and Lake : in the mean time, the troops and 
cannon I had upon the heights would secure them from all 
harm. Forty of the prisoners had been massacred the evening 
before ; the rest, to the amount of some hundreds, were to have 
been dispatched that day if we had not come forward. — I shall 
never perform so pleasing a service. I expect to be in particular. 
favor with Lady Steuart, her brother was amoiigst those released,, 
he had been twice on his knees to be shot, 

'' The day following arrived Generals Lake, Johnson, 8cc. 
&c. For the affairs of Enniscarthy, I refer you to your Aid*de* 
Camp Barrows/' &c. &c. 8ic. 

(Signed) ^' John Moore." 

21. General Cayenoish Lister. 

This ofiicer entered the army as a Cornet in Ae l6th regiment 
of dragoons, the 22nd of August^ 1760; he served at the batda 
t>f Warburg as a volunteer in the Mar^ess o^Granby'a auitt: 
he served in the ranks at the battle of Closter Camp, l6th di 
October, 1760, under his Serene Highness tbeHeraditaiyPriiKMIr; 
of Brunswick; Ist of April, 1761, he received an EniigiMr|riii; 
the 3rd foot guards, and the 5Ui of November was apjKNBled 
Assistant Quarter-Master-Oeneral on Lord Oranlqr't Sttfi- 
He remained with the army until its return to this country, end 
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was sent, by the Commander-in-Chief, General Conway's com-* 
mands into Holland to prepare the marching routes of the 
army across the different branches of the Rhine at Arnbeim and 
Nimeguen. The 12th of March, 1768, he received a lieu- 
tenancy with the rank of Captain, in his regiment; the 29th of 
April, 1775, he embarked with the detachment of foot guards 
imder General Matthew for America; and was present at the 
taking of Long Island and York Island. He returned to 
England in the year 1777, having been promoted to a company 
on the 16th of January, with the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel in 
his regiment; the 13th of September 1791, he was appointed 
Major in Srd foot guards, and the 1st of April, 1795, Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel; the 22nd of April, 1802, he received the Colonelcy 
of the 45th foot ; the 12th of October, 1793, the rank of Major- 
General; the 1st of January, 1798, that of Lieutenant-Gene- 
ral ; and the 25th of September, 1803, that of General. — General 
Lister has since been appointed Governor of Landguard Fort. 

22. General The Right Honorable Alexander, 

Earl of Balcarres. 

Lord Balcarres entered the service on the 5fh of July, 1767, 
as an Ensign in the 5Srd foot, which regiment he joio^ imme- 
diately after at Gibraltar. His Lordship obtained two years 
leave of absence to travel on the Continent ; was allowed to 
pass over the rank of Lieutenant, and was appointed to a com- 
pany in the 42d, the 28th of January, 1771; and to a Majority in 
tlie 53rd, the 9th of December, 1775. Lord Balcarres served three 
years iti Canada and North America, under the late Generals 
Sir Guy Carleton and Burgoyne. He was present at the action 
at Trois Rivieres, 1st June, 1776; commanded the light infantry 
of the army at Ticonderoga and Hughbarton, the 7lh of July, 
1777 ; also at Freeman's Farm the 19th of September, on the 
heights of Saratoga and Freeman's Farm with the command of 
the advanced corps of the army, Brigadier-General Fraacr 
being killed in the action of the 7th of October. The 8th of 
October his Lordship was appointed Lieutenant-Colonel of the 
24th foot, which regiment he accompanied to the interior of the 
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country, it liaviog been included in the convention of Sara- 
toga. 

On the death of Lieu tenant-General Fraser^ the 7l8t regiment 
consisting of two battalions, was formed into two separate and 
distinct regiments, viz. the 71st| and the 2d 71st^ and Lord 
Balcarres was appointed Lieutenant-Colonel . Commandant of 
the 2nd 71st, 13th February, 1782; that regiment was dis- 
banded in 1783, and his Lordship remained on half pay six 
years and a half. The 20th of November, 1782, he received 
the rank of Colonel, and a special commission to command in 
Jersey ; his Lordship was charged for one year with the cor- 
respondence and communications with the aiinies of la Vendue 
and les Chouans; the 29th of August, 1789^ he was appointed 
Colonel of the 6Srd foot, his present regiment. 

The 12th of October, 1793, his Lordship received the rank 
of Major-General, and continued on the Staff at Jersey, from 
which he was removed to command the forces in Jamaica, when 
he was also placed at the head of the civil administration a« 
Lieutenant-Governor. His Lordship had also a general mill** 
tary superintendence over the St. Domingo districts, nearest to 
the Island of Jamaica. 

Lord Balcarres was present in the Maroon war. The 1st 
of January, 1798, Lord Balcarres received the rank of Lieuten*^ 
ant-General : his Lordship was on the Staff in the West Indies, 
six years and nine months; die 25th of September, 1803, he 
received the rank of General. 

• * 

23. Genehal tub Right Honorable Charles, 

£arl of Harrington. 

His Lordship was bom in 1753, and succeeded bit father in 
1779; the latter was a General in the service, and commanded 
one of the troops of the old Horse Guards. During the late 
King's reign he was Secretary of State, and succeeded Philipi 
Earl of Chesterfield, as Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, in 1747/ 

The 3d of November, 1769i the present Lord bbtwpjNl an 
Ensigncy in the Coldstream Guards, with die rank ef lieu- 
tenant ; and the 20tli July, 1773; a company in the 29th footj 
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wliicli rcginicnt he joined. on its return from America in 
December of that year, and had the command of the light 
company, lieueral the late Sir William Ho^«^ having invented 
a set of manoeuvres for light infantry^ His Majesty ordered 
them to be practised, and for this purpose seven light com- 
panies were assembled at Salisbury, in the summer of 1774, 
among which was that commanded by Lord Harrington (then 
Lord Viscount Petersham). As soon as the light battalion was 
perfect in the manoeuvres, His Majesty inspected it on Salis- 
bury plain. Sir William Ho\ve« manoeuvres were chiefly 
intended for a woody or close country, in which an army cannot 
easily act in line. They were all done from the centre of 
battalions, grand divisions and subdivisions, by double Indian 
files — they were six in number. In the beginning of J 776, 
his Lordship exchanged his liglit company for the grenadier 
company of the Sgth. In February of that year the T«g>ment 
embarked at Chatham for Quebec, under the command of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Patrick Gordon, who the same year was 
assassinated in Canada by an American. The troops on 
arriving in the bason of Quebec, were immediately ordered, by 
General Sir Guy Carleton, the late Lord Dorchester^ to land^ 
which they effected, though cannonaded from the battery erect* 
ed by the Americans on Point Levy. As soon as die nytn 
wore refreffhed, the original garrison, consisting of one company 
of the 7 til foot^ some recruits for the 26th, the Royal H^bland 
Emigrants, tiie marines of a frigate and sloop of war, which had 
lain all the winter in, the Cul-de-Sac, the seamen formed into 
a battalion^ the English and French inhabitants in two corps, 
with a few artillery-men, and the new troops, in all not 4000 
men, marciied out to attack the American hutted camp on the 
plains of Abraham. The latter formed in line of battle, but 
after a few voUies from the British, they fled in every direction; 
The remainder of tlie £9th arrived a few days after, and did 
duty in Quebec till the arrival of the army from Europe, under 
the command of (the late) General Burgoyne, when the whole was 
ordered up the river St. Lawrence, in pursuit of the Americans. 
On the 8th of June, tlic Americans attempted to cut off the 
troops in the town of Trois Rivieres, which they thought was 
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t)ccupied by a small body of men, but ihey met with a warm 
reception from the flank companies of the 9th, 21st, 24th, 29th, 
3 1st, 34th, 47th^ 53d, and 62nd regiments^ and retreated into 
the woods. 

The 24th regiment, ten companies of grenadiers, and the 
same number of light infantry, were formed into an advanced 
brigade under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Simon 
Fraser, of the 24th foot, appointed Brigadier-General. This 
brigade landed at Sorel, and pursued the Americans up the 
river Richelieu to Chamblee, and Fort St. John, at which 
place the latter embarked in batteaux for the Isle aux Noix. TBe 
advanced brigade encamped at Fort St. John, till such time as 
boats and vessels could be got to follow the Americans. 

As soon as the armament was completed, part of the 29th 
j-egiment embarked on board the ships of war, as marines, and 
on the llthand 13th of October actions took place between 
the British fleet under Commodore Crew, Admiral Pringle, 
and the Americans, commanded by General Arnold, itt all of 
which the British were Victorious. The advanced and 1st 
brigades, with the artillery and remainder of the 2Sth, were in 
batteaux, and soon joined the fleet at Crown Point, where the 
29th detachment had landed and taken post in the ruins of 
Fort Frederick. The army immediately encamped, but the 
weather setting in very cold and stormy. Sir Guy Carleton 
thought proper to defer the attack of Ticonderoga till the 
following spring. The army re-embarked and sailed the 2nd 
of November, the fleet bringing up the rear. 

On arriving in Canada the army* was ordered into winter 
quarters. The advanced brigade was cantoned on both banks 
of the river St. Lawrence, from Montreal downwards. Lord • 
Petersham's company was quartered at Verchere. The remain- 
der of the 29th regimefit was garrisoned at Montreal. 

In the spring of 1777, General Burgoyne was appointed to 
command a detachment of Sir Guy Carleton*s army, destined 
to cross lake Champlain, for the attack of Ticonderoga, • 
and to effect a junction with the southern army. This* gallant 
army, after encountering the greatest difikulties, and disputing 
<*very inch of ground with the Americans, infinitely superior in 
R. M, CaL h X 
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number^ was obliged to throw down their arms by the convention 
of Saratoga. During this active campaign Lord Petersham 
acted as an Aid-de-Camp to General Burgoyne, and his services 
in that arduous capacity were particularly noticed by the unfor- 
tunate General. Indeed his Lordship was on the most intimate 
footing with all the generals and other officers, particularly Bri- 
gadier-General Fraser, who died of the* wounds he received in 
the action of the 7th of October, 

After the disastrous issue of the campaign, Lord Petersham 
was sent to England with General Burgoyne's dispatches, by the 
way of New York. Duplicates of the dbpatches were sent by 
Quebec, entrusted to the care of General Sir James Henry 
Craig, then a captain in the 47th foot. 

Shortly after his Lordship's arrival in London, he purchased, 
iGth January, 177B, a company in the foot guards. 

It being evident that the French meditated an attack on our 
West India possessions. Letters of Service were issued to 
raise a number of new regiments, one of which was given to his 
Lordship^ who soon completed it as the 85th, and diortly after 
embarked with it as Lieutenant- Colonel-Conunandant (hia com- 
mission bearing date the 50th of August, 1780) for Jamaica. 
Major-General (the late) Sir Archibald Campbell was at that 
time governor of the Island^ and, assisted by his Lordship, (now 
Earl of Harrington,) he modelled his little army, sent for the 
defence of one of the gems in the British Crown, in a maslerly 
manner. In the arrangement his Lordship was made a Briga- 
dier-General, with the command of the iBank companies of all 
the regiments. 

The 85th was commanded by Major Phipps (now General 
Lord Mulgrave). The great mortality which prevails more or 
less, in the West Indies, particularly in the time of war, soon 
reduced the gallant corps sent from England to a small number. 
The 85th, one of the finest ever landed on any of our tropi- 
cal Islands, suffered severely; and his Lordship's health, from 
his great military exertions, being injured, he returned to 
England, accompanied by Lady Harrmgton, who had voluntarily 
insisted on sharing the fortunes of her husband amidst the dangers 
of the s^a, the perils of war, and the unhealthiness of tlie West 
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Indies. The remains of the 85th, (after drafting such of the 
men as were fit for service) most of the officers, with many 
others, were embarked on board the Ville de Paris. The 
dreadful fate of that splendid trophy of the immortal Rodney is 
too well known. 

On Lord Harrington's return to England he met with a most 
gracious reception from his Majesty, (whose discernment in 
military matters, and attention to deserving officers, form con- 
spicuous traits in his illustrious character) who was pleased to 
nominate him, 20th of November, 1782, one of his Aides-de- 
Camp, 'which gave him the rank of Colonel in the army. • 

On the death of Lieutenant-General Calcraft, Colonel of the 
63th foot. His Majesty gave, 12th of March, 1783, Lord Har- 
rington that regiment, which he immediately joined, and on its 
being ordered to Ireland, he embarked with it. While on Dublin' 
duty he had the command of that garrison, and possessed the con- 
fidence of the Duke of Rutland, then Lord-Lieutenant, in an 
eminent degree. 

It was during this time that General Sir David Dundas, then 
Adjutant-General of the army in Ireland, wished to bring for« 
ward the system of tactics which is now i^dopted in our service* 
Lord Harrington, whose knowledge of the military art wai 
inferior to none of his standing, approved highly of it, and imttft* 
diately, with the Duke of Rutland's approbation, tried it with dift 
65th : the progress that corps made in it, and the evident utility 
to be derived therefrom in execution, steadiness, celerity, and 
order, was fully exemplified at the time, which induced other regi- 
ments to follow its example, so that shortly after it became general 
in both kingdoms. In June, 1 792> it was, by His Majesty's orders, 
directed to be implicitly followed by every regiment in the service. 
The 65th being ordered to America in 1785, his Lordship 
obtained his Majesty's permission to return to England. 

In the month of January, ] 788, Lieutenant-General Tryon, 
Colonel of the 2gtb regiment, died, the first notice of which his 
Lordship received by an express firom SirGeorge Yonge,^Secre- 
tary at War, notifying that His Majesty had been pleased to 
appoint him, (28th January, 1788) Colonel of the 2gth, as he 
knew it was what his Lordship much wished foir. This very 
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fliittoriiig tttciitioo (if \m lloyal Maftcr originated from Lord 
Harrington having asked for the 29th^ some years before^ on the 
death of its then Colonel, Lieutenant-General Evelyn* 

In the summer of I79^> a camp was formed on Bagshot 
Heath, consisting of the following regiments of infantry ; 2d, 3d, 
14th and 29th, a detachment of artillery, and two regiments of 
light dragoons. The infantry was formed into two brigades, the 
first commanded by Lord Harrington, and the second bj Colonel 
(tlie late General) Fox ; botli these officers had the temporary 
rank of Brigadier-General. General the Duke of Richmond 
commanded the whole. 

llic fifth of December, 1792, His Majesty was pleased to 
confer an additional mark of his regard on Lord Harrington, 
by appointing him Colonel of tlie First regiment of Life Ousurds, 
with the Gold Stick. 

The 12th of October, 1793, his Lordship received the brevet 
of Major-General. louring the campaigns in Flanders, his 
Lordship applied to His Majesty, that he might be sent with 
bis regiment to servo under His Royal Highness the Duke of 
York ; but I^rd Harrington's appointment of Gold Stick 
rendered it incompatible. Shortly after this His Majesty wishing 
to be made acquainted with certain proceedings on the continent, 
and probably to convey his own ideas respecting the operations 
of the army, particularly the British, sent Lord Harrington on 
a private mission to the Duke of York, with whom he remain- 
ed for a short time. The 1st of January, 1798, his Lordship 
re( (iivcd the brevet of IJeutenant-General, and was employed 
as second in command on the London Staff, His Royal High- 
ness l*ield-Marshal the Duke of Gloucester being first. His 
Lordship was soon after appointed a Privy Counsellor : the 25th 
of September, 1803, he received the brevet of General, and sub- 
sequently was appointed Governor of Windsor. 

'Ilie present sword of the army was first introduced by Lor^ 
Harrington, adopted by the Duke of York in the Coldstream- 
Guards, of which he was Colonel, and since by His Majesty's 
orders, in all regiments. 

I^rd Haningtofi is a member of the Consolidated Board of 
General Oilicors, one of the commissiooera of the Royal 
Military College, and of the Royal Military Asylum. 
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24. General Nis:bETT Balfour. 

This officer entered the army in 1761^ as an £naign in the 4th 
foot; in 1765 he obtained his Lieutenancy^ and his company 
ill 1770; he was at the battle of Bunker's Hill in 1775^ and 
wounded ; in the action at the landing on Long Island ; and the 
taking of Brooklyn in 1 776 ; at the taking of New York in 
August^ 1776, on which occasion he was sent home by the Com- 
mander-in-Chief with the public dispatches, and in consequence 
received the brevet of Major. In the spring of 1777 he was 
in the action near Elizabeth Town in the Jerseys ; and in the 
actions of Brandywine and Germantown ; also at the siege of 
Charlestown, and served under Lord Cornwallis part of the 
campaign after the surrender of the latter place. In 177B he 
was appointed Lieutenant-Colonel of the 9,3rd foot ; and the 
20th of November, 1782, Colonel and Aid-de-Camp to His Ma- 
jesty. He served part of the campaign of 1794 in Flanders 
and Holland. The 12th W October, 1793, he received the 
rank of Major-General, and was appointed Colonel of the 39th 
foot, the 2nd of July 1794 ; he received the rank of Lieutenant- 
General the 1st of January, 1798 ; and the 25th of September. 
1803, that of General. 

This officer has never been on half-pay. He is a Member 
of the Consolidated Board of General Officers. 

25. General Edmund Stevens. 

The 6th of April, 1760, this officer was appointed Comet 
in the 21st dragoons ; and the 18th November following^ Coro- 
net in the 1st dragoons ; the 19th of Majr, 176l, Ensign in the 
Coldstream Guards; and the 2nd of December, 1768, Lieute* 
nant in the latter regiment. From May, 1776, till June, 1778^, 
he served as Major of brigade to the foot guards in America. 
He was present at the engagement of Brooklyn, in 1776 ; at 
those of Westfield, Brandywine^ and Germantown, in 1777) 
and at Monmouth, in June, 1773. 

The 5th of May, 1778, he was appointed to aoompanyi with 
the rank of Lieutenapt-Colonel, in the 1st foot gpards ;• the 8t)i 
of August, J 792, to a Majority ; the 7th of March, 1795, to a 
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Lieutenant-Colonelcy; and the 1 1 th of October^ 1797> to the 
Colonelcy of the 56th foot. 

The 12th of October, 1793, this officer received the rank of 
Major-General; the 1st of January, 1798, that of lieutenant- 
General ; and the 25th of September, 1803, that of General. 
He served on the Staff at the camp at Warley, under the late 
General Marquess Coruwaliis, in 1795 ; in London till the II th 
of October, 1 797 ; and at Winchester and Portsmouth to the 
conclusion of the latter year. In 179B and 1799 he ytbs on the 
Staff at Winchester, Salisbury, Isle of Wight, and Weymouth ; 
in ISCk), at Salisbury, the camp at Sunning Hill, Winchester, 
Isle of Wight, and Weymouth ; 1801 at Winchester and other 
parts of the South Western District. 

The 8th of February, 1814, he received the Colonelcy of the 
8th foot. He is a member of the Consolidated Board of Ge- 
neral Officers. 

26. General the Right Honorable Francis, 
Marquess of Hastings, K. G.,G. C. B. 

This Nobleman was born the 7th of December, 1754, and 
in 1771 he entered the army as an Ensign in the 15th foot; he 
obtained a Lieutenantcy in the 5th in 1773, and embarked for 
America. The first battle of any importance in which he (then 
Lord Rawdon) was engaged, was at the bloody fight of Bunker's 
Hill, where his conduct obtained the particular notice of Gene- 
ral Burgoyne, who. was pleased to express in the most flattering 
terms to the British government, the admiration he eiitertained 
of this young officer, and the conviction with which he was im- 
pressed, that his Lordship would become one of the brightest 
ornaments of the military, profession. In 1775 his Lordship 
was appointed to a cgmpany in the 63rd, and soon after Aid-de- 
Camp to Sir Henry Clinton ; he was at the batdes of Brooklyn 
and White Plains, attack of Fort Washington, Fort Clinton, 
and other affairs in 1776 and 1777. 

In 1778 Lord Moira was nominated Adjutant- General to 
the British army in America, with the rank of Lieutenant- 
Colonel : he was actively employed both on the retreat of the 
British army through the Jerseys from Philadelphia to New 
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York; in the action at Montuouth^ which followed, and at the 
siege of Charlestown. 

As the American line was chiefly composed of the very lowest 
order of Irishmen, his Lordship undertook to raise a corps at 
Philadelphia, called the Volunteers of Ireland, which was soon 
recruited from the enemy's ranks, and became eminently distin- 
guished for its services in the field. In the first battle of 
Camden^ under the command of his Lordship, exactly one half of 
the regiment was killed or wounded, and in that of Hobkirk 
Hill a still greater proportion. The officers who were delected 
from the regular regiments could not, however, with all their 
zeal and abilities, extirpate that desire of change which impelled 
their men to desert, until his Lordship adopted an extraordinary 
expedient. A man caught in the act of going over to the enemy 
was brought on the parade before the whole regiment, to whom 
he was delivered up by his Lordship in a most impressive way, to 
be judged, punished or acquitted. The officers were ordered |p 
withdraw, and leave every thing to the private soldiery, who, in a 
few minutes, hung their offending comrade on the next tree; and 
the example was most effectual. His Lordship was next ap- 
pointed to the command of a distinct corps of the army in South 
Carolina, which province was invaded by the American General, 
Gates, and his Lordship had so arranged his plans, as with a 
very inconsiderable force to maintain his principal positions. 
Notwithstanding the superiority which the enemy possessed in 
point of number some favorable opportunities were not wanting 
to have induced him to risk a battle, if bis own glory had been 
consulted instead of the public good; but he adhered to the 
measures concerted with Lord Comwallis, who, on reaching the 
army, found all the forces collected and disposed to his utmost 
satisfaction. At the memorable battle of Camden^ which siHc- 
ceeded on the l6th of August, 1780, Lord Moira commanded 
one wing of the army. When Lord Comwallis pursued soon 
afterwards the American army towards Virginia, Lord Moira, 
with a yery small force, was left to defend the extensive' frontiers 
of South Carolina against the provincial generals, Marion and 
Cumpter : but General Green, having contrived aftef the battle 
of Guilford to turn Lord Comwallis' s. left, fell suddenly on 
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Lord Moira, who bad only a few redoubts to defend bis sick and 
magaxioes, at Camden. Tlie inteDtion of General Green was 
evidendy to carry these by assault, and as this was likely to be 
attempted during the night, die troops were withdrawn from them 
at dusk, and prepared to surprise the enemy on the open ground 
at the moment when they commenced their attack on die works. 
General Green, however, was mduced to act more cautiously, 
and wait for the arrival of his artillery ; and Lord Moira, who 
saw all the difficulty of effiecdng a retreat, reserved lo become 
the aggressor. Accordingly^ on the 25th of April, 1781, he 
chose (he hour of mid-day to make his attempt, when it waa 
least expected, and his march was concealed by a circuitous 
route through thick woods. 

Having by this sudden and rapid manceuvre reached Hob- 
kirk Hill, even before the American General Green was aware 
of his lordship's movements, and who not only supposed him- 
self secure from any attack, on account of the vast superiority of 
his force, but also from a very extensive swamp which protec- 
ted liim on the weak, and perhaps only assailable point, of Hob- 
kirk Hill, Lord Moira approached the hill with a narrow 
line of front, and the enemy's picquets being driven in, an alann 
was immediately spread through the American camp. General 
Green, who possessed a greatness of mind far superior to any of 
the American generals, perceived the danger of his situation, 
and widi the utmost promptitude decided upon the measure 
nioit likely to repel the British. Finding that Lord Moira 
advanced in a narrow front, he immediately commanded a heavy 
file uf grupe-shot from his batteries, and under their protectioQ 
charged down Hobkirk Hill. Lord Moira discerning Green's 
design, immediately extended the whole of his line, and thus 
completely disconcerted the enemy's plan. The foresight of 
Lord Moira gained him a complete victory. Having pursued 
the Americans to the summit of the bill^ after silencing their 
batteries, he charged them, and put the whole to the route. 
General Green rallied his troops several times, but the contL 
uual charges of the British, and the ardor with which they ad- 
vanced on the enemy, were irresistible, and they were put to 
flight on all sides. This success enabled Lord Moira to cod- 
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i ontrate his *arniy^ and being joined bj some reinforeetnents 
from the coast^ he succeeded in driving the enemy to a consi- 
derable distance ; but the capture of Lord Cornwallis^ which 
soon followed^ and the declining state of our American affairs^ 
rendered it necessary that the troops should be withdrawn 
towards Charlestown, where both armies remained inactive from 
the excessive heat^ and perhaps a mutual conviction that the 
contest was nearly at an end. 

A severe and dangerous attack of illness obliged Lord Moira 
to quit the army for England, but the vessel in which he em* 
barked was captured and carried into Brest. Lord Moira was 
almost immediately released, and .on his arrival in England was 
lionored with repeated marks of distinction and kindness by his 
illustrious sovereign, who, amongst other favors, was graciously 
pleased to create him a British peer, and to appoint him his 
Aid-de-Camp. The 20th of November, 1782, he received the 
rank of Colonel; and the 12th of October, 171W, that of 
Major-Gcneral. 

During the period his Lordship was at Charlestown, an 
iVnierican prisoner, named Isaac Haynes, who had been allowed 
to take the oath of allegiance, and received his liberty on that 
acxount, contrived in the most artful manner to corrupt a 
numerous body of newly-attested militia-men, having first 
secured for himself the rank of Colonel in the American army. 
The detection of his villainy did not take place till the moment 
the enemy were advancing on Charlestown^ and when he was 
marching the militia-men to join them. A Court of Inquiry 
immediately sat^ entirely by the direction of the Commandant 
of Charlestown, to whom this duty appertained independently of 
Lord Moira, and Haynes was publicly executed, but not 
before his Lordship had endeavoured to procure the man's par- 
don by a private communication with some loyalists, whom his 
Lordship requested to petition in his behalf. The execution of 
Haynes being misrepresented in England, it was conceived by 
many to have been an act of military despotism, which was 
not satisfactorily removed until his Lordship's return to this 
country. 

Jn the latter part of the year 1793, bis Lordship was ap- 
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pointed Commander-in-Chief of an army intended t« co-operate 
wiUi the Uoyalists in Dritannyy and all the ancient nobility of 
France ^ere to serve with him. It is remarkable too, that the 
late General Sir Charles Stuart^ who was one of the highest 
characters^ and best officers of the age, offered to waive his 
seniorily of rank, and be under the command of Jjord Moira 
on this occasion. — But before any operation could be under- 
taken the Republicans had triumphed completely. Some of the 
troopsy however, were encamped at Southampton during the 
campaign of His Royal Highness the present Commander-in- 
Chief in Flanders, when the situation of the British army and 
tliat of the allies was rendered extremely critical| and the former 
were compelled to retreat through Brabant to Antwerp. His 
Lordship was dispatched with a reinforcement of 10,000 men 
to aid His Royal Highness, with whom, though nearly sur- 
rounded by much superior armies in point of number, he, by a 
well-directed movement, effected a junction at Malines, near 
Antwerp, and thus relieved the British army from the difficul- 
ties of its situation, to the mortification of the French Geifieral 
Pichegru. The dispatch which his Lordship had employed in 
embarking his troops without either tents or heavy baggage 
from Southampton, and in debarking them at Ostend, the dOth 
of June, 1794, prevented the enemy's ascertaining the actual 
strength under his Lordship's command, which was an object of 
serious ini|)ortanc'c, and to maintain it, Lord Moira directed his 
Quarter-Master- General, the late General Welbore Ellis Doyle, 
to issue orders that quarters should be provided at Bruges for 
0,5,000 troops, although the force under his Lordship did not 
exceed 10,0()0. The delusion was admirably maintained, and 
General Piclicgi u, who was in the vicinity of Bruges with a force 
much greater than that of the British general, completely deceived. 
Notwithstanding the orders which his Lordship had directed 
General Doyle to issue, and although the army were laboring 
under excessive fatigue from the heat of the weather and the 
greatest privations, he did not deem it prudent to halt at 
Bruges, the enemy hanging upon his flanks, and proceeded 
therefore to Glient, where General Clerfayt was stationed, and 
iumiediately on his arrival proposed to tliat officer an attack on 
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the enemy, but which was objected to. Lord Moira, therefore, 
continued his march with the utmost rapiditj to Alost. At this 
place, where his Lordship remained three days, the British 
army was nearly cut off. Some German cavalry posted on the 
outskirts of the town, as an advanced picquet, were removed, 
contrary to the orders of the British General, and a body of the 
enemy's cavalry entered Alost and surprised our troops : thej 
were, however, immediately attacked with the greatest gallantry, 
by a small detachment, and repulsed. Thus the numbers of 
this little, but gallant band, were still concealed from the enemy, 
which, had they ascertainied^ a junction with Ris Royal 
Highness the DuLe of York would most certainly have been 
prevented. In the year 1803, his Lordship was appointed 
Commander of the forces in North Britain. 

l^he parliamentary conduct of Lord Moira has displayed a 
continued series of patriotism and ability, and his domestic life 
an enviable pattern to English noblemen. It may with justice 
be observed, in delineating the character of this officer, and 
with every sentiment of impartiality, that Great Britain does 
not contain a veteran more patriotic and liberal, in whom the 
social virtues, the ornaments of polished manners and general 
talent have more conspicuously appeared. Temperate, yet 
liberal and hospitable to an excess ; possessing the qualifica- 
tions of a mind so honorable as even to escape the detractions 
of slander, Lord Moira stands on a proud eminence, respe/cted, 
honored, and revered by all who have the happiness of his 
acquaintance or a knowledge of his merits. 

Uis Lordship has been long honored with the confidence and 
friendship of His Royal Highness the Prince Regent, who, as a 
reward for his faithful services, appointed him in 1812, to the 
high and distinguished office of Governor-General in Bengal, 
and Commander-in-Chief of the army in the East Indies. 

His Lordship's conduct in the late Nepaul war was honored 
with the thanks of Parliament, on the 6th of February, 1817, in 
the following manner : 

" Resolved, That the thanks of this House be given to 
General the Marquess of Hastings, Knight of the most noble 
Order of the Garter, Governor-General of the British posses- 
sions in the East Indies, and Commander-in-Chief of the fbrces 



332 4itnttalf. 

therei for bis judicious arrangemeDto in the plan and direction of 
the militarj operations against Nepaul, by wliich the war was 
brought to a successful issue, and peace established upon just 
add honorable terms." 

Of his Lordship's operations his own narrative, on his return 
to Calcutta, to the address of the inhabitants, must be the best 

account. 

^' In the original plan of the war, there was not the expecta- 
tion or the wish of adding a rood to the dominions of the Honor- 
able Company. Our knowledge of tlie decided repugnance with 
which any notions of extentding our territorial possessions is al- 
ways viewed at home, would have forbidden such a project. 
Territory, indeed, was to have been wrested from none but the 
Pindarries : and you will readily comprehend the pdicj which 
dictated that such conquests should be divided between the Na- 
bob of Bopaul, Scindia, and Holkar. It was useful to strength- 
en the former, who had attached himself to us devotedly ; and it 
was desirable that the two Mahratta Sovereigns should perceive 
a degree of advantage for themselves to compensate for the una- 
voidable dissatisfiaction they were to suffer from the completion 
of our enterprise. The suppression of the Pindarries was our 
single object. i\n association, whose undisguised principles is 
to subsist by plundering all around it, is a body placed by its 
own act in a state of war with every regular government. To 
crush such a confederacy before it should further increase that 
strength which every year obviously augmented, would have been 
a legitimate and prudent cause of exertion : but such considera- 
tions were long gone by. We were called upon by the most im- 
perious duty attaching upon a government — that of protecting 
its subjects from desolation— to prevent the repetition (confess- 
edly preparing) of invasions, wliich had for two years consecu- 
tively ravaged the Madras Dependencies with circumstances of 
unexampled horror : on that principle we resolved to take the 
field. To have limited our purpose to the expulsion of the 
Pindarries from the districts which they had hitherto occupied^ 
would have been worse than childishness. It was indispensable 
to extinguish them wholly. We were not blind to the difficul- 
ties of the task The interception and dispersion of between fife- 
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and-twenty and thirty thousand horsemen, lightly equipped, and 
singularly inured to fatigue, on the immense field over which 
they had the power of moving in any direction, was an opera- 
tion that required no ordinary effort. Much more, however, 
was to be taken into calculation than the agility of our enemies. 
It was certain that eir peril would be regarded with the great- 
est anxiety by Scindia and by Ameer Khan. I leave Holkar out 
of the question, though he was interested in the result, for a rea» 
son which I will hereafter explain. The Pindarries were an 
integral, though an unavowed, and sometimes hardly manage- 
able, part of the army of Scindia. They were always the ready 
auxiliaries of Ameer Khan, with whom community of object- 
rapine. — gave them community of feeling. It was, therefore, 
sure that those two chiefs would be strenuous in counteracting 
our attempts to destroy the Pindarries — underhand, so long as 
their practice could be concealed — in arms, when disguise would 
no longer avail. We had consequently to aim at incapacitating 
Scindia and Ameer Khan from taking the part they meditated. 
Enough was gained from Scindia, could we place him under an 
inability of moving ; but much more was requisite in respect to 
Ameer Khan. Though his large army was better fashioiied 
and ipore systematically organised than the Piudarry force^ still 
he was essentially nothing but a leader of freebooters. It was 
of fundamental urgency that his army should be disbanded. 
Though it consisted of 52 battalions, with above 150 pieces of 
cannon, and a powerful cavalry, it was luckily dispersed in* small 
corps, either for the occupation of the widely-separated patches 
of territory which he had won from different chiefs, or for the 
extortion of means of subsistence from weaker states. My hope 
of rendering Scindia and Ameer Khan unable to struggle, rested 
on this- — that I should assemble my force before they suspected 
my intention, and push it forward with a rapidity which should 
make any concentration of their troops impracticable. The mere 
immovability of Scindia would not have answered my purpose. 
The Pindarries, if pressed by me, would have traversed his do- 
minions, and gained the western states, whither I should 
be precluded from following, by a bar insuperable as long as it 
existed. We were bound by ti-eaty with Scindia to have no 
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communication whatever with those states, so that the Pindarries 
would in the disunited Rajpoot territories have here found not 
onl}^ shelter, but the facility of combining their force with that of 
Ameer Khan. L am showing to you that even here the bonds 
of public faith were^ in my contemplation, less surmountable than 
physical obstacles. Do you think that I solved this embarrass- 
ment by an illicit use of the advantage which JL had succeeded in 
gaining over Scindia, by planting myself in the midst of his di- 
visions, and prohibiting any attempt at their junction ? You do 
not believe it ; yet you will like to hear explained on what title I 
required from him the abrogation of that interdict which forbad 
our intercourse with the western states. No treaty, in truth, w*as 
existing between us and Scindia. He had dissolved it first by 
exciting the Pindarries to invade our territories, that be might see 
how a desultory mode of war might affect our power ; secondly, 
by lending himself, the year before, to the profligate intrigues of 
the Peishwa, for the subversion of British preponderancy ; third- 
ly, by specific promises given to the Pindarries of making com- 
mon cause with them, should they be driven to exigency. Will 
it be said that this was possibly the construction which we pot on 
doubtful information ? Though the Pindarry chiefs, now prison- 
ers with me, have since borne evidence to the truth of all those 
facts, my vindication shall not repose itself there. Just as I was 
taking the field, I caused to be delivered to Scindia, in open 
durbar, his own letters, signed with his own hand, and sealed 
with his own private seal, addressed to a foreign govern- 
ment, and evincing the most hostile machinations already 
matured against us. Nothing was said to him on the 
delivery of those letters other than that the Governor-general 
had not wished to peruse them, and that his Highness 
would perceive the seals were unbroken. I had no need 
to peruse them, because their contents were displayed by the 
letters of inferior agents, referring to, and illustrating the ex- 
pressions of, the Maharajah. These particulars are communi- 
cated to you, that you may see how steadily, notwithstanding the 
laxity of the other party, our plan of upholding the exisUog 
Native Governments of India was maintained. Did Scindia 
dispute the verity of the proofs brought against him i No such 
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thing. He sunk under the confusion of the unexpected detec- 
tion. There was no denial, no attempt at ex plana tion, noeiv- 
deavour to extenuate the quality of the secret correspondence. 
On our part the sole advantage drawn from the circumstance 
was additional security for the accomplishment of our measures 
against the Pindarries. The Maharajah was told^ in mild afid 
conciliatory terms, that the British Government would give way 
to no vindictive impulse on account of what had passed, but 
would regard his Highnesses aberrations as an indiscretion arising 
from his not having sufficiently considered the ties of amity sub- 
sisting between us ; but it was added, that as those ties had not 
appeared firm enough to secure our just interests, a new treaty 
should be proposed, which, while it preserved to the Maharajah 
all the solid benefits enjoyed by him under the former one, 
would give us the certainty of annihilating the Pindarries. Scin- 
dia gladly agreed to the terms, which pledged him to active co- 
operation against the freebooters, and set us at liberty to make 
those engagements with the Rajpoot States, which alone could 
induce them to combine and oppose any attempt of the Pindar- 
ries to find refuge in the Western Country. A provisional agree- 
ment was settled with those States instantly on our obtaining 
the right to take them under our protection. 

'' A more decisive conduct was requisite towards Ameer Khan. 
As his hand was professedly against every man who had any thing 
to lose, the hand of every man might justly be raised against 
him. There were no engagements, express or implied, between 
him and us. He was, therefore, distinctly told of our resolu- 
tion not to suffer the continuance of a predatory system in 
Central India. An option on this principle was offered, that 
he should subscribe to the disbanding of hisarmy^ or witness the 
attack of it in its separated condition. Should he choose the 
former course, he would be guaranteed in the possession of the 
territories he had won from States whose injuries we had no 
c bligation to redress ; should he risk the latter, he would be 
followed up as a freebooter with the keenest pursuit that could 
be instituted against a criminal disturber of the public peace. 
He had sagacity enough to comprehend that any procedure but 
submission was hopeless. The positions gained by us through" 
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celerity &t the outset, randered the situation of those with whom 
we had to deal defenceless. Scindia was closely penned be- 
tween the centre division on the banks of the Sinde, and Major- 
General Donkin's division on the banks of the Chumbul. The 
latter corps menaced Ameer Khan on one side> while Sir D. 
Ochterlony's overhung that Chief on the other, and the divi- 
sion under Sir William Keir prevented his escaping southward. 
In this extremity, Ameer Khan took the wise step of throwing 
himself on our liberal justice. His artillery was suneudered to 
us ; bis army was disbanded ; and the British Government stood 
free from embarrassment in thdt quarter. At that period, which 
was early in November, I had to consider tlie objects of the 
campaign as completely gained ; for the Pindarries, sensible of 
the impracticability of maintaining themselves in their own ter- 
ritories, had begun their march to fall back on supports of 
which they did not then know I had deprived' them, and were 
surrounded by our divisions which were then closing in upon 
them from every side. An apparently well-grounded hope was 
thence entertained, that the extensive revolution which impor- 
tantly changed the fortunes of so many states, would be per- 
fected without the effusion of other blood than what might be 
shed in the dispersion of the Pindarries. 

'^ That expectation was not realised : but its failure arose from 
causes altogether unconnected with the plan of our undertaking, 
or with any steps used by us in the prosecution of it. I men- 
tioned to you that I reserved an explanation respecting Holkar. 
Though some of the Chiefs of the Pindarries held large Jag- 
heers from Ijolkar's Government, they had acted so indepen- 
dently of it, that they were considered as having divorced theiOH 
selves entirely from it; and that Government, on my notifying 
to them the determination to suppress the Pindarries, repro- 
bated the lawless ferocity of the freebooters, applauded the 
justice of my purpose to chastise them, and closed the letter 
with expressions of every wish for my success. The sincerity 
of those wishes might have been questionable, though no appre- 
hension of obstruction to our policy would have attended the 
doubt, had not other and more particular correspondence been 
at that time in process between Holkar's Government and ours* 



FRANCIS, MARQUESS OF HASTINGS. 337 

Toolsie Bhye, the widow of the late Maharajah was, as you 
know. Regent of the State, during the minority of young 
Holkar. Finding herself unable to controul the insolence of 
the Sirdars, and to preserve the interests of the family, she had 
sent a Vakeel to solicit privately, that Holkar and the State 
might be taken under the British Government. The overture 
was met with the kindest encouragement. No burdebsome 
condition was indicated — no subsidy required — no stationing of 
a British force in Holkar's territories proposed ; the only out- 
line of terms was reciprocal support, in case either State were 
attacked, and the zealous co-operation of Holkar's Government 
in preventing the assemblage of predatory associations. While 
such frank cordiality reigned between the parties, nothing could 
seem more out of the chances than a rupture : yet upon a sudden 
the Vakeel was recalled, the different Sirdars, with their re- 
spective troops, were summoned to repair with the utmost speed 
to the Sovereign's person^ and the determination of marching to 
aid the Peishwa was proclaimed by the Regent. What ensued is 
fresh in your recollection. The M ahratta ariny found itself 
surrounded. Eaniest representations of the inevitable ruin they 
were entailing on themselves were made on our part to th6 
Government, and many times repeated. The Sirdars could not 
imagine such a feeling as the moderation whence these friendly 
expostulations flowed. Our assurances that their ebullition 
should be forgotten, and that we would remain on the same ami- 
cable footing as before, if they abandoned their extravagant 
purpose, were supposed to arise from our consciousness of in- 
competency to coerce them, and that persuasion increased their 
temerity to the extent of actual attacks on our outposts. The 
Regent alone perceived the precipice, wished to w^ithdraw from 
it, and was publicly put to death by the Sirdars, for doubting 
tlie certainty of victory the evening before the battle which re- 
duced Holkar to a destitute fugitive. 

*' A similarly unprovoked defection was exhibited by the Rajah 
of Nagpore. If his inimical disposition was not marked with 
the same insolent vaunt, it was only because he thought the 
basest insidiousness would give him an advantage in the attempt 
which he meditated against the life of our accredited Minister 
R.ALCal. I. Y 



residing under the public faith of a treaty at his Highness's court. 
He kept up his solemn protestation of devoted friendship till the 
very hour of the attack on the Residency. His villainous efforts 
failed, his courage deserted him, he threw himself on our mercyi 
he was continued on the Musnud, and every reverence was paid to 
him, till we detected him in a new conspiracy. Then the sim- 
plest principles of self-preservation demanded his removal from 
the throne. 

'< I have stated these two cases before I touched upon that of 
the Peishwa, because they will strongly elucidate the necessity 
of the conduct held towards that Prince, if Prince be not a 
title unfitly applied to an individual so filthily stained with 
perfidy. Our endeavour to screen his reputation by throwing 
the whole guilt of the Guyckwar Minister's murder on Trim- 
buckjee Dainglia, when the Peishwa himself was not less 
actively implicated in it, was so perversely met by h'mi, that 
throughout the year 1815, we discovered the intrigues of his 
Highness at almost every court in India, to stimulate combina- 
tions against us in revenge for our austerity towards his despica- 
ble minion. They were thought to be the effects of an acrimony 
which would soon subside, and much importance was not 
attached to them. On finding, however, that they were con- 
tinued, I judged it right to apprise the Peishwa that I was 
acquainted with the transactions. This was done in the gendest 
manner ; and the intimation was coupled with a profession that 
I ascribed those practices to the indulgence of an inconsiderate ' 
spleen, which he would chasten in himself the moment he 
reflected on its real nature. It was added, that in the confidence 
of his being solicitous to retrace his steps, I was ready, on ths 
profession of such a disposition on his part, to obliterate the 
remembrance of all that had passed, and to invite his fullest 
reliance on my personal efforts to maintain his weliure and 
dignity. His answer was a protestation of never-ending gratitude 
for the gentle tone in which I had roused him to a sense of the 
track into which he had unintentionally slidden, and which 
could have led only to his ruin. He charged his agents with 
having exceeded his instructions, which, nevertheless^ he admitted 
to have been indefensible, but which he would expiate by ^ 
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^rict fidelity to the engagements existing- between ns, now con- 
firmed anew by fais most solemn asseverations. Very shortly 
after we detected him in the endeavor to collect an army^ 
under the pretence of quelling a rebellion^ -headed by Trim- 
buckjee, to whom a constant remittance of treasure was made 
from the Peishwa's coffers, as we knew by the most accurate 
information of every issue. We were then constrained to 
anticipate this incorrigible plotter. We surrounded him in his 
capita], and obliged him to submit to terms which preserved 
the ancient appearances of connexion, but deprived him of mucji 
strength, should he hazard future machinations. At the same 
time, what we imposed was only a fulfilment of an article ia 
the treaty of Basseim, by which he was obliged to keep up for 
us an auxiliary force of 5,000 horse. . Not one of them had[ 
ever been retained for us ; and the money which ' should have 
furnished them went into his Highness's private treasury. But 
we now . required that districts yielding revenue to the requisite 
amount should be put into our hands for the levy and mainte^ 
nance of the cavalry in question^ according to the usual custom 
in the Mahratta States, of assigning lands to Sirdars, for the 
subsistence of a specified number of troops. This force, tliouf^ 
it would be the Peishwa's for every purpose of service while 
friendship existed between us^ .would go. into our scale (since 
we were the paymasters) should his Serene Highness venture 
to break with us. He did, you are aware^ venture to break' . 
with us, but you possibly may not have suspected how beneficial 
that precipitated step was for us. '. Had he npt done so^ die 
conspiracy to which he had given a substance and shape mudi 
beyond what we had conceived, might have burst forth upon ua 
at an unprovided moment, widi mischievous ^ concurrence of 
exertion. The Peishwa trusted to wide co-operation. The 
sanguinary desire of massacreing Mr. Elphinstone, made him* \ 
over-hasty in breaking forth^ though he had no doubt but that 
Scindia and Ameer Khan were already in the field against iiaJ 
The pledges of reciprocal support, settled in 1815, are what I" 
have stated, against Scindia^ in the earlier part of the recapitu- 
lation. The Peishwa, when he resorted to! arms,: was not . 
iii formed that Scindia and Ameer. Khan had already been re- 
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duced to nullity. They had been put out of the question. But 
Holkar and the Rajah of Nagpore had yet the power of moving. 
When, after their defeat, they were asked what could lead them 
to the extravagant act of attacking us, with whom they were in 
bonds of plighted amity, each pleaded the order of the Peishwa 
as not to be contested. Holkar's Ministers acknowledged their 
spontaneous petition to be taken under the wing of the British 
Government ; but urged, '* The Peishwa is our master : and 
i^hat he commands we must obey." The Rajah of Nagpore 
being, after his last seizure, charged to his face, by one of his 
former ministers, with ingratitude in making those attempts 
against which he (the minister) had used absolute supplications, 
answered, that the conduct of the British Government towards 
him had been an unvaried stream of benefits conferred : that 
there never had been a transient dissatisfaction, but that it was 
his duty to fulfil every direction from his superior the Peishwa. 
When the Peishwa, seduced by the invitation of the Rajah of 
Nagpore, then at liberty, and filling the Musnud, advaWed 
with his army to the Wardu, but on his arrival there, instead 
of finding the Nagpore army ready to join him, learned, that 
the plot had been discovered, and that Appa Saheb was a pri- 
soner, the impossibility of getting back to his own dominioua 
was apparent. The disposal of them was then to be considered* 
I have shown that there could not be a Peishwa admitted. To 
raise any of Bajee Row's family to the throne with another 
appellation, would have been a delusion. The indefeasible 
character of Peishwa and chief of the Mahratta armies would 
have been ascribed to the individual, in despite of any barriers 
of form which we could establish. A corresponding embarrass- 
ment hangs upon us with regard to Holkar and the state of 
Nagpore. The exertions made by Holkar showed to us the 
dangerous impolicy of leaving that state in a condition to be 
ever again troublesome. It has on that account been dismem- 
bered of two-thirds of its territory. The greater proportioo of 
those lands have been transferred to the Rajahs of Korah 
Roondee, and other Rajpoot Chiefs, whom we wished ta 
strengthen. Part has been kept in our hands, to paj the 
expense of the troops which the unforeseen change of CBCum- 
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stances requires our kieeping advanced in that quarter. With 
respect to Nagpore, we have taken territory instead of the sub' 
sidy payable in money by the original treaty. There are two 
motives for this — one, that we thereby narrow the power of the 
state ; the other^ that the tract connects itself with other pos- 
sessions of ours and completes the frontier. You are aware' 
that Saugor^ which is the possession alluded to by me^ is hat 
an acquisition from the late campaign. It was ceded to Us by 
the Peishwa by the treaty of Poonah. The manager of it having 
given shelter to the Pindarries, and having suffered levies to be 
made openly in this town for the Rajah of Nagpore^ when that 
prince was in arms against us^ has been removed from his super- 
intendence. By taking it into our own hands^ we not only consult 
our own security^ but we are enabled to pay from it to the Jageer- 
Dar(Nanna Govind Row, who resides at Jaloun), three times the 
amount of the sum ever before received by him fi-om the rents. 
If I talk of narrowing the means of Holkar and of the Nagpore 
Rajah, I do so on the clear principle of right to dispose of 
territory won in war. Each of those princes had lost all. 
Whatsoever they now possess is restored to them by us as a 
gratuitous boon ; and the fact will ^erve to evince the leading 
inclination with which we set out, of preserving tlie then ex- 
isting governments of India. Though this has not b^en digres- 
sion, the explanation of the unexpected manner in which we 
find our territories increased has put out of sight for the moment 
the direct object of our appearance in the field. The dreadful 
pestilence which made such havoc in the division under my 
immediate command, forced me to quit the banks of the Sinde, 
and to seek a more favorable country for the recovery of my 
numerous sick. I did not find this until I was fifty miles from' 
the river which I quitted. Fortunately the change of air was 
rapidly beneficial ; for a very short time had passed when I 
received intelligence of an invitation said to have been given by 
Scindia to the Pindarries. He was reported to have promised 
them, that if they would come so near to Gwalior as to make 
his getting to them easy, he would break his treaty and join 
them with the force which he had at his capital. The Pindar- 
ries were in full mar^h for Gwdlior^ withoat meeting even a 
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»how of iuipediinent from the troops of Scindia stationed in their 
route ; though the co-operation of his army for the extinction 
of the Pindarries was an article of the treaty. We hurried back 
to the Sinde ; but this time we chose a position nearer to 
Gwalior tlian what he had before occupied. We were within 
tliirty miles of the city^ and our advanced guard was sent to 
occupy the passes through the hills, which run at some distance 
south of Gwalior, from the Sinde to the Chumbul. Those 
passes were the only route by which communication could take 
place between the Pindarries and Scindia ; and 1 was nearer to 
support my advanced guard than the Maharajah was to attack 
it, could he bring his mind to so desperate a stake. W^ith aJl 
the suspicious circumstances attending the state of things, our 
forbearance was not wearied. No unpleasant hints were thrown 
out. Scindia was told, that as I had learned the approach of 
the Pindarries, I had tiiought it an attention due to my ally to 
place myself between him and a set of lawless plunderers, who 
would put him into great embarrassment could they get into his 
presence, and throw themselves on his protection. Civility was 
answered by civility. The Pindarries finding their hopes baf- 
fled and the passage stopped, attempted to retire ; but they bad 
been followed close by our divisions, were surprised, dispersed, 
and slaughtered in a number of small actions. In short, they 
disappeared ; and thus our objects were completed. 

" It remains now to be seen what is the change effected id 
our situation. 

" In l^^ngland there are continual declamations against the pro- 
pensity of the Honorable Company *s Government here to add 
to territorial possessions already too large. It is forgotten that 
a tendency to expansion, amounting almost to direct necessity, 
is the inherent and inseparable drawback on the advantages of 
a power established so anomalously as that of the British in 
India. It would be a visionary confidence, to suppose that 
your strength would not excite jealousy, that your riches would 
not stimulate cupidity, and that your humiliation of those native 
families which held sovereignity when you first got footing in 
the country, would not be brooded over with a deep spirit of 
revenge. Yet a belief in the non-existence of those impulses 
is the ground on which they must 8tand,\vho insist on the pro- 
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gressive increase of our sway as a proof of constant ambition in 
the Honorable Company** Local Representatives. There may 
have been cases, though I might find it difficult to indicate 
them, where prospects of gaining political ascendancy, or too 
hasty apprehensions of meditated attack, have misled us into 
hostilities otherwise capable of being avoided ; but the general 
history of our Indian Empire is, that we have been wantonly 
assailed, that we have conquered the unprovoked enemy, and 
that we have retained the possessions wrested from him, not 
simply as a legitimate compensation for the peril and expense 
forced upon us, but on considerations of self defence, brought 
home to our conviction by the nature of the violence just offered 
to us. What recently befel myself, as I have explained it to 
you, must be the strongest illustration of this eventual exigency. 
'^ Recover your strength and try contest with us again,'' would 
be deemed a rather absurd address to a treacherous foe whom 
you had vanquished ; but you would as effectively put it on that 
footing by the restoration of all his means, as if you had given 
him the advice in terms. Still it may be said, though the 
augmentation of territory may not involve any thing reprehensi- 
ble, it is not the less to be lamented ; since the extension of 
frontier brings you in contact with new enemies, reduces your 
strength by widening the circle of the circumferences on which 
it is to act, leaves advanced stations dangerously unsupported, 
and above all, a wider occupation of territory exacts formidable 
addition to your military charges. 

'^ The argument would be good were the assumptions admit- 
ted. Examine whether they ought Undoubtedly your sway 
has been prodigiously extended by the ate Operations. The 
Indus is now in effect your frontier; and, on the conditions of 
the arrangement, 1 thank Heaven that it is so. What is there 
between Calcutta and that boundary i Nothing but states 
bound by a sense of common interest with you, or a compara- 
tively small proportion of ill-disposed population, rendjired' 
incapable of rearing a standard against you. The Mahratta 
power is wholly and irretrievably broken. SchiJia, by having 
been kept in port, while the barks of its neighbours provoked 
the tempest, and perished in it, presents q-j exhibition of 
shattered fortunes : but he stands insdated and s precluded from 
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any extraneous assistance, i am satiijficd of his conviction that 
his existence depends on his being in amity with the British 
Government, and of his consequent resolution to cultivate our 
good-will. That inclination in him has been, and will continue 
to be, unfeignedly encouraged by us. Were his disposition 
different, it would be matter of no concern to us. He is now 
girded round by states which we have raised to the power of 
resisting him, even without our aid, by our having allotted to 
them most of the territory taken from Holkar ; and their politi- 
cal views never can coalesce." 

The subjoined Letter to the Managers and Visitors of the 
Academical Institution at Belfast, from the Marquess of 
Hastings, while it pays a just tribute to that excellent establish- 
ment, reflects the highest honor on the head and heart of the 
Noble Marquess, and ranks him high among the liberal and 
enlightened Statesmen of the present day : 

^^ Camp in Bundelcuud, December 11, 1817- 
" My Lords and Gentlemen, 

*^ I have been honored with your address — the most flattering 
to my feelings that could have been fashioned, in all respects — 
in none more than in its reference to the earliest and leaat 
changeable of attachments. 

^' You do me justice in ascribing to me an eager sdieitude for 
the honor and happiness of Ireland. As those objects caanot 
be more surely promoted than by the diffusion of that loatruc- 
tion, which your Institution is to render widely attainable, I 
must hail with joy a plan emanating from a spirit so judiciously 
benignant. 

^^ It is not the purpose alone which challenges applause. The 
principle by which you profess to regulate details, is true wis- 
dom. Restrictions and exclusions are as inconsistent with the 
policy, as with the benevolence of such an establishment. You 
justly leave the faith of the individual between him and bis 
God ; seeking only to open the mind to those moral coovic^- 
tions, which, whatsoever be the religious creed, make man safe 
for his fellow. 

^' The intellectual improvement which you may bestow, is not 
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likely to be sterile^ or confined to the iodividaal who receives it 
1 make the remark with a peculiar interest : a contemplation of 
the state of native society here, brings the sentiment to a point. 
There probably never existed elsewhere so vast a population, 
devoid in an equal degree of any inculcations adapted to govern 
conduct in social life. The consequence is a dreadful prevalence 
of crime. The remedying so calamitous a want in an immense 
nation, is urgent upon British humanity : but it must be the 
work of persevering consecutive exertions, find of many. New 
comers must take up the task of those who have been alreadjr 
laboring to this end ; and they ought to be competent to the 
undertaking. 

^^ Adverting, as you do, to the numbers who are sent from 
Ireland to this country in the service of the Honorable Com- 
pany, it is of the highest concern that they should come out 
well grounded in general information; and your Institution 
affords an important facilitation to their becoming so qualified. 
^\n individual, bred up in the course of instruction which you 
propose will, from the acquired expansion of mind in himself, 
feel the value of even a far lower rate of education for others, 
liut he will not only have learned to appreciate the advantage ; 
he will have been taught the duty of trying to extend it to all 
within the sphere of his influence ; and he will have been ren-' 
dered capable of judging how the boon may best be comnmni* 
cated. 

^' When I thus estimate the natural effects of an Institution such 
as yours, £ must be anxious to give it every support within my 
power. I should have felt that disposition, had the estaUish- 
ment been founded in any other quarter ; but I avow, with pride, 
the additional impulse arising from the consideration that it is 
my native land which has the credit of the effort. 

'^ I have the honor, my JiOrds and Gentlemen, to remain, with 
great respect, your very obedient and humble servant, 

*' The Managers and Visitors of the " Hastings." 

Belfast Academical Institution.** 

The Belfast Academical Institution was incorporated by Act 
of Parliament in 1810; it comprises two departments, the 
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School and Collegiate ; combining the advantages of a commer- 
cial, classicali and collegiate education, in one general system : it 
was established by private subscriptions, and is alike open to e\ery 
religious denomination : it is to this circumstance the Marquess 
of Hastings so pointedly alludes in his letter to the Managers 
and Visitors. Hiis Institution is excellently well adapted to the 
situation of the Sister Kingdom ; and it is worthy of remark, 
and it must give pleasure to every friend of the Empire, that it is 
popular with all ranks, and every denomination of Christians in 
Ireland. 

. During the short administration of Mr. Fox, his Lordship 
filled the important situation of Master-General of the Ord- 
nance. His Lordship is Constable of the Tower of London, 
one of His Royal Highness the Prince Regent's Council in 
Cornwall, a General in the Army, and Colonel of the Q7tb, or 
Inniskilleu Regiment of Foot. 

For his services in India his Lordship has been rewarded by 
the Prince Regent with the dignity of Marquess of Hastings, 
and the order of a Knight Grand Cross of the Bath. 

27. Geneual Sir Henry Johnson, Bart. 
Tii IS ofFicer was appointed to an Ensigncy in the 28th foot in 
February 1761. lie served during the seven-years' war, and 
was appouited to a company in the same regiment the l6th of 
December, 1763. He returned to England in 1767. In 1775 
he embarked at the Cove of Cork for America, and shortly 
after his arrival there, was appohited by General Sir William 
Howe to the conmiand of a battalion of light infantry, which he 
had the honor of commanding in several actions until severely 
wounded. The 4th of October, 1778, he was appointed Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel of the 17th foot. He remained in America till 
after the siege of York Town, Virginia, where, commanding the 
17th foot, under the orders of General the Earl of Cornmllis, 
he was made prisoner, and, agreeably to the capitulation that 
followed, returned to England. The 25th December^ 1782, 
he received the brevet of Colonel ; the 20th December, 1793, 
that of Major-Gencral ; and the 18th June, 1798, was appointed 
Colonel of the 81st foot. In the latter year he served on the 
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Staff of Ireland^ and being ordered to the coast of Wexford, 
commanded at the battle of* New Ross, (where he had two 
horses shot under him) and which victory, it was generally con- 
ceived^ contributed essentially to the suppression of the Rebellion. 
(Vide Sir Richard Musgrave's History of the Rebellion, in which 
an account is given of that action.) The 26th of June, 1799> 
he received the rank of Lieutenant*GeneraI ; that of General the 
25th of April, 1808 ; and has been subsequently appointed 
Governor of Ross Castle. 

In October^ 1818, he was created a Baronet of Great Britain ; 
and the 12th of July, 1819? he was removed from the Colonelcy 
of the 8 1 St to that of the 5th foot. 

In reference to the operations of this officer in Ireland, vide 
General Sir James Steuart's Services, No. 20. 

28. General John Watson Tad. Watson, 

This officer was appointed Ensign in the Srd foot guards 
13th of April, 17^7; Captain and Lieutenant-Colonel 20th 
of November, 1778; Colonel in the army 22nd of August, 
178v3; Major-General 20th of December, 1793; Li.eutenant- 
General 26lh of June, 1799; Colonel of the late 8th veteran 
battalion 29th of December, 1804; and General 25th April, 
1803. 

29. Genehal Francis Edward Gwyn. 
The 27th February, 1760,this oflScer was appointed Comet 
in the 17 th light dragoons; Lieutenant 20th January, 1764; 
Captain in the ]6th light dragoons 14th July, 1769 ; and Major 
in the iGth, August 2nd, 1775. He served in the thfee cam- 
paigns in America, under the late (Generals) Sir William Howe, 
Sir Henry Clinton, and Lord Comwallis. The 5th of May, 
1 779, he received the Lieutenant-Qolonelcy of the 20th dragoons, 
from which he was removed to the 4th ;• the 19th March, 1789, 
to the 3rd ; and 15lh June, to the 15th. The 19th of October, 
1787, he was appointed Aid-de-Camp to the King, and Colonel 
by brevet; the 9th of March, 1794, Colonel of the 22ild dra- 
goons; the 20th of December, 1793, Major-General, and 
placed on the Staff in Ireland; the 26th of June, 179!^ ^^^ 



318 <6cnerflljsf, 

tenant- General ; and the 25th of April, 1808, General. Ge- 
neral Gwvu is Governor of Sheerness, and a Member of the 
Consolidated Board of General Officers. 

This officer's services have been rewarded with the Colonelcj 
of the 22nd dragoons, and the Government of Sheemesa. 

SO. General Robert Donken. 

This officer was appointed Captain ISth December, J 759; 
Captain 23rd foot, 25th December, 1770; Lieutenant^Colonel 
in the army 25th October, 1779; Colonel 18th November, 
1790; Alajor-General 3rd October, 1794; Lieutenant-General 
1st January, 1801 ; and General 25th October, 1809. 

31. General James Balfour. 

This officer entered the service the 22nd March, 1762, as an 
Ensign in Captain Lloyd's independent company ; the 2nd of 
June in the same year, he received a Lieutenancy in the lOSrd 
foot, and 22nd of June in the 6th foot, with which regiment he 
served at Gibraltar; the 22nd of February, 1768, he obtained 
a company, and served in the West Indies; the l6th of April, 
1777, he received the Majority of his regiment; the 29th of 
November, 1779, the brevet of Lieutenant-Colonel ; and 2nd of 
June, 1 780^ the Lieutenant-Colonelcy of the 99th, with which 
he again served in the West Indies ; the 30th of April, 1784, 
he was placed on half pay; and I2lh of October, 17S7, ap- 
pointed Lieutenant-Colonel of the 1 7th ; with the latter corps 
he served in the East Indies; the 18th of November, 1790, he 
obtained the brevet of Colonel, and that of Major-General the 
3rd of October, 1794; the 18th of November, 1795, the Co- 
lonelcy of the 83rd. He was at the siege of Seriugapatam, and 
afterwards in command of the forces at Bombay. The 1st of 
January, 1807, he received the brevet of LieutenantrGeneral ; 
and the 25lh of October, 1809, the brevet of General. 

32. General Sir James Duff, Knt. 

This officer was appointed Ensign in the 1st foot guards the 
18th of April, 1769; Lieutenant and Captain the 26th of April, 
1775 ; Adjutant the 2nd of January, 1777 ; Captain and LieiH 
tenantXolonel the 18th of July, 1780; Colonel in the army 
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the 18th of November, 1790; Major-General the Srd of Og«- 
tober, 1794; 3rd Major in the 1st foot guards^ the 7th of 
March, 1795; Ist Major the 11th of October, 1797; Lieu- 
tenant-General the Ist of January, 1801 ; and General the 25tb 
of October, 1809. / 

This officer served as a Major-General in Ireland during 
the Rebellion. (Vide General Sir James Steuart's Services, No. 
SO.) He has had the honor of Knighthood conferred on 
him, and is Colonel of the 50th foot, to which corps he was 
appointed the 1st of August, 1796. 

33. General Henry, Earl of Mulgrave. 

This officer was appointed Lieutenant-Colonel in the army 
the 4th of October, 1780 ; Captain and Lieutenant-Colonel 
in the first foot guards the 6th of June, 1783 ^ Major in the 
Both foot, the 30th of August, 1779; Colonel in the army 
the 18th of November, 1790 ; Colonel in the 31st foot the 8th 
of February, 1793; Major-General the Srd of October, 1794; 
Lieutenant-General the 1st January, 1801 ; and General 25th 
of October, 1809. 

Lord Mulgrave served in America, from early in 1776 to 
the end of 1778; in the West Indies in 17B0; he commanded 
at Toulon in 1793 ; in Zealand in 1794; and in 1799 his 
Lordship was employed on a military mission to -the Archduke 
Charles, and Marshal Suvaroff. During the course of hi9 
military career. Lord Mulgrave ^received the thanks, in public 
orders, of the officers under whom he served. 

In 1810 Lord Mulgrave was appointed Master-General of 
the Ordnance, which situation he held till December, 1818, 
when he was succeeded by the Duke of Wellington. 

His Lordship is governor of Scarborough Castle, and one 
of His Majesty's cabinet ministers. Few. officers have mom 
devoted themselves to their professiou and public business than 
this distinguished veteran nobleman. 

34. General Sir Paulus ^mil. Irving, Bart. 

This officer was appointed Lieutenant in the 47th foot the 
15 th of June, 1764;. Captain the 29th of October, 1768 ; Major 
the 31st of March, 1773; Lieutenant-Colonel in the army 
the 17th of November, 178Q; Lieiitcoaot4[3doiiel b die 47th 
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foot 3rd of August, 1781; Colonel in the army the 18th of 
November, 1791 ; Major-General the 3rd of October, 1794; 
Lieutenant-General the 1st of January, 1801; Colonel 'm the 
6th veteran battalion the 25th of December, 1802; and 
General the 1st of January, 1812. 

This officer served with tlie 47th Foot in America. He was 
at the battles of Lexington and Bunker's Hill. At Boston 
during the blockade, and until the evacuation, when he accom- 
panied the 47th to raise the siege of Quebec. He was at the 
affair of Trois Rivieres, June, 1776, and pursued the rebels to 
Crown Point and Ticouderoga ; he served with General Bur- 
goyne*s army till the convention, when he was taken prisoner, 
and detained three years; in 1781 he returned to England. In 
1 790 he embarked for the Bahama Islands, where he remained 
till 179^9 when he joined Sir John Vaughan's army in the 
West Indies, and on that officer's death, the 2l8t of June, 
1 7Q5, the chief command of the forces in the West Indies de- 
volved on him. In September Major-General Leigh took the 
chief command, and General, then Major-General^ Irving^ went 
to take the command of St. Vincent's. On the 2d of Octobei 
following, he attacked the enemy in their works at the Vigie, 
and after an obstinate resistance, during the whole day, tliey 
were driven from their posts : in December he returned to 
England. 

The following are extracts from letters of His Royal High- 
ness the Connnander-in-Chief, and from Mr. Dundas^ the Ute 
Lord Melville, in testimony of this officer's services : 

" I have every reason to approve of your conduct, and to 
assure you it has met with His Majesty's entire approbation. 
I shall not conclude my letter without offering you my congra- 
tulation on your late successful attack on the Port of La Vigie ; and 
though I cannot but regret the loss His Majesty's troops sustained 
on this occasion, yet it is a consolation to learn that they acquitted 
themselves with a degree of courage and perseverance, highly 
honorable to themselves, and suited to the importance of the 
service they were engaged in. 

" I am. Sir, Yours, 

(Signed) '^ Fredebick." 

'' November 23rd, 1795. 
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'' It is^ however, with peculiar satidaction that I obey His 
Majesty's commands in conveying to you his jperftct approba- 
tion of the nature of your proceedings since the command of his 
forces in the West Indies has devolved upon you. As a testi* 
mony, however, of the just sense I entertain of your zeal and 
exertions, under the various difficult circumstances in which 
the West India command has been involved since it came into 
your hands, and of my wish that you may be gratified in the 
object of your request, I shall not fail to make it known to His 
Royal Highness the Commander-in-Chief, and to the Duke of 
Portland, and to recommend it to their favorable attention. 

^' I have the honor to be, 
*' Sir, 
** Your most obedient humble Servant, 

(Signed) ** Henry Dundas.' 

Horse Guards, * 

5th Nov. 1795. 

35, General George, Lord Harris.^ 
The 1st January, 1759> this ofiScer was appointed Cadet in 
the Royal Artillery; 23d June, 1762, Fireworker; 30th "July, 
1762, Ensign in the 5th Foot; 2d July, 1765, Lieutenant; Ad- 
jutant, 1767; and Captain, 25th July, 1771. In May, 1774> 
he embarked for America; he was in the action at Lexingtons 
and battle of Bunker's Hill. In the latter he was severely 
wounded in the head, and obliged to be trepanned and sent 
home ; he, however, returned in time to take the field, previous 
to the army landing on Long- Island, in July, 1776. Captain 
Harris was present at the affair of Flat Bush; in the skirmishes 
on York Island ; in the engagement at White Plains; at Iron 
Hill, (where he was shot through the leg) and in every action 
up to the dd November, 1778, except German Town. In die 
latter year he was appointed to a Majority in his regiment, and 
in November he embarked with it for the West Indies, with thd 
force under Major-General Grant, by whom he was appomted 
to command the battalion of grenadiers, and landed with the re- 
serve of the army under Brigadier-General Medows at St« 
Lucie, 25tb December. After the taking of Mome Fortun£e> 
Major Harris was second in command under Brigadier-General 
Medows at the Vigie^ where the French were repulsed in their 
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repeated attacks on our poBt, and in consequence retreated from 
the Island. In 1779 he embarked with his regiment as Ma. 
rines^ and was present in the engagement off Grenada under 
Admiral Biron ; and in 1780 returned to England. In Decem- 
ber,- 1780, he succeeded to a Lieutenant-Colonelcy in the 5tb, 
from which he exchanged into the 76th, and accompanied Sir 
W. Medows as secretary to the East Indies, who was appointed 
Governor and Commander-in-Chief of Madras. He was in tbe 
campaigns of 1790 and 1791> against Tippoo Sultaun; and in 
the action of 16th May, 1791> ^as appointed by Lord Com- 
wallis to command the £d line ; he was also personally engaged 
in the attack of the Sultaun's camp and island of Seringapatam, 
on the night of the 6th February, 1792; the success of which 
terminated that M'ar. Peace being re-established, this officer 
returned with Sir W. Medows to England. The 18th Novem- 
ber he was appointed Colonel by brevet ; and the Sd October, 
1794, Major- General, when he re-embarked for India, and was 
placed on the Bengal StaflF. The 3d May, 1796> he received 
the local rank of Lieutenant-General, and was appointed Com- 
mander-in-Chief under the Presidency of Fort St. George ; and 
in February, 1798, he succeeded to the military and civil go- 
vernment of the troops and territories of Madras. 

In December, 1798, Lieutenant-General Harris was selected 
by the Marquess Wellesley to command the army assembled to 
repel the threatened hostility of Tippoo Sultaun, to beside his 
capital, and reduce his power. The army under his command 
exceeded 50^000 men, and tbe object of the expedition was ac- 
complished by the capture of Seringapatam, death of Tippoo, 
and annexation of his dominions to His Majesty's crown. The 
following letter from the East India Government was addressed 
to the Lieutenant-General on this occasion : 

" The Governor-General in Council now directs me to sig- 
nify his particular sense of the firmness, constancy, and perseve- 
rance with which you subdued the difficulties opposed to the 
progress of the army through the enemy's country ; of tbe zeal 
and unanimity with which you inspired all the great departments 
of your army, of the judgment displayed in the whole conduct of 
the campaign, especially in the passage of the Cavery, and in tbe 
position taken up before Seringapatam, and the vigor and skill 
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with which the siege was conducted. This great achieYement 
entitles you to the gratitude and respect of the Company^ of 
your king, and of your country, and the Governor-General has 
already discharged, with particular satisfaction^ the grateful duty 
of stating to the Honorable Court of Directors^ And to His Ma» 
jesty's ministers, your eminent services, in a manner adequate to 
the honor and advantage which the British empire in India is 
likely to derive from the splendid victories obtained by the army 
under your command. Fort St. George, August 7th, 1799/* 

This officer was appointed Colonel in the 73d Foot the 14th 
of February, 1800; Lieutenant-General in the army the 1st of 
January, 1801^ and General the 1st of January, 1812. 

The 1 1th of August, 1815, the services of this officer were re^ 
warded by his elevation to the peerage. 

36. General Richard Vyse. 

Appointed Cornet 5th Dragoons the 1 3th of February, 1762; 
Lieutenant the 15th of August, 1776; Adjutant the 18th of 
March, 1767; Captain the 28th of November, 1771; Major 
18th Light Dragoons the 4th of November, 1777 ; Lieutenant- 
Colonel in the army the 7th of January, 1781; Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel 1st Dragoon Guards, the 28th of May, 1784; Colonel in 
the army the 18th of November, 1791 ; Major-General th« dd 
of October, 1794 ; Colonel 29th Dragoons, the 23rd of March, 
1797; Lieutenant*GeneraI the 1st of January, 1801; and 
General the 1st of January, 1812. 

He received, the 2d of April, 1804, the Colonelcy of the 
3d Dragoon Guards. As Colonel, this officer comn»anded a 
brigade in Flanders under the Duke of York* 

37. General The Right Honorable William, 

Earl Cathcart, K. T. 

In June, 1777, Lord Cathcart received an Ensigticy in the 

7 th; or Queen's dragoons, and obtained the King's leave to 

serve in America with the l6th light dragoons. He proceeded 

thither as extra Aid-de-Camp to Major-General Sir Thomas 

Spencer Wilson. He served as an extra Aid^de-Camp to Sir 

Henry Clinton, and was present with that Geitaeral at the storm* 

ing of forts Montgomery and ClintOD, 6th of October, 1777' 

R.M.Cal. I. Z 
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In November^ 1777f he received a Lieutenancy in the 17th 
light dragoousi with which regiment he served at the advanced 
posts of the army at Philadelphia and other positions. In De- 
cember, he obtained a troop, and continued to serve with his 
regiment till June, 1778 ; he was thanked in general orders for 
surprising a part of the enemy on the Skuylkill, advanced from 
Valley Dirge. In June, he was appointed Aid-de-Camp to the 
Commander-in-Chief, and present at the battle of Monmouth 
Court House. Ue was appointed Colonel^ with provincial 
rank, of the British Legion, which corps he raised, formed, and 
occasionally commanded at the out-posts. The 13th of April, 
1779; he obtained the Majority of the 38th foot. About 
midsummer of the latter year he was appointed to serve as 
Quarter-Master-General to the forces in North America until 
the arrival from £ngland of General Dalrymple. The 25th 
December, 1779i he sailed for Savannah, and was at the invest- 
ment and siege of Charlestown, North Carolina, but obliged to 
leave tbe latter in April, 1780, on account of the climate, and 
return to New York. Being ordered to make his election 
between his commission in the army and in the provincials, be 
resigned the British Legion, and joined the 38th on Long 
Island ; he commanded that regiment in the affairs of Spring- 
field and Elizabeth Town Point, June, 1780 ; in Octobo* be 
returned to England. In Februray, 1781, he obtained a com- 
pany in the Coldstream guards with the rank of Lieutenaal- 
Colonel, and in October, 1789> exchanged for the UeuteiMOt- 
Colonelcy of the 29th. In November, 1790, he received the 
brevet of Colonel; in December, 1792, the Colonelcy of tbe 
29th. From November, 1793| to November, 1794, he served 
as Brigadier-General to the forces under Lord Moira; was in 
the expedition to Normandy and Britanny in 1793; and in the 
expedition to Flanders to relieve Ostend and join the Duke of 
York's army in 1794. The 3d of October, 1794, he reodvwi 
the rank of Major- General, and in November joined the IMce 
of York*s army at Arnheim, and served tbe remainder of tbut 
campaign. Ixird Cathcart was next entrusted with lbs coni- 
mand of various brigades of cavalry, and placed on the' Staff in 
Great Britain. The 1st of January, 1801, his Lordship. ob- 
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tained the rank of Lieutenant-General, and in 180S lield the 
command of the Home district. He was subsequently, as I^eii- 
tenant-General, appointed commander of the forces in Ireland ; 
in the North of Germany ; in North Britain ; in the North of 
Europe ; and again in North Britain. In the autumn of 1805 
Lord Cathcart was ordered to Russia as Ambassador, and his 
appointment was framed in a military form. On reaching Lon- 
don previous to his departure, he had much intercourse with 
Mr. Pitt, but after several arrangements he was finally sent to 
take the command of the British army in Hanover. He ac- 
quired an entire ascendancy over the senate of Bremen, and 
obtained all that Mas necessary to the establishment of his bead' 
quarters in that city. The Russian army was at thb period 
combined with the British, and Lord Cathcart succeeded in 
conciliating General Beningsen and all his officers. The battle 
of Austerlitz changed the aspect of affairs, and that event was 
soon followed by the death of Mr. Pitt. The new administra^ 
tion, formed on die latter event, determined to recal die army. 
Lord Cathcart stated fifteen days as the period required for 
embarkation, and though it generally happens that such calcula- 
tions are exceeded, in this case Lord Cathcart, the last man, 
embarked on the thirteenth day. His Lordship's next appoinl- 
ment was Commander of the forces in Scotland, and he remain- 
ed in that situation till May 1807f when he waa sent for by the 
Duke of Portland's administration to be again employed on 
foreign service. His first mission was to die King of Sweden ; 
afterwards his Lordship was directed to join Lord Gambia r, and 
proceed against Copenhagen. His Lordship effected his land- 
ing in Zealand, and attained the conquest be bad in view. On 
Lord Cathcart's return his Majesty was pleased to create him 
an English Viscount, and be forthwith refumed bis comqiand in 
North Briuiu, where he continued till May J813, when he was 
again called upon to be employed^on- another misiioii tQ petera- 
burgh. The 1st of January 181£ be ohtaioad his piesent fttik 
of General. The Emperor Alexander, in ISIS oooferfed ct^ 
this officer the Imperial Russian Order of St. Andrew, and ^ 
Cross of the Military Order of St Gcofye of 4ie4th ckss. 
Tbe 18th of June 1814 be was created an JEnglish £erl» 
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Hit Lordihip is a Member of the Consolidated Board of 
General officers, one of the Commissiooers of the Royal 
Military College, and of the Royal Military Asylum. 

The thanks of parliament were voted to his Lordship, the 
28th of January 1808, on the successful termination of the ex- 
pedition to Copenhageu : the following are the resolutions of 

both Houses : 

<< That the thanks of this House be given to Lieutenant«Ge- 
neral Lord Viscount Cathcart, for the judicious and deciave 
measures which, after exhausting every means of negociatioD, 
were employed by him for effecting the surrender of the Danish 
navy, and the arsenal of Copenhagen/' 

Thanks were also given to^ — 

^^ Lieutcnant-Generals, Sir Harry Burrard, Bart., the Earl of 
Rosslyn, the Honorable Sir George James Ludlow, and Sir 
David Baird ; Major-Generals, the Honorable Edward Finch, 
Thomas Grosvenor, Sir Arthur Wellesley, Sir Thomas Blom- 
field, Bart., Frederick Baron Drechsel, Charles Baron LinsingtBj 
and Brent Spencer; Brigadier-Generals, Robert M'FariaQe, 
Henry Warde, &c. &c." 

In the House of Lords, I^ord Cathcart was addressed hj 
the Lord-Chancellor, as follows : — 
** Viscount Cathcart, 

'' Your Lordship is too well acquainted with the principlQS 
which govern the conduct of this House, to make it necets^y 
for me to inform you, that the House too justly appreciates the 
value of its thanks, and its own dignity, to confer those thanks, saTe 
where it means to acknowledge services of great magnitude ren- 
dered to the country ; such services your Lordship has rendered 
to the country, and the House doth not estimate the less highly 
the skill and valor which have been displayed, becaiuse they 
have been marked with that forbearance and humanity whieh 
shed a lustre over military glory^ and which exalts afika 
the character of the British officer, and of the nation, whose 
forces he leads on to victory, and to conquest. 

'^ I cannot forbear to congratulate your Lordship, that on the 
same day in which the Journals of the House will record.your 
Lordship's iutroductiou by the favour of your Sovereign in a 
distinguished place amongst the Peers, they will record also to 
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posterity the eminent services which your Lordship hath ren- 
dered to the counlry." 

To which bis Lordship replied : 
" My Lords, 

"The veneration I iiave always entertained for this House, 
and the reverence with whicli I have been in habits of consider- 
ing its proceodings, joined to the emotions which arise in my 
breast at this moment, make me fully aware of the value of the 
signal mark of approbation which your Lordships are pleased 
to confer upon me. 

"It is therefore with the strongest sense of the magnitude 
of this most distinguished honor, that 1 now humbly entreat your 
Lordships to accept my most sincere and grateful acknow>> 
ledgmenls. 

"1 cannot, however, reconcile it to my feelings to address 
any thing to your Lordships on this subject, without naming 
die army lately under my command. For these brave men, 
I shall always feel the greatest esteem, and the mget affection- 
ate regard. 

" From what has fallen under my observation of the abilities 
of the Generals, of the merit of the other officers in (heir seve- 
ral stations, and of the zeal, valor, and discipline of the whole, 
I am confident, that wherever they may be employed, they will 
do credit to their country, and to themselves. 

" I beg leave to offer to the noble and learned Lord on the 
woolsack, my best thanks for the most Battering manner in 
which he has been pleased to make this communication." 

For the vote of the House of Commons, his Lordship sent 
the following letter to the Speaker : 

" Sir, " Gloucester place, January 30th, IS08. 

" 1 take the earliest opportunity of acknowledging your let- 
ter of the 20th instant, transmitting authenticated copies of the 
resolutions of the 28lh instant, by which the House of Com- 
mons have been pleased to vote their thanks to the Comman> 
der of the forces, to the general officers, and to the several 
officers of the army under his command, during tlie siege of 
Copenhagen ; and to approve and acknowledge the regularity, 
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discipline, valor and exertions of the pon-comiasioned officers 
and private men employed on that service : the House being 
further pleased to appoint, that these resolutions shall be com- 
municated by me to the generals and other officers viho served 
in that army. 

** I have to request that you will have the goodness to state 
for me to the House, that it affords me great gratification to 
have the honor of communicating these resolutions, respectively, 
and witiiout delay, to the several general officers named in 
your letter, and to the other officers of the army lately under 
my command. Several of these distinguished officers, and many 
of the non-commissioned officers and private soldiers, have al- 
ready received the thanks of Parliament^ or the notification of 
the recorded approval of their services on former occasions: 
and I am confident that all of them will feel as they ought to do, 
the high distinction now conferred upon them : and tiiat they 
will do credit to their country and to themselves wherever they 
may be employed* For my own part, Sir, I find it impossible 
to express the sentiments which arise in my mind, on learning 
that any endeavors of mine faithfully and conscientiously to 
discharge the duties of my profession as a British officer, en« 
trusted with command on an important service, should have 
procured for me the thanks of the House of Commons. 

*^ Suffice it therefore to say, that I most gratefully recdve this 
distinguished honor with the most exalted respect for the House 
of Parliament from whence it flows, and the greatest humility 
in regard to my own desert. 

*' I beg to offer my best acknowledgments to you. Sir, for the 
personal civilities with which you have been pleased to accom- 
pany the transmission of this signal mark of the approbatioo 
of the House of Commons, and I have, &.c. 

(Signed) " Catbcart. 

*' The Right Honorable 
'^The Speaker of the House of Commons." 

38. General Sir Banastre Tarleton, Bart. 

This officer entered the army in 1775 by purchasiiq; a cor- 
netcy in the King's dragoons guards. In 1776, through the as- 
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sistance of his commanding officer. Colonel Sloper, be obtained 
leave to go to America, and in the month of December he com* 
manded the advanced guard of a patrole which made General 
Lee prisoner. During the years 1777 and 1778 he witnessed 
nearly the whole of the actions of great and little moment in the 
Jerseys, Maryland, and |Pennsylvania, until the return of die 
King's army to New York. On which occasion, although pos- 
sessing only the rank of Captain of infantry, in an absent regi-* 
ment, he conlmanded the rear-guard of Sir Henry Clinton's 
army. Immediately after this service he was appointed lieu- 
tenant-Colonel of provincial cavalry, and soon rose to the Goni« 
mand of the British Legion. At the close of the year 1779 Sir 
Henry Clinton carried a considerable part of the army to the 
southward, for the siege of Charlestown and operations in the 
Carolinas. l^e command of the cavalry was entrusted to 
Lieutenant-Colonel Tarleton, who had the misfortune to lose all 
the cavalry horses on the sea voyage. Undismayed by this ad- 
verse fortune, he sought horses by every means he could devise^ 
and with difficulty procured ponies and other beasts scarcely ca- 
pable of carrying their saddles. A spirit' of enterprise placed a 
corps of American volunteer cavalry in his power. From that pe- 
riod successattended the movements of the British Legion. Durii^ 
the siege of Charlestown die cavalry add light troops of die 
Americans that endeavored to maintain a connection between 
the country and Charlestown, were repeatedly surprised and de- 
feated on the Cooper river. On the surrender of the town, the 
Legion was detached after Colonel Buford, who waa overtaken 
and defeated on the line of North Carolina, after a toilsome and 
burning march. In the course of 1780 various services were 
rendered to Lord Cornwallis and the British army by Ueutenant- 
ColonelTarletonand the British Legion, at Camden, the Catawba, 
Blackstocks, and other places, as the general orders of Earl 
Cornwallis recapitulate. Early in 1781 an unexpected reverse of 
fortune, vihich is minutely detailed in Tarleton*s campaign, met 
him in his career, ascribable principally to the want of due co-ope- 
ration on the part of Earl Comwallb. The British Legion spfedily 
resumed its active share in the camfMiign of 1781. The battle 
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at Guildford Court House proved the goodoeis of tbe BritUli 
cavalry. In a charge on that occasion lAcutenant^Colonel 
Tarleton lost a considerable part of his right hand. The subse- 
quent movements of the Legion displayed energy, decision^ and 
dispatch. It effected the junction of the two British armies of 
Carolina and Virginia in the latter district, which gave to Lord 
CornwaJlis a formidable force. This force however accom- 
plished nothing decisive during the summer, and was injudi- 
ciously cooped up in bad works, on the banks of the York 
river, in the close of the Autumn. Lieutenant-Colonel Tarle- 
ton, as commander of the cavalry and advanced posts of the. 
British, constantly protested against a measure which brought 
the army into captivity, and Great Britain into an acknowledg- 
ment of the independency of America. During die course of 
these services this officer received the brevet of Major and 
Lieutenant-Colonel in the English army. From the peace in 
17H3 to 1788, he was continued on half pay as Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Commandant of cavalry. The 18th November 1790 he ob- 
tained the rank of Colonel; and the 3rd October 1794 that of 
Major-Oeneral. At the close of 1798 he was sent as Major- 
General to Portugal : as this proved a limited employment, 
where nothing, at that time, was to be seen or learned of an 
honorable or professional character, he petitioned for a dbange 
or a recal : the latter wa/s accorded in October 1798. The 1st 
of January IBOl he received the rank of Lieutenant-GenenI, 
and shortly afterwards was sent to the command of the Southern 
district of Ireland, where he remained until the treaty of 
Amiens. Soon after the renewal of hostilities, lieutenant- 
General Tarleton was again dispatched to Ireland, as second in 
command. On the retreat of the Chief, General Fox, be bad 
the countenance of the natives in the South, and of the Irish 
government, in looking for the superior situation : but his and 
their hopes were deceived by another appointment, and Lieute- 
nant-Gcneral Tarleton was placed in the command of the 
Severn district, where he remained six years, without reodw'mg 
any proposal of service, but the command in the West Indies. 
After an eager military, and anxious parliamentary Ufe, thb 
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officer now remains, a General in die aiiny, Gdond of dift dlgt 
dragoons, and GoYemor of Berwick. The Isf of Jaauaiy 181£ 
he obtained the rank of General. 

On the extension of the order of the Bath this veteran officer 
addressed a letter on the subject to the Secretary of State^ which, 
as it furnishes a review of his distinguished sernces, should be 
here recorded. 

'^ M Y Lord, '* Leintwardine, Ludlowy January 97, 1815« 
'^ If something stronger than common report had not 
pointed out the principal Secretary in the war department ai 
the chief engine in the new formation of the military order, \ 
should not have made this address to your JLorddiip. And, 
although my feelings were severely smitten by that circumstance^^I 
forbore to trespass upon your lordship, until I had coUeetad 
the best intelligence upon the subject. 

'^ I beg leave, my Lord, to premise, that £ entertain na aeoli* 
ment of hostility to your Lordship, and that I am mAAj 
actuated by a sense of injury ; concdying (I think with jnsticd) 
that a great stigma has been fixed upon my i»'ofesBiooal life, by 
the supplement to the London Gazette, dated on the 3d of 
January, 1815. — I could have been contented to have driccnchJ 
into my grave, with the Honorable rank oi Gemerai m tbe 
British Army, earned by activity and eovamg^, unaaaiited bf 
money, noble birth, or powerful interest, if die instrument to 
which I have alluded, had not given additional d^nity^to several 
of my co-temporaries, and lifted into prectdettcyj manyoAoen 
who have served under me. 

^' Your Lordship's feelings will, if I am not mistakoiy in thb 
instance accord with mine, that this letter cannot be deemed m 
intrusion or aggression, upon you or any other person, whateo^ 
ever, but a fair vindication of my own conduct and chanicter^ 
to which I am impelled by a laudable sense of honest ambition* 
What is so dear to a soldier as hia military reputation i Is molt 
that reputation founded upon gallant exploits^— -hoooraUi 
wounds—and military records i If such foundation ia*va|if^.t 
appeal to the Government Gaasettes of my country, doiiiig the 
year 1780 and 1781. Sir Heniy Clinton, the comoMnder m 
chief, and Earl Comwallis, the second- in <lMmBwnd, hmn 
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mentioned mj name with singular distinction, in every public 
despatch during that period ; and I hope it may in this ca^e be 
esteemed venial, if I refer your Lordship to a conversation held 
in the House of Lords, in which it was proposed to thank me 
as Lieutenant«Colonel Commandant; such rank (according to 
usage) not allowing that honor. 

'' If I had not nearly outlived the recollection of the American 
war, it would be unnecessary to point out the different mili- 
tary enterprizes, in which I have been personally concerned ; 
but tlie object I have in view obliges me to go into a detui, 
irksome perhaps to us both. 

^* To the siege of Charlestown I attended Sir Henry Clinton, 
having received the command of the cavalry upon that expedi- 
tion, with the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel Commandast of the 
Legion. I purposely pass over all my previous service, such as 
the direction of the advanced guard of the party, which captured 
General Lee, in 1776, &c.&c.; and only state my conduct 
after I had attained the command of ihe cavalry. 

*' During the siege of Charlestown, three regiments of the 
enemy's horse (Washington's Horse — Pulaske's Legion— 
Bland's or White's Dragoons) were surprised and destroyed at 
Monk's comer, and Lenew's ferry, and all communication with 
the country was cut off by the light troops, although the place 
was not completely invested by the army. 

*' At the Wacsaws, on the frontier of North Carolina, the 
cavalry, with part of the Legion infantry on horseback, at the 
distance of 135 miles from Lord Cornwallis's army, defeated a 
superior body of continental infantry, with great slaughter, and 
took four pieces of artillery, 5 colors^ and all the baggage of 
the Americans, which contained valuable stores and clothing 
for the garrison of Charlestown. 

** At Camden, a charge of cavalry was made against infantry 
and cannon, and a pursuit continued for upwards of ^ miles 
from the field of battle ; in which several prisoners, all the bi^- 
gage, and the last piece of cannon, were taken from the enemy. 

*' At the Catawba River, General Sumpter was brought to 
action two days after the battle of Camden: his force of 
upwards of lOOO men, continentals and backwoodmen, was 
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surprised at mid-day, 2 cannon, and many prisonera, and all dia 
baggage fell into the posaeasion of a very inferior party : acdm 
siderable number of British soldiers were retaken,' and loyal 
Americans redeemed from captivity. 

*' At Blackstocks^ on the Tiger River, General Sumpter, with 
superior numbers, was dislodged from Blockhouses, in which 
position he threatened ninety-six, a British poet ; some prisoners 
were taken ; his corps was dispersed; and the General placed 
hors de combat by a wound. 

'' At the Cowpens, the British were defeated with lois, bj 
superior numbers, consisting of continentals and backwoodmen;^ 
under General Morgan. This reverse of fortune ia prmcipally 
attributable to the want of the co-operative movements of Lord 
ComM'allis. — Vide Tarleton's Campaigns, c. 4. In a letter 
which I have in my possession, Lord Comwallis saya, '' Your 
movements in bringing the enemy to action were masterly, your 
disposition unexceptionable ; nothing but the total misbehavior 
of the troops under your command, could have robbed' you of 
the glory which was so justly your due.'' 

*' At Guildford Court House the two armies were long sind 
closely engaged, when the cavalry, towards the end of the actiott^ 
extricated the right wing from the enemy, winch had sm^ 
rounded it. In that charge I lost a considerable part of *my 
right hand. r 

^ '' In short, all the movements of the British army were covered, 
through a woody and difficult country, by my Legion, fironn Ifa^ 
fall of Charlestown, to the melancholy catastrophe at Yorktown, 
in Virginia. In that circuitous march of more than 1^,900 mftis^ 
many prisoners, cannon, and colors fell uito mybands, whHat 
detached from the main body of the army; a great proportion 
of the forage and provisions was provided for the British ; and 
all the risings and assemblies of the American militia were sup- 
pressed by the sword. The rank of Major, and of Lieutenant* 
Colonel in the English arlny, came to me for services in tli0 
field, by brevet, in 1780 and early in 1781. 

** That my employment since die conclusion of the American 
war, has not been apon die fltme active acale of operation 
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(having been only sent as a Major-General to Portugal in 1798, 
a time of inaction ; and as Lieutenant-General to Ireland in 
1803^) is not imputable to me ; as during my life, my profes- 
sional talents have been cultivated by study, and my military 
zeal to distinguish myself in the cause of my king and country 
has not abated. 

'^ And now, my I/>rd, I will not detain you much longer ; but 
a word or two upon the limitation to 1803 in the instrument I 
have already mentioned, I cannot omit. No rule or regulation 
of that kind can be supported by argument, as military services 
and military records must, at the tribunal of reason, be equally 
valid in the last or present century, under the reign of His 
Majesty George the Third, or the government of the Prince 
R^ent. The rule, even hitherto, has not obtained observance, 
as in various instances I can point out : those facts, however^ I 
will not dwell upon, or discuss upon the present occasion. If 
the rulef was literally observed, the article of exclusion is of so 
rigorous a nature, that it is morally impossible to carry it into 
effect. Look, my -Lord, well, at the consequence it must ine- 
vitably produce. If you exclude me as a veteran, you must 
come to the decisive avowal, that age incapacitates me from the 
enjoyment of any military distinction. 

'' But, my Lord, I never can believe, that a gracious and higjk- 
minded Prince, after receiving a full exposition of the service 
of his military servants, can adopt, or even countenance the 
decree of exclusion, which tells me in plain language, that mj 
toils and dangers are not regarded, and that the honors I bmve 
achieved, and the wounds I have endured, are neither remem- 
bered nor regretted. 

** I have the honor to be. 
My Lord, 
With the greatest respect. 
Your Lordship's 

Most obedient humble Servant 

Ban. Tarleton, General. 

" The Earl Bathurst, &c. &c. &c.'' 
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'« Sir, '^ Downing Street, February 8, IS\5. 

^' 1 have many apologies to make for not having acknowledged 
sooner the letter which you did me the honor to write to me; 

'^ No person can be more sensible than I mm otjcnr distin- 
guished military services^ and of the glory which attached to 
His Majesty's arms, in the American war, in consequence of 
the great zeal and activity which you uoifomuly displayed in 
that contest. 

'^ I am, therefore, much concerned, that the regulation which 
it has been thought expedient to make on the present occasion, 
has not enabled the government to mark their sense of your 
services, at the time when those of the officers who have served 
in the last war have been rewarded. 

'^ I have the honor, &c. 

*^ General Tarleton. (Signed) Bathvrst. 

In 1815, this officer's services were rewarded by his being 
created a Baronet of Great Britain. 

Sg. General Sir Hew Dalbymple, Knt. and Bart. 

Appointed £ns]gninthe31stfoot Srd April, 1763; Lien* 
tenant, 1766; Captain 2nd battalion royals, 14th July, 1768; 
Major in the 77th, December, 1777 ; Lieutenant-Colonel in the 
68th, 21st September, 1781 ; and Colonel by brevet 18th No- 
vember, 1790; and exchanged into the Ist regiment of gutrds* 

Sir Hew served the campaign of 1793 in the grenadier batta* 
lion, and was present at the battle of Famars, the siege of Valen- 
ciennes, in the action at the investment of Dunkirk, and in every 
affair in which the battalion was employed during that campaign. 
At its conclusion he returned to England. The 3rd of October^ 
1 794, he received the rank of Major-General ; and in Aprils 
1 793, he was placed on die Staff in the Northtem district. In 
March, 1796, he was appointed lieu tenant-Governor of Guerb* 
sey; and the 10th of November, 1799^ received the rank of 
Lieutenant-General in Guernsey only. The Ist of January, 
1801, Laeutenant-Geaeral in the army. In 1802, he resigned 
the Lieutenant-Government, and was. placed on tbeStaffin.com* 
mand of the Northern district; and in May, 1806, was removed 



to the Sttir of Gtbniltftr. Tbo 7cb of August, 1606, be vu 
prdered to t»k« Um comowad of the army in Portugtl, in con- 
•equeoce of whioh be tuled from Gibraltar and arrived on the 
fitod, and joined the army iu time to become retpoaaiUe for 
the treaty by wbkb the French army evacuated tbia coontry, 
vriuch wat> in all its essential provisions, recommended by his 
predecessor in command, Sir Arthur Wellesley, who alone po^ 
sessed the information necessary to appreciate the iralme of the 
measure. From the terms in which Sir Hew Dabymple^a ap- 
pointment to this command were couched, there seemed reaaon 
to conclude that it was in its nature temporary, and that it was 
intended that he should afterwards resume his command at Gi- 
braltar, but which did not take place. He received the rank of 
General the 1st of January, 181£. 

Sir Flew Dalrympie is a Member of the Consolidated Board 
of General Officers. 

In justice to the services of this officer, a moment's attention 
is necessary to the very peculiar situation in which Sir Hew 
Dalrympie was placed by the futile and contradictory arrange- 
ments of the expedition of 1808, to Portugal. He took the 
command of an army which he had never before seen, landed 
in a country with which he was not acquainted, and was com- 
mitted on a system of operations on which he had never been 
consulted. 1 he delicacy of Sir Hew's situation was described 
by himself in terms peculiarly appropriate, when he stated, '^ that 
all the responsibility was vested in him, and all the direction in 
others. One General directed the expedition, another con- 
cluded it, and a third directed the consequences diet were to 
flow from it/* 

At the close of the proceedings upon the Inquiry which took 
place relative to the Armistice and Convention in Portugal, the 
following questions were put to each Member of the Board. 

Do you, or do you not approve of the Armistice as concluded 
on the 2£nd of August, 1808, in the relative situations of .die 
two armies i Disapprove, Earl of iiioin^ 

Lieutenant-General NicoUs, Lieutenant-General Sir George 
Nugent, Earl of Pembroke, Lord Heathfield, Greneral Craig, 
General Sir David Dundas, Approve. 
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Do youy or do you not approve of the Conventiobi aa con- 
cluded upon the Slst of August, 1808, in the relative aituaticm 
of the two armies i 

Disapprove, Lieutenant-General NicoUs, Earl of 

Pembroke, Earl of Moira. 

Lieutenant-General Sir George Nugent, General Lord Heath* 
field. General Craig, General Sir David Dundas, 

Approve. 
(Signed) DAVID DUNDAS, President. 

The 27th of April, 1811, this officer was appointed to the 
Colonelcy of his present regiment. He is also Governor of 
Blackness Castle. His services have been further rewarded by 
Knighthood and a Baronetcy, the latter, the 27th of December^ 

1814. 

40. General Gordon Forbes. 

This officer entered the army the 25th of October, 1756, as 
an Ensign in the 33d regiment ; he was promoted to a Liedte- 
nancy in the 72d, in 1753 ; as Captain, in 1765; as Major of 
the 9th foot, 1775; as Lieutenant-Colonel in the 102d foot, in 
September, 1781; as Colonel, 18th of February, J791; m 
Major-General, 3d of October, 1794; as Lieutenant-General,. 
1st of January, 1801 ; and as General, Isf of January, 1812. 

He served at the Havannah, in the American war, in the East 
Indies four years; and commanded his Majesty's troops iii the 
Island of St. Domingo, two years. In 1797 this officer was 
appointed to the Colonelcy of the 8l8t, and the same year Colo*. 
nel of the 29th regiment, which situation he now holds. 

He raised the 74th Regiment, in 1777. 

41. General Oliver de Lamcey. . 

The Ist of October, 1766, this o^er was appointed Come| 
in the 14th dragoons; 1^ of December, 1770, Lieutenant ^ 
and 16th of May, 1773, Captain in the 17th dragoona» la 
] 774, he was ordered to America with dispatches for the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, and to provide accommodation forhiaregioient, 
then imder orders for that service, and. alto to provide remount 
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horses for the regimeoty and for the artillery, and other services of 
the army. On arriving at Boston, he was sent to New York to 
accomplish the objects of his mission ; but hostilities having 
commenced he returned to Boston, which he found invested by 
the enemy, and continued there, during the blockade and bom- 
bardment of the place, till February, 1775, when he accompanied 
the army to Nova Scotia, and in June to Staten Island. The 
Commander-in-Chief having determined to commence his ope- 
rations, landed upon Long Island^ and Captain De Lancey com- 
manded the cavalry employed on this expedition, and was engaged 
in a very smart action which took place, when the enemy's 
advanced posts were diiven in. He continued with his re^ment, 
constantly employed on active service against the out-posts, until 
the battle of i Brooklyn, when he formed the advance of the right 
column under Sir U. Clinton and Sir W. firskine. This action 
having compelled the enemy to retire from Long Island, he conti- 
nued with his regiment till the army took possession of New York 
Island, VI hen he accompanied it and was engaged in two actons, 
which took place in driving in the enemy's out-posts and establish- 
ing those of the British army. The Commander-in-Chief baviof; 
engaged in further operations, Captain De Lancey, widi part of 
the 17 til dragoons, accompanied the army in its landing on Frog's 
Neck, where an action took place. He was next engaged in the 
battle of White Plains ; shortly after in an affair at Fort Wasli- 
ington of a most serious nature, in which the Hessian troops aof- 
fered severely. At the close of this campaign the 17th dragoons 
were stationed at New York, and in the spring sent into the 
Jerseys, when Captain De Lancey was in the actions of the 
Scotch Plains, and in several of an inferior description. Li the 
course of the year the regiment was sent to Pennsylvania ; and 
this officer was employed in an attack made by Lord Comwallis 
upon a fort called Red Bank ; he was afterwards in an action at 
White Marsh, which took place in consequence of a movement 
of Sir William Howe with the army, from the right to the left of 
the enemy's position. 

The 3rd of July, 1778, this officer received a Majority in his 
regiment ; and Sir H. Clinton, who now commanded the armyi 
having determined to retire to New York, evacuated Philadel- 
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phia about this time, and Major De Lancey was appointed to 
command the rear guard of the right column of the army, under 
the command of General Knyphausen : in the course of this 
march he was in the general engagement that took place at 
Monmouth. The army having arrived at New York he was 
sent, in command of his regiment, with a corps under Sir William 
Erskine, to the east end of Long Island, where he remained 
during the winter ; and early in the spring was ordered with the 
regiment, to take up a position in front of the lines of New 
York. This position was for the purpose of clearing the coun- 
try of the enemy, that they might not obstruct the supplies of the 
army, and skirmishes occurred daily. This officer was next api- 
pointed Deputy-Quarter-Master-General in the field in South 
Carolina, and served during the whole of the siege of Charlestown, 
and on several expeditions under)Lord Cornwallis,to whon), on the 
returq of the army to New York, he was appointed Aid-de- 
Camp. In the beginning of the following year. Major Andre 
having been put to death by the enemy, Major De Lancey 
succeeded him as Adjutant-General; and 3rd of October, 1781, 
received the brevet of Lieutenant-Colonel. On his return to 
England at the peace, much difficulty havmg arisen in settling the 
multiplicity of military claims made by persons who had served in 
America, he was ordered by Lord Sydney, then Secretary of 
State, to undertake the arrangement of this business, which he 
performed. He was also at this time appointed at the head of 
a commission for settling all army accounts during the American 
war ; and, subsequently. Deputy- Adjutant-General to the army, 
with the brevet rank of Colonel, the 18th of November, 1790. 
Colonel De Lancey continued in his situation as Deputy-Adju- 
tant-General, until 1792, when he was appointed Barrack-Master- 
General to the Forces, in which he' continued till November, 
1804. The 3rd of October, 1794, he received the rank of 
Major-General; the 20th of May, 1795, the Colonelcy of his 
regiment, the 17th Light Dragoons; 1st January, 1801, the 
rank of Lieutenant-General ; and Ist of January, 1812, that of 
General. 

General De Lancey is a Member of the Consolidated Board 
of General Officers. 

iJ. M. Cal. I. q A 
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42. Uenbral SiK Anthokt FarhingtoNi Bart* 

This ofl^cer was appointed (to a lieutenancy in the Royal 
Regiment of Artillery the sgth of October^ 1755 ; he served at 
Byfleet Camp in 1756, and Chatham Camp in 1757 and 1758. 
The 2nd of April, 1757| he was appointed first lieutenant, and 
irith that rank served at Gibraltar from the 25th of April, 1758j 
to the Ist of Febniary, 1759 ; and as Captain-lieutenant fixm 
the latter period to the 23rd of May, 1763, when he returned to 
England. The £3rd of May, 1764, he was appointed Captain 
of a Company ; he served at New Yoric and di£ferent parts of 
America, from the 14th of August, 1764, to the 18th of No- 
vember, 1768. In May, 1773, he returned to New York and 
joined the army. He was at Boston from the 7th of August, 
1774, to March, 1776; at Halifax from April, 1776, to June, 
1776 ; and with the army when it landed on Long Island. Tlie 
12th of November, 1780, he was appointed Major in the Artil- 
lery; and the 1st of December, 1782, lieutenant-Colonel;^ lie 
remained with the army in America to the 21st of May, 1783,' 
and then returned to England ; and had the command of die Ar- 
tillery at Plymouth from the 17th of March, 1788, to the gth of 
March, 17B9i when he went to Gibraltar in command of the 
Artillery, and served there from the 25th of May, 1790, to the 
24th of June, 1791. The l6th of March, 179 If he waa ap- 
pointed Colonel ; the 26th of February, 1795, Major-General ; 
and the 25th of April, 1796, Colonel Commandant of the Ist 
battalion of Royal Artillery. He commanded the garrison at 
Woolwich from the 1st of April, 1794, to the 27th of May, 
1797. 

In September, 1799, he embarked to join the army in Hol- 
land under the Duke of York, and returned to England the 2nd 
of November following. The 29th of April, 1802, he received 
the rank of Lieutenaut-General, and was appointed Commandant 
of the Field-Train Department, and President of a Select Con^- 
mittee of Artillery officers, the 8th of July, 1805, and phiced on 
the StaiF of the army from that date, till promoted to the cank of 
General the 1st of January, 18112. He was appointed Inspector- 
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General of Artillery, under the style and title of Director-Gene- 
ral of the Field-Traio Department of the Ordnance, the 1st of 
January y 1812. 

Whilst serving in America this officer was present at th<e bat- 
tles of Brooklyn, Long Island, White Plains; the attack and 
taking of Fort Washington ; the battle of Brandy wine ; and that 
of German Town ; during the attack and siege of Boston ; co- . 
operating with the troops in their attack at Bunker's Hill ; and 
with the army in the Chesapeake, and at the taking of Phila- 
delphia. 

In October, 1818, this officer's services were rewarded by 
his being created a Baronet of Great Britain. 

43. G£NERAL THE RlGHT HoNORARLE JoHN WlLLIAM, 

Earl of Bridoewater. 

Lord Bridgewater entered the service the ^5ih of January, 
177 1^ as a Cornet in the 7th Light Dragoons, in which regi- 
ment he was appointed Lieutenant the 7th of June, 1773, and 
Captain the 29th of May^ 1776; his Lordship received the 
brevet of Major the £7th of August, 1779 ; the Majority of the 
23nd Light Dragoons the 14th of December, 1779 ; and that of 
the 20th Light Dragoons the 2Srd of March, 1781; the 20th 
of November, 1782, Lord Bridgewater was appointed Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel of the 2ist Light Dragoons, and reduced with 
the regiment the 24th of June, 1783; 1790 Lieutenant-Co- 
lonel of the 7 th Light Dragoons; the 12th of October, 1793, 
he received the brevet of Colonel ; the 20th of February, 1 79d» 
that of Major-General; and the Ist of June, 1797^ was appointed 
Colonel of the 14th Light Dragoons. Major-General Lord 
Bridgewater served on the Staff in Ireland to May, 1796, when 
lie was removed to the Staff of the Eastern District in England, 
and where he continued tilt the 25th of December, 1802. The. 
2gth of April, 1802, his Iiordship received the rank of Lieute- 
nant-General ; and the lit of January, 1812, that of.Goierai. 

Excepting the Majority of the 20th light Dragoons, Lord 
Bridgewater purchased his different regimental commisiions. 
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44. General Ellis Walker. 

The 29tb of October, MSf), this officer entered the Royal 
Artillery ; his first service was on the expedition to Samt Ma^ 
loes in 1738. The troops landed in Coreale Bay> and went to 
the harbour by iand, where many ships were burnt. In 1739 he 
was at the taking of Guadaloupe, and in 1761 at the attack and 
surrender of Belleisle : the principal place was strongly fortified, 
and was regularly besieged, the enemy marching out of the 
breach by capitulation ; and during the siege several sorties were 
made. The 1st of January, 1771, he received a company, and 
was employed in General Burgoyne's expedition, which ended in 
the convention of Saratoga. His brigade of Artillery was at- 
tached to the advanced corps, and strongly supported the light 
infantry, under the orders of the Earl of Balcarres, when hia pott 
was attacked, and the enemy repulsed. The following is an ex- 
tract from Lord Baicarres's report on this occasion : 

'' In consequence of the death of Brigadier-Greneral Fraser, 
who fell in the action near Stillwater on the 7th of October,- 
1777y the command of the advanced corps of General Bur- 
goyiie's army devolved on me ; and it is with pleasure that I ac- 
knowledge, the defence of my post in that action was principally 
owing to the conduct of Captain Ellis Walker and his brigade 
of Royal Artillery, and their services on that evening deserre 
every encomium that I can bestow. 

(Signed) ^' Balcarres, ColoneL^' 

Soon after his arrival at New York, the French fleet were 
moored across the Chesapeake ; it being suggested that some 
howitzers and small mortars should be sent with the British 
fleet in order to break the French line, this officer volunteered 
the service, and embarked on board Admiral Digby's ship ; they 
did not anive early enough to save Lord Cornwallis and his 
army, and therefore returned to New York. The 12th of Octo- 
ber, 1793, he received the brevet of Colonel ; and that of Major- 
(Jeueial the liSlh February, 1795; he was appointed Colonel 
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Commandant the 25th September, 1796; Lieutenant-General^ 
the 29th April, 1802 ; and General the 1st January, 1812. 

45. General William Maxwell. 

This officer, in September, 1763, was appointed Ensign in 
the 20th foot ; the 26lh December, 1 770, Lieutenant ; the 2d 
August, 1775, he obtained a company in the same regiment, at 
that time quartered in Ireland ; in March following he sailed 
from Cork with a large detachment of troops for North Ame- 
rica, and joined the expedition under General Burgoyne, off the 
Gulf of St. Laurence, and proceeded to the relief of Quebec, 
then besieged by the Americans, which was effected on the 26th 
May ; he served that campaign which terminated in the almost 
total expulsion of the Americans from Canada. In the can> 
paign ol 1777, the 20th regiment formed a part of General 
Burgoyne's army ; and this officer was present at the taking of 
Crown Point, Ticondcroga, and in all the subsequent actions 
that took place till the unfortunate convention of Saratoga. In 
the action of the 19th September, at Freeman's Farm, the 20di 
regiment had 102 killed and wounded, out of 280 brought into 
the field that day, and a Serjeant and 23 privates of this officer*s 
company, out of 35, were killed and wounded. Captain Max- 
well remained a prisoner with that army^ being marched to the 
neighbourhood of Boston, for six months, when he effected an 
exchange. On his return to England, 1778, he found himself 
appointed Major by purchase to the 80th foot, then under or^ 
ders for America, with which regiment he returned to New 
York in June, 1779> a^'d served that campaign and part of the- 
next under Sir Henry Clinton. In December, 1780, the 80th 
regiment formed a part of an expedition to James River, in Vir- 
ginia, under Brigadier-General Arnold, for the purpose of de- 
stroying a great depdt of military stores collected at Richmond, 
high up that river, and in the interior of the country, which was 
completely effected without any loss. He served the followiiq; 
campaign in Virginia, until the troops joined the army from 
Charlestown, under the Earl Comwallis, 1781, which termi- 
nated in the siege of York Town by the French and Americans^, 
when he became a prisoner a second time^ in consequence of 
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liOrd Coniwallis having capitulated with his whole army. He 
then returned to England, and was appointed Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel 91st foot, .5th December, 17B2, which regiment was disband- 
ed ii) June following, on the conclusion of peace. On the 
12th of October, 1793, he obtained the rank of Colonel ; and o» 
the 6th September, 1704, was appointed Lieutenant-Colonel of 
the Royal Edinburgh Volunteers, which he retained till he re*- 
ceived the rank of Major-General the 26th February, 179^1 and 
which terminated his military career. On the 29th April, 1808, 
he received the rank of Lieutenant- General; on the 14th May, 
1807, he was appointed Colonel of the late 5d Royal Veteran 
Battalion; on the 1st January, 1812, he obtained the rank of 
General. 

46. General the Right Honorable 
George Augustus, Earl of Pembrokb, K.G. 

Lord Pembroke entered the army the 10th of September, 
1 775, as an Ensign in the i2th foot ; in 1777 he obtained a lieu- 
tenancy ; the 25th of January, 1778, a compaby in the 75th ; die 
25th of December^ 1778, a company in the Ist dragoons ; die 
2d of April, 1 78 1 , a Majority in the 22d light dragoons ; the ISdi 
December, 1782, a Lieutenant-Colonelcy in the 2d dn^pNMi 
guards; and the 12th of October, 1793 he received the raiik of 
Colonel in the army. 

On the breaking out of the war with France, the fid dra- 
goons was sent to the continent, and Lord Pembroke was al- 
most iramediatelv detached in command of three British 
corps to the Prussian General Knobeldsdorfs army, who placed 
his Lordship under the command of Lieutenant-General Count 
Hohenzollern, who covered the left flank of the Prussian army, 
and served in the outposts with the Austrian regiment of cni- 
rassiers^ (of which he was Colonel Commandant) and a squadron 
of Duke Albert's regiment. Whilst Lord Pembroke was eai- 
ployed in this service, he was occasionally sent by General Kho- 
beldsdorf to the Commanders-in-Chief of the British, Auftrian, 
and other allied forces before Valenciennes. General Knobdds- 
dorfs army was never engaged in a general action during die 
time his Lc/rdship served with it : but partial actions widi die 
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outposts frequently occurred, when it became necessary to op- 
pose the enemy's force, consisting of from one to three thousand 
men, with equal numbers, and in all, except two, Lord Pembroke 
was present. On the allied armies breaking up from Valen- 
ciennes to attack the camp de Cesar, his Lordship was ordered 
to attend them, and he remained with the British forces until 
they arrived on the plains of Cysoign, when he resumed a part 
of his former command. The 2d and Srd dragoon guards were 
encamped, and joined the army consisting of British and Hano- 
verians, under Marshal Freytag, which became the covering 
force to the siege of Dunkirk. Lord Pembroke was here again 
principally employed at the outposts, and where nothing parti- 
cular occurred till some days previous to the general attack of 
the French, when the enemy in some force took possession of 
Hundschuyt, from which with the command of 4 British and 
Hanoverian squadrons, and four pieces of flying artillery. Lord 
Pembroke was ordered to dislodge then, and succeeded. In 
tlie retreat of the covering force Lord Pembroke was constantly 
engaged, and in all the nnovements of the combined army which 
followed. In 1794 he returned to England; and the 26th Fe- 
bruary, 1795, obtained the rank of Major-General. 

In 1797 Lord Pembroke was placed on the Staff under the 
late General Earl Grey, and the 15th December, his Lordship 
received the Colonelcy of the 6th dragoons. In 1799 he was 
removed to the command of the South West district. The 
24th of April, 1782, he received the rank of lieutenant* 
General. In 1807 he was sent upon a mission to the Russian 
army, and to the Emperor of Austria : and in December of die 
latter year. Lord Pembroke was appointed Governor of Guern- 
sey. The Ist of January, 181fi, his Lordship received the rank 
of General. 

47. GbmbralThe Rioht Honorable 
John, Earl of Chatham^ K. G. 

His Lordship was appointed Captain in the army 30th of 
June, 1779 ; Captain in the 86th foot, SOthof September follow- 
ing; Colonel in the army 12th of October, 179S; Major-Ge- 
neral the £6tb of Febnury, 1795 ; Clolonel of the 4th foot the 
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.>tli of December, 1799; Lieutenant-General flQth of April/ 
1802; and General 1st of January, 1812. 

Lord Cbatliaiii served during the last American war^ on the 
continent of Europe; at Gibraltar; in the expedition to the 
U elder, and commanded the expedition to Walcheren in IBOQ. 
In 1788 he was made first Lord of the /Admiralty, in which 
office hecontiiuied iiU December, 1794; in 179t>he was Pr&- 
sident of the Cabinet Council, which he held till 1801, when he 
was appointed Master-General of the Ordnance, which he held 
till 180(5. 

In addition to the Colonelcy of the 4th foot^ his Lordship is 
Governor of Jersey. 

The command of the expedition to Walcheren, being the 
principal event in the life of his Lordship, his own statement of 
his proceedings, dated the 15th of October, 1809^ and present- 
ed by himself to the King on the 14th of February, IBIO,. 
is here inserted. The statement itself, as well as his Lordship's 
conduct in presenting it to His Majesty at a private audience, 
instead of rendering it a public document by forwarding it 
through the Secretary of State, occasioned much discussion and 
animadversion in Parliament. Its accuracy in reference to some. 
of the operations of the officers mentioned in it was also dis- 
puted : nevertlnless as Win Lordship's narrative, and conseqiientlj 
defence of his military conduct, it should be in this place re- 
corded. During llic uduiinistration of his Lordship^s brother, Mr. 
Pitt, Lord Chatham was always consulted, and his opinion had 
considerable iuHuence in regard to the military operations of the 
British Government at that period, but he was never employed 
in the capacity of Commander-in-Chief until after the demise 
of Mr. Pitt, when the Walcheren Expedition was entrusted to 
his Lordship. 

'' In submitting to your Majesty a statement of my proceedings 
in the execution of the service your Majesty was graciouslj 
pleased to confide to me, and of the events which occurred io 
the course of it, it is not my intention to trouble your Majeity 
with any further details of the earlier parts of our opecttions, 
which, having terminated in the speedy reduction of Walcheren 
by your Majesty's troops, and the occupation of the adjacent 
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islahdsy and of the important post of Batz, received at the time 
your Majesty's most gracious approbation ; but to confine my- 
self principally, in the narrative which I am anxious to be per- 
mitted to bring under Your Majesty's view, to the consideratioi^ 
of the two following points, as most immediately applying to the 
conduct and final result of the expedition to die Scheldt : — 1st.- 
The ground upon which, after the army was at length assembled 
near Batz, a landing in prosecution of the ulterior objects of 
the expedition was not deemed advisable : 2dly. Why that 
army was not sooner there assembled, in readiness to commence 
further operations. 

*' With respect to the former proposition, I am inclined to 
think that it is so clear and evident ..that no further operations 
could at that time, and in the then sickly state of the army, have 
been undertaken with any prospect of success, that it would be 
unnecessarily trespassing on Your Majesty to. enter into much 
more detail on this point than has been already brought before 
Your Majesty, in my dispatch of the 29th of August: an.d 
the chief object of this paper will be directed to show to Your 
Majesty, that the second point, namely, why the army was not 
brought up sooner to the destination from whence its ulterior 
operations were to commence, is purely a naval consideration^, 
and that the delay did in no shape . rest with me, or depend 
upon any arrangements in which the army was concerned, every. 
facility, on the contrary, having been a£forded by their move- 
ments to the speedy progress of the Armament. 

" In doing this, it will, 1 conceive, be necessary for the sake 
of perspicuity, that I should take up tlie consideration of this 
business from its commencement. . . 

'^ Your Majesty will permit me here to recal to your recollec-y 
tion the change which took place in the original project formed 
for the attack of Antwerp, and of the French Fleet in the West 
Scheldt, in consequence of the. opinions of the General and 
Staff Officers to whom this question was . referred ; and s 
combined operation of the army and navy, the whole with the 
exception of the force to be left for the reduction of Wi^cheren, 
to proceed up the West Scheldt, was accordingly determined 
on. 
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** Upon the practicability of such an operatioD being at once 
carried into execution, which was however the ground-work of 
the expedition, and which alone, in the opinion of all persons 
consulted, seemed to afford any prospect of success, even in the 
most sangiune view of the subject iu all other respects, I must 
confess I entertained great doubts, till the communication of a 
distinct oflicial opinion, given on this point by the Lords of the 
admiraity, decided in the afiu-mauve this important question. 

" At the same time it is to be remarked that the occupation of 
^Walcheren, which by some persons it had been thought possible 
to leave behind us, and the reduction of Flushing, which it had 
once been proposed only to mask, were deemed indispensable 
to the security of the Fleets in case of disaster ; and accordingly 
a considerable separate force was allotted to this service ;. and, 
in this view, it was besides distinctly agreed upon, that a vigo- 
rous attack by the navy upon the sea front should be made at 
the same time that the troops, after effecting their landing, 
advanced to invest Flushing ; it bemg hoped that by a powerful 
co-operation from the sea, at the moment the troops presented 
diemselves before the place, the labour and delay of a regular 
siege might have been avoided, and a considerable portion of the 
force allotted to this service set at liberty to follow the army up 
the Scheldt. How for this expectation was fulfilled, or whether 
the assurance given that the whole of the Armament (the part 
to be landed at Walcheren excepted) should be at once trana- 
ported up the Scheldt, in prosecution of the ultimate objects of 
the expedition, was carried into effect, or was wholly disqipraitr 
ed, the information already before Your Majesty will have in a 
great measure shown, and which it will be my duty to bring 
more particularly under Your Majesty's view, when -I detail 
the subsequent course of our proceedings. 

'' From what cause this failure ensued, whether it arose from 
insufficient arrangements on the part of the Admiral, or waa 
the unavoidable result of difficulties inherent in Ae nature of 
the expedition itself, it is not for me, considering it entirely as a 
naval question, to presume to offer any opinion upon to Ymir 
Majesty. 

" It may, however, be here proper to remark, that in all the 
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projects which have at various times been brought forward on 
the subject of an attack upon the island of Walcheren and the 
Scheldt, tbe necessity of having a wind a good deal to the west- 
ward, with moderate weather, has always been insisted <m. 
Without these advantages, in the one case, the passage would 
be difficult ; in the other, the surf would prevent a landing on 
the points deemed most favorable in other respects. In die 
present instance, owing to tbe wind bh>wing strong from the 
westward, the surf was actually such as to preveut a landing on 
either of the points first fixed on for that purpose by the 
Admiral ; and the situation of the gun-boats and transports at 
anchor in the stone deep becoming very critical, and the gale 
increasing, he found it necessary to carry such part of the Fleet 
as was arrived, for safety into the Roompot ; and by which means 
the division of the army destined for the attack b( Walcheren, 
was enabled to effect its landing firom a more sheltered anchor- 
siire on the Bree-Sand to the Westward of Fort-den*Haak. At 
tins time, the division under Lieutenant-General Lord Rosriyn, 
as well as that under Lieutenant-General Grosvenor, also the 
Cavalry, Artillery, &c., were not arrived ; but they were after- 
wards, on their making the island, ordered by the Admiral info 
the Veer Gat. It is, however, particularly deserviiig of atten- 
tion, that this measure, though in itself one of great advantage, 
as far as it applied to the division destined for the attack of 
Walcheren, by placing the transports, store-ships^ and small 
craft in security, was, if carried further, certainly not a little at 
variance with the leading purpose of the expedition, iuamely Ae 
running with the right wii^, and the advance of the army iat 
once up the West Scheldt, at tbe same moment that the attack 
upon Walcheren was proceeding; but that even this need iiot 
have delayed it for more than three or four days, unless on accomft 
of naval difficulties, which it will be for the Admiral, not for 
me, to explain, I deny ; for as soon as Ter Veer and the FM 
of Ram makins fell, which happ^ed on the Sd of August, fhe 
passage of the Sloe was open to the transports arid gun vessets; 
or they might have entered by the Durloo or by the 2kNitl^M 
passages, the batteries of Dyskook, of Vygeetor, and the SaHe, 
having been all carried by the army early on the UX of August ; 
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and the same day the battery of Borslen, at Ae South-west eifd 
of South Bevelandy was abandoned on the moyement of a 
detachment from the corps under Sir John Hope'; and I know 
of nothing (but this, of course, is a point for the Admiral to 
speak to) to have prevented the line of battle ships and frigates 
from coming in and passing up above Flushings in the first 
instance^ according to the plan originally decided upon. 

'^ Before^ however^ I pursue further the details of the pro- 
ceedings of the army, governed as they necessarily were (until a 
footing should be gained on the Continent) by the movements 
of the navy, I must for a moment refer to two separate opera- 
tions ; the one under Lieutenant-General Lord Huotley and 
Commodore Owen> and the other under Lieutenant-General 
Sir John Hope and Rear- Admiral Sir Richard Keats ; but 
both directed to assist and ensure a rapid progress up the 
Scheldt, had the Admiral found it practicable in other respects. 
With respect to the former, which was destined to destroy die 
Cadsand Batteries, and particularly that of Breskeus, had it 
been carried at once into effect, and that the Admiral could 
have availed himself of it, to take the ships up the West Scheldt 
by the Weeling Passage, it would have been of the utmost 
advantage ; but it was certainly rather fortunate it did not take 
place at a later period, as, after all the transports, store-ships. 
Sec, were ordered into the Veer Gat, and the plan of running 
at once up the West Scheldt by the Weeling Channel seemed 
abandoned, the object of destroying the Cadsand Batteries 
ceased, and a landing there would only have been an unneces- 
sary risk, and a very inconvenient separation of our force, and 
of course occasioned great delay in collecting it for ulterior 
operations. It must not however be forgotten, that the diffi« 
culties here turned out to be much greater than had been at all 
foreseen before we sailed. In the first place, the beach was' so 
exposed, that in blowing weather it was found impossible to 
land, and, from what cause I know not, the Marquis of Hunl> 
ley's division could not be taken up, in the first instance, high 
enough to attack the Breskens Battery, the only one, from its 
situation, of much importance. In addition to this, the enemy^ 
who had been represented by all the intelligence commimicated 
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te me to be very weak, almost actually without troops in that 
quarter, appeared to be well prepared, and in considerable force. 
Under these circumstances, according to Lord Huntley's report^ 
Commodore Owen appears to have experienced great disap- 
pointment in not havhig the support of Lord Gardner's fleet and 
of his boats; but his Lordship, as I believe, could never enter 
the Wealing Channel at all ; nor indeed was 1 ever acquainted 
with what instructions were given to him on this head. 

*' When it was found that Lord Hundey's division could 
neither land nor proceed by the Weeling Passage up the Scheldt^ 
as I had intended they should, it was determined to withdraw 
them ; but from the boisterous state of the weather, it was 
some days before this could be effected. As soon as it was 
accomplished, they were passed over to South Beveland. 

^^ With respect to Sir John Hope's operation, it was more pro* 
sperous. The objeqt of it was this : — ^In the original arrange- 
ment for carrying the army at once up the West Scheldt, Sir 
John Hope's division was included ; but just before we sailed, 
the Admiral received intelligence that the French fleet was come 
down abreast of Flushing, and seemed to threaten to oppose our. 
passage up the Scheldt. 

** In this view, it was conceived that, by a landing on the 
North Side ot South Beveland, the island might be possessed, 
and all the batteries taken in reverse, and thereby the position of. 
the French fleet, if they ventured to remain near Flushing, would 
be, as it were, turned, and their retreat rendered more difficult, 
while the attack on them by our ships would have been niucb 
facilitated ; and for this object, the division of Sir John Hope: 
rather preceded, in aaUing from the Downs, the rest of the 
fleet. 

'' The navigation* of the East Scheldt was found, nost^diffi- 
cult; but by the skill and perseverance of Sir Richard Keati, 
this purpose was happily and early accomplished,, though the. 
troops were carried a great way in schuyts and boats ; and this 
division was lauded near Ter-Goes, from whence they swept all 
the batteries in the island that cojuld impede, the progress of our 
fihips up the West Scheldt, and possesjs^ t^emsehes on the 2d 



of Augiut of the important post of Batz, to which it had been 
promised the anny should at once have been brought up. 

^ Sir John Hope remained in possession of this post^ though 
not without being twice attacked by the enemy's flotilla, for nine 
days before any of the gun-boats under Captain Sir Home 
Popbam were moved up the Sch* !dt to his support. 

** But it will be recollected that both these operations tended 
directly to forward die original purpose of a rapid progress up 
the Scheldt ; the former by opening the Cadsand channel, could 
the landing of Lord Huntley's division have been effected ; the 
second, by covering the progress of our fleet along the coast of 
South Beveland ; while this division under Sir John Hope was 
at ihe same time so far advanced towards the destination at which 
the rest of the armament was to be assembled. 

*' It will now only be necessary for me to bring before Your 
Majesty the dates at which the several parts of the amnuneni 
were enabledi according to the arrangement of Sir Richard 
Strachan, to pursue their progress up the Scheldt. In this 
place, however, it may be proper that I should previously 
advert to the grounds on which the 3d division under Lieute- 
nant*General Grosvenor, as well as the two light battalions at 
the King's German Legion, (composing part of the force 
destined in the first instance to proceed against Antwerp,) were 
landed at Walcheren and employed before Flushing. 

^' Your Majesty will be pleased to recollect, that the troop» 
which sailed from Portsmouth, under Lieutenant^Greuend Sir 
Eyre Coote, were destined for the service of Walcheren^ and 
had been considered as sufficient for that object^ according 
to the intelligence received, and the supposed strength of the 
enemy; though, at the same time, certainly relying, for die 
first efforts against Flushing, on the promised co-operation of 
the navy, and on their establishing, as was held out, in the 
first instance, a naval blockade, except on the side of Veer 
and Rammakins. Unfortunately, however, this did not take 
place, and for several nights after the army was before Hush- 
ing, the enemy succeeded in throwing from the opposite 
coast, probab/y from the Canal of Ghent, considerable rein- 
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forcements into die place, which enabled him eonstandy to 
annoy our out-posts and working-parties^ and finally to attempit 
a sally in force, though happily, from the valour of Your 
Majesty's troops, without success. This proving very harasfr- 
ing, particularly from the great difficulty of communication Imh 
tween tbe several parts of our line, I determined, in order to re- 
lieve the troops and press forward d&e Biege with as much vigour 
as possible, to avail myself for the time of tiie services of 
these corps ; but it is to be remembered, that this was only, done 
because I saw no movement making to push forvrard a single 
vessel up the West Scheldt ; and it therefore seemed more ad- 
visable to have their assistance before Flushing, than that they 
should lie inactive in the Veer Grat ; and they might at any 
time be re-embarked from Rammakins in a few hours, whei^ 
ever their transports could be brought up from Veer, and diere 
was the least chance of our proceeding to our ulterior desti* 
nation. 

'* I have already stated that Rammakins surrendered on die 
evening of the 3d of August. 

'^ Immediately upon this event, feeling, as I did, great ui^ 
easiness at the delay which had already taken place, and at the 
departure from the orignal plan, I wrote a letter to tbe Admiral^ 
then at Ter Veer, expressing my hope, that the ships would now 
be able to enter the West Scheldt by the Sloe passage, and that 
no time should be lost in pressing forward as speedily as possi- 
ble our further operations ; and I requested, at the same time, 
that he would communicate to me the extent of Naval eo-opera«- 
tion he could afford, as well for the future blockade of Fludiing, 
as with a view to protecting the coasts of South Beveland and 
watching the passages from tbe Meuse to the East Scheldt ; as 
this consideration would govern very much the extent of force I 
must be obliged to leave in South Beveland, when tbe army ad* 
vanced. To this letter he did not reply fully till the 8th of August; 
but 1 had a note from him on the dth, assuring me the transports 
should be brought forward without delay ; and I had also a 
very long conversation with him on the morning of the .6th, on 
the arrangements to be taken for our further operations^ when 
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I UTgad, in the strongest manner, the necessity of not losing s 
moment in bringing up the cavalry and ordnance ships, limns- 
ports, store-ships, victuallers, 8tc. 8tc., in order that the armament 
might proceed without delay to its destination ; and I added my 
hopes, that they would receive the protection of the ships of 
war, none of which had jet entered the West Scheldt. 

" To all of this, and to the several arrangements expfadned lo 
him in detail, he fully assented. 

** In his reply to my letter of the 4tfa, mi the 8th of Augnst, he 
acquaints me that several of the smaller vessels of different de- 
scriptions had passed through the intricate passage of die Sloe, 
and that he had ordered the frigates to pass up the West Scheldt, 
to be followed bj the line of battle ships ; and he gave hopes that 
he should be able to go up the river with the flotilla oo the lOth 
of August at furthest, and that the frigates and line of battle 
ships should follow, as they came in, in succession. 

'' The frigates however did not pass Flushing till the evening 
of the 1 Ithy and the line of battle ships only passed to the an- 
chorage above Flushing on the 14th, the second day of the bom- 
bardment. 

" These ships began to proceed up the river on the 18tb, and 
arrived on the 19(h ; one division as high as the bay bdow 
Waerden, the other off the Hanswent, where they remained ; the 
Courageux passed above Batz ; the cavalry ships only gol 
through the Sloe passage into tlie West Scheldt, from the SOth 
to the Sdrd, aud arrived off Batz on the 22nd and d4th ; die 
ordnance ships and store ships passed through from the 22iid to 
the 23rd, and arrived at their destination off Batz on the S4th 
and 25 th; the transports for Lieutenant-GeneralGrosvenor'a dn 
vision only came up to receive them on the 19th, oo which day 
they embarked ; and those for Major-General Graham's division 
on the 20th and 2 1 st ; and they arrived off Batz on the 24th. The 
corps of Brigadier-General Rottenburgh, and the light battaliooa 
of the German Legion, proceeded to join the Earl of Roaalyn^a 
division in South Beveland. 

" From this statement, Your Majesty will see that, notwith- 
standing every effort on my part with the admiral, the armament 
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Avas not assembled at the point of its destination till the 25th, and 
of course that the means of commencing operations sooner 
against Antwerp were never in my power. 

" It now became, at this advanced period, my duty to consi- 
der very seriously the expediency of landing the army on the con- 
tinent. On comparing all the intelligence obtained as to the 
strength of the enemy, it appeared to be such as to leave (as 
stated in my dispatch of the 29th of August) no reasonable pros-' 
peel for the force under my command, after accomplishing the 
preliminary operations of reducing Fort Lillo, as well as Lief- 
kenshoeck on the Opposite side of Antwerp, without the pos-' 
session of which the destruction of the ships and arsenals of the 
enemy could not be effected ; and in addition to this, the sick- - 
ness which had begun to attack the army about the 20th, and 
which was hourly increasing to an alarming extent, created the"' 
most serious apprehensions in the minds of the medical men, as 
to its further progress at that unhealthy season, and which fatal 
experience has since shown to have been but too well founded. 

*' Your Majesty will not be surprised if, under these circum- 
stances, I paused in requiring the admiral to put the army on shore. 
That a landing might have been made, and that any force that had, 
been opposed to us in the field would have yielded ta the su- 
perior valor of British troops, 1 haVe no doubt ; but then, any 
such success could have been of no avail towards the attain- 
ment of the ultimate object, and there was still less chance 4hat 
the enemy would have given us the opportunity. Secure in his- 
fortresses, he had a surer game to play ; for if ever the army, di- 
vided, as it must necessarily have been, in order to occupy both 
banks of the river, exposed to the effects of inundation on every 
side, and with all its communications liable to be cut off, while 
the force of the enemy was daily and hourly increasing, had once 
sat down before Antwerp, it is unnecessary for me to point out 
to Your Majesty, how critical must in a short time have been 
their situation. But when, added to this, sickness to an alarm- 
ing extent had begun to spread itself among the troops, and the 
certain and fatal progress of which, at that season, was but too 
well ascertained, it appeared to me, that all further advance oould 
only tend to commit irretrievably the safety of the army which 
Ji.M.Cal. I. ' 2B 
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Your Mqesty bad confided to me, and which ever; principle of 
militarj duty, as well as the direct tenor of my inatructioiMx alike 
forbad. 

"^ In tbifl itate of things, i considered that diere was left sue 
no alternative, but to pursue the course £ have abeadj staled 
for Your Majesty's information in n^ dispatch of tha. fiSfdi of 
August; and that conduct I now most humbly»1mt at die same 
time with perfiect confidence, submit to Your Majesty's judg» 
ment 

'^ 1 shall here close this report, which has I finu* already de- 
tained Your Majesty but too long, by observing that wherever it 
has been necessary for me to advert to the disappointments es- 
perienced, through the arrangements of the admiral, in the naval 
co-operation I bad been taught to expect, I have confined my- 
self to stating the facts, abstaining, as it became me, from all 
comment, and leaving it to the admiral, in such report as lie may- 
make of his proceedings, to bring under Your Majesty's vfew 
the circumstances which may have occasioned ihem, and above 
all, to account for the difficulties which prevented the limst- 
mont of Flushing, (a point never even doubted of before) as 
well as to show the obstacles which presented themselves to die 
early progress of the armament up the West Scheldt, which 
operation 1 had always looked upon as the primary object of his 
instructions, and on the accomplishment of which our beet hopes 
of success in any of the ulterior objects of the expedition princi- 
pally, if not wholly, depended. 

(Signed) «< Chatham, Lieutenant-General." 

" October 15th, 1809." 

48. General Alexander CampbbIl. 

This officer entered the service as an ensign in the 42d 
regiment, in April 1760, which he joined in Ireland; he ob- 
tained a Lieutenancy in the 2d Batulion Royals in the end of 
the year 1770, which regiment he joined in Minorca ; a cooya- 
ny in the 50th regiment (which he never joined) in August, 1772 ; 
and a company in the 62d regiment, in the mouth of September 
of the same year. He joined the latter regiment in Irelapd, 
and embarked with it for Canada, where he served as Captain 
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of ligbt infantiy under General Carleton in the campaign of 
I77£v ^^^ that of 1777 under General Burgoyne. After the 
•orrender of the aniiy at Saratoga, in the end of the year 17779 
thia officer having procured a Majority in the 74tb foot, dated 
S6tli ]>eceari>er of that year, obtained an exchange from the 
Americans, and r^Miiring to New York, was appointed to 
serve as Major to the 1st Battalion of light infantry, in which 
situation he continued two campaigns, and at tiie end of die 
war commanded at Penobscot, after which he joined the 62d, 
in which he received a Lieutenant-Colonelcy the 3 1st of De- 
cember, 1782. He remained with his regiment in Scotland and 
in Ireland until 1789^ when he exchanged into the dd guards^ 
ill which he served, as Captain of Light Infantry, the campa^ 
of 1703, and part of 1794, under the Dube of York; but 
having got the rank of Colonel on the liltb of October, 1793, 
and having raised the ll6th regiment in 1794t he first served as 
Brigadier^General, and afterwards as Major-General on the 
Staff of what was called Lonl Moin*s army, (the date of die 
last commission the fl6th of Febmary, 179^*) H* aerved in 
the West Indies under Sir Ralph Abermmbji!; m tiiejear 1796» 
and on the lOdi November of th« sane jmm w«b appointed 
Colonel of the 7tb West India R^pnrait. AAu^ which be. 
served on the Suff at Newcastle* (1 7979) in Ireland in 1798, 
and subsequently in Scotland. In iSOt, for the first time^ he 
was on half-pay ; but having received the rank of Lieutenant* 
General the £9tb of April, 1808^ he was phced on the Steft 
in Ireland and Scothind for five jears. He vras appointed 
Colonel of the l3di foot the ilth of July, 1804; General 1st 
of January, !8U; and Colonel of the S2d fo«^ the 15th of 
Februai^^ 1813. 

49. OsNBiUii. William Morshead. 

The SSd of April 1771» this officer received an ensigncy in 
the Coldstream guarde; in which he was appointed Lieutenant 
and Captain dth of February, 1776 ; Captain and lieutenant- 
Colonel, 5th of February, 1785 ; Aid-de-Carop to the Kmg, and 
Colonel in the army, 9KMi of October, 1793; Majw-General 
the S6th of February, 179^ ; the Colondoy <rf his present re- 
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giment, the 5l8t Light- In fan try, the 9th of May^ 1800; and 
the brevet of Lieutenant-General the 29th of April, 1802 ^ and 
that of General the 1st of January, 1812. ^ 

In February, 1793 he embarked with the troops for Holland, 
and M'as in every action in which the guards were engaged from 
that period till the return of the army, in May, 1795, M^ith the 
exception of the affair at Lincelles. in October, 179*5, be 
embarked for the West Indies, under Sir Ralph Abercromby ; 
was at the taking of St. Lucie, and commanded the storming 
party at the Vigie, hi the island of St. Vincent's ; was second 
in command under Sir Ralph at Porto Rico, and returned to 
lijigland for the recovery of his health in 179S. In • 1800 he 
went under Sir James Pulteney, in the expedition to Ferrol ; 
since which he has not been employed on foreign service. In 
1801 and 1802 he was on the Staff in Cornwall. (. 

50. General Francis Dundas. 

This ofHcer was appointed, the 4th of April, 1775, to an 
Ensigncy in the 1st Foot Guards ; in May, 1777, he joined 
the army in North America^ and was present at the battles 
of Brandywine and Germantown, and at the siege of ten forts 
before the close of the campaign on the river Delaware. Afier 
their reduction, in December, the detachment of guards, -em- 
ployed on that service, rejoined the army and went into winter 
quarters at Philadelphia. The 23d of January, 1778, he re^ 
ceived a Lieutenancy with the r£lnk of Captain in his regiment. 
He served the campaign of this year, and was present in the 
action at Monmouth; on the march of the British army from 
Philadelpiiia to New York, in which the 2d battalion of guards 
were principally engaged, and having soon after .been appointed 
to the light company of that corps, he was employed on various 
detached services in 1778 and 1779, in the course of which the 
company to which he belonged sustained considerable losses. 
The corps of guards being detached into South Carolina, joined 
the army under Lord Cornwallis, in 1780, and the light company 
forming his I^ordship's advanced guard, it was almost every day 
engaged ; and this officer commanded it at the batt/e of Guild- 
ford^ and at York Town. He soon after purchased a company 
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in the guards^ wkh the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel ; and the 
11th of April, 1783, exchanged into the 4«3th, from which he 
was transferred, the 10th of March, 1787, to the Ist foot. With 
the latter corps he embarked for Jamaica at the end of 17dO> 
and returned to England in July, 1791. The l6lh of October, 
1 793, he was appointed Aid-de-Camp to the King, and received 
the brevet of Colonel. He was employed with the latter rank in 
the West Indies, as Adjutant-General to Sir Charles Grey's army, 
and was present at the siege of Martinique, and the other islands, 
in 1 794 ; and on his return to England, being appointed Colb- 
nel-Commandant of the Scotch brigade, he joined it in Scotland, 
and raised a new battalion. The 26th of February, 1795, he 
received the rank of Major-General, and was employed on the 
Staff in North Britain till ordered to join the army preparing for 
foreign service, under Sir Ralph Abercromby, at Southampton. 
Having returned to Portsmouth with the expedition, he was soon 
after appointed to take the command at the Cape, and in August, 
1796, he embarked accordingly. Being appointed Lieutenant- 
Governor, with the command of the troops under the Governor, 
he continued in that government until Lord Macartney returned to 
England, leaving him to act as Civil Governor, November, 1798. 
On the arrival of Lord Macartney's successor, in December, 
1799, Major-General Dundas resumed his former situation ; but 
that officer being recalled, in 1801, the civil, with the military 
authority, again devolved on Major-General Dundas, and he held 
both till the evacuation of the settlement in 1803. On his return 
to England, June, 1803, he was placed on the Staff in the South- 
ern district, under Sir David Dundas. In the latter end of 1805, 
he was appointed to the command of a division ordered to join 
the army assembling in Hanover, under Lord Cathcart; and on 
his return, in I8O6, he was again appointed to the Staff in the 
Southern district. The 29th of April, 1802, he received the 
rank of Lieutenant-General ; the Ist of January, 1812, that of 
General ; and the 7th of January, 1809, the Colonelcy of hin 
present regiment, the 71st Foot. He was appointed Governor 
of Carrickfergus in Ireland, in 1787, and transferred in January, 
1817> to the government of Dumbarton Castle in Scotland. 
This old and distinguished officer was never upon half-pay. 
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51. General Alexandbb Ross. 

Thi5 officer commeDced hU military career as an Ensign, 

in the 50th foot, in February. 1760; the 92d May, 1761, he 

received his Lieutenancy, and shortly after was reduced upon 

half-pay as Lieutenant, in that regiment. The 4th of July, 1764, 

he paid the difference for coming upon full pay into the 45th, in 

which he rose to the rank of Captain, the .SOth May, 1775. He 

obtained the brevet of Major, in 1781 ; of lieutenant-Colond, 

the igtii of July, 1783 ; and of Colonel, the 1^^ of October, 

179s, «ihen he was appointed Aid*de-Camp to the King. Tlie 

26th of iebniary, 1 795, he received the rank of Major-Octtenl ; 

the Ist September, 1795, lie was appointed Lieutenant*CoIone1 

of the 76ih ; the 22d of December, 1797, Colonel of the 8Dtb ; 

the 28th of March, 1801, Colonel of tlie 59th; the £Ocb of 

April, 1802, Lieutenant-Gencral; and the Ist of January, 18i\9, 

General. He was in all the actions alter the beginning of the 

year 1 760, with the allied array in Germany ; in all tlie principal 

actions of the American war, durmg a part of which he served as 

Captahi of grenadiers, and the latter part of it as Aid-de-Campto 

Lord Cornuitllis. After the American war, he was for some 

time Deputy -Adjutant-General in Scotland; and from thence he 

went to be Adjutant-General to the King's troops, in the. £ast 

Indies, during the period that the late Marquess Corawallis.com- 

mandt;d in that country, and was present in every action .dwt 

took place at that time. General Ross has since been appoiiitcd 

Governor of Forts George and Augustus. 

He is also one of the Consolidated Board of General Officera. 

52. General, Francis Viscount Killmorey, M. P. 

This officer (as the Honorable Francis Needham)^ was ap- 
pointed Cornet 18th dragoons^ in December 1762; Coniet 
1st dragoons in 1763 ; Lieutenant Ist dragoons, in 1773 ; and 
Captain 17th dragoons Slst May 1774. He served the whole 
of the American war ; was present at the blockade of Bosfoiii 
at New York, affairs in the Jerseys, battle of White Plains, 
battle of Freehold, in Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, and Virginia, 
at the affair at Elizabeth town, under General Knypfaauaen, 
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and in ^very engagement in which the 17ib dragoons were 
engaged!* From the 17th dragoons Captain Needham exchang- 
ed to the 76th foot^ in which he was promoted to a Majority. 
He served at the si^gie of York town and was there taken prisoner. 
:At'the;peace*9f 1783^ he Was placed on half-pay ; he was next 
appointed ta* 'a' Majority in the 80th foot; the QOth February^ 
.I.7<83/Lieutenant-Colotiol I04thfoot; 2d April, 1783^ Captfdn 
and Lieutenant-Colonel 1st foot guards; Colonel in the army, 
ifroih., being appointed Aid-de-Camp to His Majesty, £Otb 
iy\ipe<;elmbier, 1793; 3d Major 1st foot guards, l6th February, 
'-* 1 795 ; Major-General 26th February, 1795; 2d Major 1st 
I foot gnards, 3 1st August, 1708; 1st Major 25th November, 
-'i 1799 ; Lieutenant-Colonel 1st foot guards, 2l8t August, 1801 ; 
I Lieutenant-General 20th April, 1802; Colonel 5th veteran^ 
^ 'battalion l6th April, 1804. In 1794 he was appointed Adjutant- 
fi General to Lieutenant^General Lord Moira, now Marquiess of 
; Hastings, on the expedition to the eoast of France ; in April, 
' *. ' 1795, he was placed on the home Staff,.and subtequendy dettcb- 
' .' ed second in command to Major-Gheneral (now Sir John) Doyle, 
• with Monsieur Comte D*Artois,and his suites to take posseasiott 
*' of Isle Dieu ; which place the troops maintained as long at the 
. navy could afford them any protection* During the Irish 
I'. '' rebellioni and for six years, he served on the Staff in Ireland ; be 
' M .wajB at the battles of Vin^ar Hill, anobad the sole commaml 
* at Arclow. The 25th June, 1810, be recerred the Cdonelcj of 
> his.pitsent regiment, the 86th loot; and the 1st January, 1812, 
.' ''. the rank of General. . 

* : * . .Exempting his Cometcy in the 18th dragoons, bis Lordship 

. • . has. purchased all his commisaons : on being reduced as Major 

; * on the half-pay of the 76th foot, be purchased the Majori^ of 

Jl^ the 80th ; subsequently the lieutenaht-Colonelcy of the lOith ; 

. ^ . and paid the difference of the exchange into the 1st foot guards. 

>• His Lordship has been fifty-seven years in the senwst, 

;' twenty-one of which (till reduced as Major of the 76tb) wmv 

*.* .passed in duty with his regiments, and the principal part of tbt 

i^Rnainder in active employ and conmiand. 

sj^s General Meedliam, this officer was member of Parlia- 
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meiit for NewTv. Ill 1810, he succeeded his brotber,-4he late 
Viscount KiHuiorey, in liis tiile and estates. 

53. Gkneral Henry Pigot. 

The military career of this officer commenced the S^rd of 
January, 17()D, ^\ilh aCornetcy in llie Isl dragoons; the Ifilh of 
March^ 177.5, he received a company in the l4lh hght dragoons |[ 
and contiiiui'd in that service till 1783, when he was appointed 
Adjutant General of Ireland, and obtained the rank of Lieu- i 
tenant-Colonel, his commission being dated the 6th May .of that •.*' 
year. The 31st May, 1787> he was appointed to a company -: 
in the 3d regiment of guards. Jle went to Holland with the '1 
brigade of guards in 1793; was at the siege of Valencieoiiies, ^ 
the action of LincelleS| and all the actions in which the^bri* • 
gade was engaged in the campaigns of 1793 and 179^^* The** 
if^Oih December, 1794, he received the rank of Colonel, and \ 
was appointed Aid-de-Canip to the King ; tiie 26th February, • 
179^^ he obtained the rank of Major-General, and was sendo 
Ireland in the spring of that year, on the Staff; in Novem- '•* 
ber of the same year, he was ordered to the West Indies^ 
under Sir Ralph Ahercroniby; he twice sailed for that desti^ 
nation ; the expedition, after being near two months at ffea, 
owing to contrary winds, was obliged to retur«, when,* It be- • 
ing determined not to send so many troops, the two youngest. V^ 
Major-Generals attached to the expedition, Major-Genera Is 

Pundas and Pigot, were ordered not to proceed. In ' 
1 • • • ■ 

the sprmg of 1796 this officer was sent to Gibraltar, where be /■ 

continued on the Staff two years; the e3d October 1798'he \^na ' V 

appointed Colonel of his present regiment, the 62d foot, and'.Wek • 

placed on the Stafi'at Canterbury under the late General Lord 

Grey; in 1 799 he was appointed to command in the Isleof VVighr; ? 

in the spring of 1800 he cmbarke<l for Minorca with the first di-. .^ 

vision of troops composing an expedition which was to assemble * * 

there under the late General Sir Charles Stuart, but which ww ' •• 

ultimately commanded by Sir Kalph Abercromby; on..^Sir,';.' 

Ralph coining out to Minorca, this ofiicer was ordered to Maftfi,. : 

to lake the command of the iiiockade of La Valelte, the sU:^e 
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of which place had been ably carried on by the present Lieu- 
tenant-General Lord Lynedoch.-r-General Pigot arrived in tiale 
to have the honor of transmitting an account of the complete 
success of the British arms^ the surrender of Malta taking 
place in September, 1800. He returned to England at the 
peace, in the beginning of 1802; and the 20th April of that 
yea he was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant-General. In 
the beginning of 1804 he was placed on the Staff in Ireland ; and 
in May 1803 was removed to the Staff in England, and continued 
on it till 1810. He was promoted to the rank of General the 
1st January 1812. 

\ This officer had the honor of depositing the remains of our 
gallant General Sir Ralph Abercromby, under the castle of 
St. Elmo in the fortress of La Valette, opposite the entrance to 
^he harbour of Malta, to which Island his body was conveyed 
by his friend Lord Keith. The following is a translation of the 
•Latin inscription engraved on the General's monument : 
'* Ralph (or Rodolph) Abercromby, of Scotland, Knight of tlie 
Balli ; a man of probity, elevated mind, and the most invincible 
courage ; and havini^, in the wars with America and Holland, 
'acquired great fame ; whom George 3dy King of Great Britain^ 
to the satisfaction of his people, appointed Commander-in- 
Chief of the British land-troops in the Mediterranean, and cii- 
f rusted with an expedition against Egypt, to dispossess the Friench 
of that coast ; where he opposed that powerful foe, firmly 
maintained his post, and never desisted his pursuit, till at length, 
iji a cruel and bloody battle, fought at Alexandria, March the 
'21st, ISO I ; in tlie beginning of the action, and in the certainty 
df victory, he received a mortal wound, of which he died, uni- 
versally beloved by all, on the 28th of the same month, and in 
Ae (J8tli year of his age ; a most skilful general, prudent in his 
counsels, brave in execution, and of inviolable faith ; iconspi- 
Cuous for preserving the glory of his King and country, kis 
King and country regret his loss. Hen by Pigot, appointed 
by royal autliority, Commander-in-Chief of this Island, cauml 
the ajjiiesof this best of Generals to be here publicly interred, the 
'29th day of April in the same year, for the love of his co'dntry." 
The British nation granted to tlie memory of Sir Ralph an 
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elegant cenotaph, and a peerage for his widow, with a pension of 
two thousand pounds per annum. 

54. Genebal Gborob Bbbkabd. 

The nth November^ 1762, this officer received an Ensign- 
cy in the 30th foot ; the 8th Augiut, 1763, a lieutenancy in 
the lOdth. He was on half-pay from 1763, to 17th Janu- 
ary, 1767f when he was appointed lieutenant in the £2d fbo^ 
and on the Sd August, ] 769> Lieutenant in the 6th dragoons. 
In the latter regiment he obtained a troop the 27th June, 1774; 
and the 30th November, 1780, was removed to the £2d light 
dragoons; the SOtb November, 1782, he received the Mqori^ 
of the 23d light dragoons ; the 4th April, 1 783, the lieutenant- 
Colonelcy of the 86th foot. The 2d November, 1793, he was 
appointed lieutenant-Colonel of the 84th ; and the 28lli Fe- 
bruary 1794, Colonel ; the Sd May, 1796, he received the rank 
of Major-General ; that of Lieutenant-General the 25th Sqp- 
tember, 1803 ; and that of General the 4th June, 1813. 

In 1793 he raised his present regiment, the 84th foot| and 
accompanied it to Walcheren, in 1795, and afterwards joined 
the army in Holland ; he was sent home to raise a second bat- 
talion, which was completed in September, 1795, and reduced in 
1796. In April 1808 he again raised a 2d battalion to the 84th. 

55. Genbeal Sib George NuoBNT, Bart. G.C.B. M.P. 

This officer was educated at the Royal Militaiy Acaden^ tf^ 
Woolwich ; he was appointed to an Ensigncy in the 39da fotA 
the 5th of July, 1778, vrhich regiment he joined at Gibraltar in 
February, 1774, where he remained until March, 1776. The 
23d of November, 1 775, he obtained a lieutenancy m ibe Tdi 
foot ; in September, 1777, he joined his regiment at New Yorir, 
and was employed in the expedition up Hudson's River, imder 
Sir Henry Clinton, for the relief of General Burgoyoe's amsy : 
he was present at the capture of forts Montgomery and Clhiton, 
by assault ; he then proceeded with his regiment to Phi l adelplua , 
and there remained till the evacuation of that plaee by the 
British, in June, 1778. The 28th of April in the latter year 
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he obtained a Company in the ^7th^ and served widi Aat corpa 
in North America, where he was engaged in various deaiik^Mry 
services : the 3d of May, 17B2, he was promoted to a Majority 
in the 57th, which he commanded during the latter part of the 
war ill that country; and in November, 17B3, letumed to 
England. The 8th of September, 1783f he received the Lieu- 
tenant-Colonelcy of the 97th, aiul was -placed OH half-pay; the 
£6th of December, 1787, he was appointed Ueuteimnt-Colonel 
in the ISth foot ; and about the same time first Aid-de-Camp to 
the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland. The l^h of June, 1789, he 
was removed to the Lieutenant-Colonelcy <rf the 4th dragoon 
guards; and the 6th of October, 1790, exchanged into the 
Coldstream guards. He accompanied die brigade of guards to 
the continent in March, 1793, and served the campa^ of that 
year in Flanders* He was at the siege of Valenciennes, buttle, 
of St. Amand, and action at Lincelles, 8cc. 8cc. 8lc. ; and on 
the army going into vrinter quarters, he returned home for the 
purpose of raising a regiment, the S^th, which he completed in 
three months from the date of the letter <rf service ; and the 
£8th February, 1 794, obtained the rank of Colonel. In Sep- 
tember following he accompanied his regiment to Walcheren, 
where he held the local rank of Brigadier*General ; and in Or« 
tober joined the army of the Duke of York, and obtained the 
command of a brigade of the line, cantoned in and near to the 
town of Tiel on thcj Waal. In April, 179^^ he was appointed 
Brigadier- General on the Staff in Ireland; MajoNOenenrf in 
the army the 3d of May, 1796, havii^ held the command of the 
* Northern district in Ireland, during die whole of the rebdfidn ; 
and Adjutant-General in Ireland, July 179% in which situation 
he continued till the 1st of April, 1801^ when he was appointed 
Lieutenant-Governor and Commander-in-Chief of Jamuca, 
with the local rank of lieutenant-General, and where he continu- 
ed until the 2Qth of February, 1806, when he returned home. 
The 25th of September, 1803, he received the rank of lieu- 
tenant-General in the army ; and the f21st of August, 1806^ was 
placed on the Staff in Great Britain, where he contiaiied till 
October I809. The 27 th of Deeember, 1«05, be mwed the 
Colonelcy of the (Mnd foot; the fl6th of May, 1606 that of his 
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present regiment the fitli foot ; and the rank of Grerieral the 
4th of June 181 J. He was appointed Commander-in-Chief 
of all tlie King's and Conipany*s forces in the Eiwt Indies early in 
the year IS 11, and second in council at Calcutta ; and returned 
to England after a four years' absence, having been succeeded 
in his military capacity by (veneral the Earl of Moira. lliis 
officer is captnin or keeper of the. garrison of St. Ma>^'s, 

The foUo^ving is a<;opy of a letter. from this officer to Uew- 
tenant-General . Lake, relative to some of the operatiom 
against the rebels in Ireland, which, from not being published at 
the time, should be here recorded. 

"Sir, *' Belfast, June IS, 1798. 

" Having received intelligence on the 9th instant, that the 
rebels were assembling in and about Saintfield and Ballyua- 
hinch, in great force, I or<lered Lieutenant- Colonel Stewart 
of the 33rd regiment. Assistant Quarter-Master-General, to pro- 
ceed from hence to Blaris, to take the conmiand of the Argyle 
Eencibles, with one battalion gun, together with what dra- 
goons Major-General Goldie could «pare from LisbumaJid Hil- 
lisboiough,and to proceed to Bailynahinch to dislodge, any. force 
of ihe rebels he should And there, take post near that' place, 
and wait for my further orders. Lieutenant-Colonel Stewart 
reports that on his arrival within two miles of Ballynahincir, 
about four o'clock in the morning of the 10th instant, he received 
information, that the r^jbels, about 700 strong, were in posses- 
sion of the town, and had taken some yeomanry prisoners, 
who had been stationed there. Finding that he could not get 
on soon enough with the infantry and guns, he proceeded with ' 
small parties of cavalry in different directions, and entered the 
town ; but the rebels had been informed of his approach, and 
were flying in large parties towards Saintfield ; about 70 of 
them look to the close woods in front of Lord Moira's house, 
and near the river. Lieutenant-Colonel Stewart ordered the 
dragoons to surround the wood, which they effected completely: 
and on the arrival of the infantry, he sent two companies of the 
Argyle f encibles and some yeomanry into the wood, who killed 
between 40 and 50 of them, and the others were cut down 
by the dragoons in attempting to escape. The rebels left the 
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yeomanry prisoners taken by tliem in the town. After Lieute-. 
nant-Colonel Stewart had recotinoifrefd the country, and sent 
strong patroles towards the enemy's camp at Saintfield, he took 
a strong position near Ballynahinch. At' two o'clock P. M. he 
received my orders to proceed to Downpatrick,'and secure that 
post, and he arrived there with his^ detachment at seven o'clock 
in the evening. The I^ieut^nant^Colonel having made the 
necessary arrangements for the security of Downpatrick, waited . 
my further orders, which he received at half past ten o'clock 
A. M. of the l2th instant, to co-operate with me in an attack 
on Saintfield, &c. at twelve o'clock on that day. For this pur-^ 
pose I moved from Belfast at nine o'clock A. M. with the 
Monaghan militia and Fife fencibles, wiih 60 of the 22nd 
light dragoons, and a detachment of the Royal Artillery with 6 
six-pounders, and 2 howitzers. On our approach to Saintfield> 
I found the rebels had destroyed several of the bridges, which occa« 
sioned a considerable delay : on our arrival at Saintfield, I found 
that the rebels had fled to a strong post on the Windmill HHlJ 
near Ballynahinch. On my leaving Belfast, I had ordered 
Colonel Stapylton, with the York fencibles, 100 of the Mo^ 
naghan militia, 40 of the 22nd light dragoons, and one field- 
piece, to take post at Cumber to cut off the retreat of the 
rebels to the Ardes if they had stood at their camp at Saintfield ! 
and he reports that he had cut off and destroyed a great number of 
them when endeavouring to make their escape that way. I halted 
a short time at Saintfield to obtain information, and finding that 
all the inhabitants in and about this place had quitted their 
houses, and had joined the rebels, I ordered the town of Saintfield 
to be burnt. I then proceeded towards Ballynahinch, and find* 
ing the intelligence I had received to be true, 1 formed the 
Monaghan regiment in line fronting the Windmill Hill, to wait 
for Lieutenant-Colonel Stewart's detachment. '^The rebels 
were in such numbers that I was apprehensive of their turning 
my right flank, which they indeed attempted, and which induced 
me to form the Fife fencibles en potence with the Monaghan 
militia. Lieutenant-Colonel Stewart, with his detachm^t; 
strengthened by 100 of the York fencibles, and sonie 
yeomanry infantry, from Uie garrison of Do\tnpirtrick, now 
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joiMd mc, and racMved onitntoformon dieleft of ditMoasg- 
han militM, and to drive the rabab from their poaC on Wind- 
nill Hill, which thej accoaipliihad with gioat pXtmfgj^ and tta 
rabeln fled diroagh diatowB^BaljBa|iiiidi,lo teitroog poat hi 
JU>rd Moira'a donaio. 1^ aitillarft uodcr tho cMMMidbf 
Major-Genaril Borbavy now conuMMtd a aannooada o» Aa iat> 
baUin tha tovnudontMhili^flyondi^ whkh oontkraad liil it 
Iwcane dvk. Two pontaooa wcra taken on die right and en 
the left of onr poet to aofer Downpatikk and Hilliaiibroai^ 
at well at to pr c ?ant die rekeb flroni malung their retreat b^ aiay 
other routap than Ca te mounliint in their rear. At daj biiwk of 
the 1 Stii, I detached lieetanant Colond Stewart with the Aigyle 
feticibietf three c en i p a n iea of jeomanrjr, part of the flfiud light 
dragoont^andytuManrj catahy, with 1 tix-pounderf and 1 howitier, 
to take pott on the rebel't right flank ; which having eflectad; 
he began a cannonade on them^ and drove in their ont-poata, 
who retreated to the table of the hill. LieutenantpColonal 
Stewart now advanced within £00 yardt of the main body of ^ 
rabelti when they made three different attemptt with their mna- 
ketry^ tupported by a very great number of the pikemen, to 
dislodge him, but were completely beat back by the ateadineaa 
and firmnets of the Argyle fenciblet^ and the yeomanry, covered 
by the gun and howilzeri served with grape, which killed a 
great number of rebels, many of whom they carried off no^ 
withstanding our heavy fire. To favor Lieutenant-Colonel 
Stewart's atUck, I detached the Monaghan militia^ with two 
iield pieces, some yeomanry infantry, and a few of the £2nd 
dragoons through the town, to enter Ixird Moire's demeanei to 
attack the rebels in front, at the same time 1 ordered a atraug 
party of cavalry to watch their motions on the right : by these 
movements, together with a cannonade in front and on their 
right flank, the rebels began to retreat, and it soon becanM 
general, for they fled in all directions ; parties of dragoona were 
sent out, and killed great numbers in the retreat, whilst Lien* 
tenant-Colonel Stewart took possession of their strong post on 
the hill, where he found eight guns with a great quantity of 
ammunition, their colours, cars, provisions. Sec. A very con- 
siderable number of the rebels were found concealed in ijbt 
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plantatiops near Lord Moira^s houta^ who wena killed tl»ra. 
Tba troops having been fired upon from the houses in the tofwii. 
of Ballynahinph, it was set fire to, and a considerable part of it 
consumed. Having halted two hours to collect the troops^ I 
gave the necessary directions for marching to Bel&st^ &c« 
through Saintfield. I return my best thanks to Lieutenant^ 
Colonel Stewart for his able advice and vmsUnoe throughout 
the operations contained in this letter, as. well as to thm officeia^ 
non-commissioned officers, and privates. of his corps. . t »l«a 
return my best thanks to Major*General Barber, Capfaioa 
Lindsey and Coulson, Lieutenants Teesdale and ShearmaUi of 
the Royal Artillery^ Colonel Leslie and Lieutenant-Ccdonel 
Kerr, of the Monagban Militia, Lieutenant-Colonel Durhtak, 
of the Fife Fencibles, Major Smith, of the 22nd Light Dm- 
goons, and to all the. officers, non-conmiissioned officers^ and 
privates of the corps who marched with me from Belfiast. I 
also return my best thanks to Lieutenant^Colonel Peacof^M^ 
my Aid-de-Camp, Major of Brigade, M'£annon> and Ci|ft«iA 
Owen, Assistant-Adjutant-General, for their great attention and 
ready assistance on every occasion, 

(Signed) '^ Gborqb Nuobnt, Major-Geaeral. 
** Lieutenant-General Lake> 
Conimauding-in-Cbief, &c. &c. &c/' 

66. General John Barclay. 

This officer was appointed 2d Lieutenant in the Rojral 
Marines, the 15th of March, 1755. He served in the Mediter- 
ranean 1757-8-9; and in 1760 was present at the siege of Bdte-i 
isle ; be next was employed on an expedition to the coast of 
Africa ; he was present at the first relief of Gibraltar ; on board 
the Augusta at the attacks of Red Bank and Mud Forts, in the 
Delaware, where the Augusta was burnt in 1777; the capture 
of the Spanish fleet, under Admiral Langara ; at the taking of 
Admiral Le Comte de Grasse, in the West Indies. His com- 
mission as 1st Lieutenant was dated the 12th of July, 1756; as 
Captain, the 14th of October, 1762; as Major, by brevet, the 
19th of August, 1777 ; and Lieutenant-Colonel the 19th of Feb- 
ruary, 1 783. The 24th of December, 1791; he was appointed 
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Major in his corps ; the 1 st of March, 1 794, Colonel by brevet ; 
and the 29th of October, 1 794, Lieutenant-Colonel in the Rojal 
Marines; Qd Colouel-Commandant, Ist February^ 1798; Co- 
lonel-Commandant 21st of December^ 1803 ; and Resident Co- 
lonel-Commandant the 24th of September, 1806. He received 
the brevet of Major-Gentral the 3rd of May, 1796; of Lieu- 
tcnant-General the c:}tL af S^ptAmhcir, 1B03 ; and of General 
the 4th of June, 1813. General Barclay was placed on the 
retired list the 'iSth of April, 1814, after a service of fifty-nine 
years and a half. 

37. General Sir William Keppel, G.C.B. 

Appointed Captain 2Srd foot 21st of March, 1778; 
Lieutenant-Colonel late 93rd, 20th of February, 1783; Co- 
lonel 1st of March, 1794; Colonel 3rd West India Regiment, 
20th of May, 1795 ; Major-General 3rd of May, 1796; Lieu- 
tenant-General, 26th of September, 1 803 ; Colonel Comman- 
dant of the 4th battalion, 60th, 24th of April, 1806; Colonel of 
his present regiment, the 67th foot, 7th of February, 1811; and 
General the 4th of June, 1813. 

This officer served in North America, and in the West Indies. 
He is one of the equerries to His Royal Highness the Prince 
Regent. 
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